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PREFACE. 



Clmftiaa Reader. 
^"T^HE glortou^ frame sul4 coatrivsmc'e of religio9» . 
X revealed by ^ ever Blcffed JEHQVAH, in tkc 

face or perfon of J^a&Chrift, for the recovery of loft 
ixuu^kis<i into a ftate of favour and rQcoacikmcnt witk . 
IjImfeM'^ is.£o ezceUendy ordered in the i:oaacils of. infi- 
nite wifdom, and exadly adjufted to tJUs real de^gbtg 
conteatxHeBt and ^ppuid& at the ratifHiMd world \ d»3t it 
might judly be wondered why fa many men in all ages» 
have Aoi only had a fecvet di%uft thereat thepofelves^ buc 
laboured to^rob others of the €om£ori: ^lad benefit of k» 
and niake the^world a chaos of c^ufion# by perfecuitions 
raified agamft it ; ha4.not the Holy Spirit in the Scrips 
tores laid open the hidden fprings of ^\% malice and en- 
mity, which exert^ itfelf in, fo many pf the children of 
men. We are tqid in thefe divinely infpired ti^ritings, 
that the iirft ibnrce of \lus{ oppofttiQH that the true reli- 
gion meets with in the world, flows oriffinaUy frp^k Sa- 
tan, that inveterate enemy of God'$ ^ory, and man's 
happtnefsy who having him£blf left bis original (late of 
obedience to, and eoj-oyment of God bis Creator, hath 
no other alleviament of his inevitable miferies, but to , 
draw the race of jnankind into the like ruin, which is 
the only fati&fa£t(on that malicious fpirit is capable of. 
This reftlcfs adverfafy perceiving, that through the 
grace and love of God raanifefted in Chrift, a great 
number of thefe'whom he thought he had focured to his 
flavery arc redeemed,- and called by the gofpel out of 
that intolerable fervitude into a glorious liberty, and fe- 
cured by faith to falvation, labours by t\yo gre^t engiaes 
of open force and fecret fraud, to keep them in, or re- 
gain tbemto his obedience ; hence the facrcd Scriptures 
defcri!^ him, both as a dragon for cruelty,, and a ferpcnt 
for fubtilty. But, becaufe he either cannot, or think* 
not fit to do this vifibly in perfon, therefore be does it 
m«K€ inyifibly, and fo more fuccefsfuUy by his agents, 
in whom he works ; who, becaufe cf ^leir uni-eafonable 
a 2 uubelief,^ 

- , Digitized by L:.OOgle 



4 PREFACE. 

unB<lief, are called children of imperfuafion. Thefe he 
si&s and animates as it vreit 1^ many machines^ to en* 
deavour by crafty fedudtion^ or riolent perfecution, to 
draw or drive the followers of the Lamb from their fub- 

* je^ion, obedience, and loyalty, to the Captain of their 
falvation, that he n^^ay drown them in perdition and de^- 

. trudion« This is the latent origin of all perfecution, 
the mint where all the other more vifibk caufes of the 
bloody violence the people of God meet withal are ftruck 
and framed. This is the grand defign to which they 
tend to root out the obedience of faith -out of the world, 
.and deprive* the Son of God of hts rightful dominion 
over his ftibjeds whom he hath chofen, redeemed and 
fandiiied for himfelf. 

As this hofds true of all t^e perfecuiaons raifed agaifift 
the church and truths of God, whether in the perfons of 
Jews or Chrifti>ans»' by whatever hands, l^gan or 
Antichriftiatiy fo it is eminently verified of the perfecu>- 
tio&s of the Church of Scotland,, profecuted by a profane 
wicked generation of- malignant prelatiAs, duHng the 
reigns of the late kings Charles II. and Tames VII. For 
as the other perfecutions we»s 'all levdkd againft Ibitie 
point of truth or other, wherein the obedience of faith 

' was concerned, rcfpeding either the exiftence and wor- 
fliip of the true God, or tlie peribn, natu^s or offices of 
Jefus dhrift, &c. fo this peffecution was diredly ben&d 
againft that office and authority of Jefus Chrift, where- 
upon his formal claim to the obedience of his church is 
founded, viz. His headftirp over his Church. 

Jefus Chrift, the only begotten of the Father, havinp^ 
received the Church of Scotland, as one of the utmolt 
ifles of the earth for his poffeflion, by folemn grant from 
JEHOVAH, was pleafed, as to call her froifi the deplo- 
rable <late of Pagan, and reform her from .the ruinous^ 
condition of Antichriftian dai knefs ; fp to dignify her in 
a peculiar'manner, to contend and fuflFer-for that truth, 
that he is king*' and lawgiver to his church, having 
power to inftitute her form of government, to give her 
laws, officers, and cenfures, whereby (he fliould be go- 
verned, and hath not left it ambulatory and un^rtain, 

' what government he will have in force for the ordering 
of his houfe, but hath exprefsly determined in his word 
every neceflary part thereof, and hath not put any power 
into the hands of ^nj mortal, whether pope, prelate, 

prince, 
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PREFACE. ,. 

prince, or potentate^ as^ a vicarious iead in his perfonal 
abfence, whereby they may alter the form of govern meat 
at their pleafurc, and make what kind of olficers, canons, 
and cenfures^ they plcafe ; bat all the power that this 
king hath left in his church, concerning her TOvemment, 
w purely and properly miniftorial, undj^r the direAlon 
and regulation of his Ibvereign pleafure, revealed in his 
written wovd. 

This is ^e^nfift radiant pearl in the Church of Scot- 
land^ garland ; that' (he hath been honoured valiantly 
to ftami up for the headihip and royal prerogative of her 
Xing and Hujband^ Jefos Chrift^ in all the periods of 
her reformation*. For no iboner had ihe thrown off the 
yoke of the pq>e's pretended*] LirifdUtion and authoiity, 
but prcfently,, while fhe was labouring by means of thefe 
cenfures th it Chrift. had inftitute, to root out the dani* 
nable heresies whi^h that eBemy had fown, all on a fud- 
den King James VI., naturally ambitious, urni inlligatc 
by ihtereiied and proje^ing counfellors, attempts a rape 
upon her charity and loyalty to her hufi>and and Lord ; 
and by his xoyal order (lops h$r freedom of fitting, vot» 
ingy aad adting in- her ftiprem^ coasts, imprifons fome e£ 
her mo& zealous and faithful minifters^ calk them befetve 
his cQuacil, indidks them of trcafon and Uefo majefty,. 
ibr their making ufe of the freedom. Chriflb had givoB 
them; and after thdr declining hif and his counoiPs. 
ufurped authority in fpiritual matters, aud fa witnefha^. 
a good confedion for the roysil dignity ef their h&a&tri . 
banifb them their aativccouixtry.. 

But the church'^ fhn of profperity h fooo at the;troi- 
pic : Scarce- was ^al fpring time > well beguit t<^ Ij^o^bm 
and bud, when - behold a world Y)f malignant vapoarfi». 
ariftng oat of the earth, cloudsd all her flcy again, and 
turned hep fyv^ to a deplopahle winter. Vaurious h^ 
vefics in Eikgiaadf Rowing popery ialreland^ public r&- 
foltttictos ibr advancing maltgnants to places of power 
asid tm^ in Scotland, like fo many inundations breaking 
io.upon the chvrch of Chrift, laid all her pleafant things 
wafte. And lio (poner was Charles II« advanced to the 
eieretfe of tj^ royal attthoctty, but drowning the feofe of 
all iitcreid ol»ligaexons with a glut of fenfual pleases, he 
inithoridd it mal^ant crew of flatsfinen to peri^cute 
and deftroy the people of God €br their^adherence tb tht. 
covetiants, which hiaUelf had entered into^ as the funda- 
, i-. a 3^ ' ^ mental; 
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6 PREFACE. 

mental ftipiilation of govefnment, and to that refonna* 
tion which he had fworn to maintain and pradltfe ; and 
for their bearing witnef^ againA: the grand principle and 
foundation upon which he built his power of overthrow- 
ing religion, and fetting up a new frame thereof in Bri- 
tain, namely the blafphetQou« headfhip of eccledaftical 
fupremacy. 

Hence it is evident to a demonftratfon, that the grand 
ftate of the quarrel, upon which the martyrs laid down 
their lives during the late tyrannical reigns, was really 
one and the fame with tliat for which the zealous and 
fakhful mtnifters filtered f«ch harddups in the time of 
King JamcsvVI. and afterwards. This being the precipe 
foundation upon whiclr all the other a^s and oaths were 
)>Uflt, which- the enemies made a handle of, to involve 
honeil people into the crime >of treafon -^-id rebellioa 

« againft the ftate,. as it was then determined by their ini- 
quitous Ijws. For as it was ftill the principal queftion 
put to them, own ye the king's authority ? and the chieF 
article of their indi^hnent, if they either anfwered in the 
ftegative or kept iilence ; fo it is evident,, tjiat by thi^ ^ 
qii^ikm they really meatot, not to his civil autliority only^' 
but alfo his, pretended", claim to fupreme headfhip over 
the chm-ch ; for n6 (boner had he amhoriied a parlta*- 
meiit to meet at Edinburgh, under the infpedion of that 
malignant wrMeb John ]&rl o£. Mtddleton; anno i66j» 
tmt mat generatioii of enemies to the work of God, in- 
tending the utter rain thertof, let up this Dagon of the 
royal prerogative, not pnly^ with refpedi to things civiU 
as in d^e choice ef hi& officers of date, counfellors ^nd 
judges, aift fecond $; in the callins; and dif&lving of par^ 
lia^Kients, auod making laws, z€t third f in the militia, and 
making peace and war, 2.€t fifth, which were great inva^ 
iions upon the national Hbexties of the fubje&s i but alfo 
in things facred, in the making of leagues, and the con- 
ventions of the fubji^fs, ad fomth ; wherein all the form- 
er work of refonnation is condemned, a&d the covexuuits 
made for its defence are declared trcafo^able amjl rebels 

, lious anions againift tlife joyal prerogatiye : A^d in con* 
fequence hereof, it ifr declafbd, ad Icventh; ** That the 
league and covenant is not obligatory upoa this 'king- 
dom* nor doth infer any obligation on the fubjeds there- 
of, to mieddle or interpofe in any thing eoncenung the 
rcligioa and government o{ the chutches p£ England and 
. ' Ireland^ 
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PREFACE- 7 

Ireland ; and all the fubje^s are difcharged to renew 
the fame, as they wiU'aQfwer at their higheft peril.'' And 
in the oath of allegiaacc and acknowledgment of his . 
majefty'^ royal prerogat^e, (latute by the eleventh a£t 
of faid parliament, all perfons of whatfoever truft, poft» 
office, or employment, are obliged tofwear, " That they 
acknowledge the kine only fnpreme governor of this 
kingdom over all p^erfons, and in all caufes. And that 
they do with all bumble duty acknowledge his majefty's ^ 
royal prerogative in all the particulars, and in the m^in- 
ner afore mentioned." 

And to make the matter clearer, what they meant by 
the king's auth<H'ity, in the preamble of the 6rft a^ of 
the fecond feflioil of the fame firfl parliament, they ailert, 
' That the ordering and difpofalof the external goverment 
and policy.of this church, doth properly 1>elong unto his 
majefty, as an inherent right of the crown, by virtue of 
his royal prerogative and fupremacy ih caufes eccIeHafti- 
cal. And upon this bottom, he, with advice and con* 
fent of ^ the eftates of parliament, fets up the Epifcopal 
£ojm of church government, the jurifdi^on of bilhops 
and archbi(hops over the inferior clergy, with their con- 
comitant of patronages ; and refcinds cafes, and annuls 
all a£b of parliament, by which the fole and only power 
^md jurifdidion within this church, doth ilaiid in the 
churchy and in the general, provincial and preibyterial 
aifemblies, and kirk^feffions ; and all a^s of parliament 
or council, which may be interpreted to have given any 
church-power, jurifdidion or government to the office 
bearers of the church, their refpe^ive meetings, other 
than^that which acknowledgeth a dependance upon, and 
fubordination to, the fovereign power of the king at fu- 
preme. And in purfuance hereof, in the fecond 9ft of 
the forefaid fecond feffion, intituled, aA for preiervatson 
of his majeily's p^on, authority and goverxmlent, he 
doth) with advice of his eftates of parliament, declare^ 
That the aifembly kept Glafgow in the year j638» 
was in itfelf (after the fame was by his majefty difcharg« 
ed under the pain of treafon) aq unlawful and feditious 
meeting.: And that all thefe gatherings, convocations^ 
petitions, proteAation^, and ere^ng and keeping council- 
tables, that were ufed in the beginnings and {or carrying 
on the late troubles, (thus they call the work of refer- 
mation), were unlawful and feditious; and th«t thefe 

paths, 
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« PREFACE. 

oathsy Whereof the one was commonly csdled the nadoiir 
al covKiant, and the other afolcmo league and covenant, 
were und. are in themfelygs ,vinlawful oaths $ and «there» 
fore declares thi&ir obligation void and null, and refcinds 
all adls or cpnftitution?, ecclefiailic or, civil, approving 
'th6tn. .No^<loes it fufiice them to reftind thei'e cove- 
nanfesi, aqd other proceedings for carrying on the work 
of reformation, as contrary to his royal prerogative df 
, 'lecclefiaftic fupremacy ; and to inhibit all perfons to f{>eak, 
write or aft any thing in defence of the fame, and again ft 
the »faid prerogative ; but like wife in the fifth ad: of the 
'£»refatd feflion, . all perfon? in any plac^, office or taiuft, 
•ere obliged to fwear all the particulars, contained in the 
^ferefaid a^s, in that moft impious oath, commonly call- 
ed, the Declaration. And again in the fourth ad of the 
third feiilon, of the forefaid parliament intituled, .a<9:- 
for eilablUXment and conftiiution of a national fynod, it 
is declared. That the ordering and difpofal of the exter- 
nal government of the churchy and the nomination of 
the perfons, by whofe advice matters rekittng to the- 
fame are to ]>e' fettled, doth belong to his majefty, as an. 
inherent right of ihe crown, by virtue of his prerogative: 
royali and fupreme authority in c^ufes ecclefiafticak 
"And in the firft aA of the fecohd parliament, hoWen-by 
thiat apoftate, John Eaii of Lauderdale, intituled ^A af- 
ferting his.majefty^s fupremiKy over all perfons, and in. 
all eaujf^ eecle^afttcal, eomroonly called, the ad. expla- 
natory, it is expwftly declared, TKait hrs maje% . hath 
the fuprenie authoirity and fupremaey over all peribns, 
and in all eanies^cckfiaftical within this kingdom ; and 
thit by virtue thereof, the ordering and difpofal of thfe 
external government aild policy of the cliurch, do pro- 
perly belong to hi« majefty and his foceeilbrs) as- an iq- 
fiertnt right to the crbwn r and that his majefty and his 
foocefTors Mayf<kde, enad knd enitt.fufch canftittttions, 
ads a«dtorders, concerxiing the admtniftrations of the ex- 
ternal goviemmertt of tb«^* church, and theperfdns em- 
ployed in the fame^'and concerning all ecdefiaftical Meet- 
ings, and matters to be propf^d and determined there- 
in, as they tntheif royal wifdom^all think fit. 
* From all which ads it |)kiiiily' appears, that the true 
tfeiife of that authority, which they would have their 
private thoughtii abottt- was really as the martyrs wide^« 
' Aood tt| hfs ^cclflfeiftie fapremaeyi aad^tluit Aot left tha^ 

-V. .. , ' sir 
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PREFACE 9 

a recognittdn hereof would ferre their turn : and though 
fome of the martyrs ofered a diftindion hetween the two, 
profeffing to own his ctyil authority abftrad from the ec* 
cle&xfttcal (as, for inftance, Mr John Dick)» yet they 
were not s^fblred, becaale they would not own his autho- , 
rity in grofs. And befides, their, including the fuprema- 
cy over church matters, into the formal notion of the 
king's authority they could be pleafed with no lefs from 
any that they called before them tiian an owning the 
whole afts and laws, and entire ezercife and adininiftra- 
tton of things in church and Hate, which was an implicit 
condemning of all the preceding reformation, and coiu 
fenting to ue jlerfecution and murder of the faints> :wlio 
ftood up for itjs defence. 

It is true indeed, thdfe things were fo impious and a- 
bominable, that had they been propoied without maikt 
they would pi«fently beget an horror in the mind of any, 
who was not entirely loft to all confcience and goodnefs ; 
and therefore thefe children of. the old ferpent had fo 
much of their father, that they made it their work to 
hide thefe horrid hooks with fbme fpecious baits, that 
they might the more eafily entice fimpl^ people into that 
fnare they had laid for them : and hence, knowing how 
much it is the effcd of the true religion to make ftien 
loyal, and that the Prefbytserians were of all others the 
readied to yield all lawful fubiedlon to their rightful 
princes, they ftill made tffe of the fpecious title of autho* 
rity as a blind to hide the e«clefiaftical fopremacy, and 
bloody exercife of their government, from thefe they la- 
boured to enfnare. They faw the fupremacy they in- 
tended to Bx in the king, was fuch a monftrum horren- 
dum, inforroe, higens, Hecate atque Erebo ortom, that 
without forae vail of hi? nature, no man would be fo 
mad as to embrace it. But when this would not do, but 
that ftill its ill-favoured face appears through the vizard ; 
and all good men faw, that that aothority which fought 
no other wav to maintain itfelf, but by blood and rapine 
was really aegeneratcd into tyranny, then dicy pretend* 
cd to come fome fteps lower, and faid, that they rcquh-- 
cd no. more at the hands of the people in order to jdifin lis 
thera, but that they would at their dcfire pray for the 
king, in their prefcribed form of words, viz. God fare 
the king ; or that they would drink the king's good 
health. Thefe were by them rcprefented to be lo minute 

and 
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and eafythings, jand by a great many profeflbrs looked 
ty>oiv as fo trivial a;id indiffcreot,. that they were in the 
hir wsky either to enfaai^e^ or with more opportunity to 
eipoie/uch as^ refufed to tlie <;oiHemptof indiJferentfpec- 
tators> as being fiich ferupulous fools, and brain ikk 
perfoQs, as were transported vyith an extravagant wild 
zeal without knowledgei who had rather have a hand in 
their own death, than do {6 fmall and indifferent a thing 
in order to prevent it* And hence not the ptr£^vAots 
only, bnt even a great many who p^ofefied: preibyterian. 
principle^y flood not to. call tliem. murderers, indead of. 
aaartyr*. ';'... 

( B«it sji ibis notwithibndtnfgi it is certaia they had 
nothing elfe before them, but to bring people to a. 
tai^me fubmiffion smd ilavifti floiS|)ltance with the whole 
<^ourfe of their CbriA dethroning, and laad ei^viag 
cpnftimtioiss and adaiiniflrattons r for they intended the 
f^me thing by urging people to £ty» God-ikve the kio^i. 
atf.by &e oalb ef aliegiancoi decldxation^ or teft, name*; 
Iy« an acknowledgeiiicftt of their authosity^ wherewith 
tiuey^had v^ftedhim is the forementioned articles^ and 
Qtbir& of like na^nre^ Lc& than this corold never ferve 
their defign^ which was ftiU the fazfie^ whatever altera* 
tions might aj^eat to betn their way of profecudng it r 
for either th«fe things were fo infignifieant and indiffer-' 
^t 9s they gave them o^it to be, and as others conceiv- 
ed cf them» or they were not s if wc fey the former, then 
what monfters of mankind iwcre thcfc perfecutors, who 
puriued poor innocent people to death, and infli^ed fuch 
cruel tQrturesTipon them for trifles and things of indif- 
ferency. This .is what themfehrcs (I fuppofe) would 
never -admit, to be reckoned a degree fiirther lo« to hu- 
manity than a Nero or Caligula, fo as lo torment and 
deftroy men for fport : nay, they flill pretended, that all 
ihefe perfecutions were made upon weighty and juft 
caufes. If then we fay the latter, namely, that they were 
not fo very inconiiderable things as fbme conceived, 
wherein could the moment and weight of them conftft, 
but in this, that they were in owning of the authority, 
as it was contained in the laws ? And what elfe was 
the fcope of the moft openly impious oaths, teds, and 
. bonds, but this ? And befides, when any yielded this 
much, they were ftill urged further, till they had de- 

* bauched 

Digitized by i^OOgle 



PREFACfi. t't 

banched them out of all confcicnce and tntegrky, as 
much as theffifelves. 

The reft of the que^lions put to them, and madb 
'cavifes of their indi^xncnt, were all but fo many branch- 
es from this root, and rivuje^ from this fpring. The 
chief was that about defenfive arms which their law had 
declared rebellion ; which all the martyrs without the 
Itaft jar or dtfcord^ dfd ftedfadly maintainy as beings a 
^ng fo very eonfonant, not only to the pofitive com- 
vaaiids of God in his word, but alfo to the very law of 
nature ftasnp'4. on the heart, and to the laws and prac- 
tices of all kingdoms' J and undertaken upon fo necdTarJ^ 
grounds as the defence of the gofpcl, and tlie lives tf 
the innocent, m confcquenoc of their covefiant engage- 
. ments, which, however thefe .wicked perfecutors had 
declared void -suid null, and the adherint^ to them cap!-' 
tal, yet all luch as had any love for C&d and zeal for 
his eaoie, believed to be perpetually obligatory upon 
them- and the nation, and therefore adhered to them with 
a ftedfaftneeTs, and courage invincible, againft the moft- 
bloody oppofi^on. And 'tis obfervable, that whatever 
any of the martyrs had not fo much light in; as others^ 
•r dilPeFed from others anent, or was nlent when inter- 
rogate upon it, yet they ail agreed pcrfedly and were 
deafT abundantly in owning, and bold, harmonious and 
cofiragious in averting thelawfiilnefs and avouching thd 
obligatory force of the covenants. • NationaJ covenants 
were the means that God had conftantly from the begin'*' 
ning of the reformation, made ufe of. and blefled, to ce- 
ment and ftrengthen his people hi Scotland, and. their 
a^ierence to fhe truth ; by means of thefe, his church 
was a ftrong city, and ihcprporation^profecuting all the 
£tme eommon eaufe of religion and liberty ; ^o that hy 
iSiat comnMm ^ond, the injury offered to any one of bet 
lOif rabers, w»i taken as done to ^ ; and beiide the ex- 
prefe commanfis of the word, this wks a bleiTed tye and 
engagement, to every one in their |^ce and ilation, to 
ftond up for Ae purity of the doflrine, fimplicity of thd 
worfhip, beatftr and order of. the government and dHci- 
plnie of Chrift* houle, and his royal fupfemacy over 
ifae £ixne. And hence malignant and diflkne^ed peribn^ 
yereeiving that there was nothing fo conducive tp. thcr 
advanceihent and prefervation of national reformation^ 
ses dide'nAtttUal holds and ikcredxovenantsyfett9>emfehnesr 
./ chcifly 

' . . Digitized by LjOOgte 



iz PREFACE. 

ckiefljr to dtftroy thefe, and in sm ignominious manner 
burnt them» declared them treafoiiable and feditious* 
made the owning of them criminal, {uhI perfecuted fuch 
as adhered to, them: and on^ the other hand, God was 
.pleafed mightily to animate his fqffering iaintSy. both 
with light and zeal» in the defence of them agalnft all 
the efforts of helli(h violence. 

Wherefore, when this alone was not like to effedoate 
their defign's, thefe perfecutors betook themfeW^ss to a- 
pother ftr^tageni^, and fell upon more mild, but more 
fuccpfsful meafur^6, of giving out indemnities and ia-^ 
dulgencies, fo.reftri^ed and limited, as the accepters 

' ihould be' gained to a peaceable compliance with, and 
fubmiffion to their impious^ laws,, and taken off from 
their zeal, in maintaining the work of reformation^ and 
divided from their covenanted brethren ; by this means, 

^ they weakened the remnant that bad not complved with 
Prelacy, fet them at variance one againft another, allur« 
ed the one to fit quietly ilill, till they had made an end 
of their brethren; -and in fhort, rent and almoft quite 

, ruined the poor Prefby terian Qhurch of Scotland ; and 
hence, as the fuffering remnant, which was by far the . 
fmaller part, were much oppofed and reproached by 
thefe minifters and profeiTors, who accepted or made uie 

' of thefe pretended favours, fo it became a neceifary head 
of teftimony to witneis againfl the indulgence smd ac- 
ceptance thereof, or finfSi connivance mereat. The 
particular difpofition of this affair is not conftftent with 
the narrow limits of a preface. , ,Whe|-efore the reader 
may fee for his fatisfadion therein, " The hiftory of the 
** Indulgence, Infonnatoryi Vindication, Hind let loofe* 

^ etc." 

Afterwards when the perfecution became fore and 
violent againft the remnant that refufed thefe deceitfuJL 
baits, and flood to their covenanted relieioa and liberty, 
and that both by the open violence df me enemies, and 
falfe flanders and calumnies of pretended friends, they 
vrere obliged to emit fevcral declarations of their princi- 
ples, and to defend themfelves from thefe nnjuft flanders 
and calumnies ; which declarations fo fo6n as the peife- 
cutori got intQAheir hands, thinl^ng they had got a gpod 
handle therein, for taking away the4ives of M fudi as 
fliould adhere to them, in regsu-d that therein^ fliey had 
mope explicitly and. fully caft off »tfae authcaity of the 

^ ^ tyrant 
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tyrant Qharks II. and fpecified the reasons why they 
could not own his authority, they n^vcr failed on all oc- 
cadon&to make that a part of their examinations, own ye 
the Sanquhar declaration, the papers found at Queens- 
ferry ? ace. And inany were indidled upon their adhe- 
rence to thefe declarations, and other papers. I conceive 
it is not neccflary to iVell this preface with a particular 
defence of thefe declarations, that being fo well done by 
themfelves in the informatory vindication, which the 
reader may have recouHe to ; and as for the paf er ibund 
upon Mr Hall of Haughhead, when he was murdered at 
Queens-ferry, the reader fhall fee it with alhort relation, 
concerning that worthy gentleman^s deatli, in the appen- 
dix to this book. 

Another queftion commonly put to fufferers was, whe- 
ther thcy-owned the excommunication at the Torwood ? 
which they did with much freedom as. a neceffary duty 
and lawfully performed, fo far as that broken Hate of 
the church would permit, and upon moft weighty and 
fuffictent grounds. The form and order of which excom- 
munication is alfo. added by way of appendix to this 
book. 

But their fined topic, wherein they liifulted and glori- 
fied moft was the death of Jaraes Sharp Arch-bifhop of 
St Andrews, which they reckoned a cruel murder, and 
therefore hoped that if the fufferers fhould approve of 
the fame, they would have a colour to deftroy the;n, as 
being men. of afTadi nation and bloody principles, deferv- 
ing to be exterminate out of any well governed common- 
wealth ; and therefore it was ftill one of their queftions, 
was the biihop's death murder ? to which que ft ion fome 
anfwered diredly that it was a juft and lawful execution 
of God's law-upon him, for his perjurious treachery and 
bloody cruelty, others were filent or refufed to anfwer 
any^thing diredlly to the point, as conceiving that it be- 
ing no deed of theirs, they were not obliged by any law 
divine or human, to give their judgment thereupon, cf- 
pecially when they could not exadly know the circum- 
ftances of the matter of fad, and faw that the queftioo 
was propofed with a -defign to infaare them* or take a- 
way thtir life. Yet was their very (ilenca^or refufal to 
give their opinion, made a caufe of their indidlment and 
ground of their fentence, and fome were put to torture 
tomake thexil give their fentiments anentit. If any 

b would 
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iwoplcl be further fktisfied on this' head, let him fee Hin4 

ht loofe, head VL page 633. 

But however .thefelnurderers of the fervants and peo- 
ple of God made uib of Ibch queftions as thefe to entan- 
gle them, yet ftiUlhe grar^d ftate of the quarrel was, 
whether Chrift alone, or king Charles Ihould be owned 
^s head and lawgiver to the church ? and whether the 
divine form of government and difcipline which Chrift 
had inftitnte fhould continue in her ? or if an ^ufurper 

ihoufd havje leave to mould it as he pleafed, and conform 

it to the pompous drefs Of th^ Romifli whore. 

'And hence it is alfo evident that ithe ftate of the fuf- 
fetings before the engagement at Bothwcl was really one 
and the fame with that which was after it, as to the 
main, though things came to be clearer after it, concern- 
ing the civil authority, when by that and many other in- 
Aancea it was made evident that the pretended rulers 
were fetting themfelves dired^ly to ruin the whole inte- 
yefts of the fubje^s a$ well civil as facred, and that it 
was in vain to be any longer in fufpencc, waiting for a 
fatisfad:ory redrefs of grievances, or opportunity to re- 

.prefent the fame. 

So that the charge of rebellion laid againft them, not 
only by our epifcopal paflive obedience -men,^ but alfo by 
the indulged and<fuch as tread their fteps is a moft 
groundlefs imputation ; fpr king Charles had violate all 
the conditions of government, andmanifeftly degenerate 
into a tyrant long before they rejected his authority, and 
had refufed all claim to the fubjefts allegiance, upOn the 

^ account of the contradl wiiich he entered into at his co- 

. ronation, and had no other pretence to authority but he- 
reditary right and force, with the confent of inch "pro- 
fligate noblemen and gentlemen as fat in thefe packed 
and pretended parliaments, which could iiever, in law 
ox, reafon oblige the honeft and faithful fubjeds of . the 
ftngdom to comply with theie tyrannical courfcs,. ^nd 
fubmit to him, who had as leally forfeited his right to 
be king of Britain, as did his brother afterwards by his 
^dicatton. 

But it is no n^w thing for the followers <j£ Chrift to 
meet with this charge^ot rebellion, if a Jezcbei wants a 
Naboth*s vineyard and he ftands up for his property, (he 
will not want fons of BeliaLto bear witnefs, that he bliBtf- 
pbemed God and the king. Do die adverfaiies of Ju- 
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dah and Benjamin intend to ftop the bailding of JferoTa- 
lem, they'll not want a Rehum the chancellor, and Shim- 
(hai the icribe to write, " that this city is a rebellious ci- 
ty, and hurtful unto kings and provinces^ and that the^ 
have movediedition ■within the fame of old time," Would 
Haman have all the Jews deftroyed, becaufe Mordecai 
will not honour him, tliis is the charge he lays againil 
them, as mofk likely to have effcftuate his purpofo. That 
their laws are diverfc from all people, neither keep the7 
th^ king's law. Have the pretidents a purpofe to be rid 
of Daniel, thii U the engine, " that Daniel, who is of 
the children of the capr*^itT of Judali, regardeth not 
th^e O king ! nor the decree that tliou h-*it figtied." Is 

' a TertuUus to employ his eloquence againft Paul, here'* 
the artifice, "> we have found this man a peftilent fellow, 
and a mover of fedition among the Jews/' Were the 
Romans, defirous to have the Chriftians exterminate out 
of the empire, what (hift took they ? why truly this was 
it, the Chriftians are rebellious and fcditious, they tvont 
fwear by the life of Caefar, nor adore his image ; and , 
therefore^ Chriftianil^ ad Leones. If we look through . 
the whole ecclefiaftic hiftory we (hall fcarce find a pcr- 
fecution raifed, but this is an article of the charge. But 
'tis no paradox, " the fei-vant is not greater than his 
Lord 5" even Chrift himfelf was accufed and condemn- 
ed as an enemy to Cscfar, and a mover of fedicion. But 
I fhall not enter into this argument ; the fufferers for 
Chrid in Scotland have been frequently vindicate from 
the charge of rebellion by more learned pens, anci yet 
ftill we have a generation of abfurd men who will not 
fail to renew it 5 nor can the ftrength of argument filence • 
them, while they have brbw enough to return railing in 
the room of reafon. 

The Reader having thus briefly feen tlie caufes, upon 
which they laid- down their lives ; it were necdflary to 
proceed to a (hort delineation, both of the cruelty of the 
perfecutors infli<fling, and of the courage, patience and 
chearfulnefs of the Martyrs^ fuffcring thefe feverities : 
but as for the farmer, what tongue can exprefs, what / 
pen can dcicribe the barbarous cruelty, and helliih rage 
of the fons of wickcdhefs ? One might write a volume 
upon their cruelties, and after all fall ftiort of drawing 
them to the life, or giving any full idea of them, they 
were fo extremely inhuraaneand brutifh. At firft, th^y 
h z . • ^ began 

Digitized by LiOO^rC 



r 



i6 PREFACE. 

began with Noblemen, Gentlemen and Minifters, whg 
had been eminent lor the caufe of God ; beheading fome^ 
and placing tbeir heads upon the por^s of Edinburgh, in 
token of the bight ft contempt, banifhing others, ejecting 
all from their. charges, butfuch as would fubjed^ to Pre- 
lacy, and the blafphemous fupremacy ; and vitiating all 
the fprings and feminaries of learning : Next, they fell 
to compel the common people to hear Curates, by vaft 
and exorbitant fines, extorted by troops of foldiers, plun- 
dering, quartering, beating, wounding, binding men like 
beafts, chafing them away from theif houfes, compelling 
them, tho' fuk, to go to"cbaich, conAiming and wafting 
their.provific;^ with cl«)gs, and promifcuoufly abufing, as 
veil thofe that comfcrmed, as them that refufed ; and if 
any tefiified tlieir refentment at thefc vermine of ignorant 
and fcandulous curates, or refufed to give them their 
title, they were imprffoned, fcourgcd, ftigmatixed and 
baniihedv to Barbadoes, or other foreign parts. Any that 
were hearing their own minifters in private houfes, were 
fciz'd, dragged to prifons, and clofs kept there in great 
hjirdihip, and that of every age and fei. 

Thefe were their tender mercies, and but the beginnings 
of forrows : for after the defeat at Pentland-hills, befide 
■what were killed upon the fpot, fuch as furrendered upon 
quarter and upon folemn parole to have their life, were 
contrary to" the law. of nature and nations, treacheroufly 
and 1>loodily murdered* to the number of forty, one of 
them, a much reverenced young Minifter, had his leg 
fqueesed to pieces in the Boots, and was afterwards hang- 
ed,, tho' he was not in the fight, but had only a fword 
about him. 

Soldiers were ordered to take free quarters in the 
country to examine men b/ tortures, to compel wpmen 
and children to difcover their hufbands and fathers,- by 
threatening death, wounding, ftripping, torturing by fire 
matches, etc. Crouding into prifons fo thick, that they 
could fcarce ftand together, in cold, hunger, and naked- 
nefs ; and all this, becaufe they would not, or-could not 
difcover who were at that expedition. Likewife many 
eniiiiaring bonds, oaths and tefts were framed, and im- 
pofed with rigour and horrid feverity ; people obliged to 
have paffes declaring t4iey had taken them, or to fwear 
before common foldiers, under pain of being prefently 
ihot dead. Severe laws were made againft minifters 
• that 
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that came to Edinburgh for fhelter, tliey and their wives 
\o^ere fearched for, by public fearch, cronded Into prifons, 
fent to foreigTi plantations to be fold as flaves. Dragoons 
were fent to purfue people that attended ficla preaching's, 
to fearch them out in mofTes, moors, mountains amddens. 
of the earth. Savage "hofts of Highlanders were fcnti 
down to depopulate the weftem fliires to the number ot 
ten or eleven tlioufand who a^ed mo(t outrageous bar- 
barities even almoft to the laying fome countries defo- 
latef. 

After the overthrow of the Lord's people at Bothwel, 
they doubled tBefe feverities, iffued out more ibldicrs, im- 
pofcd ccfs, localiticJ, and other new exadions, forced 
people to fwc^r/uper inqmrendlsy and delate upon oath all 
that went to field-preachings, fet up extraordinary circuit 
courts, enlarged their Pcftteous rolls, prefled bonds of 
conlpearance to keep the peace, to attend the church, re- 
frain from field-meetings, &c. Examining country people 
upon feveral qucftions which they had no octaiion to un* 
dcrftand, as corfcerning the death of Kii)g Charles I. and 
the Archbiihop of -St Andrew's ;'and condemnipg them 
to deatii for not anfwering, quartering fome alive, crop, 
ping their ears, cutting off the l^nds of fome, and then 
hanging them^ cutting their bodies in piedes after they 
were dead, and fixing them upon poles in chains, and 
upon ftceples and ports of cities, beating drums at their 
cxecupohs that they might not be heard fpeak, detaining 
others long in prifon loadeii with chains and fetters at 
iron, and expofed to greater tortures than death itfelf, and 
after all fent to be fold as flaves, to empty the prifons, 
exercifmg all thefe bloody deaths and cruelties upon 
poor country people, which had no influence to do hurt 
to their government though they had been willing, yea, 
upon women of tender age whom they hanged and 
drowned for refuflng their oaths and bonds, ar^d refet- 
ting the Lord's fuffering people. , 

It would be endlefs to enumerate all their barbarities * 
exercifed upon particular perfons. Only for a fwatch 
take thefe infli^ed on that excellent gentleman David 
Hackftoun of Rathilletf He was taken out from the 
place of judgment to his execution, and his body, which 
was already wounded, was tortured while ht was ajiive, . 
by the cutting ofF both his hands* which was done upon 
a high fcaffqld prepared for thepurpofc, thereafterbeing 
b 3 drawn 
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drawn up by a pulley. to the top of the high gallows bf 
the rope which was about his neck, and fuffered to fail 
downa very confidcrable way upon the lower fcaflfold 
three times with his whole weight ; then he was fixed at 
the top of the gallows, and the executioner with a big 

' knvEe cutting open his breaft pulled out his heart, while. 
he was yet alive, as appeared both by the body^s con- 
trafting itfelf, when it was pulled out, and'' by the violent 
motion of the heart when it dropt upon the fcaffold, 
which the executioner taking up upon die knife (hewed 
it to the people upon the feveral comers of the ftage, 
crying, " Here is the heart of a traitor,**and then th««w 
it into a fise prepared for the purpofe upon the ftage, to- 
gether alfo with his other inwards and noble parts.; and 
having quartered his body, fixed- his head and hands on 
a port at Edinburgh, and the other quarters at Leith^ 
Couper of Fife, and other places.v Sucli was thelfize 
and proportion of their perfecutions,*yrhile yet thefy pre- 
tended to bring them to the knowledge of afiizes and co- 
lour of law. 

, But being now weary with thefe perftcutions, Accord- 
ing to the tenor of their own laws ; the counfellors, to 
rid themfelves of this frouble,^ gave out aii edrft for4cil-' 
ling them, wherever they might be found, immediately 
upon the fpot, uniefs they would take the oaths and fiiew 
their pafs, which they behoved ^to fwear that it w^s not 
forged, and if ihey found any arms or ammunition upon 
them of any fort. By means of which edidt, many were 
fuddenly furprifed and {hot dead by the brutiih and 
mercilefs foldiers, . who were either peaceably living at 
home, following their lawful employments, or wander- 
' ing in mountains to hide themfelves from their bloody 
enemies, not being allowed' time to recommend their 
fouls to Gocf; and the country was e.ngaged by oath to 
raife the hue and cry againft them, in order to deliver 
them up to the hands of thefe burriors. The chief con- 
trivers^ and framers of this horrid murdering edi<^, were 
the* Earl of Perth chancellor, duke of Queenfberry, 
Marquis of Athol, and particularly the Vifcount of Tar- 
bet, now Earl of Cromerty, who invented this murder- 
ing device^ wherein yet he carried fo cunningly, that he 
procured the. difpatch of the aft lo the king with fuch 

' fuddenefs^ thathe foimd a way to ihift his own fubfcrfb- 
mg it ; and though he wants power now to praftife fuch 

bloody 
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blood J mifchief, yet it is evident he has not repented there- 
of, but is as yet a contriver of the prefent encroachments 
made upon tb^ eflablifhed church, by the late mifchievous 
ads of parliament. 

. But I mu(l not launch any further into the relation of 
thefe cruelties, the true hlftory of which would commence 
into a volume. I own indeed that a fuller narration of 
thefe things, witli pertinent obfervations thereupon, 
wowld have been proper enough for the intended work ; 
. but hoping that the Lord may yet raife up fome of bet-* 
ter abilities forfuch an undertaking, to fet thefe fufferings 
in a true light, and give an impartial recital, thereof ; 
this fhort hint, together with fome account of chele cold 
blood murderers, in the appendix, may fuffice at prefent. 
Let us next view a Iktle, with fome attention and con» 
cern, with what undaunted courage, holy refolution and 
greatnefs of mind, with what unfhaken ftedfaftncfs and 
conftancy thofe worthy fufFerers underwent all thefe 
bloody feverities. Thofe Difciples of Jcfus had been fo 
trained up in his fchool, and learned the great Chriftian 
dodlrfhes of bearing the Crofs, mortifying the flefh, and 
contemning the Worjd, they had been fo throughly in- 
truded by this great Mailer ofaffemblies, who teaches 
to profit, and leads the blind in a way they know not, 
to difcem the exceeding pr^cioulnefs of traih, and ex- 
cellency of the knowledge t)f Chrift, that they were made 
willing ; yea, cheerfully willing to forego riches, ho- 
nours, pleafures, liberty and life itfelf, when they came 
in competition, with a fteady adherence to the truth, and 
honour of their' lov^y Lord. Love to Jefus,Chrift, was 
the great fpring which fet all the wheels of their affec- 
tions in motion, to do and fuffer for him, whatever he 
called them to. Every one of them could fay to their 
profecutors; What Ghryfoftom faid to the Emprefs 
Eudoxia, who fent him a threatening meflage, Nil nifi 
peccatum .timeo,. I fear nothing. but (in. They faw fo 
much 4'f the evil of lin, and beauty of holinefs, that they 
would rather undergo the fevered of fu£Fering than (lain 
their conlciences with the lead fm, or lofe the fmalleCt 
filing of this fine gold of truth. Many o£ the things for 
which they fuffcred, were reckoned fmall by the indiffer- 
ent world, but to them they appeared in their juft mag- 
nitude. TertuUian in his book, De Corona Militis, tells 
US| That when a certain ChttftiaA foldier, • in the £m- 
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peror's arnay, rcfufed to wear a' crown of bays upon his 
head» as all the'reft of the fgldicrs did, upon a day fa- . 
cr?d to one of the Jieatheri idols, he was not only mocked 
at by the infidels for his nicety, but even by many of the 
Cliriftians, conceiving it a folly that this one man, for 
fuch a fmall and indifferent thin'g, flioul^ endanger both ^ 
himfelf, and other Chriflians ; but TertuUian defen<is 
him, and fays, " This foldier was more God's foldicr^ 
and more cDnftant than the reft of hif brethren, whopre- 
fumed they miglu ferve two Lords, and for avoiding 
perfecution, comply with the hcadieA in their iUperftiti- 
ous. rites.*' 'And when fome Chriftiahs who like our in- 
dulged people, would rather comply, than endure the 
hazard, objected, "where is it written in all the word of 
God,' thjit we Ihoufd not wear bays upon our heads V^ 
TertuUian anfvyrers, ^* Where is it written that we may 
do it ? We mull look into the Scriptures, to fee what we 
may do ; and not think it enough, that the Scripture, 
dotli not forbid directly this, or that very particular. 
They knew,, with the fame TertuUian, in the forecited 
bopk, " That the ftate of Chriftianity doth not admit the 
exciife of neceffity : ThereJis to neceflity of finning ^to^ 
them, 19 whom it is only neccffary not to fm." And 
hence they would not fo much as ieeiti to call in queftion ' 
any of the truths of Chrift : when the enemies would haye 
given them time to deliberate and advife anent them, 
they were fo confirmed in the prcfent truth, that they * 
anfwered their adverikries, as Cyprian once di^ his, Iq 
materia tarn jiifta non tSi deliberanaum, in fo ^uft a 

' caufe there needs no deliberation. When they were urged 
with the example of other Prefbyterians, Minifters and 

; Profcifors, - who had complied, and were far wiftr and 
better than they ; this did not Ihake them, but ratheir 
heighten their zeal. As Chryfoftom tells us, thefe two . v 
holy martyrs, Juvcntius and Maximus, when they were 
urged by their perfccutors with this argument, "Do not 
you fee others of your rank do thus ? Anfwered, for this 
very reafon we will manfully ftand and offer ourfelves * 
as a f;|crifice for the breach that they have made : So 
the fad defe^tons of their brethren, made them the more 
emulous to witnefs for Chriff; when fo many DemaJs-like 
had forfakcui him, having loved thfs prcfent world. ' ^ 

Thefe martyrs had fuoi large difi:oyerie8 of Chrift's 
love> efpecially under the Crofs, that their hardeft trials x 

were 
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were accounted light. As Stephen the Protomartyr got 
the fulleft view of Chrlft,i while* before the council, fo 
thefc had moft lively fights of bim under their fhslrpeft 
fufferings ; and hence they could not find in their heart 
to deny fo kind a Mafter. As Polycarp that holy Mini- 
fter of Chnit at Smyrni, anlwered the proconful, bid- 
ding hi|h defy Chrift, and he ihonld be difcharged^ Four- 
fcore and fix years (faid he) have I been his fcrvant, yet . 
aii this time he hath not fo much as once liurt me, how 
then may I fpeak evil of my king and fovereign, who 
hath thus preferved me ? They were under a livelj fenfe 
of their vxjvvs and obligations to Chrift, perfonal and na- 
tional, and therefore durft not, could liot deny his name, 
nor break his bonds, and call away his cords, as the 
wicked "hath done : They wese of the refolute difpofition 
of Vi<3orianus; who being folicited by the Emperor to 
turn Arian, told him, "You may try all extremities, 
torture me, expofe me to* wild beafts, burn, me to afhes, 
I had rather luflFer any thing, than falfifie my promife ' 
made to Chrift my Saviour in baptifm." And as Chrift 
iad bedn very kind to them, fo they trufted much to 
him, and depended on him for ftrengthening influence, 
being very* fehfible of their own weaknefs ; ai>d they 
durft promife much on Chrift's head ; they could fay as 
Vincentius to the tyrant Dacius, " Rage, and do the ut- 
moft, that the fpirit of malignity, can fet on work to do : 
You (hall fee God's Spirit ftrengthen the tormented more 
than the Devil can do the tormentors." And as Zuin- 
glius to the Pifliop of Conftance, ** Truth is a thing m- 
vincihle, and cannot be relifted." 

As they were well' inftru<Sted in the neceffity, fo in the 
ufefulnei^ and benefit of the crofs ; they knew, that as 
the church and nation had deferved to be chaftened and 
punifhed of God, fo it was far more eligible to be chaften- ' 
ed by fote adverfities, infliAed by a loving father, than 
by fevere impunities of an incenfed and juft judge.- They 
knew that the grief ihey fuffered was medicinal, not 
penal, the correction of a father, not the indignation 
of an enemy ; and that they needed fuch merciful files 
and furnaces of adverfity, tp fcoijr off the ruft they had 
ccntradled in profperity. Nay, they were not.only con- 
tent to undergo thefe fatherly corre<5lion«, but, accounted . 
it a fingular kindnefs and condefcerifion, that What they 
deferved fhould be their punifliment, was made their 

glory, 

Digitized by LjOOgle 



02 PREFACE- 

glory, crown and honour ; tliat they vho had iperittrd 
to be fcattered into coifhex's, and have their remembrance 
made to ceafe from among men, for their lightly priz* 
ing the precious and glorious gofpel, ftiould be gathered 
into fuch a Cloud of WitnefTes ; and have their remem- 
brance made everlafting as honoured martyrs for Ghrift, 
and the defence of the gofpel ; That when they had pro- 
voked God, by their finful lufting afttr a malignant to 
be their King, they fhould be dignified to contend fr*r 
the kingly prerogatives of fuch a glorious and good fo- 
vereign, as the King of Kings. And as they had a good 
under (landing in the dodrii^ of the crofs, fo likewife in 
the promife of the crown, that is upon the back of die 
crofs,; they had their eyes at the recompence of reward, 
and therefore endured, becaufe by faith they faw him 
who is invifible. " It was their looking unto Jefus, who 
endured fuch contradi<ftign of finners againft himfelf,." 
thlt made them bear all theiA-eproachcs, flandcrs, feoffs 
and jeers from enemies and profefTediritnds, with fuch 
invincible patience. 

Thou haft here, Chriftian reader, the dying fpeeches 
of fome of thefe noble heroes, ^nd as the fpeeches of dy- 
ing men are remarkable, the fpeeches of dying Chrifti- 
ans more remarkable ; how rcmarkal)Ie muft the fpeech- 
es of dying witnefTes for Chrill be ? It is^ rtiafonably ex- 
pected, that dying men, much more dying Chriftians, 
and moft of all, dying martyrs fhouid fpeak bell at lall. 
They are immediately to givem their laft account, they 
are difinterefted from all the worldly views^that life to 
darken our under ftandings, and biafs 'our afPedtons, 
while living in heahh and profpcrlty : They are upon 
the borders of eternity ; and as the motions of nature 
arc the ftronger the nearer they are to . the center, fo 
faints are moil lively and heavenly, when ncareft heaven. 
Martyrs have a fpecial promife, " That it Ihall be given 
them in that hour, what they fhall fpeak." The lad 
fpeeches of Chrift's dying witnefles have extorted, even 
frofn heathens " acknowledgments to the honour of God; 
Vere mognm eft Dcus Chrtfltanorunif Truly great is the 
Chriflians God :" They have been made the means of 
ccnverfion to many thoufands offmners; asJuftinMi^- 
^ tyr teftiiies gf himfelf, that the dying words. of the 
Chriftians made h'm fall in l(^t with the life of Cbrif- 
tianity. 

I own 
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f own, they arc not bedecked with the ernbellifhrnents 
of oratory and fine language ; who can cxpedl that from 
people o^ £0 mean education ? But they are full of the 
language of hctiven, which is many degrees more forci- 
ble than all our artificial rhetorick. One will find fcvc- 
ral mifiakes in grammar, no doubt, in them ; but they-, 
were never intended for the refl<:<5lions of critics, but for 
the inftmftion of Chriftians ;>«and their plain rude dif- 
courfes, may, through God*s bleifing, do more good to 
the laiter, than the mod elaborate compofures can do to 
tlie former. They may ferve both as a comfort and en- 
couragement to fufferers, and as an inftruftion and ex- 
ample to faints. Herein, as in a glafs» we may both fee 
our blemiflics, wherein we come (hort of them, and learn 
to drefs ourfelves with the like Oiriftian ornaments of 
xchI, holinefs, iVedfaftnefs, meekncfs, patience, humility, 
and oiher graces. 

But alas ! How can the beft of us read thefe teftima- 
nies, without blufhing, for our low attainments and fmall 
proficiency in the fchool of Chrift ? How uqlike arc we 
to them ? How zealous were they for the honour of 
Chrift ? How lukewarm are we, of whatever profeflion 
or denomination ? How burning was their love to him, 
his truths, ordinances, and people ? How cold is ours ? 
How felf-denied and crucified to the world were they ? 
How felfiih and worldly are we ? How willing were tlicy 
to part with all for Chrift, and ^hat an honour did they 
cfUcm it to fuffcr for him, to be chaineJ, whipped, hal- 
tered, ftaked, imprifoned, baniihed, wounded, killed for 
him ? How unwilling are we to part with a yery little 
for him ; much lefs to endure fuch hardlhips, and ac- 
count them our glory ?_Alas ! are we not alhamed of 
what they accounted their omanient, and accounting 
that our glory, which they lookt upon as a difgracc ? 
How eafy was it for themto chufe the greateft fuffer- 
ings, rather than the lea ft iin ? How hard is it for us 
not to chufe the greaieft fin, before the leaft fuffering ? 
Oh that their Chrifti:?n virtues could upbraid us out of 
our leiliai-gy of fupine fecurity ! That their humility, 
meeknefs, and padence could Ihame us out of our pride, 
hvwghtinefs and impatience ! They were fympathizing 
Chriftlans, adkive for the gloVy of God and good of fouls, 
diligent to have their evidences for heaven clear, and 
having obtained affuranc^ rf God*s love to their perfons, 
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and appfrobation of their caaf«,- they went cheerfully om 
their way, fearlefs of men, ** who can only kill the bo- 
dy," and ready to die the moft violent death at God's 
call : But oh ! how little fellow-feeling is there now a- 
mong Chrillians ? But inflead thereof, bitternefs, emula- 
tion, wrath, envy, contentions and divifions.- How lit- 
tle concern for the work and caufe of Chrift ? How dark 
are the moft part, both as to their fpiritual ilate, and 
their proper and pertinent duty? And how much is the 
fear of man prevailing above zeal for the glory of 
God? 

I know, 'tis obje^ed by fome, that they much wanted 
that virtue which is the greaieft ornament of Chriftians, 
and trueft chara<5lcr of martyrs, namely a forgiving dif- 
pofition ; becaul'e they lay their blood, at the door of 
the principal contrivers and executers' of their death, 
which the obje(ftors fuppofe not to have been done by a- 
ny of the former fufferers for Chrift. But to this I op- 
pone, ( I ) Granting for argument's fake, that they had 
expreft thtmfelves wkh fome more fervency on that head, 
than others formerly have done, and that this was a 
piece of their infirmity 5 it will not follow that we fliould 
prcfently admit the invidious inference^, that therefore 
they were not martyrs for Chrift : For as neither the ma^ 
ny grofs failihgs of the Old Teftament faints, nor tlie 
miftakes of the primitive Chriftians, about the truths for 
which they fuffered, could deprive either of the honour 
of faint-fhip or martyrdom, ib neither ought any infir- 
mity of theirs to be improven againfl them for that end. 
Solomon tells us, that oppreflion makes* -a wife man 
mad ; and they met with it in the higheft degree, and 
that not from the hands of Pagans, Turks, or Papifts, 
but of thofe who had been their covenanted^ brethren by - 
profeffion : And when a holy felf refigned David had 
much ado to bear reproaches from the hand of one, that 
had been his equal, guide and acquaintance, with whom . 
he had formerly fweet ftllowftiip ; it was not to be won- 
dered, if they were put upon fome yehemency of cxprcf- 
fion, by their fevere fuffering from fuch hands ; and 
"^Ihould rather be favourably conftruded of. 

S i qui J 
^ IntumuU Pietas^Ji quldjlagraniius aRum ejl. 

But adly, more diredtly, I am bold to deny the charge,^ 
for they every where diftinguiih betwixt the injuries done 
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to ihemr confidered fimply in themfelvcs, and the inju- ' 
ries done to Chrift, and to his image in them : The for- 
mer they declare they forgive as they delire forgivenefs of 
Godthenifelves J The latter they leivc to God's fovcreigu 
difpofal, yrithal wifliing, ,that God might -give chem re- 
pentance, nor is the thing unprecedented : For beiide 
the exjtmple of JetepiUh, who laid his Innocent blood 
at the door of the princes, if they fhould take his lift;, 
there might be feveral more recent parallels adduced. 
It (halt fiiffice to inftance one of our own nation, imprif- 
oned for bearing witnefs to the fame truths namely, wor- 
thy Mr John Welfli, who in his letter to Lady Fleming, 
hath theie exprefs words, " The guilt of our blood Ihall 
ly upon brfhops, counfellors,' and commillioncrs, \^o 
have ftirred up our prince againll us ; and fo upon the 
reft of OUT brethren, who. either by filence approve, or 
by crying peace, peace, ftrengthen the arm of the wick- 
ed, that they cannot, return ; and in the mean time, make 
the heart of the righteous fad. Next upon all them that' 
fat in council, and did not bear plain' teftimony of Jefus 
€hrift and his truth, for which we fufFer : And next up- 
on thefe that Ihbuld have come, and made open teftimo- 
ny of Chrift faithfully, although it had been-'to the ha., 
^ard of their lives. Finally, all thefe that cpunfel, com- 
mand, confent and allow, are guilty in the fight of 
God.*' Sure. I am, this is as full as any thing they have 
on this head, and proves, tjiat what they did, . was con- 
flftent with a Chriftian and forgiying temper of fpirit. . 

And as they weftt off the ilage, both' with magnani- 
mity and meeknefs, fo it has been obferved concerning 
znanfT of their perfecutors, that they departed this world 
with vifible fymptoms of God's wrath ^nd judgments, 
eipecially with hell in their foulsj I mean, the horror of 
an awakened confcience, under the fenfe of God's in- 
dignation ; than which there can be no greater torment 
ia this life. " ^ 

Sicu/i non wvenert tyranni 
Tormtntum mqjus. 

Well, thefe martyrs are now in heaven in Abraham's 
warm bofom, enjoying the crown laid up for them, con- 
firmed in an unchangeable ftate of reft and blelFednefs j 
we are yet in the ftage of adtion.and place of probation, ' 
we have our trials before us, let us Imitate the Cloud of* 
WitneiTes, and contend for the faith once delivered to 
the faifits. W.e know n6t what ftorms are abiditig us. 
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The Canaamte and the Perizzite arc yet in the land, A 
reftlefs popifh and Jacobit party projcftinjg a new reVolu- 
tion of affairs ; as fanguinary and cruel yet as ever, and 
retaining as much of the old malignity and enn^ity againft 
the covenanted work of reformation as ever, only wait- 
ing an opportunity to exert it, and roany things in the 
prefent afped of affairs portending tl^at they ttiay be our 
fcourge in the hand of our difpleafed Lord, frr cur mif- 
improving metcies and deliverances, iatisfying ourleJves 
with our own things not n.inding the things of Chrifl-^ 
chiefly for our undervaluing the offers ct the bJeffed jinn 
©f God in the gofpel, and vifible breach of nationiil ob- 
ligations to be for Jhim and his cau*e. Seeing then fuch 
clouds are gathering and ihreaiening a dilnial terrpeft, 
let us arm ourlelves viih the ii.mt mii d, to ftand i>p Irr 
the truth upon all hazards, whether ve be called ol God 
to do or to fuffer, for the joint intereU of true religion 
and natioral liberty, for thefe like Hypocraics twins wtep 
» or laugh, live or die together. Righteculnefs exalteth 
a nation faid the wife Sol< mon, and l>rtodcfius the cm- 
pcToj owned that^ihe eltablidmfnt of a Chriftian ftate 
depends chiefly upon piety towards God. On the otjier 
hand, civil liberty is an excellent bulwark to religicn, 
without vhich its purity cannot long be preferved j for 
as the f^nie emperor faid, multa inter ecclcflam et rcm- 
publicam cognatio intercede! e lolet, ex i'e invicem pen- 
dent; et utraque profperis alrerius fucceflibus incnmenta 
fumit. There is a great fibnefs betvixt the church and 
the ccmijinn^ealih, ihey depend the one upcn the other, 
and eitVer is advanced by the profpaiiy and fucctfs of 
the other. ' ^ 

'Tis to be feared, this time of cafe and jout ward peace 
has fo effeminate and ibftened^r fpirits, that wc*ll find 
it hard to face afloim ; we ny^ky crmplain with Eiifebius, 
res ncftri ninia libertate in* mollitiam et Yegniticm de- 
generarunt, too much liberty has made us foft and Aug- 
gifli. The vigorous exertife of chriftian difc'pline has 
been much intermitted, and therefore we have ground 
to expedl fevere ccrre^ion from the hand of God. Cy- 
prian obfervcs that this was the procuring caufe of God's 
correcting the church in his time ; quia* tradi^am Qobis 
divinitus difciplinam paic longa corruperat, jacen!«}£« 
dem» et pene dixerim dormientem, cenfura ^^^i^^^^' 
exiu Becaufe long peace bad corrupted die di^ciy m- 

"^'ftitutcd 

Digitized by LjiOOgle 



PREFACE. 17 

ftimted difciplme^ therefore there needed heavenly chaA 
tifenient to awaken the faith of the chufch which was 
lying low, and almoft fad afleep. All thefe dying wit- 
nefTes afTure us of judgments abiding this church and na- 
tion, and our prefent condition feems to fay^ that we are 
the people that are to meet with them ; how much need 
then had we of the Chriftian armour, the divine Pano- . 
plia, which made thefe Chriftjans proof againft all the 
fiery darts of Satan and the wicked ; and of the holy fub* 
i^iffion which made them bear the indignation of the 
Lord patiently, becaufe they had finned againd him. 

Having thus briefly uftiered thee iiito the following 
fteets, Chriftian and candid reader, I ihall detain thee 
no longer from perufing them, fave only by the way to 
take notice of thefe few advertifeinents. 

I. It is not pretended, That-here all the Speeches and 
Teftimonies of thofe that fuffered in Scotland (ince the 
year 1680 ; for niany of tliem^ which no doubt arc ex- 
tant, have not come into the hands of the publiffaers of 
diis colle^on, and fome of them that were in their hand^, 
did fo far coincide with others in matter and phrafcy^that 
tfaey left them unpublilhed, with, fome remark upon them, 
to keep up the memory of thefe honourable fufferers, 
being defirous that the book fliould not fwell to fuch ai 
bulk, as might make it lefs ufeful to country people, who 
have not much money to buy, or leafure to read bulky ' 
volumes. Andy if encouragement be found in this at- 
tempt, there may more of them come to be publiihed af- 
terwards. Only this, the coUedors of thefe tedimonies 
can fay that they have left out none, which w^:^ in their 
bandsy that they conceived might be for the benefit of 
the public, upon any finiftrous view or account ; and, if 
any (hall find any alteration in any of them from their 
own manufcripts, (except it be in the grammar, wherein 
they took /ome little freedom, where neceffity required 
it], theya^e to impute it to the variety of copies^ where- 
of they had feveral| and chofe that which they conceived 
moft genuine. 

Z. As for the Teftimonies pf the banifhed, thty being 
m^ch the fame, as to all material points, with thefe of 
the dying witnef&s, they are omittedf and a lift of their 
names added in the Appendix. 

3. The laftipeeches of thofe, who fufiered on account 

of the carl rf Argylc's attcn^t, in the yc^ 1685, are 
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advifedly pretermitted, both becaufe fome of them are 
already publilhed in a^book intiiiiled, -the Weftern Mar- 
tyrology \ and likcwife becaufe it is the opinion of the 
-cncouraeers gf this work, that their Teftimony was not 
fo dif eftly concert, according to the " true ftate of the 
quarrel, for tlie covenzLnted intereft of the Church of 
Chrift in Scotland, as it ought to" have been, though they 
intend not hereby to rob- them of the glory of Maityrdotti 
for tfte proteftant religion* Nor can this be any preju- 
dice to others, who may incline more fully to publifti Uie 
tranfadion« of thefe times. 

May the God and Father of bur Lord Jefus Chrift^ 

' wb6 enabled his people to witnefs fo good a confedlon 
for his truth and cftufe, make thefe dying Speeches ufeful 
to animate all the lovers of the reformed religion, with 
the like piriftian magnanimity and refolttticai«. to ftand 
up for its defence, againft a Popifii, Prelatic, and Jaco- 

' bitifh faAion, endearouring its overthrow. Ma^ he 
unite us in the way of truth and duty, to ftrive together 
for t^f valuable tsterefis of our Religion and Liberty^ 
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LAST SPEECHES and TESTIMONIES 

OF THB 

SUFFERERS FOR THE TRUTH IN SCOTLAND 
SINCE THE YEAR MDCLXXX. 



The laft Speech and Teftimony of the Reverend Mr 
D^mald Cargil^ ibmetime li^inifter of the Gofpel ia the 
Barony Pari(h of Glafgow,- delivered by him in writ- 
ing before his execntion at the crofs of Edinburgh,^ 
July 27. 1 68 1. 

r I "^HIS b the mod joyful day that ever I faw in xny 
X pilgrimage on earth ; zny joy is now begun* which 
I fee fiiall never be interri^pted- I fee both vay interell, 
aad his truthi aad the furenefs of the one^ and the pre- 
cioufnefs of the other. It is near thirty years fmce he 
made it fure ; and-fince tha( time (though there has fal- 
len out much fin, yet) I was never out of an alTuraace of 
mine intereft, nor long out of Hght of his prefence. Ha 
has dandled me, and kept me lively, and never left me 
behind ; tho' I Was ofttimes turning back. O he has 
fhewed the wonderful precioufnefs of his grj^ce, not only 
in the firft receiving thereof, bu^ in renewed and multi- 
plied pardons ! 1 have been a m^n of great fms, but he 
has been a God" of great mercies. And now through 
his mercies, I have a confcience as found and quiets as 
if I had never finned. It is long fmce I could have ad- 
ventured on eternity, through God's mercy and Chrift's 
merits ; but death remained fomewhat ternble, and ths^ 
Aow is taken away ; and now death is no more to me, 
but to call myfelf into my hufband's arms, and to ly 
down with him. And however it be with 'me at the 
laft ; though I (hould b^ ilratten^ by God, or bterrupt- 
cd by men, yet all is fure, and iball be well. 1 have fol- 
lowed holtnefsy I have taught truth, a.nd f have been 
moft in the main things ; not that I thought the things 
A concerning 
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concerning our times little ; but that I thought none 
could do any thing to purpofe in God's great and public 
Tnattersy till they were right in their conditions. . And 

that all had taken this method ; for then there had 
been fewer apoilacies. The religion of the land» and zeal 
for the land's engagements^ are come to nothing, but a 
Aipine» loathfome and hateful formality ; and there 
cannot be zeal, livelinefs and rightnefs, where people 
meet with perfecution, and want heart renovation. My 
foul trembles to think, how little of regeneration there 
Is amongft the Minifters and profeflbrs of Scotland. O 
the Minifters of Scotland, how have they betrayed Chrift's 

*intereftj and beguiled fouls ! " they hare not entered in 
** themfelves, and them that were entering in they hind- 
-«< ered." They have fold the things of C&ift, and liber- 
ties of hisichurch, for a fhort and curfed quiet to thexn- 
<felves, which is now near an end : and they are more 
one, and at peace with God's enemies, after they have 
"clone all their mifchiefs, nor they were at firft, when they 
liad put hand to them. And I^nuch fear that tho' there 
vrere not one li^ifter on all the earth, he will make no 
more ufe of them ; but there will be a dreadful judgment 
upon themfelves, and a long curfe upon their pofterity* 
As to our profefibrs, my counfel to them is, that they 
would fee well to their own regeneration, for thti moft 
part of them has that yet to do ; and yet' let never one 
think, that he is in the risht exercife of true religion, 
that has not a zeal to God's j)ublic glory. There is a 
fmall remnant in Scotland, that my foul has had its 
'Treated comfort on earth fix>m. I wifh yoor increafe in 
bolinefs, number, love^ religion, and righteoufnefs ; and . 
wait you, and ceafe to contend with thefe men that are 
^one from us, for there is nothing that Ihall convince 
them, but judraient. Satisfy your confclences, and go 

' -forward ; for xnc nearerjyou are to God, and the further 
-irom all others, whether -flated enemies,, or lukewarm 
jninifters and profeflbrs it ihall be the better. My preach- 
¥ng has occafioned perfecution, but the want of it will 
^I fear) occafion worfe. However I have preached the 
i:rudis of God to others ; as it is written, " I believed 
** and fo I preached," and I have not an ill confcience 
111 preaching trpth, whatever has followed ; and this day 

1 am to fcal with my blood all the truths that ever £ 
ipreachcd: And 'what is eontroverted of that which 1 

have 
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hav« been profeffing, fhall (e^er long) be manifefted by 
God's judgments in the confciences of men. I had a 
fweet calmnefs of fpirit) and great fubmiflion as to my 
taking, the providence of God was fo eminent in it ; and 
I could not but think, that God judged it neceflary for 
his glory, to bring me to fuch an end, feeing he loofed 
me irom fuch a work. My fool would be exceedingly 
troubled anent the remnant, were it ngt that I think the 
time will be fhort. Wherefore hold faft, for this is the 
way that is now perfecuted. 

As to the caufe of my fpffering ; the main is ** Not 
** acknowledging the prefent authority," as it .is efta- 
blUhed in the fupremacy and explanatory a6t* This is 
the magiftracy that I have rejcfted, that was invelled 
with Chrifl's power. And feeing that power taken from 
Chrift, which is his glory^ made the effential of tlie crown> 
I thought this was, as if I had feen one wearing my huT- 
band's garments, after he had killed him. And feeing 
it is made the effential of the crown, there is no diftinc- 
tion we can make, that can free the confcience of the ac- 
knowledger, from being a partaker of, this facrilegious 
robbing of God, and is but to cheat -our confciences, to 
acknowledge the civil power, for it is not civil power 
only that is made of the elTence of his crown : and fee- 
ing they are fo exprefs, we ought to-be plain, for other- 
wife it is to deny eur teftimony, and confent to his rob- 
bery. 

After he was come to the fca£Fold, (landing with his 
back towards the ladder, he fixed his eyes upon the 
mrtlcitude, and defired their attention ;• and after fing- 
ing apart of the czviii Pfalm, from the 16 ver. to the 
clofe, he looked up to the windows 6n both fides of the 
^f<;a£EbId with a fmiline countenance, requefling the 
people to compofe themlelyes, and hear a few words that 
he had to fay, whrcb {faid he) I fhaH dired to three forts . 
of folk, and ihall endeavour to be brief. Firft, AU you 
that are zoing on in perfecuting the work axld people of 
God, O beware for the Lord's fake, and refrain from 
fuch courfes, as you would^fcape wrath eternally, which >^ 
will be a torment far beyond what we are to. endure by 
the hands of cruel and bloody murderers. Upon this the 
drums were beaten,'at which he fmiling faid, now ye fee 
we have not liberty to fpeak, or at leaft to fpeak what 
we would } but God knoweth our hearts. But, O ye 
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tliat are called Miniders, and ptofcffors in the chutct of 
Scotland, who are wearied in waiting upon the Lord, 
and are turned out of hiss way, and run into a courfc of 
grofs defeftion and backfliding, truly, for my part, 1 
tremble to think, what will become of you, for either 
you ftiall be puniftied with fore affli&ion, I mean, ih your 
confciences, becaufe of fin, or elfeyou fhall be torments 
ed eteraally without remedy, which fhall be fhortly, if 
mercy prevent it not, which I" pray God may be the 
mercy of all thcfe to whom he has thoughts of peace. 
All ye that are the poor remnant, who /ear finning more 
than fuffering, and are begging for his )|-etuming to Scot- 

' land to weat his own crown, and reign as King iriZion, in 
fpite of all that will oppofe him, whether devils or men : 
1 fay to you that are thus waiting, wait on, and ye fhall 
not be difappointed ; for either your eyes fhall fee it, or 
elfe ye fhall die in the faith of it, that he fhall return, 
and ** if you' fufFer with him, you fliall alfo reign with 
*• him," which reign, will be glorious and eternal I 
come now to tell you fer what I am brought here to die, 
and to give you *n account of my faith, which I fhall 
do as in the fight of the living God, before whom I am 
/horlly ta fVand. Firft, I declare I am a Chriftian, a 
Proteftant, a Prefby'terian in my judgment, and whatever 
hath been faid, pFme, I die tcftifying agaittfl Popery^ 
Prelacy, EraRianifiti, and all manner of defedion from 
the truth -.of God, and agaiufl all who make not the 
Scriptures, which are the word of Ooci, their rule, that 
fo they may commend Chrift and his way to Grangers 
hy a holy ^nd gbfpel converfiition. The caufe for which 
I am fehtenced to die here this day, is my difowning of 
authority in the unlawful exprcife thereof, when they in- 
flead of ruling for God, are fighting againft him, and 

/ encroaching upon his prerogatives, by that woful fupre* 
macy which my foul abhores, and which I have teftificd 
againft fmce I was apprehended ; and now again, I dif- 
ovm-all fuprcmacy over the confciences of men, and li- 
fe^ties of Chrifl's Church. Whereupon the dnims were 
again beaten, ^nd he kept filence a little, and then faid; 
of this fubje^ 1 fhall fay no more; . Only. I think the 
Lord's quarrel againft this land is, becaufe there has 
not been fo teiuch heart-religion and foul exercife among^ 
either Minifters or ProfefTors, as there feemed to be, when 
the land owned Chrift and his Truths ; I wHh there were 

more 
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more true conTerfloxiy and then there would not be fo. 
much back-iliding) and for fear of fu£Peringi living at 
eafe, when there are fo few to contend forChrift and his 
canie. 

Nofw for mj own cafe, I blefs the Lord» that for all 
that bath boen faid of me, my confcience doth not con- 
demn me ; I do not faj, I am free of fmi but I am at 
peace with God through a flain mediator ; and I believe 
that there is no falvation, but only in Cbrifl : and I abhor 
that fiiperftitious way of worihlpping of aagels, and 
faints, contrary unto the word of. God; as alfo I abhor 
the leaning to felf-righteoufnefs, and popifh penances. 
I blefs the JLord^ that thefe thirty years, and more, I 
have been at peace with God, and was never Aaken loofe 
of it ; and now I am as fure of my intereft in ChriR, and 
peace with God» as all wichin this bible, and the fpirit 
of Grod -can make me ; and I am no more terrifiedat 
death, nor afraid of hell, becaufe of fin, than, if Ihad 
never had fin ; for all my fins are freely pardoned, and- 
waffaen throughly away, through the precious blood and 
intercefiion of Jefus Chrift ; and I am fully perfuaded,. 
that this is his way for which I fuffer, ,and that he will 
return glorioufly to Scotland, but it wUl be terrifying to 
many; therefore I entreat you, be not difcouraged at 
the way of Chrift, and the caufe for which Lam to lay 
down my life, and ftep into eternity^ where my foul fhaU 
be as full of him, as it can defire to be^ And now this 
is the fweeteft and tnoft glorious day that ever my eyea 
did fee. Now I entreat you, ftudy to know and believe 
the fcriptures; which are the truths of God,^theTe I have 
preached, and do firmly believe them« O ! . prepare for 
judgments, for they (hall be fore and fudden. Enemies 
are now enraged a^ainft the way and people of God, 
but e'er Jiong they mall be enraged one againfl another^i 
to their, own confufion. At this* the drums were beaten 
a third time. And then being taken to the north fide 
of the fca£Fold^ he.ftood allttie, during the fpace that 
one of the reft was finging. And then being carried to 
the foyth-fide of the fcanold, he prayed.^ Thence he 
was brought to the eaft-fide of the fcaifold^ and then he 
faid, I' entreat you prepare you prefently for<^ ftroke, 
for God will not fit with all the wrongs donft to him» 
jbut will fiiddenly come and make inquifition for the 
blood, that has htfsok Ihed in Scotland. Then he wa9< 
. A*3 commanded. 

Digitized by L^OOgle 



is • . • ' 

6 Thtiafi Speech BtidTe/Hmony ' 

commanded to go up the ladder^ and as he fet hfs foot 
on the ladder, lie faid. The Lord knows I go* up this 
Udder, with lefs fear and perturbation of mind^ than 
ever I entered the pulpit to preach. And wiien he wa* 
up, he fet hiftifclf down, and faid, Now I am near to 
the getting of my crown, which ihall be fure» for I blefs 
the Lord, and dcfire all of you to blefs him, that he 
hatli brought me here, and makes me triunaph over de- 
vils, and men, and fin ; they ftiall wound me no more. 
I forgive all men the Wtongs they have done tQ ine, and 
pray the Lord may forgive all the wrongs that Miy of 
theeleft has done againft him* 1 pray, that fufierefs may- 
be kept from fin, and helped to know thdr duty. Then 
having prayed a little wrthin" himfelf, he lifted up the 
napkin, and faid, Farewel all relations and friends inr 
Chrift; farewel acquaintances,* and all earthly enjoy* 
ments ; (arewel reading and preaching, praying and be- 
lieving, watiderings, reproaches, and fufFerings. Wel<» 
come Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, into thy hands F 
commit my fpitit. Then he prayed a little, and the ete- 
cutioner turned hhn over praying. ' 

Becaufe this dying teftimony ^nd laft fpeech are. but 
iliort, which was occafioned through want of tf^me, 
and the perfecutors fe verity, who took his larger t*f*- 
timony from 'him the day lieforehe died, paper and 
ink being conveyed to him fecretly by a cord dirough 
the window the night before his death, it is thought 
proper to fubjoin Wiefe following letters of his (they 
being all of public concern) to giVc a miore full difco- 
very of the teftimony which he held. And particular* 
ly of his witneffing againft the errors about ihat time 
broached by ^thc infamous John Gib, as the letter 

• written to the prifonsrs in the corre(aion4ionfe mani- 
fefts. 

A Letter from Mr Donald CargtJ^ to Mr Jamei Sieek^ 
who fuffered Martyi domain Edinburgh^ 

Dcateft Friefiidi 

THSRE is now nothing upon earth that I am fo 
'Concerned in (except the Lord's w^A) as in you 
and your fellows : that yoti may cither be cl^nly'brought 
#£P, or honourably and rightly carried thrbugh. He has 
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begun in part to anfwtr xne» though ' not in that whidi 
I mod affe6t«d, yet in that which is heft, My foul was 
refrelhed to fee any that had fo far overcome the fear 
mnd torture of death) and were fo far denied to the af« 
fe^tons of the fle(h, as to give full liberty to the ezone* 
ration of confcien'ce, in the face of thcfe bloody tyrants, 
and vile apoi^ates ; and yet thefe by our divines miift be 
acknowledged as magiftrates, which very heathtns, in* 
dued tvith the light of nature, would abominate, and 
^;trooki think h as ii»:onfiftent with reafon, to admit to, 
or continue in maeiftracy, fuch perjured bloody, diiTolute, 
and flagitious men, as to make a w^ fhe keeper and 
fcedfcr of the flock. But every ftep of their dealing with 
God, with the land, and ^ith yourfelf and brethren, is 
SI confirmation of your judgment attent them, Jind fuf- 
fici«nt ground of your deteilatk>n, and reje&ion of them ; 
and it is the fin of the land, and of every perfon in it* 
liiat l4iey have not gone alongk with you, and thefe few 
tn that a^on ; but fince they have not done that, they 
Ihall not now meet with the like honour, if ever they 
meet with h, till vengeance be poured ^ut upon them 2 
and they and their king fhall either be keeped together 
in wrath,' or divided in wrath, that they may be one an* 
oilers* de(hru^ion. But go on, valiant champtpn, you 
die not as a fool, tholigK the apoftkte, unfaithful and^ 
luke<-warm minifters and profeflbrs of this generation 
think and fay fo \ they fhall five traitors, ^d moQi part 
of them die fools ; I fay, traitors, as fome men live up^^ 
on the reward of treachery, for their quiet and liberty ; 
if it may be called a liberty, as it is redeemed with the 
betraying df the intfereft of Chrift, and the blood of his 
people. But he himfelf hath fealed your fuffcrings, and 
tkeir thns faying condemns God and his fealing condemns 
them ; but neither regard their vpices, nor' fear, for G<^ 
will neither feal to folly nor iniquity ; he then nbt'Snly 
having fealed your fufFerings, but your rcmiflSon, go on 
to fiuffli and^ perfedl' your teftimony, not only igaintl 
them, but againfl all that fubje^ to them, fide with them^ 
or are filetit at them. And as for thefe men that will 
be our rulers, thotigh they have nothing of worth or virw 
tue in them : I am pofuaded of this, that none can apf 
pear before them, and ackfnowledge them ^s they- Have 
ROW invefted tbemfelves- (ftanding on a foundation of 
.perjuryi which isana^ts^ rifciffory of their adniifiicai 

. to 
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to the government) with Chrift's crown on theib head, 
and a fceptre of iniquity, and a fword of perfecation in 
their hand but mud deny Chrift, and in-effe^, the whole 
land generally hath denied Chrift, and deiired a inorder- 
er : and as tor that unfavory fait hath lately appeared, 
acknowledged them, and was ajOmmed of this teftimony, 
and in fo doing, gave the firft vote to your condemna- 
tion ; and proclaimed a lawfulnefs to the reft of afiizers 
and murderers, to follow in their condemnations ; God 
ihall require this with his other doings at his hands ; and 
I am fomewhat afraid, if he be not fuddenly made the 
fubjedt of ferious repentance, he (hall be made the fub« 
je^ of great vengeance. ' But forgive and forget all thefe 
private injuries, and labour td go to eternity and death, 
with a heart deftitute of private revenges, and filled with 
zeal to God's glory, and afiign to him the quarrel a- 
gainft his enemies, to be followed out by himfelf, in his 
own way, againft the indignities done to God, and a* 
gainft the mocking perfidtoufnefs, impieties and luke- 
warmnefs of this generation ; and for yourfelf, whatever 
there has been eimer of fm or duty, remember the one> 
and forget the other ; and betake your&lf wholly to the 
mercy of God, and the merits of Chrift, ye know "in 
whom ye have believed, and the acceptablenefs of your 
believing ; and the more fully you henceforth believe, 
the greater (hall be his glory, and the greater your peace 
and fifety. Farewel deareft friend, never to fee one an- 
other any more, till at the right-hand of Chrift* Fear 
not, and the God of mercies grant a full gale, and a 
fair entry into his^kingdom that may carry (weedy and 
fwiftly over the bar, that you find not the rub of death. 
Grace, mercy, and peace be with you. 

Yours in Chrift, D. C. 

A Letter to fdme Friends before he went abroad. 

D£AR Friends, I cannot but be grieved to go from 
pay native land, and efpeoially from that part of 
it, for whom and with whom I defired only to live.: Yet 
the dreadful apprehenfions I have, of what is coming 
\xpoTi this land, may help to make me fubmiffive to this 
providence j though more bitter. You will have fnares 
for a little, and then a deluge of judgments. I do not 
fpeak this to affirlght anj[| much Icfs to rejoice over 
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them ; as if I were taken, and they left ; or were ftndf* 
ing by thefe thoughts^ to alleviate my own lot of bani(k« 
mem ; tho' I am 4*fraid, that none ihall biefs themfelves 
long upon the account that they ate left behind $ but mj 
defign isy to have you making for fnares andjudge- 
menip ; that ye may have bodi^the greateft readinefi 
and the greateil fhelters ; for both fhafi be in one. Clear 
accotnptSy and put o£F the old, for it is like, that what 
ts to come, will be both fudden and furprifmg, that it 
wiU not give you time for this. . Bewara of taking on 
new debt. I am afraid, that thefe things, diat many 
are looking on as favours, are but come to bind men to- 
gether in bundles f©r a fire. I am fure if thefe things 
be embraced, there ihall not be long time given for u- 
fing of them \ and this laft of their favours and fnares is 
fent to men, to (how that they are that, which otherwife 
they will not confefs themfelves to be. Tell, all, that 
the (helcer and benefit of this fhall neither be great nor 
long 3 But the fnare of it ihall be great «nd prejudicial. 
And for myfelf, I think for the prefent he is calling me 
to another land. But how long fhall be Iny abode, •r 
what employment he has for me there, 1 know not: 
For I cannot think he i^ taking me there to live and lurk 
only. 1 reft, 

J , DONALD CARGIL. 

A Letter to J^hn Makm and Ard)\ibM Allifm PHfontrtw 

DEAR Friends,, death in Chrift, a6d for Chrift, ii 
never much to be bemoaned ; and lefs at this titne, 
than afty other, when thefe that furvive have nothing to 
live among but miferies, perfecution, fnares, forrows, 
and finning. And where the . only defirable fight, vi«. 
ChriR reigning in a free and fiouriihing Church, is want- 
ing and me greatly grievmg and ofiPenfive objeA to de- 
vote ibuls, viz. devils and the worft of the wicked reign^^ 
ing and raging, is dill before our eyes, and tho* we had 
greater things to leave, and better times to live in, yet 
eternity doeslo far exceed and excel thefe things in their 
greateft perfeAion, that they^ who fee and are ibfe (and 
Ave (ee indeed being itiade fure) will nevej: let a tear fall, 
or a fi[gh go at the &rewcl, but would rather make a 
IKp to get deatb, nor |30 ftmn it, if both were not equally - 
deteftable to them, 4ipon the account of God's com* 

mandmcnts. 
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mandments, whom they neither dare ner are willing to 
ofiPendy even to obtain heaven itfelf. And there are none 
who are his» but they muft fee themfelves ki€nitely ad- 
vantaged in the exchange. And accordingly haften, if 
flny the ilefhy want of aSurance^ did not withftand :^ and - 
there is no doubt, but thcfe muft be weajc and poor Ipi- 
rits, that are. bewitched or enchanted, either with Ae 
fruition or hopes of the world. And as earth has no- 
thing to ' hold a refolute and reconciled foul, fo heaven 
wants nothing to draw it ; and to fome to live here, kas 
been £dways wearifouae,, fince their peace wa> made, 
Chrift's fweetnefs known, and their own weaknefs and 
unufefulnefs experienced : but now it becomes hatefully 
loathfome, fince devils and the worft of men are become 
the head and dreadful by their ilupendous permiffions, 
loofings and lengthenings in their reigning, and friends 
are become uncomfortable, becaufe .they will neither 
chriftianly bear and bide, nor rightly go forward to ef- 
fedtuate their own delivery. But for you there is no- 
ting at this time, (if you ydtfrfelves be fure with God, 
which, I hope, either you are, or will be) which can 
make me bewail your death ; tho' the cauie of it doth 
both encreafe'my a£Fe6lion to you and indignation againfi; 
thefe enemies. Yet for you, notwithftanding of the un- 
juflnefs of the fentence, go not to eternity with indigna- 
tion againft them upon your own accounts Neither let 
the goodnefs of^ the <:aufe ye fuffer for, found your con- 
fidence in God, and your hope of well-being ; for were 
the action never fo good, and performed without the 
leaft failing, which is not incident to human infirmity, 
it could never be a caufe of obtaining mercy, nor yet 
(:ommend us to that grace from which we 'are to obtain 
i^ There is nothing now which is youft, when you are 
pleading and petitioning for mercy, that muft be re- 
membered, but your fins ; for in efie^, there is nothing 
elfe ours. Let your fins then be on your heart, as your 
forrow, which we muft bewail, before we be parted with 
them, as the captive her father, not becaufe fhe wa^ to 
leave him, but becaufe (he had been fo long with him. 
And let thefe mercies of God, and merits <^f Chrift be be- 
fore your eyes, as your hopes, and your wmning to thefe 
as the only rock upon which we can be faved, if there 
be any thing feen or looked to in ourfelves but fin, we 
cannot ezpe^ remiffion and falvation allenarly through 

free 
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free grace, m which expectation only it can be obtained \ 
neither can we eameftly beg, till we fee ourfelves defti- 
tnte of all that procures favour, and full of all that me^ 
rits, and haftens vengeance and wrath. 

And befides, it heightens the price of that precioos 
blood, by which only we can have redemption from fin 
and wrath ; it being the only fu£Scient in itfelf, and on* 
ly acceptable to the Father, and fo it nmft be, being the 
blefled and gracious device and refult of infinite wifdomy 
which makes dxe eternal God to be admired in his gra- 
cionfiiefs and^holinefs, having found out the way of his 
own payment without otir hurt, and which makes all 
return to their own defires, and there to reft in an eter- 
nal complacency, for this way returns God to his glory, 
jnitice to its fatisfadtion, tlifquieted coidTciences otmen, 
ii-ighted and awakened with the fight of fin and wrath, 
to eafe, peace and affurance, and the fouls of men to fel« 
lowihip with God, and hppe of eternal falvation. Now 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift being made ibre to us, fecures 
all this for us, and this both is believed and apprehend- 
ed by faith, it being the ha^nd by which we grip this 
Tock, and if it be true, it cannot but be firong, and we 
faved. Look well then to your faith, that it be a faith 
growing out of r egenerataon, and the new creature, and 
have Chrift for its righteoufnefs, hope and rejoicing, and 
be fealed by the fpirit of God. And what this lealine 
is, when it comes, it will abundantly fhow itfelf ; ana 
there can be no other- full ^tij»fadiion to a foul than 
this : But feek till ye find, and whatever ye find for the . 
prefent, let your laft ad be to lay and leave yourfelvcs 
on the righteoufnefs of his Son, expedting life through 
his Name, acccording to the promife of the JFathcr. 
Dear friends, your work is great, and time fliort ; but 
this is a comfort, and the only comfort in your prefent 
condition, that you have a God infinite ' in mercy to 
deal with, who is ready at all times to forgive, but ef- 
pecially perfons in your cafe, who have been jeoparding 
your lives upon the accountlof the gofpel, whatever fail- 
ings or infirmities in you, that adion hath been accom-^ 
panted with ; for it is the adion itfelf, which is the duty 
of this whole covenanted kingdom, and not the failing, 
-for which you. are brought to fufferfng. Seek not then 
the fiavours of men, by making your duty your fin ; 
but confefs your failings to God, and look for his mer- 
cy 
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cy .through Jefus Chnft, who has faid "Whofoevcr 
lofeth his life for my fake^ flxall keep it unto eternal life" 
«nd though it will prophet a reprobate nothing \q die 
after this manner; for nothing can be pirofitable without 
loT«» which only is^ or csam be in a believer ; yet it fhould 
be oo difadvantage, but in a manner, the bed way of 
dying ; for it would take fome from his days that "he 
might have Vr^dy and (b prevent many iins that he would 
have committed,. ^d fq the fm is leiTened, th^t is the 
iraufc of eternal fufferings. . 

, And let not this difcourage you» or lay you by, that 
the yrork is great, and the time fhort, though this indeed 
fhould mind you of yqur finful neglect, that were not 
better provided for fuch a (hort and peremptory fum- 
mons, which you fhould always have expedted. It alfo 
(hews the greatnefs of the fm of thefe enemies, th^t not 
only take away unjuftly your bodily life, butaljlb ihortea 
your time of preparatio^, $md {q do their utmoft^to de- 
prive you of etemaHiie. Yet» I fay, let not this either 
difcourage, qr lay you by, for God can perfedfc great 
works in a fhort tim^i anil one of the greateft things that 
befal men, (hall be effejfluate in the twinkling of an eye, 
which is On^ of the fhorteft. I aiTure you, he put the 
thief on the crofs thi'ough all his defines, coovidious, 
converfionT^iiftifi^^^tioq, faii^ification^ &c, in fhort time, 
and left nothing to be^oauy but that there di^d not re- 
main time enough to glorify him upon earth, that had 
done all things for him. Go on then, and let your in- 
tent be ferioufnefs ; the greatnefs of your forrow, an^i 
the height pr love, in a manner inake a compenfation 
for the fhortncfs of tin^e, *tod go on, though ye your- 
felves have gone fhort way, for where thefe things arc, 
one hour will perfoim more than thoufands where ^there 
were not, either fuch enforcements or power, and be per- 
fuaded in this, you have him as much and more haften- 
ing than yourfelves, for you riiay know his motion by 
your, own, they being^both fet forward by him : and 
dear friends, be not terrified at the. manner of your 
. death, which to me* feems to be the eafieft of all, where 
yon come to'^it without pain, and in perfect judgment, 
and go through fo fpeedily, before the pain be felt, the 
glory is come ; bmt pray for a greater meafure of his 
prefence, \vhich only can make a pafs through the hard- 
efl things cheerful and^le^ant;. I bid you farewell, ex- 
i pedling 
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pe^iag though our parting be fad, our gatheriitg (ball 
be joy fill again. Only your great advantage in the cafe 
you are in, is, to credit fcira much, for that is his glory, 
and engages him to perfprm whatever ye have credited 
him with. No more, but avow boldly togrvea full 
teftimony for his truths, as you defire to be avowed of 
him. Grace, mercy and peace be \vith you. 

DONALD CARGIL. 

To the prifoncrs in the corrjC^ion-houf^ of Edinburgh. 

DEAR friends, I-think ye cannot but know that I ^ 
am both concerned and affliAed with your condi-* 
tion, and I would have written fooner, and more, if I 
had not feared ^ha^'you might have been jealous (under 
your diftempers) tbat I had been leducing you to follow 
nie, and not God, and truth. It had been my earneft 
and frequent prayer to God, (as he bimfelf knows), to 
he led in. all truths, I judge I have been in this graciouf- 
iy anfwered ; but 1 defire none, if they themfelves judge 
it npt to be truth, to adhere to aijy thing that I have ef- 
ther preached, written, or done, to any hazard, much 
TDore. to the lofs of life : but I have been afflidled with 
your condition, and could not but be more, if God's 
great gracioufncfs in this begun dif<ipvery, and your fin- 
ceriity and fingleneCi gave me not, that God's purpofe is 
to turn this to the great mercy of his^poor church, and 
yoors, if ye marr it not ; and yet the great fin^. and pil- 
lar of Satan, that is in this fnare, makes me tremble. It 
was God's mercy to you, thtit gave you^uch convidionsj 
that made you, at leaft, fome of you once to. part with 
thefe men : and it was undoubtedly your fm, that you 
continued not fo, but after convidligns, did caft yourfblves 
in new temptation^ ; for con virions ought to be tender- 
ly guided, leff the fpirit be-grieyed frora^ "^hoih they 
come ; but this fecond difcovery, though it be with a 
fhgrper rebuke, as it makes God's mercy wonderful, fo 
it (hall render your perfevcrance in that courfe, finful 
and . utterly inexcufeble, for God has broken the fnare, 
and it >vill be your great fio, if you go not out with great 
hafte; joy, and thankfulnefs, when God's wonderful dif- 
covery has inade fuch a way for your delivery ; for God 
having now fliown you the ring -leaders and^ authors of 
thefe opinions, tq be perfons of fucb abominations, calls 
B you 
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you not only to deny credit to them, but alfo to make a 
feiious fearcli of their tenets, which wHl, I know, by his 
grace, bring you undoubtedly to fee that thcfe things are 
contrary both to God's glory and truth that they ib 
jnucb pretend to. - 

'And now;, dear friends, as I cannot be tender enbngh 
of you, who in your zeal and finglcnefs have been mif- 
led ; for though this did bewray a great fknplicity and 
unwatchfulneis, yet it did alfo betoken fome zeal and 
tendernefs, t^at being beguiled, it was in things tfcat were 
veiled knd bulked with fome pretences Xp God's glory, 
and public reformation : And on the other hand, I can- 
noth a ve great enough abhorrence df the pcrlbns, who 
knoyK'ing thcmfelves to be of fuch abominations, did 
give out theilifelves to be 6f fuch familiarity with God, 
sind of fo clear illumination, to make their delufions mere 
paffing with devout fouls. Let nothing make you thiijtk 
this is .malignity, or natural enmity againft the power pf 
godlinefs, or progrefs in reformation, that is venting it- 
felf in n.e : for though I cannot win forward as I ought, 
yet I have rejoiced tOvfee others go forward. And 1 am 
fure, there lies in this bed, within ycu, a viper, and a 
child,' Satan transforming himfelf into an angel qf light, 
has put thefe two together, to make it pailing widi fome, 
.and to be fpared df others, who are of ttend^rriefs^ But- 
tny foul's dtfire is, to kill the, .ferpent, and to keep the 
child aliye : And God is calling you loudly to fevere 
the good from the bad, that the wit of Satan's fubtilty 
has mixed together, and to deliver yourfelv*es fpeedily, 
as ^ roe ifrom the hand of the hunter ; and Vk6\ only re- 
turn, but bitterly mourn for your high provoking of 
^God, in oflferin J fuch foul facriEc^s to his glory,, and 
fowing your old clouts upon that new garment ; in your 
making the enemy .more to defpife that caufe and com- 
pany who are enough- defpifed already, and difcouraging 
thofe who were following, and giving forward with you 
■ in that which was right, fo that now, neither have they 
heart nor hand for the work, nor can they look out till 
God recover them again. There is much in the whole 
"of tliofe, that may, arid does weigh and overwhelm fome 
fpirits : But there is nothing in all their cogitations a- 
bout it, that they found comfortable, unlefs it be, that 
he is cleared in afflidling us, and continuihg to afHid us, 
becaufe thei:e wqre fuch perfons amon^ us. I fpeak this 
Vut of fome of you, an^ beloved by us, though igno- 
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ranljy ; and we l^ifh that this be the la ft and great ftop 
that was to be removed, before his coming to revenge 
hiinfelfy and reign. I would not fay, but by this alfo he 
iheweJ his tendernefs, of preferviag integrity of doc- 
trine, and fppnd reftirmation, and his purpofe not to fuf- 
fer errors and herefies to profper. .This, I tcld you, 
whea I met with you, that there were fonjp things ye 
were owning, which were highly approved of God ; • 
fucb as, an inward heart-love and zeal to Grod'ff g^ory, 
i^hich I perceived to be in fome of you, fo far as it can 
be perceived, and fetting up that before you, a$ your^ 
end, in purfuing it always as your work, and a forget-' 
ting of all other things in regard of it, eipcepting only 
thcfe things without which we cannot glorify him, (as 
a workman that intends his work, rauft mind his tools),, 
even our own falvation, and the falvation of all others, 
as if tkere were not things wherein he is greatly glorifi- 
ed, for his glory is in' righteoufnefs and mercy, and in,, 
and by thefe, is the falvation of man infallibly advanced, 
and to thefe it is infeparaby connedted^ 

Next, 1 would advife you, to fet apart more, yea, much 
more of your time, for humiliation, fafting and prayer, ' 
m fuch an exfgence, when tlie judgment ^i God appeared 
to be fo near, and fo great, fo that it be done without, 
fin, for God cannot be glorified by fm ; for if my lie hath 
" more abounded to his glory, why am I judged as a 
** (Inner ?" I was againil luch as deny riature, and others, 
their right dues, for he that allows dues to others, allows 
them to be paid alfo ; and we muil be like prifoners, 
who are of great debt, and honeft hearts, who know they 
cannot pay every one their full fums, yet are refolved 
to give every one foine, a^d to the greateft moft, 
and to. the reft accordingly: and as there cannot be , a * 
total abftinerice from meat, without felf murder, fo 
there cannot be a total denying others their dues, fuch as 
the benevolence of hu(band and wife, and a total abftain- 
ing from work, without a tranfgreflion of God's com- 
mandments and laws, which can never be a' glorify ing of 
him, which the more impartially they are kqeped, the, , 
more he is glorified. Next, ways artr allowed of him, 
that ye may make yourfelves free,, fo miich as in you lies, 
of all the public defcdions. Whatever may involve you 
in thcfe, or contribute to their upholding, without cither 
an overpowering force, or an indefpcnfible neceffity ; for 
B i I 
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1 may buy meat and drink in neceffity, whatever ufe the 
feller make of that money 1 .give for my meat anddrlnk. 
Next, he >ilk)trs thefe particulars ofrefarmation,fuch as 
change of the ncimes of days, of w^eks, of terms of the 
year, and fuch like, warrsmted by thfe word, and example 
of the Chrifti'ans in Scripture, that have been neglcdled 
before in our reformation j fo that there be not too xmich 

* religion placed in thefe things, and' other things more 
weighty (which undoubtedly have more morarrightcouT- 
nefs in them) made little in regard of them ; but in thefe 
good things Satan will quickly if it be not already) over 
drive you in your progreft, and leave you only to hug a 
fpurious birth. But there are other things that ye 
maiijtained when I fpoke with you (and the viper has 
more fmce appeared) as truths and parts of God's glory;, 
that are utterly contrary ta, and inconfiftent with the glory 
of God. As firft, Laying aflde of public f reaching, 
fome of them faying Ao>leis, nor they had no miffing of 
it ; fo that ye thought,*" Ye had rcigne4 as king« with- 
** out us, and would to God ye had reigned." Your 
flourifhing fhould have delighted, tho* we had not been 
the inftruijlents and means thereof: But altis ! this your 
liberty, that you fo rhuqh bragge'd of, would have laded 

. but a little while, and was among your other bcguHes ; 
and was nothing elfe but Satan ftirririg you about to 
giddinefs, and raifing of fanl;aft!C fumes to the ticlkling 
of the imagination : but leaving you ?iltpgether without 
renovation of heart, or progrefs in fantificatibn : fo that 
I cannot compare this your liberty to any thing elfe, but 
to an, enchanted fabric, where the poor guefts, only 
placed in imagination, imagine therpfelvcs to be in a 
pleafant place,, and at royal entertainment ; but When 
God comes, and delufion evanifheth,'they will find them- 
felves caft in fome remote wikiernefs, and they left full 
of aft'onifhmcnt and fears. 

^ I told you, while I was with youj that the devil w^is 
fowing tares among vour thin wheat ; but I was not 
long fronfi you, exerciftd in thoughts about yo«, but I 
faw clearly, there was forcer y in the-bufinefs i and now, 
I tell you, I fear Torcerers alfo : 1 know I have fpoken 
this againft my own life, if they get the power they de- 
fire ; but r am in a defiance of .them, and I know alfo 

• in a defence by him vdio hath preferved, and I know 
will preferve me, till my work be finifhed* But if your 

^ liberty . 
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liberty tha< you talked of had been true, it would at lead 
have ftayed till it hjid brpagh't you to otlier thoughts, 
other works, and other comforts, and it might have been 
eaiily dilcerned not a true liberty, but a temptation, that 
led you from public preaching, the greac^ ordinance of 
God's glory, and mens good. As th^ apoftle has that 
word, " Forbidding us to preach to the gentiles :" Bat 
cfpecially to leave public brdinantes at t^is time, when 
they are the only ftandard^ {landing which fhows Sa- 
tan's victory againft Chriil;'s- kingdom in Scotland, not 
to be complete. 

Yet, dear friends, when you hear this, lef not Satan 
eaft you as far to the other fide, for^it is rare to fee the 
moH devout, fouls altogether out from under his delu- 
fions and temptations^ as to make you believe that it \^ 
jnipoflible to attain unto any thing of certitude of truth, 
liberty, manifeftation^^ and. communion with God, if that 
which feemed K) be fo firni, be delufions ; but (hall Satan, 
have fuch. power to make men believe lies, and (hail riot 
God go infinitely beyond him, in making men to fee and 
believe truth ?. Tl^ere were many that thought them- 
felves at the height of a/Turance, when under the great- 
dWtemptations, as PfaL Ixxiii. " Verily I have cleanfecl 
•* my h^nds in vain."' Artd yet they h^ve a greater cer- 
tainty when they come to fee that there is no fuch unqui- 
ctnefs of fpirit under this, as they found in the former.. 
And feeing it is fo, reft not till ye attain that alFurarice of 
your owh intereft, and of his main trmhs, which is both, 
above doubt and defe^, that ye may be able to fay,, 
" Now we believe, and are fure." ~ . • 

But in the next place, ye will join with none in pub- 
lic worlhip, but thefe who have infallible figns pf rege- 
neration. This feen.€ fair, but it is, both falfe and foul ;• 
falfe, becaufe of its falfe foundation, viz. That the cer- 
tainty of one'-s iniereft in Chrift may be known by ano- 
ther. Whereas the fcripturc fays, "I'hat none knows 
*« it, but he that has it :? Foul alfo, for tliis difdain 
has pride in it, and pride is always foul, and though 
there be a. difference among ft men, and tljat we Ihouli 
have regard of repentance, and brokenn^^f heart, yet 
thefe ^ho have well fought and feen theinf wn filthirtefs, . 
will judge themfelvcs the perfons, of any that ihould be- 
thruft out of the affemblieS of God's people, .and that. 
s^t only in regard of >vhat they have b«n, but alfo in: 
B 1 regard I 
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regard ■6f what* they daily are. Next, ye would have all 
to be prayed lo ttemal wradi, who have departed and 
made dcfe<5lion in this tihie : alas I We need not blow- 
them away, the great part is going-faft enough that 
way ; but this I am fure, is noc to give God hi&. glory, 
but to take from him, and limit hJm in his freedom and 
choice, in the greatnefs of his pardon. It is rcnrlarkable 
that' the angels in their glory to God, joined alfo with it 
good will to men. Next, ye have reje^ed the pfalms* 
•with many other things, by a paper come ffom fome of 
you, and I cannot fee upon what account, except it be 
bccanle it is man's work, in turning the pfalms out of 

. profe into metre. Then you muft rejeft all the other 
fcriptures, ^caufe the .tra0llittil>n of them is of man's 
work, ye have not yet leanied'ihe original languages, 
ye muft betake yonrfelv^ afto^^her -te the fpirit, and 
what a fpirit will thai: be, /that is not to be tried by the 
^fcriputres! I told fomfe of you, When t kft faw you, 
that ycL were too little' led by the fcriptures, and too 
much by your own thoughts and fuggeftions, which 
opens A wid« door to delufion,. and alas ! lays yourfelves 
open to Satan's temptation. --/ 

As for the reft of yotfr denying all your former cove- 
nants and declarations : this cannot be from God, thfcy' 

' cohtaining nothing, but lawful and neceffary duties ; and 
"fuppofcvthey did not contain and include, a complete re- 
formation; yet they did not exclude it :, So that ftill 
holding them, we might have pailfed on to more perfec- 
tion, and they might be inviolable obligations with us : 

; And next, your cutting off all that were not of your 

-" mind, and delivering them up tp devils, was not juftice 
and religion, it being done neither in judgitoent nor righ- 
tebufheis upon'convidion of their c^^mes ; but unbridled 
rage and fury : But thefe things I cannot fully fpeak to 
now, yet there , is fomewhat that I cannot paf^ ; but 
muft tell you, that I fear there ftiall remain fome of the 

^ leaven within, that ftiall not only fpoil an orthodox pro- 
teftant, but alfo a true, tender, and humble Chriftian, 
Tind give us rxjthing inftead of it, but a hlown bladder ; 
fbr 1 am peiijij^ed, if Satan .ftiould have the tutory biu 
a while, he ftfculd bring it to this ; for it has been his 
. way with fome, firft, to make them iaint like, and aftcr- 
Tfrards to fettle them at atheifm ; like jt cunning fiiher, 
running a fifh qpon an angle, w]^ sit laft cafts it on dry 
. . ■ ■ ground 

Digitized by VjOOQ K 



#^ Mr J^mU CargU* ip 

groand. God is mj witnefs, my foul loves to fee hoU- 
Qe/$i tendernefs and zeal in fach a 'generdtioiiy. Where 
there is nothing but untendernefs, uncohcecnednefs, and 
lukewarmnefs ; and by his .grace, I ihall ever cherilh it. 
I dcfire you then in the bowels of Chrift^ to retain your 
2cal J but fee well to this, that it be for his glory. In- 
deed the pfiore tliat yoli are zealous^ and the further ye 
go forward, l6 that the word of God dire^ your CQurfe» 
ye are the more pleafing to God, and ihall be the dearer 
to us. And peiiuade yourfelves, that though X cannot 
equal or go before ; yet it is the fincere dciire of my 
kbarC) to Ibliow ftich. And my foul wifhes you well* 
though it. may be^ I cannot here point, nor lead yon the ' 
wayto well-being ; yet this I mull fay, that ri 1 could 
lead you the \^ay, that he has led me^ I (hould let ^oa 
fee eternal life, without thefe things that I am defirjng 
you to relinqulih. Hold truth, glorify Giod, be zealous 
ix> hate him glorified ; but think not to define the con^ 
demnation of any man, fimply on that account, that they 
dare not come, and continue where you are ; or to puC 
a bar by prayer between them, and a return,: is a glo* 
tifymg of God : we glorify him, in this kind, when as 
|jc himfelf defires, if we acquiefce in his ientence» whea 
it is paft ; though we wreiHc againft it,, before it be 
Imowh to us. 

I cannot bid you go forward in all, but I dciire you 
to go forward in that which is furer and better. And 
dear' friends, let not the world have that to fay, that ' 
when ye are become right, ye are become the lefs zea« 
lous, only take the right objed, and let your zeal grow. 
let not your fufierings be Hained TritH fuch wildnefs^ 
and think it not ftrange that ye hgve Act iioch liberty m 
your return j as ye feemed to have before, if ye take 
the right way, and hold on*, yefhali ind it hi his ti'mtt 
greater; and better, and furer, I Ihall only add, thtt 
tiicrc muft be an eiprcfs difowning of Vdur errors and- 
^ils, and an exprefs owning of his truths, whereof ye 
^ve been perfuaded before now, which now are either 
denied, or doubted, otberwife you will come to nothing 
of religion, or worfe';'this^will eitbet'ftate your fufier- 
ings right, or be a mean to obtain a cleanly liberty from 
(>od ia hi« due time, Grace, Mercy, and peace be with 
you. Arikn. 

DONALD CAICGIL. 
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The dying Tcftimony and laft words oi Mr Waket Smthy 
Student 6f Theology, who fuffered at the erofs of 
Edinburgh, July 27. 1687. 

DEAR friends ?ind acquaintances, as I dcfire while 
in the body, to fympathize fomewhat with you, in 
l«uQehting your various csifes, and the cafe of the church, 
whereof we are the fons and daughtei^s 5 fo 1 niuft lay 
this requeft upon you, and leave it wjth you," that ye 
take fome of your time, and fet it apart particularly, to. 
folace your fouls, in blcfllng and magnifying your God,, 
atjid my God; for the lot he hath decreed and chofenout 
for poor unworthy me, from eternity, in time, and to- 
eternity, in the immediate enjoyment of Father Son and 
Holy Ghoft, one God, incomprehenfible and unchange- 
able in his being, wifdom, power» holinefs, juilice, good- 
nefs and truths and that; becauie he hath made me a. 
man, and a Chriftian; and now I fet to my feal to all. 
his truths, revealipd in his wofd, and particularly thefe.. 
Firft, That he is one God, Eather, Son, and holy Ghoii ;. 
but alas ! whb'can think of him \ who can hear of him, 
or write of him aright ? O ! he is God ! he is Gbd ! 2dly,; 
' That he made, man perfeja ;. and though we have d^^i* 
troyed and incapacitate ourfelves to do any thing that is.v 
right,, while out df Chrift, yet we are under the obliga- 
tioo of tte whole, law, which is the p.erfe<St rule of rjghte-- 
cufnefs. jdly, That my 'Lord ( yea, through free ^race, I- 
can fay, my Lord Jefus Chrift) came to the world, to* 
iave fii>ners. And though I cannot fay, that I. have. 
been the greateft of fmners, yet I can fay, that he hath* 
covered, pardoned, prevented and- hid^from tKe world, . 
fins i;:i me that have been heinous'by many s^gravations*. 
4thly, That except a man be born again, he cannot enter 
into die kingdom of heaven ; my friends, this is the ne v 
hirth, this is the regeneration that I am fpeaking of^ to. 
which.thegreatpart, evenof profeffors (1 fear will be found . 
ftran^ers. jthly, I fet to my feal to the truthr of that 
precious promife,^ Jbfli,. i. 5. &c. repeated Heb. xiii. ^. ., 
For he hath faid, " I will never leave thee, noi; fotfake 
thce,^' together with. all tlffe other promifes to that pur- 
ppfe ; aud I am fure : he hath carried me through divef s . 
conditiQns of life, many various and linguUr diflSjculties. 
and. daipping difcouragenieatst. Put omitting thefe 
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things whereof the profane pcrfecutors may as nmch 
boaft as to the outward as any, he hath led me thiowh 
the feTera] fteps of fpul-exercife, and the pangs of me 
new birthi into hiififelf. This, this, my friends« is the 
cognizance and diftinguKhlng charadier cf a faint indeed : 
and by this, and this only, ** We paft from death to 
«life." 

And as I adher^ to the confeffion of faith and work of 
reformation as I fhall afterwards fpeak to ; fo particularljt 
I fet to my feal totfaefe truths jn thezviii chapter there- 
of, anent the aiTurance of grace and fal ration. Alas 1 
the ignorance of this generation is great: My dear 
friends, I leave this as my laft advice to you, make uft 
of that book which contain the confeflions of fatdi» cate^ 
chifms, fum of faving knowledge, pradlical ufc of fav- 
ing knowledge, diredory forworihip, the cattfiis of God's 
wrath, 8fc. And 1^ noiie think this work below them, 
for the fpiritttal enlighttting: of the mind, which requires 
the literal with it, is the firft work of the fpirit, after wt 
firft begin to come to ourfelvcs, or rither to what we 
were in iniiocency, and ought to be by grace. But as 
to tl^s, I do confideni^y refer you to the ffiepherd's found 
'believer, which In my poor apprchenfion is the founded 
and fureft ye.can mee^ with. And 6thly, I fet to my 
feal to the .covenant of grace, particularly that claufe of 
it, lia. lit. ai. "As for me this i? my covenant with 
" thett, feith the Lord, ihy. fpirit that fs upon thee/* &ci 
And here I leave my tcftimony againft all Atheifts fpe- 
culative (if there.be any fuch) and practical, and all 
mockers of godiinefs, all fomialifts and hypocrites, 
qaakers and enthuiiafts, who either pretend to die fpirit 
Jieglcaing th6 word, or lean upon the word negle^ing 
the teaching of the fpirit ; and what Ihall I more fay i 
but by what of truth I have in e«perience feeuy I am 
bold to .believe what t have not feen i his teftiraony is a 
ground fufficient, and there can be no deceit under it. 

And now I-aitJ to die a martyr ; and Ikft^ as fully 
PeHbaded of my intereft in Chrift, -and that he hath 
countenanced me in that, for which I am to lay down? 
^y life, as I am of my being* And let the world and 
biaffed pfofeflbrs fay their pleafures, I am here in no 
delnfion; I have the free and fulf exercife of reafon, and 
judgment 4 I am free of puflibn and prejudice, and, (ex- 
ccpiing that I am yet In the body) I am free of Satan's* 
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fire and fury ; I have no bitternefs nor malice at any 
living ; £o that what I am owning and dying for, I am 
folidly and firmly perfuajed to . be truth and duty, ac- 
cording to my mean capacity. And this is the main 
point this day in controverfy, upon which I was peremp- 
torily qucftioned, and defired pofitively to a^ifwer, yea, 
or nay, under the threatening of the boots, viz. Whether 
I owned the king^'s aiuhoricy as prefently eftablifhed and 
cxercifed ? which I did pofitively difown, and denied al- 
legiance to him^ as he is invefted with that fupremacy 
proper to Chrift Jefus only. And who knowethnot that 
at firQ: he was conftitute and crowned a covenanted king, 
and the fubjeds fworn in allegiance to him, as fuch, by 
the foleton league and covenant ? 'This was the authority 
wherewith he was cloatbed ; and the exercife «f it was 
to be for God, religion, and the good of the fubjed^ {. 
and is not dl this, p to God and his- people, overturned 
and perverted ? But icily, The whole oC Uiis pleaded for 
authority at prefent, is eftablifhed on the ruins of the 
land's engagements to God, and to one another : But 1 
fay no more as ' to this. Co^fider things feri^ufly, and 
ponder them deeply ; zeal for God is much gone : , look 
to it, and labour to recover it ; *your peace fliall be in 
it,, as to duty ; though Chrid's righteoufnefs (.1 fee) is 
the only fure foundation. 

I leave my teftimc^ny againft malignancy, ungodlinefs, 
and p^-ofanity, and whatfoever'is contrary to found doc- 
trine, prefefled and owned by the reformed Anti-Eraf^ 
tian prefbyterian party in Scotland, whcfeof I die a 
member and profefTor, being ,fully fatisfied and content 
with my lot. ^And as to my apprehending, we were 
fingularly delivered by providence into the adverfarie* 
hand, and (for what 1 could learn) were betrayed by 
none, nor were any acceffary to our taking, more than 
we were ourfelves, and particularly let none blame the 
lady St Johnskirk in this. 1 have no time ta give you. 
an account of the Lord's kindnefs and tenderiiefs to*us» 
in reftraining the adyerlaries fury; for they began very 
brifkj. by making us ly all night bound, and exprefsly 
r^fufed to fuffer us to worfliip'God, or pray with one 
another* until we c^me to Linlithgow. But the Lord 
haftencth to come, beware of going back, 'wait for binrj, 
be not anxious abput what mall become qf you, or a 
xvmnant ; he is concerned, his interceiBon is fuScient, 
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get him fet np, and kceped. up in his own room in your 
fouls, and other things will be the more eafily keeped ' 
in theirs. Be . tender of All who have the root of the 
matter, but beware or compliance with jtoy, whither 
minifters or .profeflbrs, or adverfkrics. As to my judg- , 
ment (infignificant as it iis) I am neceflitate to refer you 
to the draught of a paper, which J drew at the defire of 
fome focieties in Clydfdale, intituled, fom'e ft^ps of de- 
fedion, &c. beware of a fpirit of bittemefs, peremptori- 
nefs, and ignorant zeal, which hath been the ruin of 
fome, and will be the ruin of more, if mercy prevent . 
not, I was withdrawn from by fome, as having given 
offence to them by my protefting againft their way in a 
particular, wherein I am fure as to the manner they were 
wrong ; and though they had been right, it was not a 
ground to have madfe fuch a feparation from me, much 
lefs from^ thefe who joined with me ? Ai^d if any divififti 
be longer kept up upon that account, they wiU find it a 
great iniquity, if rightly confidered. I can get no more 
written, nor fee I great need for it^ for the teftimony of 
martyrs is not your rule. Farewel.' 
From the tolbooth pf Edinburgh, July 27, i68i, 

• Sic fubfcribitur 
WALTER SMITH* 

Being come to the fcaffold, he accofted the multitude 
to this purpofe. All ye beholders who are c«me here 
upon various defigns, I entreat you, be not miiiaken a- 
ncnt the caufe of our fuflFering this day j for however ye , 
may be mifinformed, yet it is of verity, that we are 
brought here upon the matters of our God 5 becaufc 
we teftified againft .the fupr^macy, and v^ould not con- 
fent to the fetting of Chrift's crown upon the h^ad of 
him, who had by ufurpation afpired thereto, contrary to 
his foimer engagements. Upon this they caufed beat 
the dni«i«, which obliged him a little to filence ; but 
beckoning with his hand, he faid, I (liall only fay fome- 
thing to three particulars : and firft, atient that which 
fome are apt to believe, that vc are agSiinft authority ; 
but we deteft that, -and fay, that we own all the lawful 
cxercife of authority ; and we' hope, there are none, that 
are chriftians, will allow us to own the unlawful exercife, 
or rather tyranny of authority. At this the drums were 
^gain beat, and fo he fung a part of the cili Hfal. from 
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the beginning, and prayed ; which done he turned his 
;face tathe crofs, and faid, I bl«fs the Lord, 1 am not 
{urprifed, neither terrified with this death, or the man- 
ner'of it. I confefs, the thoughts of death have been, 
foxnetimes Very terrible totne, when 1 have been reflec- 
ting upon my mifpending of ^reci<"ns time, yea, fome- 
times the ftrength of temptation, and my own weaknefs, 
have made me herein to raze the very foundation of lAj 
/intereft ; but my God builds fafter, th^n he permits tjie 
devil and my falfe heart to caft down. I have had fome 
clouds even fince I came Jto prifon, but bleffed be God, 
thefe are all removed ; for my God hath faid to my foul^ 
** be of good cheer, .thy fms are forgiven thee :*• and ' 
^ the faith of this makes me not to fear grim deadi ; thou^ 
it be called the king of terror?, yet it is not foHo me i 
for this that you think a cruet and fudden death, is but 
at^ inlet to life, which fliall he eternal. Let none be. of- 
fended at Ghrift and his way, becaufe of fi^ffering'; for 
I can perfuade yoir, there is more of Chriil's help, and 
fupporting grace, .?ind ftrength in a fuffpring lot, than 
all that ever I heard of by the hearing of the ear ; but 
now I am made to find it in my own . experience, and I 
can fay, " he is altogether lovely.*' 

But a fecond thing that I promifed to fpeak to is, that 
I deteft and abhor all popery, prelacyjJEraftianifm, and 
jail other fteps of defedkion from the trutjis of God, and 
turning afide to the right and left hand. Alfo 1 tedify 
jigainfl aU errors, as quakeriim, Arminianifm, ^c.and 
all that is contrary, to found do^rine, who walk not ac- 
cording to the fcriptures, and make not the word and 
fpirit cf God their rule to walk by. I iave lived, and 
now am ready to die, a chriftian, a proteftant, and a 
prefbyterian in my judgment ; therefore let none hereaf- 
ter fay, that we walk not by the fcriptnres ; for once 
.Britain and Ireland, and efpecially Scotland, were deep- 
ly fwom to maintain, what now they difown; therefore 
beware of (landing in the way of others, feeing ye^ill 
not. go in yourfelves. jJI^, I eriiort all you that are the 
poor remnant* to beferipusin getting your intereft clear- 
ed, you that are in the dark with, your cafe, t^ke not 
.flafhes for converfion ; ftudy flioly converfation ; be at 
more pains to know the fcriptures, and believe them, be 
ferious iri prayer, flight not time, take Chrift in his own 
termv and rdblYe to iQeet with trials and that ihortly; 
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flight not known duties, commit not known (ins, what- 
ever fuffering ye may mcti with, 'for your cleaving to 
daty. Lippen to God and you will not be difappointed, 
conftruft well of him under all difpenfations ; weary not 
of fuffering ; ly not at eafe in a day of Jacob's trouble. 
I have one word more to fpeal^, to all that are going on 
in perfecuting .the way, and friends of Chrifl, and that 
is die very words of our Lord Redeemer, «* whatever ye 
do to one of thefe little ones, ye do it unto me," I pray 
the Lord, that he may open the eyes of all the eleA, who 
are yet ftrangers to regeneration ; and aUb convince fuch 
of diem as are fallen from their firft love. Now, my 
friends, I have this to fay in my own vindication, that 
(however I have been branded by fome, and mifconftni. 
ed by others, yet) I can fay in the fight of the Lord, be- 
fore whom I am now to appear, that I am free of any 
public fcandal ; I fay, I am free of .drunkennefs, I an| 
free of whpredom, thefts, or murder ; therefore let none 
fay, that we are murderers, or would kill any, but in 
felf-defence, and in defence of the gofpel. I truly for* 
give all men the wrongs they have done to me, as I dc- 
firc to be forgiven of . the Lord ; but as for the wrongs 
done to a holy God, I leave thefe to him, who is the a- 
vengcr of blood," let him do to them" as he may be glori- 
fied. Now 1 fay no more, but pray that all who are in 
his way, may be kept from finning under fuffering, and 
that every one may prepare for a ftorm, which I do veri- 
ly believe is not far off. 

Then (looping down, he faluted fome friends, and 
faid, Farewel all relations and acquaintances, farewel all 
ye diat are lovers of Chrift and his righteous caufe. . 
And beckoning to the multitude, he faid, farewel alfo. 
And fo he went up the ladder with the greatefl difcove- 
ries of alacrity, and magnanimity, and feating himfelf 
iipon it, he faid, now this death of mine I fear not ; for 
my fms are freely pardoned : yea, and I ftiall fin.no 
niore, for I am made through my God, to look hell, 
vrath, devils, and fin eternally out of countenance. - 
Therefore farewel all created enjoyments, pleafures an J 
delights : farewel finning and fuffering : farewell^ray- / 
ing and believing, and welcome heaven aijd fingin^{ 
Welcome joy in the holy Ghofi. Welcome Father, S/cr.^ 
and holy Ghoft, into ^ thy hands I commit my f^rir. 
When the executioner was about to uatic his cra'^t; he 
C . / thraft 
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thruft him away, and untied it himfelf, and calling for 
his brother, threw it down, faying, this is the laft to- 
keh you will get from me : After the napkin was drawn 
orer his face, he uncovered it again, and faid, I have 
one word mor^ to fay, and that is, to all that have any 
love to God, and his righteous caufe, that they will fet 
^ time apart, and fmg a fong of praife to the Lord> for 
what Jie has done, to my foul, and my foul fays, (to 
him be praife) then letting down the napkin, he prayed 
a little within himfelf^ and the executioner doing his of- 
fice, threw him oveiv 
I 

The iaft Teftimony of Mr James iTo/^ Studeftt of Theo- 
logy, who fufiPercd at the Crofs of Edinburgh, July 
27. 1 68 1, written in a letter to his brother. 

DEAR Brptlier, I have not now tim6 to^ write that 
which I would but to fatisfy your dcftrc, and the 
defire of others, who are concerned in the caiiijb and 
work of God, that is now at this time 'trampled upon ; 
I haye given out my indiflmcnt to a frjend of yours, and 
now I mall give you an account of the enemies profecu- 
tion thereof^ again ft us. My indidment did run upon 
three heads, i/?. That I had difowned the king's au- 
thority, idly^ That 1 faid; the rifmg in arms at Both- 
well-bridge, was lawful, and upon the defence of truth. 
^d/yy That I owned the.Sanquhair declaration, . in the 
whole heads and articles thereof. And having again 
«wnc4 this before the jufticiary and aiUzers, I held my 
peace, and fpake no more ; becaufe I faw what was fpok- 
cn by others, was not regarded, cither by our vmjufl 
judges, or mocking auditors : all that our fpeaking did, 
,was the cxpofing of us to the mockery of all prefent. 
But the reafons that were given in this, for our defence 
in the firft head, .were, that we- could not own the au- 
thority, as now prefently eftablifhed, unleik we fhould 
alio own the fupremacy, which the king hath ufurped 
over the Church. By our doing of this, we fhould rob 
Chrift of that which is his right : and give that unto a 
tnan, which is due to no mortal : The reafon is, becaufe^ 
xiye fupremacy is declared in their a^s of parliament, 
to Nc effential to the crown ; and that which is effendal 
to aiJy thing, is the fame with the thing itfelf ; fo that in 
ownin X ^ autliorityi f^e are of aeceflity obliged to juf** 
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tiff thcim In their ufurpation alfo. Bat there is another 
argument which to me is Talid, though I (poke it not 
before them i and it does not a little trouble me, that^I 
fhould hai'e^paflfed it. The advocate in his difcoarfe to 
the affizers, among other things, faid, that we were o- 
Tcrtuming thefe afts and laws, which they (the aflizcrs) 
had confented to, and were owning. Now I fuppofe 
their confent to the prefent ads and laws was never for- 
mally required of them, but that which is taken for their 
confent, is their fimple filence, when thcfe a<5ls were 
made and publifhed, and owning thefe parliaments as 
their reprefentatives, fo that I may clearly argue from 
this, that even in their own fenfe, my owning of the 
prefent authority now eftablifhed as lawful, and the pre- 
lent m'agiftrates as my magiftrates, is a gi^ng my con- 
fent to the prefent a(5ls and laws, and fo confequently to 
the robbing of Chrift of that which is his right. As to 
the fecond it being but one-particular fa<5t, deduced from 
that principle of felf-defence, and this principle being as 
pofitiyely aflerted by all of iis, I lopk upon the prifici- 
ple to be as exprefly fealed with our blood, as that 
particular fadl of rifing in arms at Bothwel-bridge iff. 
As to the third, it being a deed confequential from the 
firft, I look upon thern both to ftand and fall together, 
and he that owncth the firft, muft of neceffity own the. 
laft alfo. And as to that of declaring of war, I did al- 
ways look upon it to be one and the fame though differ- 
endy exprefled, with that contained m the paper, found 
at the Ferry, and that the mam dcfign of it, was to vin- 
dicate us before the world, in oul* repelling unjuft vio- 
lence, and clearing us of thefe afperfiqns, that were caft 
upon us, viz. The holding as a principle the lawfulnefs 
of private aflafllnations, (which we difown), and mur- 
dering all thofe, who are not of the fame judgment with 
us. Th_efe are the truths, which we are to feal with our 
blood, to morrow in the afternoon, at the crofs of, Edin- 
burgh. As to other particular adlibns, we ^declined to 
' anfwer pofitivcly to them, as th^t of the bifkop's death, 
wc told them, we could not be judges of other mens ac- 
tions : Afr-to the excommunication, becaufe we declined , 
them, as not competent judges, to cognofce upon an ec- 
clcfiaftic matter, tliey did not proceed upon it. 

And now, dear brother, you may fee our quarrel clear- 
ly ftated, to be the fam« that Mr, James Guthcry laid 
- C a' ' * dowa 
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down his bead for ; befide whofe, mine and xny other two 
- friends heads are to be fet. There were many other 
things paft in private betwixt me and Mr. William Pat- 
crfon, fometime my regem, now council clerk, with foxne 
^ others who ftrongly affaulted'me with their fnares, but 
* now I hope I may fay, that " my foul hath efcaped like 
a bird out of the fnare of the fowler." And as to your 
fecond defire of knowing how it went with my foul ; 
many and ftrong have been the affaults of Satan iince 
1 came to prifon, but glory to God, who hath not been 
wanting; to me in.giving me affiftancc, yea, many times 
un(bught, and he is yet continuing. And I hope fhall 
do^to the end, to carry me ibove the fear of death, to 
that I am in as fweet a calm, as if I were going to be 
married to one dearly beloved. Alas my cold heart is 
not able to anfwcr his burning love ! but what is wanting . 
hi me, is and fhall be made up in a Saviour <:omplete 
and well fumifhed in all things appointed of the Father 
for this end, t.o bring his ftraying children to their own 
home, whereof (I think I may adventure to fay it) I am 
one, though fee kiefs. Now I have no time to enlarge, 
clfe I would give you a more particular account of God's 
goodnefs and dealing with me ; but let this fuffice, that 
I am once fairly on the way, and within the view of 
Emmanuel's land, and in hopes to be received an inha- 
bitant there within the fpace of ,26 hours at moft^ 
Farewel all earthly comforts, farewcl all wordly amities, 
farewel all carnal defires^ welcome heaven and everlafting 
' happinefs, etc. I have no more fpare time, Grace xdercj 
-and peace be with you. Amen, 

From Edinburgh Tolbooth, July 27. i68r. 

Sic fubfcribitur JAMES BOIG. 

The Teftimony of that worthy gentleman, Davtd Had' 
Jloun of Rathillet, who fuflFered at Edin. July 3«. 1680. 

His interrogations and anfwers before the privy council, 
Saturday July 1 4. 1680. 

I. T7C7 HETHER or not had you any hand in the 
V V naurdering of the late Bilhop of St AndreVs ? 
Anfwere^, he was not obliged to anfwer that queftion, 
nor be his own accufer. 2. What be would declare as 
to the king's^ authority? Anfwered, that authority that 
. difowns the intereft of Gqd, and dates itfelf in oppofi- 
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tion to Jefiis Chrift, i^ no rpore to be owned ; but fo it 
is, the king's authority is now fuch, therefore^it ought 
not to be owned. 3. Whether the killing of the arch- 
bifnop o£ St Andrews was miirdcr, yea, or not ? Anfwer- 
ed, that he thought it no {m to difpatch a bloody mon- 
fter. 4. If be ownei the new covenant taken at the 
Queensferry, from Mr Cargil one of their preachers ? 
Anfwered, that he did own it in every particular tliere- 
of, and would fain iee the !man that in confcience and 
Tcafon would debate the contrary. 5. If he were at li- 
berty, and had th^ power to kill any of the king's coun- 
cil, and- murder them as he did the hifhop of StAndremts^ 
whether he would do it, yea, or not? Anfwered, that he 
had no fpare time to anfwer fuch frivolous and childifli 
queftions. 

The chancellor told him, that if he were not more in- 
genuous in his anfwers, he would prefeotly be tortured. 
He anfwered, that is but a little addition to your former 
cruelties, and I iiave that comfort, that though you tor- 
ture my wounded boidy, yet ye cannot reach mj foul. 
The chancellor urged him with feveral other qucftions,. , 
'^^hlch he refufed to anfwer. But, faid he, I would 
gladly fpeak a litde if I could have liberty, which was' 
allowed him. Then he faid. Ye know that youth is a 
folly, and I acknowledge* that in my younger years I' 
y^^ too much carried down with the fpait of it ; but that 
mexhauftible fountain of the goodnefs and grace of God, 
which is ^ree and great, hath reclaimed me, and as a 
fire-brand hath plucked me out of the claws of Satan;, 
and now I ftand here. before you as a prifoner of Jefus 
Chrift, for adhe^ng to his caufe and intereft, which hath 
Wn fealed with the blood of many worthies, who have 
buffered in thefe Jands, and hare witrie/red to the truth;s 
^i Chrift thefe few years bygbnfe, and I do own all tho-' 
teftimonies given by them,* a^nd defire to put in my mite 
among theirs, and am not only willing to feal it with 
J^y blood, but alfo with the fiiarpeft tortures that you 
^an imagine. Then being interrogate by the bifhop of 
Edinburgh, what he would anfwer to that article of the 
Confefiion of Faith, that difference of religion doth not 
Jnake void the magiilrate's right and authority ? He an- 
gered, he would not anfwer any perjured prelate : The 
bifliop replied,* he was in the wrong to him, becaufe he , 
^y^x took the covenant, therefore he was not perjured, 
C s, and 

Digitized by i^OOgle 



3 b The h/i Spiech and T^imcny 

aad fi9 de{er\red not that n^pne. But ibzne of them afk- 
ed l\ini, how he would anfwer thaf queftipn ? He anfwer- 
cd, that queftion was anfwered long ago by the folemn 
league and covenant, which binds us only to maintain 
and defend Ihei king in the defence of the true religion ; 
but now the king having ftated himfclf an €tremy to re- 
ligion, and all that will live religioufly, therefore it is 
high time to ftiake off all obligation of allegiance to hia 
authority. Next day they afked if he had any more to 
fay ? He anfwered, that wMch he had to fay was faid 
^ alreadv in every particular thereof ; and, faid he, I will 
not only feal it with my blood, but with all the- tortures 
ye can imagine. 

Follows the extrad of the proceedings of the privy coun- 
cil, Edinburgh, July 2,9. 1680. 

IN prefence of the Lords Judiciary, . clerk and com- 
miflioners of Jufticiary , compeared David Hackftoun 
of Rathiliet, and declines the king's Majefty's authority, 
the authority of the commiflioners of Jufticiary as his 
judges, anit abfolutely refufes to fign this declaration, as 
being before perfons who are not his Judges. He refuf- 
es to anfwer concerning the murder of tTie late bifhop of 
St Andrews, and fays, the claufes of his declinement, 
are, becaufe they have ufurped the fupremacy over the 
church, belongfcg alone to Jefus Chrift, and have efta- 
blifhed idolatry, perjury, and other iniquities ; and in 
profecuting their defign, in confirming themfeUres in this 
iifurped right, have med much innocent blood. There- 
fore the faid David, adhering to Chrift, his rights, and 
kingly office over the church, declines them that are his 
open enemies and competitors for his crown and power, 
as competent- judges ; refufes, as formerly, to fign this 
his declaration, dated from his own mouth ; whereupon 
his inajefty's advocate takes inftruments,. and requires 
the commiflioners of jufticiary to (ign the fame in his 
piefence, as for him; and his majefty's advocate takes 
inftruments, that the faid David has declined his ma- 
jefty's authority, and the authority of his commiflioners, 
and refufed to deny the murder of the late biihop of St 
Andrews, and requires Meflrs John: Vas, James Balfour, 
and the men of the court witnefles to the forefaid de- 
claration. Sic fubfcribitur, Sir Robert Maitland, James 

. ..Foulis, 

Digitized by VjOOQK 



qJ Mr David Hacifioun. 3 1 

Foulis, Darld Balfoiiry David Falconer, Rodger Hodge. 
Upon Friday, July 30 Being again brought before 
the coYincil, it was afked of him if he had any other 
thing to fay ? He anfwered, that which I liave faid I 
will feal it. Then they told him, they had fomething to 
fay to htm; and commanded him to fit down and re- 
ceive his fentenee $ which willingly be did, but»told them 
they Were all bloody murderers, for all the power they 
had was derived from tyranny ; and that thefe years by- 
gone they have not only tyrannized over the church of 
God, but have alfo grinded the faces of the poor, fo that 
oppreffions, bloodfhed, perjury, and many murders were 
to be found in their Ikirts. Upon which he was inconti- 
nent carried away to the fcaffbld, at the market-crofs of 
Edinburgh, where he died with great torture infilled 
upon his body, not being permitted to leave any uSitUq* 
ny tQ the world, except what is comprehended iji^^fe 
miffives directed to fome of his chridian acquaintaBtes^ 
from" his prifon in the tolbooth of Edinburgh ; • which are 
as follows. 

The copy of a letter written by David Hacifloun of 
RaihU/etf to his Chriftian Friend N. Dated from the 
tolbooth of Edinburgh, July z6. 1680. 

Dear acquaintance, 

I KNOW, this late difpenfation of providence will oc- 
cafion much fadnefs to you, and other lovers of the 
Lord's truth, now in this day, when fo few, by their 
pradice, prove themfelves to be zealous for Qod, or 
lovers of his truth ; but inftead of that growth in the 
graces of God's fpirit, and fteadfaftnefs which fhould be 
in chriftians, have made defed:Ion :/rom the truth, and 
are fallen from their firft love) to the ftrengthenin^ the 
hands of ufurpers of the crown of Chrift, in their unlaw- 
ful encroachments on the privileges of the Son of God. 
Wherefore T intreat you, and all others, as you would 
not offend God, and provoke him to more anger, do not 
murmur, but blefs and pratfe him^ and fubmit to him 
in all humility ; for if this be one of the fteps of Zion's 
deliverance, and God's glory, why fhould not we praife ' 
him for every thing ? If we had the' manner of our de- 
livery at our carving, we would fpoil it. He is the wif- 
dom of the Father, who fits at -the helm and orders all . 
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affairs. The faith of this would filence all fuggcftions 
from Sat^n, our own hearts, an(J mi/belief. I deflre you 
would diicharge all that have love or affection to me, not 
to be fad on my account, but rathej to rejoice on my be- 
half, that God hatii fo honoured me in ^11 1 have been try ft- 
cd with: For as h^ toolc me, whep/I was a 'flave to 
Satan, and fm, and cad his love upon me, and plucked 
me as a brand out of the fire, and brought me into co- 
venant with him, to promote and carrjTforward his work, 
without fear of what man can do unto me ; and as he 
helped me to make the bargain with him -upon good 
terms, which was a renouncing of my own ftrength, and 
a rcfolution to do all in his m'ength ; fo now he bath 
been faithfjil in all things te me, and hath furnifted me 
fufficiently for whiat he hath called me to, and bath paffed 
by my many grofs failings and breaches of my conditions 
to him, and hath done to me above ^hat I could a& of 
him. O that I could commend him- to all; and ftir up 
all to fear, and believe on him ! But tbe^lukewarnniers 
and want of love t© God, and iiidiflFerency in Chrift's 
matters, and * neutrality in thefe jthings are come to io 

great a height among prpfeflbrs, that, I think, God is 
ying a ftujnbling-block' before them, that when tbey 
ate fallen he may be glorified in his juftice,- by bruaging 
that ftroke of vengeance that feems^to be hanging over 
thefe lands, becaufe of their fearful idolatry, perjury, 
bloodshed, blafphemy, and other dominations, the whole 
land is, this day, guilty pf. Lord grant repentance, aitid 
a fpif it of mourning ; brokennefs and contrition of ipirit 
is die only facrifice well-pleafing unto God, Firft our 
reprefcntatives, eftablilhed thefe fins, in oiir national de- 
crees, which we have homologate in owning them crer 
after ; and much more have we homologate their fins, in 
contributihg ,to the ftrengethning of tlieir-hands againd 
God, as alas, but few be free of this, this day ! O that 
preachers would preach repentance, and profedbrs would 
exhort one another to mourn, in fecrct, and together, 
becapfe of fin ; and with their mourning would believe, 
for thefe are very confident together. I find flefli and . 
blood great enemies to faith, and friends, yea, fofterers 
•f finful fears. It is above nature to believe, efpeciaUy 
when difpenfations feem to contradid our faith : but if 
any had faith towards God concerning me, let not this, 
brangle their faith, but rather ftrengthen ; there is no- 

thincc 
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thing can contradia what God liath determined ; but 
o?er all oppoiition he will perfedl his work in and by roe-i 
as he fees moft for his own glory. 

Wherefore let us fubmit to his will, and lie before the 
throne in behalf of Zion and her children ; and O ! tha^ 
you yourfelf would, and defire others that are faithful, 
to hold up my cafe to Zion's God, that he would glorify 
himfelf in me ; and let your prayers be in faith ; To him 
that belie veth, all things are poffible. There are many 
fecklefs prayers, that prevail, not with God becaufe of 
unbelief. 1 know, thefe fufFerings will be a great tum- 
bling to many, but Tet it Aot be to you : 1 blefs the Lord, 
it is not fo to me, but rather the power, yea, the love 
of God to me ; for it was not altogether unexpc^led un- 
to me : For I cannot deny, but it was over the belly of 
confcience, that I joined with fome of our party ; for 
fomeof them had not their garments clean of the late 
defedions, and there' was too much pride amongft us : 
Neither dare I allow that taking of fatisfadlion for prac- 
tices which are the homologating of the- public fins, 
which we did about half an hour before our break; 
which checked me exceedingly in the time. ♦! think, 
real forrow would make hien think themfelves not worthy 
to be employed in that work ; f eal evidences of reconci- 
liation with God (hould be feen before admiffion to fuch 
an employment. O that all would take warning, not to 
Venture to follow any man over confcience ! There were 
choice godly men among us, but one Achan will make 
Ifrael to fall, t fear the Want of faith among us, all 
alongft our late bufmefs : I, know, many mouths will be 
opened againft me becaufe of what I did before this 
hufinefs, but \ dare not but fpeak it, this is a ftumbling-- 
hlock laid to drive them to more fm ; and alas ! that I 
did not more to purge us of every fm, efpecially known 
fin among us. "^ 

And now, knowing ye will be anxioufrto know how it 
Was then, ^nd how it hath been fmce with me ; Pirft, 
^e getting notice of a party out feeking us, fcnt two on 
Wednefday night late to know their motion, and lay on 
a njuir-iide all night ; ^nd Thurfday about ten hours we 
^entto take fome meat, and fent out other two, and 
defired them to confult with the firft two, who had not 
come to us, but were lying down to deep, who all four 
murned and told us, it was unneceiTary to fend any for 

intelligence 
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ihtelligence, tliey having fecured it. - Whereupon, aft<^r 
we. had gotten fome meat, we came to a piece of graf s, 
and lay down, and prefenily we were all alarmed tliat 
they were upon 4is ; and fo making ready, we faw them 
coming fail on j and that about three or four hours in 
the afternoon ; and each one refolving to fight, I rode 
off and found a ftrength for our advantage, and drew 
up quickly eight horfe on the right hand with R. D. and 
fifteen on the left with me, being no more ; the foot 
not being forty, and m;.ny of theni ill armed, in the 
midft. The enemy advanced faft, about one hundred 
and twelve, well armed and horftd ; who fending about 
twenty dragoons on foot to take the wind of us, we fent 
a party on foot to me«t them, and the reft of us advan- 
ced immediately after, v^hen our horfe fired, and wound- 
ed and killed fome both hqrfe and foot^ our horfe ad- 
vanced to their faces, and we fired on each other ; I be- 
ing foremoft, and finding the horfe behind me bro'ken, 
I then rode in amongft them, and went out at a fide, 
without being wounded ; 1 was purfued byfeyerals, with 
whom I fought a good fpace, biit at length I wa% ftricken 
down with three on horfe-back behind me ; and receiv- 
ing three wounds on the head, and falling, fubiyiittcd to 
them. They gave us all teftimony of brave refolutc 
men- What more of our men were killed, I did not 
fee, nor know ; I was brought toward Douglas. *^hej 
ufed me civilly, and brought me drink out of a houw 
by the way. At Douglas, Janet Cleland was kind to 
me, and brought a Surgeon to me, who did but little 
to my wounds, only ftanched the blood. 

Next morning I was brought t© Lanerk, and brought 
.before Dalziel, and Lord Rofs, but I not fatisfying them 
with anfwers, Dalziel did threaten to roaft me ; and 
carrying me to the tolbooth, caufedme tobeboundmoft 
barbaroufly, and caft me down, where I lay till Saturday 
morning, without any being admitted to look my wounds, 
or give me any eafe whatfomever.. And next morning 
they brought me and John Pollock, and other two of 
us, ngar two miles on foot, I being without ftoes, where 
that party which had broken us at firft, received us. 
They were commanded by Earlfhall. We were horfed, 
civilly ufed by the'm on the way, and broiight to Edin- 
burgh about four in the aftcnioon, and carried about 
the north-fide of the town to the foqt of the Canongate, 

where 
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where the town magiftrates were, who received us ; and 
fetting mc on a horfe with my face backward, and the 
otlier three bound on a goad of iron, and Mr Cameron's 
head carried on a halbert before me, and another head 
in a facky which I knew npt, on a lad's back ; and fo we 
were carried up the ftreet to the parliamcnt-clofs, where 
I was taken down, and the reft* loofed ; all was done bf 
the hangman. I was carried up to the council, and iirfl 
put up into a room alone, where the chancellor came, 
and alked if I knew him ? I anfwered, yes; I was brought 
in before the council, where the chancellor read a ditto 
againft me. Firft anent the biftiop's murder, to which 
1 anfwered, I was obliged by no law, either of God or 
man, to anfwer to it ; and neither to accufe myl*clf, nor . 
reveal others by vindicating myfelf, or any other way. 
The advocate atked, where I was the third day of May 
was a year ? To whom I anfwered, I am not bound to 
keep a memorial where I ahi, or what I do every day. 
The chancellor afked, if I thought it murder ? To which 
1 anfwered, though I was not bound to anfVer fuch 
queftions, yet I would not call it fo, but rather fay, it 
was no murder. The advocate faid. Sir, you muft be a 
great liar, to fay you remember not where you was that 
day, it being fo remarkable a day. I replied. Sir, you ' 
Tnoft be a far greater liar, to fay, I anfwered fuch a thing. 
Whereupon the chancellor replied, my lord advocate, 
he fdid only, he was not bound to keep in memory eve- 
ry day's work- 

The chancellor afked, if I adhered to Mr Cargil's pa- 
pers, which they called the new covenant taken at the 
Ferry ? I anfwered, I would know what any would fay 
againft them. He alked, if I owned the king's authori- 
ty ? I told, tliough I was not bound to anfwer fuch quef- 
tions, yet being permitted to fpeak, I woi? 1 fay fome- 
what to that. And firft, that there could be ho lawful 
authority but wha;t was of God ; and that no authority, 
ftated in a direct oppofition to God; could be of ,God ; 
and that I knew of no authority nor judicatory this day 
in thefe nations, but what were in a direct oppofition to 
God, and fo could neither be of God, nor hiwful, and 
that their fruits were kything it, hi that they were fet- 
ting bougerers, murderers, forcerers, and fuch others at 
liberty from juliice, and employing them in their fervice, 
and made it their whole work to opprcfs,- kill, and de- 
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ftroy the Lord's people. The chancellor and all raged^ 
and defircd nfe to mftance one of fuch, fo fet at liberty 
and employed. I anfwered to that, though it were c- 
nough to inftance any fuch when I faw a judicatory to 
.execute juftice, yet I would inftance one ; and I inftan- 
ced a bougerer, liberated at the (heriff court of Pife, and 
afterwards employed in dieir fervicc. At. which the 
chancellor raged, and faid, I behoved to be a liar ; but 
I offered to prove it. Bifliop Paterfon aiked, if ever Pi- 
late and that judicatory, who were direct enemies to 
Chrift, were difowncd by him as judges ? I anfwered^ 
that I would anfwer no perjured prelate in the nation. 
He anfwered, that he could not be called perjured, be- 
caufe he never took that facrileg'ious covenant. I an- 
fwered, that God would own that covenant when none 
of them were to oppofe it. They cried all, I was pro- 
phefying; I anfwered, I was not prophefying, but that 
I durft not doubt, but God, who had fuch fingular love 
to thefe lands, as to bring them into covenant in fb pe- 
culiar a manner with him, would let it be feen that his 
faithfulnefs was engaged to carry it through in oppofi- 
tion to his enemies. Some aiked, what I anfwered to 
that article of the confeffion of faith concerning the king? 
I- anfwered,^ it was cleared in thefe two covenants. The 
advocate aOied, what I faid of that article of the cove- 
nant, wherein we are bound to maintain and defend the 
king ? I defired him to tell out the reft of it, which was, 
in. defence of religion, but not in the deftru(5^ion of re- 
ligion. The chancello?^ threatened me with boots, and 
other terrible things ; and faid, I (hould not have the 
benefit of a fudden death. To which I anfwered, it 
would be but an addition to their cruelties ufed againft 
God's people before, and that I was there a prifoner of 
Chrift, ov^ning his truths againft his open enemies, and 
referred it i?^ their own ads of parliament and council, 
to let their cruelty and oppofition to Cod and his people 
be feen. 

After this, they called for a furgeon, and removed 
me to another room ; where he dreued my wounds; In 
which time, the chancellor came, and kmdly aiked, if 
ever I faid to a fhepherd on the Mounthill,- that if I 
thought they would not put me to an ignominious death, 
I would refer myfelf to the chancellor ? I faid, No. He 
faid^ a fhepherd came to him and faid fo, I faid, that 
1 he, 
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he, or anjr other who faii fo to Wm were liars. 1 was 
afked by Ibihe, concerning our llreng'h. To which I 
told, hovv; few we were, and how lurpiilcd by fuch a, 
ftrong party, an J that kiiowin^ with ujiat cruel orders 
they came againll us, we were forced to fi^^ht. After 
drciling of ipy 'wounds, I was brought back to them, 
and thtfe things being written, were lead over to me ; 
to which i adhered ; and being afked, if I would {\^n 
them, i laid, not. i he chancellor laid, he would do it 
for me;. S >me one oi them alked, at the firft time, con- 
cerning my being atfoine oth*ir bufineii i to whom I an- 
fwered, that though 1 was not obliged to anfwcr fuch 
quedions, yet I adhered to all' that had been done in be- 
half of that cauie againll its enemies. After whiwh, I 
was fent to the toli^ooth, and have met fince with all 
manner of k.ndnefs, and wap:: for nothini;. My wounds 
are duly drtlTed, which, I fear, may prove d:adly, they 
being all in the head, the reft ot my body is {ti(e. 

In all thefe trials (I bkfs the Lord) I was ft.iyed, un- 
moved, no alteration if countenance in the leaft, nor 
impatience appeared. Some rf them have come to me, 
and regreted that fuch a man as I fhould have been led 
away with Cameron. 1 aniwered, he whs a faithful 
minifter of Jefus Chrift, apd as for me, I dc fired to be 
one of thefe defpicabe ones whom Chrift choofed. They 
faid, it was a quaJcer b'kc anfwer. I told it was the 
"Words of Chrift and his apoftles Biftiop Paterfon's bro- 
ther, pnknown to me, had a long realoning with me, 
but I think, not to truth's difad vantage. ' He told me, 
that the whf>le council onferved, that 1 gave them- not 
their due titles ; at which I fmiled, and' made no reply « 
He laid, 1 was ill to the bilhop. I told, that I afl^irted 
the truth. He laid, that he never took tlie covenant, 
and fo could n^t be perjured. I anfwered, prelacy-it- 
fclf was abjured by the whole nation. He told me, that 
the whole council found, 1 was a man of great parts, 
and alfo of good birth, i replied, for my birth, I was 
related to the be ft in the kingd<;m, which I thought lit- 
tle of i and for my pans they jjvere fmall ; yej I trufted 
fo much to the goodnefs of that calife for which I was a 
prifoncr, that tf they" would give God that juftice as to 
let his caufe be difputed, I doubted not to plead itagainft ^ 
all that could fpeak againft it. It was caft up to me b Jth 
at the council and here, that there were not two hun- 
D dred 
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drcd in the tsxioxi to own our caufe. I anfwercd at both 
times, that the caufe of Chrltt had been ofreu owned by 
fewer. I was prefled to take advice; I anfwered, I 
would advife with God and my own confcience, ,and 
would not depend on men, and refufed to debate any 
more, fince it was to no purpofe, being troublefome to 
me, and not advantageous to the caufe. At the coun- 
cil, fome faid, I was pofTefTed with a devil ; fome one 
thing, fome another. The chancellor faid, I was a vU 
tious man ; I anfwered, while I was fo, I had been ac- 
ceptable to him ; but now, when oiherways, it was not 
fo. He aiked me, if I would yet own that, caufe with 
my blood, if at liberty ? I anfwered, both our fathers 
had owned it with the hazard of their blobd before me. 
Then was I called by all, a murderer. I anfwered, God 
fhould decide it bttivixt us,^ to whom I refer it, who 
were mt)ft murderers in Ifis fight, they or I» ♦ 

Ye have an'account, as near as I can givt, of what 
paiTed ampng us. Be ye, and defire all others to-be, 
earneft with Cn^dy in. my behalf; for I am weak, and 
cannot, (land without conftant fupplies of the graces of 
his fpirit.' O ! 1 am afraid left 1 deny hrm"^ I haveVich 
prozoifcs, but I want faith. Pray and wreftle in »y be- 
half, and in behalf of .the reft. And fhew this to my 
friends in that -caufe with me, efpecially D. K* Let all 
ly before the Lord7 that he would (hew us the caufe of 
his anger againft us ; and let me know with the firft oc- 
cafion who of us were flafn. Commend me to all 
friends: and let none ftumble at the caufe, b*. caufe of 
this. It was often in my mouth to almoft all, that if wc 
purged not ourfelves of the public and paiticular fins a* 
mong us, God would break us, and bring a delivery 
cut of our afhes. Let none murmur at what we fhould 
think our gh'^ry. And let minifters and others be afraid 
to be niore tender of men than God's glory. And how- 
ever it be a ftumbling to fom.e, let it be a token of the 
loye of God, to his church, to you, and all that love his 
truth, fray for the, out-lettings of all the graces of 
God's fpirit to me, and all the reft. I have need of pa- 
tience, fubmiflion, humiJitr* love to, and zeal for God : 
hope and faith above all, without which 1 am but a frail 
worm, and will fall before thefe enemies of mine, inward 
ai)d outward. And thus recommending you to his grace, 

who 
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irho hath bought us with hi* precious blood, and re- 
membering my lore to all friends, I am, 
. Tiur^j in owrfweet Lord, atut Sympathizer m our qjpiditom^ 
Bicfibfcribhur DAVID HACKSTOUN. 

The copy of another Letter written by DavU Hackjloufi 

of Rathillet, to a gentlewoman of his acquaintance. 

. Dated from the tolbooth of Edinburgh, July 28. i6do« 

Madam, 

THE bearer fl&ows me, your Ladyfhip degres to 
ktaow what T mean by the Achan I mentioned in my 
other ; which 1 fhall explain : and alas !, that I- hare fuch 
a wide field to walk in, when I name fuch a thing ; for 
I know not how to find out the man that is free of th« 
accurfed thing among us, for which God is contending 
againft the land ; efpeclally againft fuch as woilld bo 
moft free of the public" fms, and raoft down-right for 
Gdd. Only I defirc both to reverence, and admire 
the holy wifdom and loving ktndnefs of God, that i^^ 
by ihefe dark-like difpenfations, purging his people, that 
"he may bring forth a chafte fpoufe to himfelf in Scot- 
land! Thefe are tokens of his fatherly love : and I fear 
a delivery, while we (land guilty of fuch things, as are 
fo open whoredoms againft eur married^hufband, might 
rather be looked upon as a bill of divorce, than joining/ 
again in a married relation. And firft,^I muft explain 
the national fins, acccording to the light God hath bei^ 
towed upon me, out of his free grace, who is, not tied to 
any, but choofeth and revealeth himfelf to whom he 
will ; and often glorifies his free grace, ift making ufe 
even of the greatefi finners^ as I confefs I have been one ;. 
which national fins are contained in our national decrees* 
Andjirft, the whole land is become guilty of idolatry, 
as tt is eitabliihed by the adts of fupremacy, efpecially in 
the a^ explanatory: wherein all the declarative glory 
and prerogatives of Jefus'Chtift are given to the king, 
which is fearful idolatry, in afcribing tliat which he halh 
purchafed with his precious bood, and received from hi a 
Father^ as his gift, and hath refcrved as his peculiar 
glory 5 giving this, I fay, unto a creature,i whom, by 
this blaiphemous decree', we have fet up in the roomi of 
Jcfus Chrift, as govempr and abfolute head and judge 
in all ecckfiailic a|fairs 1 And by the fame decree, all 
Da ads 
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ii£ls aiid laws contrarf to it are refcinded, and the wKdle 
word of Go(j» contained in the fcriptures, are a law con* 
. trary to it, and lb by this are ref inded. Now, beddes 
this iin of idolatry ; by the a6l recfirory,* all other a&s, 
oaths, covenants and engagements^ that the lands are 
lying under, iworti to God, and in kis name, stre reictnc)'- 
ed, anJ declared null: and in contempt' of God, to 
whom, and' in whofe name th'ey were fo folemnly fwom, 
and fo often renewed, and burnt by the hands of the 
hangman, through fevcral places of thefe covenanted 
kingdoms. This is a legal perjurynnd breach of coye- 
Banr» unparallslable in lacrcii or piofane hiftOry. Bc- 
iides, in contempt of the prefence of God, feea at thoi 
jneetings of his people convened in his name, they have 
declared them rendezvoufes of rebellion : and by another 
^A, have accounted it prefumption for a minifter to 
preach without doors. Thus contemning die call of 
Chrift ; whereby they fct themfelvcs above God. 

I could mention many other circum fiances^ whereid 
this generation has toucl'.ed the aceurfed thing, and has 
bowed the knee to that .Baal-like idol of the Lord's in» 
dignation and anger ; but I (hall only mention befides 
thefe twoi a ihird, of fome who have appeared in arms 
agaiuft God, for, and in my company with his enemies, 
i^ow, that way of giving and caking fatisfaSlon for thefe 
fins, which fome are for, 1 cannot confent to : For, firft, 
Thefe fmful practices being pnidlices immediately againft 
God, and :he firft table of the law, no fatisfadion to 
man can be fufficient. I clofe not that door that God 
hath opened in mercy to the real penitent, but I fay, real 
evidences that God has forgiven, fhould be, before a 
joining with fuch in fociety. I know the gofpel fhould 
,be prcachc-d to all, that they may repent, thai heing the 
means of God hath appointed for converfion, when ratn 
have finned ; but O I when men after light fall into 
thefe things, and others counfel and advife them to fuch 
things, fearful (hall their doom be, if God prevent them 
not in his mercy ! Now, Madam, there were fome fnch 
among us ; and, as I haveobferved, God has ftill punifh- 
ed that -party that has been appearing for him, when 
they have taken in, and joined wi^th, the men of thefe 
abominations ; and has, as it were, laid by fuch as have 
complied with this, times' apcftacy, 1 doubt net, referv- 
ing them to the general ftroke he is threatening th« whole 
, '- - laixdsi 
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knds with. O that one and all were making their (buls 
inteit/l fure with God ! And I am, Madam, your 
Ladjihip's, in all Uumllity, in Jefas Chrill, 

DAVID HACKS rOUN. 

A copy of a third letter writen by David Hachjlom^ dur^ 
ing bis imprifonment; To his Chriflian friend A'. 
l/ated July 28. i56o^ 

Dear and Clirtftian acquaintance, 

MY love being remembered to you, and all frieRdi? 
in Jefus Chrift \ thefe are to Ihew you and all 
•thers that 1 now love the truth, as it is this day own- 
ed by the fmallef^ handful that pretend thereto j that I 
was yefterday before the lords of justiciary,; they charg- 
«d me with feveral things. I declmed the king's autho- 
rity as an ufurper of the prerogatives of the Son of God, 
whereby he hath involved the lands in idolatry, perju- 
yy, and other wickednefTes : and 1 declined them as ex- 
crcifing under him the fupreme power ovet the church, 
ufarpecl from Jei'us Chrift ; who, iji carrying on their 
deGgns of confirming themfelves in their ufurpations of 
the crown of Chrift, had ftied fo much innocent blood 
throughout the land : and that therefore I, as an owner 
of Chrift's right, and his kingly office, which they by 
their wicked decrees had taken from him, durft not, with 
oiy own confent, fuftain,them as competent judges ; but. 
dedined them 4s open, and ftatcd enemies to the living - 
God, and competitors for his throne and power,.helong-.- 
*^g alone to him; whereupon I was dirpiifred,>and at 
Ji'ght n?y indidment to compear to morrow before an 
affize was intimatw-d. Where-ever Mr D.X.' is, acquaint 
him with ray cafe, or fend him this line ; for I know the 
'Qindof God is with him ; and defire him to write to 
"*«• I think, 1 d.ire not m;ft>eltcve, but when fears 
J^ialt me, I thiilk there is a voice faying to me, fear nor. 
*-et none ftumble at our caufc, becaufe of the late dif- 
P^fation ; it is God's caufe, which was and \% in^ our 
"inds, though he has punifhed us with his fatherly cliaf- 
Jfements, becaufe of fm amongft us. ■ Every tree th^t 
^^'t^eth forth fruit, he pargeth it, that it may briii^ 
jorth more fruit. But that which decayeth and goeth 
packward is4^d by as ufelefs. John Pollock has been' 
^ the boots^ but I am informed, he is not dUcouraged,, 
^ D 3 bat. 
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but IS likely to be well again. My wotxnds arc Tcry* 
fote, butj bieflCed be God, he keeps me in a good temper, 
both 'of body and mind. I am kindly enough uled,. 
■wanting nothing. I reconamend you, and all the faith- 
ful, to the prote<5tion of him, who is the almighty God^ 
and everlaftiag Father. No more, but refts, 

Vour's in our fweet Lord Jefus Chrift, 

DAVID HACKS rOUN. 

A letter to his Sifter. 

^ ^^ovin^ Sifter, 

I RECEIVED yours, ^nd the other wiih it, both tm 
my contentment and fatisfaftion : 1 1 makes me afraid 
that the eyes of mar.y (hould be on me. Let all look 
to God ; I am frail, but Chrift is ftrong : I have his 
promife of through-bearing, and affurance that he (houlti 
honour me in his caufe, before this. Ly low before the 
iord, ard let others that are yet faithful be earneft on " 
my behalf: and do it in faith: The prayers of the faith- 
ful avail much. Have you nothing, and tell all friends 
to have nothing to do with fuch, as have ado with thcfc 
that are fitting in that feat, and exerciling that power, 
.^ which belongs alone to Chrift. The ftroke of the Lord's 
anger ;is ready xo be poured forth ; and. thefe that have 
received greateft talents from God, and have made that 
ufe of them, to ftrengthcn enemies liands by bonds, or 
otherways owni- g tjiem, (hall be moft remarkable in the 
ftroke ; and fliall not be honoured to tcftify for thrift, 
dcfpifed Chrift, robbed Chrift, contemned Chrift, by this 
generation. Remember me to all relations and fiiends ; 
and give warning to all to cleave to Chrift's .truths and 
intereft. If the free grace of God be glorified in me, 
ought not all to praifc h m ? Chrift came not to call the 
righteous, but ftnners. Many of this generation think 
they have fo much grace ; that they cannot fin ; but I 
muft tell them, grace doth not warrant from fin, and 
they may fo think of it* 

DAVID HACKSTOUN. 
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Tht <Jying tcftlmony of Archibald AHJ^m, v/ho lived in ihc 
parifti of Evandale in Clydeldale, and fuffered at ihc 
Grafs-market of Edinburgh, Auguil i^. 1689. 

THER E have been many fuch fights fcen in tliU 
placb of executipn, fmce the year 1660, tor this 
intcreft and caufe, for which I have received the ientence 
of death ; and here I am in your prefence to lay down 
my life this day ^ for which I charge thee, O my foul, 
and all thd.t is within me, to blefs and magnify the name 
of the Lord, who can pcrfe(fl his praife, and bring a tef- 
tiraony put of the niouths of babes or fucklings ; yea» 
before he want fomc to feal his telUmony, even if it were . 
from the beaAs of the field, he will not want, as in Ba- 
laam's days, the dumb afs fpeaking with man's voice, 
gave a teftimony againft the madnejOs of the prophet. 
Wherefore, uj\worthy as I am, I am come here, and 
beg your ear and attention ; ye who are Ipedators and 
auditors, if the Lord fiiall permit me to fpeak a feir 
words, and 1 fliall be but brief. 

There are many come here this day to hear and jee 
me lay down this tabernacle of mine, that hath various 
ends, but our Lord knows you. ail and yiHir ends both ; 
it is true, God is my witnefs, that 1 judge myfelf the - 
unworthieft perfon of any that have loli their blood iox^ 
this honourable caufe. He has been pleUfed to take a 
teftlxn'ony from noblemen, gentlemen, miniilers, and poor 
plowman lads, and tradefmcii of feveral forts, which is 
a token for good, that he has yet a kindncfs lor thele co- 
venanted lands. And I bltfs the Lord « with all my 
heart, that ever he called me with his heavenly calling ; 
I blefs the Lord, that 1 Lave, a life to lay down for hi* 
fake ; glory to the Lord* that I ihaU haye blood and 
wounds in his caufe. 

But to come more particularly to diepurpofe in hazld, 
the ai tides of my indi^ment were thefe Fir/^t they 
charged me with rebellion, for joining with theie- they 
call rebels, and declared enemies to the king, and ene- 
mies to all good govenuncnt : for my own part 1 nevci: 
call^ them fo. I declare here where I ftand before hixa 
who will b^ my judge within a little, mj defign in cQn:i^ 
ing forth with arms,* was to hear the gofpcT preached 
tnUy and jEaUhfuHy^ and I Jmow it W4s tUt defigp of 
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ihat poor handful to c^rcnd the gofpel, and to keep np^ 
• a wltnefs and tcftimony againft the abounding corrup- 
tions that this land is fiiled with from end to end, and 
to plead^ with the Lord that he would not make a totals 
. removal therefrom. Yea, I heard Mr Richard Csyiicr- 
OD fay, ** My friends, we are not to compare onrfelves , 
with Gideon's three hundred msn, no not at all ; our 
deiign is to have you examined, Kow ye are, aijd what 
ye are ; to choofe two ©r three of the foot, aCnd two or 
three of the horfe, that arc fojmd fitted qualified for el- 
ders, to try your principles, to try your life and conver- 
fation, and to have you being chriftians. Our number 
uas more the laft day, and we gav« them free^ leave to 
go home, and only but a few handful to ftay ; for we 
deiign not to fall upon any party of the forces, except 
they be few in number, and oppofe us in keeping up the 
pofpel in the fields, for I am perfuaded that one meet-t* 
mg in the fields has been more owned and countenanced> 
by his prefence with his people, than twenty houfe meet* 
'ings as they are now bought; and therefore make no# 
ftrife among yourfelves about officers, 4>ecaufe they are 
\>ut men ;^ yea, I think, there is not a* man among you* 
all meet for it ; we are not meet to be aminifter to you^, 
only we are to wait tijl the Lord provide hexx^t \ and- 
ye that are notfatisfied to. ftay in defence of the gofpel;, 
good-morrow to you, whatfoever ye htJ* Arid To I; 
thought it was rational and warrantable both from the 
word of God, and oiir folemn vows and covenants,, 
i^^hich you and the whole land are engaged unto. Now 
ft fee what was my motive to join with that handful i 
and in this I have peace, and on this ground 1 lay down 
my life. There is a fecond motive I had, for which I 
thought myfclf bound to own that perfecuted caufe and 
intereft of riiy bleffed Lord and Matter, Jefus Chrift : I 
Being about two years ago in Carrick, arid hearing the 
precious gofpel of Jefus Chrift, in thefe glorious days,, 
the fliining of the countenance of our Lord was difcern- 
ibly Teen there, both upon his minifters and people ; I^ 
thought it my duty to mark it. The Lord did fo foften 
mnd animate my hdart at that time, that X made It^'my 
work how I might win to clearncfs ho\^ to ftate royfelf^ 
being among the deceitful indulged nciiniffers, and find- 
ing ieveral places of fcripture calling me out from them, 
as that knoSim fcripturei If the Lord be Gad| follow 
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ikm ; but if Baal, thc^oUow him. Come out from a* 
mong theixi, my peoples aad touch not the unclean thtng^ 
&c. Touch not^ tade Bot» handle not, whi{.b <ire all to 
p^rt^ with the ufing. I thought it was dreadful to be 
halting between 'two opinions. On the other hand, I 
bad fome fcriptures concerning the crofs that attends 
pure religion and undefiled. The Lord who has called 
me here to-day, to Teal thefe truths, wrought with an 
irrefiftible power on my heart, that good word of his, in 
the xviii pfalm, 46, 47, 48 verfes. The Lord liveth, arui 
bleifed be my rock, &c. This makes me rejoice. The 
Lord of hotls is on my (ide, the God of Jacob is my de- 
fence, &c. O fo ftrongly as this binds and obliges me 
to fuffer, and count al] joy now to go up this ladder { 
And I had occaiion to be at feveral other meetings, \ 
bleik }h& Lord for it : I blefs the Lord that ever he made 
choice of me, who was a miferable Unner, to lay down, 
xny life for his caufe : and fo I die not by conftraint or " 
force, but willingly at his command* 

There is another claiife in my indtdment, and ienteiice 
of death, they fay» that I walked up and down the coun* 
try, murdering, deilroying, and opprefling the fubjedU* 
Sut, I fay I did never mind the like. And fo they have, 
(as they have done to many a one,) afCzed and fcntcnc* 
ed me wrongoufly ; for I did never mind to murder or 
rob any man : therefore I am clear to charge them guil- 
ty of my blood, and to give my teftimony againft them, 
as murderers of the fervancs and people of God, in their 
being about the fervice and worftiip of God, as I was. 

In the next place, I believe that all the Scriptures of 
llic old and new Teftament are the word of the eternal 
and ever-living God, given by divine infpiration \ and 
that every duty commanded tlierein ought to be obeyed 
and performed upon the greatefl peril and hazard, and 
that every crooked and falfe way llionld be avoided and 
l^uarded again{l, whatever be the feeming advantages 
which may accompany the embracing of it, under the 
pain of 'being led forth 'witli the workers ^of iniquity, 
when he fliall pronounce peace on his Tfrael. adly^l give 
my witncfs and join my adherence ta the Confeflion of 
Faith, the larger and Ihorter catechifras, national and 
folemn league and covenant, with our folemn acknow- 
ledgment of fins and engagement to duties. %dl)r 1 *df 
here to thi church government ^y general affemblies, 

fynods » 
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fynodsy prefcyteries, and krrk Teffioiis, according as itr 
wai eftabliftied in thcycar 1648. ^hly^ I give my tcH- 
timony to that faithful declaration at Rutherglen, the 
29th of May 1679. Sthfyf I adhere, and give my tes- 
timony to the declaration at Sanquhar, June 22. i68o» 
together with the paper g^ tten at the Ferry upon Henry 
Hall, 'June 3. 1680. dthly^ I give my teftimony and 
fet to my feal to all the former teftimoniej^ fealed by the 

, blood of them \^ho have been murdered oh fcaflFolds, in 
the fields, and in the fca, from the year x66oi to jhia 
day ; and by all the imprifonments, and banifhment of 
exiled and wandering ones, and by all the fpoilings and 
robbings, oppreflion, ftigmatizing, fcourging, and boot- 
ing, and other horrid cruelties, which have been com- 
mitted by the enemies of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

On the other hand, ift, I enter my proteftation before 
the Judge of all, both living and the dead, before whom 
I am to appear within a little time, againft all the en- 
croachments made upon the prerogatives of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, particularly againft ropery, Quakerifm« 
and Prelacy, and all their underlings and the joiners 
with them ; and againft all fupremacy that is contrary 
to the word of God 1 and ag^iinft all Eraftianifm ; and 
againft both the indulgences Erft and laft, and all the 
joiners with, connivers at, and fupporters of it ; and a- 
gain ft the filence in w'atchmen at this day, is not giving 
faithful warning, according to that in Ifa. Iviii. 1. Cry 
aloud, and fpare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet^ 
(hew Ifrael their fms, and the hoti c of Jacob their 
tranfgreftions. #And againft her ambiguous and dark ap* 
plications, fo that the. fin 6f the times is not touched, 

* left they irritate the magiftrates, and bring ^hemfelves 
in hazard of our Lord's crofs ; which was an evil creep- 
ing in long ago, which the aiTcmbly condemned in the 
minifters ; and ordered them to he fu^pcnded, if they 
did not amend ; and feeing no humilr^tion for fuch a 
great fin, they were to be depofed. tdfy^ I enter mj 
proteftation againft all thpfe who have . declared them- 
felves oppofite to our Lord J«lus Chrift, and have dif- 
played a banner for Satan ^ not only tolerating^ but aA- 
Ing and committing all manner of abominations, and 
horrid cruelties in things civil and ecclefiaftical. ^dly^ 
I enter my proteftation againft all declarations, procla- 
mations, bondsi cefs and militia-money, for keeping 
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ftanding forces with a difplayed banner agatnft our 
Lord; and againU all profanity, loofex>efs and luke- 
varmnefsy and all tlie backilidings of the church of Scot- 
land^ iince our entermg into covenant with God to this 
day. 

Now Sirs, I have given you but Ml fhort hint of mj 
faidi and principles ; and alfo the motives which moved 
me to join with the ferioiis feekert of God ; and alfo the 
grounds of my indictment, and fentence of deach : alfo 
fome little glance at the corruptions of the times. I 
have here joined my teftimony to the fufferings of tht 
people of God, and 1 have entered my proteftation a* 
gaioil fonle open fins, which are obvious to all who have 
not willingly yielded themfelvea to work wickeduefs. O 
it is but liitle that I can fay I ic would take a long fum- 
mer day to rank them up, and not win tliem at ail : For 
my party I aih but ignorant, my capacity can but reach 
litde thing. It may be, yc will take but little notice of 
what the like of me fays, but I cannot help it* Now, as 
a dying man, 1 leave all thefe things to your confidera- 
tion, if this prelatic and indulged party be the party to 
be meddled with and owned, pleaded for and defended ; 
what think ye of them that hath gone before us ; What 
thiak ye of Argyle and Mr Guthrie that were men of 
updcrflanding I What think ye of Mr Kid and Mr King, 
and that gentleman that fufPered laft at the crofs ? Nay» 
what think ye of religion and the coft of it I What think' 
ye of heaven and glory that is at the feack of the crdfs ? 
The hope of this makes me look upon pale death as a 
lovely meffenger to me* I blefs the Lord for my lot 
this day. 

I (hall come (hortly to a clofe, only I beg leave to 
fpeak a word to two or three forts of folks i and I think, 
all may be compirehended under thefe three. I intreat 
you uke heed ; I wifh I may i^x be a dumbing block to 
any, that is looking on me this day* Bleflcd is he, fay^ 
Chrift, that (hall not be offended in me, and my follow- 
ers. The firft fort is the feekers of God ; I have a word 
to you : Ye have kirk and ftate upon your top ; ye get 
leave to weep a long night, and have none to comfort t 
you : and if you cry, watchmin, what of the night ? the 
watchmen are drunk and fallen afleep, they. cannot telL. 
Can thefe dry bones ? Lord thou knoweft. Ye are fee- 
injS the godly cut off, one way and another ; ye are 
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hearing thctti that have the root of th^ matter In them 
crying up a fmful union ; iud niinifters will not tell yoa 
what is your duty or danger. O my dear friends, cad 
tiot away your conlfidence j ye muft come through many 
tribulations ; but there is a begun heaven for you at 
nig;ht. Seek ye the Lord, ye meek of the earh;*ye- 
fliall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger. There is 
no perfecution in heaven, where our Lord's enemies (hall 
never ccme 1 1 fhall not take upon me to fay, who of 
them will not or me to heaven ; but this I may fay, if 
they ct)me it will he more, than ordinary humiliatiotk 
they muft have : A% it is iaid of Manaffeh ; That he 
humbled himfelf greatly before the Lord God his of fa- 
thers. Friends, give our L<rd credit j he js always 
•good *; but O he is good in a day li \x\a\ and he will be 
Iweet company through the ages of eternity. I here is 
none like ihe God of Jefliurun, that rides uponthe hea- 
ven in thy help, and in his excellency on the fky. And 
nndemea h are the evtrlafting arms, and he will fave 
his people. And idlj^ I have a word to fay to you that 
are godly ; but alas, you kave wronged the caufe ; for 
which, I fear, ye have hft the countenance of God, and 
will not get it again in hafte ; ye have waxed fat and 
kicked \. ye have flung at God ; yc have been crying 
j)cace and union with the Indulged, becaufe the\ are 
^odly men. 1 fay before the L<jrd, that ye, and thefe 
godly men, have moft bafely betrayed the kirk of Scot- 
land ; ye Ihallgo to heaven in a fiery chariot, ye (hall . 
hardly get leave to futfcr but go away in a ftink, for 
your coH) plying and fhunning" the crofs. ^dly^ A wor<J 
to the ungodly. O yc athcifts and ungodly ma^iftra^es, 
lull ( f perjury and bloodflied, ye have nouriihed your 
hearts as in a day of flaughter. The blood <;f the L(Td*s 
martyrs, th.«t has been Ihed thefe eighteen or nineteen 
year within his city, will be charged home upon you, 
a^ well as upon the aflizers. Ye counfellors, youi wc rk 
vill he rewarded. Ye criminal Lords, remrmber, the 
fainrs (hall judge the earth, and fliall Ihoftly be in equal 
terms with you ; and they (hall Hand upcn mount Zion 
■with tht Lamh, and. give their confenls againft you ; and 
fhall Ihrrly cry Hallelujih, hallelujah, to your condem- 
nation. And theie^orc 1 (bitft ycu, in the bowels of 
cur Lord J^fus Chiiit, that ye vill dtfift from your wic- 
ked courfes, and ly in the duft, and muuin for all your 
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abominations ; Except ye repent, ye fliall like wife pcTiflu 
Ye prophane drunkards, fwearers and fabbath-brcakers, 
repent, or elfc ye (hall likewife pcrifti. And now I take 
my farewel of all the fcrious feckers of God for a fhort 
time : and you that are calm, prudent profefTors, I leave 
you under procefs till you repent, for calling off Chriil 
and hti crofs, and for bringing up an evil report on tlie 
good land, and for your wronging of the caufe. And 
ye rulers, farewel for ever more without repentance and 
deep humiliation, for wronging of Chrift and his people- 
Return my foul into thy quiet r^ft. * Farewel all creat- 
ed comforts in time ; and welcome Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghofty into thy hands I commit my fpirit. 

Sic fuhfcrihiturf 
ARCHIBALD ALISON. 

The dying teftimony oT John Malcolm weaver in the' pa- ' 
rifh of Dalxy, in the fhcriflfdom of Galloway, who fuf- 
fcred martyrdom at the Grafs-market of Edinburgh, 
Aaguft 13, 1680. 

I DESIRE the audience of you, who jlre here fpccla- 
tors and auditors, to hear fome words of a dying 
man, ready to oflFer up this tabernacle in your fight, who 
would have it among my laft wifhes, that you would 
conGder your ways and your doings, that are not good ; 
and not harden your hearts as in tlie provocation ;' for 
yc hav^ to do with an holy God, who is quickly about 
to come in flamingvfire, to taie vengeance oil all the un- 
godly profane perfons, who are living at eafe in Zion, 
and rejoicing in the affli6lions of the people of God. I, 
would obteftyou, in the bowels of our Lord JcfOs Chrift, 
that you would break off your pernicious ways, and 
make peace with God while he would make' peace with 
you, lead yc be deftroy ed* in the overflowing flood of his 
wrath- 

The caufe of my coming here this day is, bscaufo I 
was found with that poor perfecuted handful, which is 
the people that was fmgly adhering to the honour and 
glory of God ; now when he is threatening to bring in 
nis fore plagues upon this apoftate church, that has play- 
ed the harlot with many lovers, for which hje will bring 
on indignation, wi^ath, and paia upon many. But this 
is ground of encouragement to the feekers of God, i. 
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That he is keeping up a party in the land, that fee tt 
their duty to contend for his caufe, and inter eft, and (hall 
overcome through the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their teftiroony, who are not loving their lives 
unto ^e deathy to contend for his caufe and^intereft. 
Tor he hath faid, Ezrir. vii. j 6. 'But they that efcape of 
them fhall efcape, and be like the doves upon the moun- 
tains, mourning every one of thtm for' his iniquities.* 
l^ow, I feeing and confidering upon the one hand, what 
treacherot^s dealings are hatched up among minifters and 
profeflbrs jn this poor chuich ; and, on the other hand, 
confidering what the Lord had done formerly, 1 thought, 
I was covinced in confcien^e, and from refpeA to the. 

. honour of God, which I had before mine eyes, and the 
good of my own foul ; I was conftrained by an influence 
of the fpn-it, bearing in that word upon my heart, which 
we have, i Kings xviiiv 21. * And Klijah came unto all 

' the peeple, and faid, how long halt ye between two o- 
pinions ? if the Lord be God, then follow him ; but if 
Baal be God, then follow him.' 'i'he Lord determined 
me to join myfelf with that party, ^ wid I do not repent 
it this day. I count it my duty, and no fin nor rebel- 
lion. I think it my credit toicrve fuch a noble matter; 
and indeed^I wonder at his condcfcendency, that ever 
he fought fcrvice from fuch a wretched (inner as I have 
been, wht) liv6d a ftranger to him^ all my days \ but O 
wonderful love ! O wonder at the matchlefs afis of the 
Lord's condefcendency, and incomprehenfible ways 'with 
me! that he has made choice of fuch a poor, weak, 
frail, pickle of dufi as I am ; and has led me out and in, 
and has brought me to this • place of execution, to give 
my teftlmoriy to his work, caufe, and.intereft ; and has 

. pafied by the eminent, wife", and prudent in the lalid, 
and has made choice of fuch a fecklefs nothing as. I am; 
but blefTed be his glorious name, that will have his word 
made om, that out of the mouth 61* babes, and fucklings 
he can perfeft his praife. 2. And this likewife is ground 
of hop^to you that arc weak, and cannot venture on 
fufFering, being fenfible of yoijr own weaknefs ; to , the 
weak he encreiifeth ftrength. And this is another ground 
©f hope, that he takes the blood and wounds of poor 
weak thii^gs to feal his truths. 

It cannot be expefted ttat I fhaD be very formal in 
what I fay, I;being no fcholar, nor yet old inexperience. 
: • And 
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And befides, after I had received mj icntence, I wasr 
taken out of a private room, and put in the irons ^fnong 
bad company, except two days before tliis. The ground 
of my indiftment was, ift^ That I came againft the king's 
forces, and fired upon them, under the cemmand of 
Earlfhall. I declare, I intended not to refift, but being 
put to it, in defence* of the gofpel, ^nd my own defence^ 
I did refift them to my power, zdly^ That I had been 
with that party in the months of April, May, and June. 
I vas but twp days with them, intending no other thing, 
but to h«ar the gofpel, and for this I fuffer ; I blefs the 
Lord, not as an evil doer, but for mj duty; for ye know 
we are all botmd in covenant, bobh kirk and flate ; ac- 
cording to the coronation oath, the covenants were own- 
ed and fworn, both by the fupreme magiftratCythc no- 
bles, gentry, and commons of all forts. The Lord did 
wonderfully fhine upon this land* fo that it became the 
glory of the whole world ; the fame of it went abroad, 
and was renowned through the nations. 1 have heard, 
that if a ftranger of another kingdom had come into a 
church In this land, there was fuch a frame of fpirit a- 
mong the people, that the ftranger would have thought 
that they had been all faints. The church then was fair 
as the moon, clear as the fun,, and terrible as an army 
with banners. But we have not been content with theft 
days ; then the fwearer was bound up from oaths, and 
the drunkard's throat ran dry, iniquity ftopped her 
mouth. The Lord w»s with his people in thofe days,. 
the go{\)€l was fuccefsful, and yet I can fay there have 
been as great days of thfe gofpeHn the weft of Scotland,, 
in the forefaid months, in the fields, as were in Scot- 
land fmce ft was Scotland. I am ftire the gofpel 
preached by Mr Richard Cameron efpecially was back- 
ed with the power and prefence of Chrift ; as much of 
Chrift and heaven wer6 found, as finite creatures on 
earth were able to hold, yea, and more than they could 
hold ; the ft reams of ^e living waters ran through a^ 
mong his people at thefe meetings, like a fiood upon the 
ibuls of many, who can witnefs, if they were called to 
»t, that they would not have been afraid of ten thoufands; 
the ihoukof a king was heard among them ; the fruits of 
it, I am hopeful, Ihall appear after this. AH the troop- 
ers and the dragoons in the three kingdoms ^yill never 
get that fixe of love-that is kindled in Sic breafts of fonie 
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in that country quenched ; it will ncvjer be quencHed ; it 
can never be quenched, it will not rott The fathers 
"Will be telling the children of it, when they are old m.en^ 
■who are. not taken away from the wrath that is coming 
on, to avenge the quarrel of a broken covenant ; they 
will be telling, * that in tjie year 1680, there was as 

* great days as there are now, ^( when there were prelates 

* through thcfe lands^, upon the mountains up and down 

* tliis weft ; -it was then that I got on the zeal of God 

* upon my foul.' And they fball fay, ♦ who V«rcrc Uiejr 

* that preached in mofles and mountains, and not in thr 
^ kirks nor houfes ? Did not all the godly minifters, "when 

* the apoflate prelates were in the land, go out axid wit- 

* nefs and teftify againft them, with their lives in their 

* hands ;' and the fathers will fay, * Know, mychildren* 

* they had run well for a feafbn, but they wearied, and 

* yielded up the church's liberties to a tyrant king^ of 

* the name of Charles ; and he fet up tjie Prelates, and 

* they made th.e laitid full of curates under thcmi and 

* after tliAt, fome tfcat *fbLx;ed pff awhile, then turned v 
*. council-curates, and'tffse^ifiicil-cUrates beguiled the 

< t.eft of them, and Eraftiamfm wasjuniverfal j but th^ 
.< moderate indulged in judgment, would have filenced 

* Mr Richard Cameron from preaching, but the Itord 

* had fald to him, go, and I will go with thee ; and fo 
^ he was wonderfully helped. Indeed the I^rd courv- 

* tenanced him after th^t, and deferted them,, and ^hc 

* died a martyr, and had his head fet up ttpon a port, . 

* befide other three of his brethren ; and many that • ' 

* wrote againft him, aiKi had him in deTifion, went a- 

* way with a ft ink.* They will have this to fay, and tell 
to the young ones yet unborn ; the righteous man (hall 
be had in everlafting remembrance. 

Indeed, my friends, if any fuch be hearing "in e, I may 
fay, truly a great man in our Ifrael felt at Airfmofs the 
2ld of July, 1680. And now, if I were fet at liberty, 
with a provifion that 1 were not found with Mr Donald 
Cargil, whom I pray the L,ord may keep from finning, 
I would yet again join with that perfecuted party, al- 
though they (liould ufc me as they did that eminently 
worthy gentlemen that fiifFered before us^ So I am not 
in the dark how and for what I fuffen I am clear that 
X was in my duty, and I have peace in it fmce, and I 
grow ftiU clearer in it, glory to his name : for it is true, 
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that after I got my irididmcnt, and received my fentcnce, 
I wanted the countenance of God ; for I never Icncw 
dut the Lord loved me, but fince that time j but I was 
' never in the dark about the righteouncfs of the caufe ; I 
knew it would bear a fuffcrifig unto blood and death ► 
And now, I am clear of my intcr^ft, and clear as to tlie 
grounds that I am laying down my life for this day^ I 
eould wifti that every hair of my head were a life for 
his fake, and his perfecuted caufe. 1 die in the faith of 
die true proteftant religion, in doctrine, difcipline, and 
worftiip, as it was received in the year 1638, and in the 
year 1649- ^' j®^^ ^1 adherence to the government of 
t^is churchy as it was reformed from popery, prelacy, ' 
Eraftianifm, and fupremacy. And I join my cordial tef- 
tamony to the chu/ch's laws and ftatutes at that time, as 
ht was governed by general aflemblies, fynods, prefby- 
terles, vifitations and feffions ; and to days of humilia- 
tion for fm, folcmn days of tliankfgiving ii* receipt of 
mercies beftowed, and cenfures for trying out pcrfons of 
erroneous principles, either minifters or private perfons. 
I adhere to the confeflSon of faith, the larger and fhbrter 
catechifms, the folemn ackno^wledgment; of . fins and eir- 
gagements.to duties, the national and folemn league and 
covenant, and the proteftation at St Johnftoun. I' join 
iny* teftimony to anrf approbation, of thefe papers at 
i^eensferry, the 3d of June, 1680. I adhere to that 
fttithful teftimony at Rutherglen the apthof M^y, 1679; . 
I join my teftimony to that laft teftimony or dechtration 
affixed upon . the market crofs of Sanquhar the 2 2d of 
June, 1680^ Lwitnefs my teftipiony to the late appear- 
ance at Airfiiiofs the iz6. of July, 1680, where the . 
Lord's worthies fell., Likcwife I witrtcfs my teftim.ony, 
and fet to ray feal againft.that horrid murder of that e- 
minentiy worthy and famous, godly gentleman, David 
Hackftoun of' RathiHet, likewife againft all the blood 
fted in- the fields^ fcaffblds, and the fea, thefe nineteen 
years.. I enter my proteftation againft popery, quakcr- 
ifm, fupremacy, Eraftianifm, indulgences fir/l and laft ; 
and againft arbitrary- power over civil and ccclefiaftic. 
matters, further than the bounds appointed by the word 
of God. Likewife I witnefs my .teftimony againft the 
ple^dtrs fi V miton, fiding, joining, halfing with ufwrp^rs . 
of Chiift's cr.>^n, fxknce in watch-men, and all their 
cor,'.:;vu7K i, in rcfitions, inftru&iotts, or lidaitations,^ 
E 3 they^. 
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they put upon tHc young men to be 'licentiate, ptfefcrlb^ 
ing a rule to them, to order their miniftry f6 and fo ; 
their papers and painphlets they have put out lately, to 
lead men over to that u'oeful indulgence, under the fair . 
pretext of union, which is dreadful under hand dealing^, 
to bring the people under the Ihadow of the Lord's ad- 
verfarics, I enter my proteftation againft the national 
declaration put forth in the year i66i, and all their de- 
clarations fmce, and all their bonds and oaths impofed 
upon the Lord's people. And,becaufe ^of that miftake, 
that they lay in my indi^ment, that preibyterians, and 
-I amongft the reft, had caft oflF all fear of God, and arc 
againft all good order and civil law ; I declare I adhere 
to kingly government, but not to perjury and tyranny, 
turning upfide down church and ftate, contrary to the 
word of God, our covenants, and the laws of the na- 
tion ; and contrary to the declaration at Dunfermline, 
the coronation-oath, and the ads of geneial affembly^ 
and afts of parliament, ratifying prefbytery, and abjur* 
ing this prelatic hierarchy, which is now eftabliihed, and 
prefbytery refcin<2ed. And I bear my teftimony againft 
tkofe that have been, and yet are pleading for tlie favour 
/as they call it ) of the ad of indemnity, after the irnir- 
oering of Mr King and Mr Kid, who were execute that 
day the proclamation was read over the crofs, the 14th 
day of Auguft, 1679 ; and againft their jufticiary courts^ 
to infnare and pannel ihe poor people of God in the weft 
of Scotland. 

I Ihall draw to a clofc fliortly j but I might (if I had 
tim^) .enlarge further upon thefe. I will fay only this 
to yoit, who are looking upon me this day, that my lot 
is hard, but, I blefs the Lord for it ; *< The captain of 
my {alvation was made perfcd through fuffering." No 
man has wronged me by counfel or advi<;e ; fo I am 
perfua4ed that the caufe is the Lord JefusChrift'scaule^ 
and he will own it.' " And whofoever touches any of 
his people, touches tlie apple of his eye. For he fends 
none a warfare upon their own charges/* and in his own 
time he will make inquifition for the blood of all his 
faints, becaufe it is right precious in his fight. And 
when he makes inquifition after their blood, and fearch* 
es them out that troubled his people, I would not be the 
king of Britain, nor a counfellor, prelate, or malignant, 
for . a world ; and whatever I be, yet I am perfuaded* 

they 
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thcf have the blood of his dear faints In their (ktrt«, 
which arfi this day under the altar, crying, «* How long, 
O Lord, holy and juil, wilt thou not avenge our blood 
on them that dwell ©n the earth !*' You got Mr King's 
-advice on th^ fca£Fold, to be more fparing of fhedding 
more blood, for within a {hort time, he told you, he 
would be .oi\ equal terms with' you that judged him guil- 
ty of death i but that doth not warn the rulers of this 
kingdom. Do not think that I am quarrelling for the 
takit\g of my blood ; no, it is love to yonr fouls that o- 
bliges me to fpeak thus. O what can be expelled, but 
that the Lord has his fword-furbifbed for.blood« and he 
will have a day of nobles blood \ The Lord has been 
fmiting and wounding his church and people* and blood 
has totiched blood. Pentland bills hath touched Mr 
Guthrie's blood; and Bothwel touched Pentland; and 
the drowned y\ tbe'fea touched Bothwel j and Airf- 
mofs , the drowned in the fea ; and our blood toucheth 
that which was fpilt the J2d of July laft : O that at laft 
ye would be perfuadcd to defift, and fptU no more 
blood ;. O that the Lord himfelf would flop the efitifion 
of more innocent blood, if it may (land with his honouiu 
!But if any more be for his- honour and fervice, Xtord, 
keep thy people when they are called to it, to faj with 
David, << Here am I, let him do to me as feemeth him 
good." 

I draw to a ctofe ; I entreat your patience a little» 
and I (hall fay but thefe three or four things fhortly • 
1/?, I would intreat you that are (Irangers to God, 
Make hade and flee in unto God for your life ; from this 
condderation, that all who had union and communion 
vith God and are now landed in glory, have died in the . 
faith of it, that there are glorious d^ys coming, and that 
the Lot d^ will reckon with his enemies* and pay them 
liber^ly , fpr all the wrongs done to his caufe and people* 
** And it (hall come to pais in that day. that the Lord 
ik-aU punifb the hoft of the high ones that are on the 
earth, and the kings of the earth, upon the ^ earth ; they 
ikall be gathered together as pri&ners are gathered tnt6 
the pit, and (hall be (hut up, in the prifpn, and after many 
days they (hail be vifited ; then the mpon (ball be ccm» 
founded, and the fun aihamed, when the Lord (hall reign 
over mount Zion and Jerufalem, and before his ancieats 
gl^riouflf /' You suy read it at yovjr leiiure/in the 
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xxiv. chap, of Ifaiah from the 2i. vcrfe to the end. «dly. 
It is ip)^ comfort this day, that my enemies are God's 
enemies. It is the allowance he beftows xjn poor things, 
ia the following of their duty ; though they have not 
much knowledge in religion, nor great experience, yet, 
if they be faithful m the little, he helps tliem to be faith- 
ful in much. Ye know, he fays, becaufe thou haft been 
faithfuljin what I committed 'to thee, have thou rule over 
life cities. I know, that it is commctily reported^ that 
they have not much grace that adhere to tliis perfecuted 
way \ as I take inmyfelf among them, who never h^ 
great gifts, nor parts, nor heart experience ; yet he has 
told me, fince 1 received the fentence of death by men 
who are the Lord's fword, «* That faithfulnefs in this 
•* jundure of time, in not denying his name, (hall be an 
*« ercufe for many infirmities.** , Ajnong all the ftrong 
contenders, none get the prize but the fincere man, the 
refolute man, and they who are as determined as Efther 
.was, to go, though k (hould ccft them their life, ^dfy^. 
Give me leave to fpeak this much ; I am '.afraid the a«> 
poftacy of Scotland, the neutrality and formality- that is. 
among both miniftefrs and prctfeifors, have fhapen out 
this church find land of Britain in length and breadth, 
with the chQrch Laodicea, whom the lord threatens, to. 
fpue out of his mouth, as a loathibme thing, and then- 
he will have pleafure in hisZion. Yet ye fee, he is 
fnedding down a Guthrie, a Welwood, a King, a Kid, 
a Brown, and a Cameron, and the like of a lienry Hall 
and a Robert Dick, that were contending for the truth,,, 
and for reftorittg the privileges of the church : and thefe 
were counted difturbers of your finful union with the e- 

f nemies of th^^Lord. - Lay it to heart ; how their bloodL 
is ihed for die caufe, and ye arenot free of it ; but ye 
can wipe your mouth, and fay, ye are innocent ! Re- 
nembef thatjja the 1. Pfalm, and \i. verfe. •* When 
«* thou faweft a thief, thou joinedft with him ; and this 
** the Lord hath feen- and kept filence;*' Remember and 
mourn for It, left he tear you in- pieces, when there i* 
none to deliver, ^thly^ If ye^will fet about fomcl days of 
humiliation Before the Lord, and take with you your 

^fins, and the fin of crying up this clatty liberty, . which 

is the price of blood. If ye will return to the Lord, 

then r^uxti With aUyopu* heart \ for he is mercifiil and 

.. : . . • graoiou% 
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gracious^ and r^pefits him of the evil that h^ threaicti^ 
neither will he giv^ way to his anger* 

The Lord did engage me to join with thofc who 
were hazarding their lives for him. I was at the late en- 
gagement at Bothwel-bridge, and the Lor$l took fomie 
work ofiF my hand there, and has brought me to this 
place, to lay down my life for his fak^ ; and this is the 
laft combat I ihall have ; I ihall work no more, I %all 
faffer no more, I fhall fear no more, I (hall fijft no more: 
1 muft take my leave of you al]« and fo reft in his love. 
I go where all tears {hall be wiped away ; where the £eT- 
vant \M made free from his mader. To the land whene 
the inhabitants &an not fay, they are fick. Now, hp . \ 
BOt difcouraged at tlie ways of God's provide]|ae to m^; 
for I can- auure you the caufe is his own# and he w^ 
own it« For lo, thine eniemtes (hall oenih. I would 
hare every one of you feel$;ing the favour of Ood ; for 
ye wiU have lido with, it at death and judgment ; thi^ 
greateft pel-fecutor or mi}%na]it. will have for^v jQ^i^Bg 
of his favour in that .day« O fce^ Vbrf i& time !, ^d* ^ t 
Lord help bis pOpr young-wreftling people well thfoag^** 
their trials ; the Lord bel|) them- ta be faithful, and to 
endure to the end ; for they have the promife of being 
{aved. Join with his people, and caft in your lot with 
them* aiiiel^4d. not Hand pri thf other fide ^ let 'his caufe 
be your caufe ia well or wo.' noiile cai^e ! .O noljle^ ' ' 
work ! d noble heaveu \ O nobl« €hrift,* tiiat makes, it 
to ht heaven i and he is the owner of the wqrk : O no- 
Ble IVIeaiaior of tlie new covenant i O noble Redepniei^' 
\dio is powerful to help in thne of need, and will help 
fiTch as truft in him. There was never one thatf trufted ; 
in him that came to lofs, he made- thetn always up» • 
fometimeS'with an hundred-fold in this life, and heaven 
after. ^ ' ' 

I lliall 'fay no more, but wifli that ye would aU feek ' 
repentailce in time, before it be hid from your eyes., I 
teconimtiftd my foul and fpirit to him that is able to 
fave to the uttermoft all that come to him through-Chtiit; 
and defire to take my leave of all created comforts. 
Farewelall relations, farewel world, farewelfm* Wei*. 
come Chri-ft, welcome heaven and glory for evermore. 
• , JOHNMALCOM. 
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•The laft teRimdny of Mr James Skeen, brother to tlxfc^ 
laird of SkecDy who fuSered at Edinburgh^ December 
ijt 1.680. 

'His interrogations and anfwers before the privy council^ 
related by himfelf> in a letter to his brddier. 

Cear Billy, 

TO fatisfy yonr defire, I fend yon this line, 16 let 
you know, that when 1 catnc before the council, 
(York' and Rothes being there, two bifliops, viz. Bui»- 
net and Paterfoa, the advocate, Clerk Paterfon, Linlith- 
gow, and many more, fitters and ftanders, Dalziel the ^ 
{;eneral, )>ein^ porter, walking pfOudly up and down^ 
not as a (brvant), none was admftted to com&in with ine, 
1 faluted them aU civilly, and keeped oS my hat, be- 
caufe they keeped oflF, that they might not fay that I was 
. a Quaker. Rothes aiked me, was I afc Bothwel or Airf- 
mols ? I anfwered, 1 was at home in the north both thdfe 
times. They aiked, if I did "Own Sanquhar declaration-, 
and the teftimony at Rutherglen ? I told them, I did own 
them both. He aiked, did I own the King's authority I 
I faid, in fo far as it was againft the Covenant and inte- 
reft of Chrift, I difown it. • He aiked rhe, thought 1 it 
not a finful miirder the killing of the Arch-pr3ate ? 1 
faid,* I thought it was their duty to kill him, when God 
^ave them opportunity ; for he had been the author of 
much blood'lhed. Th^y aiked me, why I carried arms ? 
I told them it was for felf-defence, and the defence oF 
the gofpel. They aiked\^e, why I polfoned my ball ? 
1 told them, I wifhed none of, tHem to recover whom I 
ihot. ^ He aiked me, why I carried a durk ? I told them, 
they might aik Mr Georg6:M*Kenzie, if it was not our 
country-faihion ? and he prefently told the chancellor 
that it was fo. They aiked if I knew Cargil ? I faid, it 
was my comfort 1 knew hini. They aiked, would 1 kill 
the foldiers, being the king's ? I f^id, it was my duty if 
J could, when Siey perfecuted God's people. They 
aiked, if 1 would kiU any of them ? t faid they were all 
•dated enemies of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and by the de- 
claration at Sanquhar I counted them my enemiet. 
They aiked, if 1 would think it my duty to kill, the 
king ! I faid, he had ilated himfelf an enemy to God's 
fntereil, and there was war declared againft him. I 
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laid^ the covenant made "with God was the glory of 
Scotland, though they had unthankfully counted it their 
ihanae. And in dire^ terms, I faid to the chancellor, 
I have a parchment at heme, wherein your father's name 
is, and you are bound by that, as well as I. They aik- 
ed, why 1 called the chancellor Sir? I faid, Sir was 
a title for a king, and it might ferve htm. The chan« 
cellor a&ed, if I knew his Royal Highnefs ? J never f^w 
fudi a perfon. York looks out by {lor be fat in the fha» 
dow of Bifhop Burnet) and faid, why did I wiih the 
king fo ill ? 1 told, I wi(h no ill tQ any ; but as they were 
in oppofition to God 1 wifhed them brought down : and 
he fpoke no more. Thet chancellor faid, would I not 
adhere to the ads of parliament of this kingdom 1 1 faid, 
I would not own any oi them which were in oppofition 
to God and. his Covenant. Mr.M'Kenzie faid, if the 
king were riding by in coach, would you think it no iixi 
to kill him ? I laid, by the Sanc^uhar declaration there 
was war declared againft him, and io he needed not put 
that in queftion. So Mr M'Kenzle came out by to the 
bar, and faid, I know your relations and mine are fib ; 
be ingenuous in all tliat is demanded of you, and I will 
fave you from torture. I faid. Sir, I have been as free 
and ingenuous as I could imagine, becaufe I reckon it 
my credit, and my glory, to give a full *nd free confef-? 
fion for my bleffed Lord's intereft, that is reproached 
and borne down. They aiked'me where I faw Cargil 
laft ? in the Weft-bow, to my comfort. They afked me. 
Who were pwners of the houfe ? 1 faid, I really could 
not tell them, 1 knew them not. They faid, Would I 
know the houfe 1 1 faid. Yes. They faid^ Would I (how 
it to fomc whom they would fend witV me ? I told them, 
I was free in what concerned myfelf, but to bnrt any 
elfe, I could not mar my peace with God : but if they 
-were adverttfed to go out of the. houfe, I fhould (how it 
them. Then they defired me ta go my ways. , The ge- 
neral opened the door, and rounded in my ear. Ye muft 
fo down with fomc foldiers, and (how them that houfe. 
faid, I will not do it to hurt any ; thefe indwellers 
muft be advcrtifed to flee the houfe firft. 

Then I was ordered lo the guard, which was of Lin- 
lithgow's fojdiers, which took j^ie, and walked (after 
Archibald Stewart and John Sproul, who were examin- 
ed) to the Tron, and baqk to the co«ncil houfe of the 

town; 
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tcrwti •; I being alone, and only fir foldicrs with me. I 
^ ft)ok me to prayer, and was comforted 5 and then fcnt- 
ttioney for meat and drink ; and then worfhipped in 
public with the foldiers. At night, a perfon from J— — » 
jcindly wakened me, and brought me bread and ale, and 
fugar, and fome confeifted carVel. After that 1 was 
carried to a new committee, where were prefent the 
Chancellor, Hatton; Paterfon, Juftice-clerk, -Wigtoun, 
and LinlitJ^gow ; and they fhewed me two letters of 
mine to Mrs- Simpfon, wherein I owned the Declaration 
at Sanquhar, and told I would do much H> perfnade 
many tfiat rt was juft, itora Mr M Ward's advice that 
was giren to the prifoners. I owned the letters, and 
told them, I did what I could to diffuade profeflbrs from 
paying them cefs, which they ordered for bearing -d^wn 
die gofpel : at which they laughed. The chancellor faid. 
Why did I not call him Lord ? I told him., were he for 
Ghrift'S intereft I would honour him. Th.cn he faid, he 
^ared not fdr 'my honour ; but he would have me to know 
he was fch^ncelloft I faid, 1 knew that. He faid, I was 
not a Scots man but a Scots beaft. At which Wigtoun 
gloomed at him, and he laughed. He then rounded to 
ifie, that he' would be my friend, would 1 be kigehuous. 
I told him/ I wiflied him no ill. They afked me. What 
Mr. William Alexander was it that I wrote of? I faid 
Mr. Paterfon the bifhop, and* Mr. Rofs at Glafgow knew 
him, and perfecuted him unjuftly : I then related to them 
how it was. Paterfon faid, 1 told that vrb^ch I knew not 
to be truth 5 he pitied me. He faid to the chancellor, 
(Sertrfinly I forgot to write. I wa« before the jufticiary 
court, where my confeffion was read, and after I read it 
^ again; and told them, I thoujL'.htJt my honour to fubfcribe 
to it. laffented to all that was recorded by the clerk ; 
I owned It, and counted it my honour fo to do. ' ITie 
juftice-clerk, Hatton,s fon being there,^ faid, He pitied me, 
I being a gentleman j he knew my friends. I faid, were 
I an earl's fon, 1 would eftcem it my honour. I defired 
Aem to convafs well wb3.t they did, for they would be 
pannelled before God for it. He faid, I might prepare 
for anodier world. 1 faid, I hoped the Lord would 
prepare mc. 

Now, dear Billy, I have given you an account of the 

truth, «is I ccnfufedly remember ; but I entreat you take 

all the praife you^vc me, ajid puf it upon my Lord, for 

3 X am 
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I am but a poor, {imple> finfnl worm : It is from him I 
had this courage. Wigtoun and the juftice-clerk, de- 
fired me to (hew them that houfe, faying. That I was 
free enough in allxxcept that ; and if I were obftinate, I 
might belike get the boots. I faid, let them do with me 
what they pleafed. In what concerned myfelf I was free* 
but to do hurt to others I would not, to bring them un- 
der their wratt ; I would not mar my peace with God 
fo far. The gendVal faid, he would parole to me, that 
the indwellers of the houfe (hould be advertifed. I faid, 
1 would not have his parole. The chancellor boafted 
me for denying his parole. I faid to the chancellor, I 
was a ?pntlen)an that had blood relations to his relations, 
the earlof Mar's mother and I being iifter-baims. He 
faid, he was forry I was fo related. I faid, the caufe I 
was there owning honoured me ; and I would it befel my 
friends. So thus, I hope, you will not too critically re« 
flea on my confufed writing, fince I am in hafte ; ye 
know, it may be, I may be cited before thefe bloody 
men this forenoon. I will not order for my funerals till 
I know my fentence : I may poffibly not be allowed at 
burial. My L«ord comforts me, and I leave ail on him 
to bear me thro* this ftorm, thro' the valley and fhadow 
of death. Dear Billy, bid all ye fee of our ferious frlfeds 
help me withthcir prayers that I may be helped of the 
Lord to be faithful unto the death : and that he will give 
roe the faith ot aifurance*, that I fhalbei^oy piy Lord's 
love thro* all eternity : the want of this clouds me much* 
1 am fo unworthy a wretch. I am. 

Dear Billy, Your loving brother, . 

JAMES SKEEN. 

Another letter from Mr James Skeen^ \o all profeffors in 
the (hire of Aberdeen, efpecially, Mr William Alexan- 
der, Mr William Mitchel, and Mr Jok© Watfon, my 
dear acquaintances. 

Dear Friends, 

THE Lord having dealt fo gracioufly with me, in 
wonderful free love, as to bring me to the love of 
himfclf, his truths, and defpifed ititereftj at that4ie di- . 
(aged me in a particular covenant with himfelf, which, 
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by bis honouring me to make me a prlfoner to evil men, 
for his defpifed intereft, he has evidently confirmed -to 
me, that he accepted of my bargain with himfelf, when 
moft unworthy and wretched ; though many tinjes, by 
reafoix of a prevailing body of fm and death, I provoked 
* htm to call the bargain : yet ftill by new obligations he 
engaged me to renew it. My mercy has been great, 
that providence ordered fome time my coming South, 
where moft fuffering,has been for our Lord ; and for 
that reafon, moft light has been given to profeflbrs here, 
that they might fee what was clear duty in thefe trying, 
tempting and backiliding times. And whenever the 
Lord helped me' to fee our covenant-obligatiox^ which 
are the glory of Scotland, I- was ferious an^ zealous, ye 
Jcnow> to impart to all of you, whom I was acquaint 
with : The Lord always making my love to him to a- 

, -bound, I thought no travel ill- wared,' or any hazard too 
great on any occaiion, whereby I might propagate liis 
defpifed intereft among you. You know how much. I 
have conterd<:d with you for paying of that curfed cefs, 
ordered by the convention of eftates, for bcarinq^ down 
the gofpel ; as I was honoured towitnefs againft it at a 
committee on Saturday laft at night : you are not aware 
how you bring the blood of faints on your heads, by this 
obedience to the ftated enemies of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
your oppofing of that which was, and is the judgment 
of the moft tender profeifors, in withdrawing from' in- 
dulged mlnifters ; and from thefe minifters that favour- 
ed them^ and fo did not, nor would not declare againft 
the indulgence as a fin, that moft heinoufly and rebel- 
iioufly difiionours our bleifed Lord as- head pf the church, 
and fets up a tyrannous ufurper in his place, was a par- 
ticular I much contended with many of you ; in my 
hearing you pleading for a finful union with thefe who 
have confpired to dcdirone our blefled Lord ; fome of 
you oppofed that which was an honourable teftimony for 
pur Lord at Rutherglen, apd that declaration at San- 
quhar ; and the teftimony or covenant that was taken at 
the Queensferry, calling thefe rafli and inconfiderate, 
whom the Lord called out to be valiant contenders for 
has truth and intereft, which is now contemned by a 
wicked apoftate generation,, and to £eal all of them with 

, blood ^B.y all thefe the Lord has beep calling his people 
%% come from amdng Babel's brood ; its curfed broody 

who 
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who by many fubtile fatatinical ^ays ; what by Prelacy, 
Quakerifin, ArminianifTn, Latituflinarians, and indulg- 
ed Minifters, and minifters and profeiTors, that love fa 
their quiet that they will not declare again ft, and decline 
that afufpihg traitor on the throne, Charles Smart, and 
all the curfed crew of pretended magiftratcs in Scotland, 
havirig forfeited their right of government, as appears by 
their wicked atid unparalleled apoflacy from thatfolemn 
league and covenant,, upon that foiil pretext, that we 
arc not in a probable capacity to extirpate them, or put 
them out of office. When in our place and ftation, we 
give our withcfs againft thefe^ufurpations, we fo far con- 
tend for God, atidwitnefs for his trodden-down and (Sl^^ 
pifed intefeft, and teftify oitr unwillirignefs, that our 
Lord fhonld totally give up with this poot land. O ! 
this hath been many times a fad' heart to me, ye have 
looked 'more to the credit of men than the glory ot" our 
great Lord God. I fear this teftimotiy be unacceptable* 
and hazardous to you to itjaintaih ; becaufe of that they 
call treafoh in it ; but ah ! there is fo much dofte to 
advance a mortal creature, a dated enemy to Chrift, a 
furious hafty cru6l murderer of God*S faints, that tficre 
is fear of difowning of God, and a palpable denyin":^ cf 
him before men, when you own tyrannous oppreflbrs* 
Your eflates you cannot part with ; your credit and 
pleafures, and your quiet in the world you will not part 
x^ith : You will rather imagine arguments to cheat your- 
felves in defending your pradices that are clear breaches 
of covenant : if your too great carnal love to the world 
did not blind you, and your unwillingnefs to quit your 
life for Chrift, which foon W|ll come to an end, however 
-with lefs comfort, than you would certainly have v/hen 
you adventure all for our bleffed Lord. 

As for you, Mr Alexander, I may fay, I have found 
you willing on good information, to be for tender cleav- 
ing to your dear mafter,. and bad information, making 
it a queftion, if it was duty to dethrone the pretended 
king ? which Mr T. H. and Mr R. M. oppofmg, byaifeJ 
you from that principal duty ; by which we are fingular- 
ly known to be true covenanters, and leav^ thefe that 
are blind, and follow your dear mafter in the duties h(: 
calls his people to, and he will own them, and I am per- 
fuaded 1m has owned them who.haye owned him in this 
duty. You did quarrel at field-meetings, enemies or- 
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dering againft theniy and confcntmg that houfe-meetings^ 
be enjoyed ; but here is your teftinaony,_when you keep 
the fields you declare that our Lord's cjiurch has liberty 
to keep her meetings and ordinances vrhere ihe pleafes, 
and ought not to be at the arbitriment of men. 

To Mr Mitchel I fay» I have had a great efteem of 
you*as a true Ipvcr of piety ; and I doubt not, the Lord 
has fealed your miniftry fprnetimes, and fome witneOTes 
of it I have known : But O Sir, what a fearful fnare are 
you in, by complying with curates in hearing them, and 
taking both facraments off their.hands \ Oh ! if ye ijuit 
not all carnal love to the world, to credit, and friends, 
that will oppofe -your coming off, the hazard is greats 
the Lord may rank you with them that haye oppofed the 
rifing of his kingdom : however, 1 am fure, he will make 
you mourn for it, and I doubt (if ye fliordy come not 
off from that accurfcd crew) that the Lord wijl fend you 
a forer trial, than fufferers tor him meet with. 

To Mr Watfon, I write this as my laft teftimony ; O 
how unfaithful is his miniftry ! he dare not, for fear of 
lofing his miiiiftry, declare againft the heinous breach of 
covenant by all the pretended magiftrates in the land. 
I grant your cleamefs as to other things was much one 
avith my own. O Sirj quit men as they quit Chrift'i 
, way and intereft, elfe you will never be clear in truths, 
as the Lord lets out light,, and increafeth it. And this 
is moft dreadful, to be fo enfnared to walk in darknefs, 
. and fo be in oppofition to our bleffed Lord 1 O let love 
to the Lord Jefus Chiift afluredly overcome- yo.u, and 
then admiring of men, and cleaving to them who arc 
cut of Chrift's w^y, will be no fmall matter, but a hein- 
t)us fin. Oh 1 will you adventure ycur falvat'^on on it, 
to cleave to them who are reproaching our Lord, his 
people and intereft, by mixing in with the curfcd curates ? 
that perfon -ye cleave to, draws on him the guilt of all 
the faints blood that is (bed in maintaining his intereft 
and covenant, whofe judgment ye cannot decline, he 
bejng Judge of all the world. Ye may fay much more, 
e\xry one of you that know me : I was many times neg- 
ligent of a tender walking, by feeking of fettlement, and 
if that had been my lot ye had not heard of this tefti- 
mony. You know every one of you, this teftimony I 
gave you formerly, even when with you, 1 many times 
wiflied from my heart the Lord would not order a fettle- 
ment, 
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xnent to me amottg yoo. My heart was broken m ith 
your liikeivannnefs and indifferency. And this I tci- 
tified to ieveral of you, and I rather choofed, I i'aid of- 
ten,^© be a Iheep-keeper ib the fouth, where I might be 
encouraged in godlinefs, than to live in pomp and eafe 
at home, with an ill-confcience ; and when I came away 
lad, I was forry at my purpofe of leaving Scothipd, when 
I heard all were agreeing to apoftacy, in my judgment 
then, from our beft covenanted God, arid L was deter- 
mined for Ireland then, being ill informed of every one 
of the kingdoms,^ there not. being a people tenderly own- 
ing the covenant in Ireland, but all fome way owning 
tlie ufurper Charles Stuart j but in y^^r Scotland, here 
in the fputh, I found a poor handful, and but one faith- 
ful minifter, whom the Lord called oUt, viz. Mr Donald 
Cargil, to be his nteflcnger to his people, and give 
witnefs againfl the apoftacy of minifters and profcflbrs ; 
even thofe who were great lights in tlie land are now in 
obfcurity, and avowedly reproaching our Lord's intereft 
and people, whom yet the Lord will clothe with fhrime, 
and xnaice their peace they boaft of, and quiet deep, to 
their great confounding. As for the call I have to fuffer, 
I found ft my only peace to q^uit thoughts of Ireland, 
that I might not be involved in their guilt of denying to 
have our Lord Jefus Chrift to be king over them. 0» 
that poor party I find only for maintaining his prero- 
gative royal, to which I am joined. Mr Donald Caigil. 
being the only faithful ambaffador our Lord hiw in 
Scodand; I following the ordinances on Friday laft, be- 
ing as well armed for defending the gofpel and myfelf 
as I could ; beyond expedation, a party of Llnlithgow'iJ 
foldiers is fenf out to my lodging, and not dreading 
danger in the day time, I thought our perfeeutors had. 
never heard of my pame ; I was apprehended, and now 
at laft brought hither to clofe prifon, the Lord having 
honoured me to give an ample teftimony before the 
council and lords of jufticiary for . my wronged Lord 
Jefus, and fappofing I muft feal it with my blood, I 
lea/e this teftimony to you, my friends and acquaint- 
ances in Aberdeen-fhire, and fubfcribe it, November 17. 
1680. 

JAMES SKEEN. 

F3 



y Google 



tS The hjl Speech and TeJUwcny 

To his frieud ani fellow prifoncr N. 

Much honoured friend in Chrift, 

I GIVE it under my hand, I have no caufe to rue my 
. fweet bargain. , His crofs is eafy and light yet ; and 
that which is moft terrifying, I hope he will make, xrom- 
fortable. O lovely Lord 1 what could make him to chuie 
>me to fuffer for him ! What is all tlie world to me if. his 
honour be at the ftakc ? If his honour be advanced by 
my death, O 4iappy me ! I have oftentimes wiflied a 
fuffering lot, I heard and faw fo much of God's good- 
nefs, that I thought .the crofs and comforts of Chrift 
could not be feparated : And I have no reafon to com- 
plain ; the Lord is oft the joy .of my heart, that I am 
forced to wonder at it ; leaving farther troubling you, 
hoping you will be as good as your word. Be much in 
prayer, for thefe two or three days. It is likely on Thurf- 
day next I will need no help of prayers, being come to 
the immediate vifion of my Lord, to fee him as he is : 
I will be ftupified^as it were, and ama2;ed at it. If his 
merits were not of infinite value, I might queftion, What 
would I db ? But he has promifed, That I ihall reign 
with him, 

JAMES SKEEN. 

The laft Speech and Teftimony of Mr James Sheeny bro. 
ther to the laird 'of Skeen ; which he intended to have 
delivdired on the fcaffold, Becember \^ 1680^ 

Dear people, 

I AM come hear this day, to lay down my Kfe for 
owning Jefus Chrift's defpifed intercft, and for alTey* 
,tjhg that he is a King, and for averring that he is head 
of his own cl^urch, and has not delegated or deputed 
any, either pope, king, or council, to be his vicegerents 
on earth. Since my blefled Lord Jefus Chrift has in hk 
love engaged me by a parti«ilar covenant^ in his own 
terms, to renounce and refign myfelf to him, ia foul and 
body, afluring me by his word and teftifyiiag his accept 
tance of niy refignation by his holy and Ueifed fpirit, 
proraifing to redeem me from all fms, giving me affu- 
rance of a faving intereA in himfelf ; and now having 
called me m his provi4!Cpce| ogntriving this my fuffering, 
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by pcnnltung his ungodly enemies to apprehend and , 
take me prifoner, having wickedly plotted mj taking, 
in Biy going on the way to attend what the Lord had to 
work on my foiil by his preached gofpel, to give a tefti- 
mony for his coy.enant» interefl and people that are re- 
proached and bom down by a perjured, God contem- 
ning generation : and to feai uiY fufferings and te(limo« 
ny with my blood, I moft wilUingly lay down my life 
for his intereft. 1 leave my teftimony to the National 
Covenant and the folemn league and CoVenant, which 
are found/id on the fcriptures, the word of God, which 
are written by the prophets and apoftles in the Old and 
New Teftament, which has Jefus Chrift, the blefled ob- 
jeft of our faith, for the chief corner-ftone of the build* 
ing. I alfo leave my teftimony to Mr Donald Cargil'i 
papers tak^n at the Queensferry, called a new covenant, 
according as they agree to the true original copy, 

I adhere to Prefbyterian government,, and the whole 
work of reformation of the (iurch of Scotland, the coiv 
fcffion of faith, the larger and ihorter catechifms, con- 
fulted well, and written by the aifembly of divines, ex- 
cept that article about magiftrates, when ill expounded, 
in the 23d chapter, becaufe our magiftracy is but pure 
tyranny, exercifed by the luftful rage of men, yea, ra- 
ther devils in (hape of men, whom God has permitted 
in his holy and fpotlefs wifdom, for a trial to his peo'ple, ' 
wd a fnare to fome others, to opprefs, tyrannize, and 
Hafphemoufly tread under foot his truth, intereA and 
people \ yea, that article is expounded in the National 
Covenant, where we have vowed to the almighty God, 
not to mainuin, the king's intereft, when he difowns the 
Covenant, and well fetded church-government by pref- 
byteries, fynods, and general affemblies of the church of 
Scodand. I adhere to the teftimony for the intereft of 
Chrift at Rutherglen ; at which time thp \dckcd afts of 
parliament, and the blafphemous declarations, by which 
they have fwom to be enemies to the intereft of Chrift, 
were fi^lemnly burnt. I adhere to the Sanquhar Decla- 
ration, whereby we that were true prefbyterians did de- 
pofe that -tyrant Charles Stuart ; who is head of malig- 
»ants and m!dt£;nancy, from his ezercife of government as 
' .to us : aad we do iio otherways than the people of Lib- 
tah, a Chron. xxi. 10. ** The fame time alfo did the peo- 
pie of Laboab revdfei^cpm under the king pf Judah, be- 
- '- - - caufe 
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cauie he had forfaken the Lord God of his fathers. *^ 
Ana this practice is not fo grofs that I own, in decla- 
ring ag^inft that mondrous tyrant on the throne of Bri- 
tam, as many conjcdure, if ferioufly folk would confi- 
tder the unjuftice pradtifed in civil matters,. by himi^lf 
and all his adherent inferior magiftratcs (yea infer ioi* ty- 
rants, for he is the h5ad and fupreme tyrant) that no 
poor man that has a juft caufe, if he he not as profligate 
Smd vicjced as themlelves, can have juftice^j and his u- 
furpation in ecclefiaftic matters ; which is too great a 
taik for any on earth, Anc€ they muil take upon them 
to dethrone our blefTed Lord Jefus Chrift, who is given 
to be head over all things to the church. Eph. i. 22. 
Pfal. ii. %. You would canvafs the juftice of difownxng 
his authority, which t<;^ do, you are. engaged by oath to 
God, he overturning the whole work of reformation. 

gis wicked burning of the Covenant, and Caufes of 
od's wrath, is caufe enough to me to difown his autho- 
rity, which is fo maintained by perjury ; Ezek. xvii* i y. 
16. 17. 18. 19. " Shall he break the j:ovenant and prof- 
X)«r ?" Confider likewife his oppreljon, in ordering mili- 
tary forces to opprcfs God*s' people, to obftrudb, impede 
and hinder the worfhip of God, the ordinances in hotiies 
fields, and compel them to join with a curfed crew of our 
prelates, curates, and fome indulged itiinifters. Yea, • 

. his tyranny is (b greAt, that he ordered an hoft of armed 
men in the year 1678, to invade a peaceable country Uj 
the weft ;. wl^ robbed, ftole from, and- oppreffed poor 
people, for no other reafon, but becaufc they would not 
pollute their confciences, and be fubjefi to prelacy ; 
which Eraftian government he has Contended for diefe 
feveral years, and keeped up in this dand. If there ^^ere 
no other caufe of his rejedlion, they might fnffice to }xt€^ 
tify any who were engaged by God/ having time and 
place to cut him oflF; tor, by the law of God, murdfer, 
adultery, and opprcffion, are punilhable by death, and 
kings are not exempted, far lefs tyrants that are lawful- 
ly excommunicate. But to thefc hortid impieties is ad-> 
ded, the Ihedding of the blood of poor innocents, which 
aggravateth his guilt ; fo that though the Lord (hould 
make him penitent, he deferves death by the law, ac- 
cording to which, blood cannot be expatiated^ but by.the * 
blood of him who fhtd it. For confirmation of what I 

•have faia» fte Bzek. zxi^-aj. ^« sf. read aUb £iek. xHn. 
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9. *• Put away the carc^es of your kings far from me^ 
and I will dwell in the midft of you forever.'* Confidet 
how our fathers contended for truth, and muft we lofe 
what they have gained \ Ah ! this Atheiftical generation 
of perjured, adulterous, and hlobdy powers^ are ripe for 
God's vengeance ! I give my teftimony againft the .cur* 
fed perfecuting foldiers ; the blood of God's faints is on 
their heads, and mine is laid on th^m, efpeci^lly fer* 
geant Warrock who apprehended me ; my blood is on the 
jufticiary, who fubfcribed to my fentence, and on the \^ 
aflizers, James Glen ftationer being clerk ; and on the 
chancellor, and on Mr George M*Kenzie who pleaded for 
Biy condemnation; and HThomas Dalziel who ordered my 
taking ; and upon Andrew Cunningham who condemned 
me j and upon all the reft who are acceflbry thereto ; yea^ 
the privy council are to be acountable for my blood ; and 
my blood is on the head of Mr J C w ho con- 
demned my t^ftimdny againft thefe bloody tyrants, af* 
ierting me to W*a Jefuite. I leave my teAimony againft 
receiving that accurfed traitor James Duke of York, and 
all Papifts, Quakers, Prelates, Curates, Latitudi^riansy 
indulged mim&ers, and their favourers ; the ^milton 
declaration, anli other papers and actings, direflly or in^ 
diredly againft the truth. I leave my teftimoiy againft 
the luke-warm profcflbrs, who write and fpeak grievous 
things to reproach the truly Godly, and who keep (i- 
lence when God calls them to give a free and full tefti- 
xnony for his defpifed covenant, and whole work of re- 
formation, againft a treacherous, backfliding, and adul- 
terous generation. And as in this place, or any other 
of my papers, I could. not have defignfcd God's enemies 
any otherways than by their pretended offices ; thus far, 
dear people, I crave yoivr liberty, and let none think, 
that thereby 1 own them in the leaft point, 

Likewife, whereas my fufFerings were delayed, the 
Lord, in v/hofc prcfence I muft appear ere long, knows 
what a foul grief it is to me to remember it. When the 
day I was fentenced to die for my dear Lord's intereft 
came^ I vainly expcdling that my relations that were 
great in court, who had Teen me, iliould have procured' 
a reprival for me; but being diflfapointed, a fear of death, 
furprifed me, hearing that all were prefenily making 
ready for my execution, and then my carnal relations 
Shnoft weeping on me, engaged me, by their infmuations, 
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to fupplicatc that bloody crew for it myftlf. A carnal 
wcll-wifher drew it up in thefe terms : James Skeen pri- ' 
Ibner, eameftly defires your lordfhips to grant him a rc- 
prival for fome days, till he canvafs thefe things he was 
fentenced for with learned and godly men ; and your 
lordfliips anfwer. After I fubfcribed it, a great confu- 
fion and horror of fpirit fell on me ; I weiit to prayer, 
wifhing in my heart it were not eranted ; but fuch was 
my trouble, I could not fay any thing but nonfence* My 
htart was affli{led fore with this ftraitningi and the Inore 
when the rcprirad was granted. I thought, I having 
Ihifted the crofs, my Lord might deny me thdt credit 
a^^n, and put a worfe on mt in requttad of my flighting 
bifn. 1 judge the Lord left me thus to flip, to humble 
xne ; and' that he had his face to make me exeiiiplarily 
ptiniflied for untender carrying under his crofs,, whic|i 
he had ^hofcn for me, to warn others under the crofs 
that diey would be QircumfpeA and zealots for keeping 
from beiiig polluted with any compliance* with the defec- 
tions of the times, that they may have a clfcanly fuffering. 
From this backfliding I recovered not for two days after,, 
but found it fad for my foul, the Lord hid his face from 
me : but now my God has had compaffion on me, and 
this time of the eight days reprival, he has preferved me 
from fuch a batkflidirig, when the devil by his emiffaries 
has had much artifice to turn me afide from the way of 
the Lord, Yet I will fay thi^ far, all I have done was 
not in order to own that wicked council as lawful rulers ; 
but my life being in their tyrannous hands, 1 thought 
then I might dcfire as much favour of them as of a rob- 
ber, that had the dagger at my breaft : and I truly look 
on all their adlings in courts, either hightr or lower judi- 
catories, in matters civil or ecclcfiaflic, that tliey a6b as 
murderers, opprefTors, and tyrants Only. 

And now thefe bloody opprcffbrs fay, bccaufe I will 
not fmfuUy renounce my Lord aad his intereft, and look 
on them as magiftrates, and fay, I fpake rafhly What' I 
did, on which terms, craving them pardon, I would foon 
^et remiffion, and be at liberty, that they look oame as 
guilty of my own blood : but I hope my God will not ac- 
count me guilty, who knows I dare not fo fmfuUy dif- 
own him for all the hazard of my poor life ; there being 
a dilemma in my cafe, either I muft fin or fuflPer : I have 
found it my only peace with mf Lord, to chufe fufFer- 
' ing 
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ing and hate the way of fiiuung. And this I thought 
good to infert in my dymg teilioiony, that others may 
beware of an untender walk with God^ who is 4 con- 
fuming fire to all impenitent finners. Now my Lord 
has fealed my remiOGlon for this .extravagance^ and has 
entered ipto a new covenant with me, and I have rcfign- 
ed myfelf wholly to him, to be at his difpofal ; and it is 
my rejoicing that he is calling me out to honour me fo 
much as to fufPer for his fake. A pooi^ countryman 
with u$, would think it his credit to be called to Hgnify 
his loyalty to a nobleman who were his mailer, whoie 
courage obliges him to fight for his fafety to the lofs of 
his life : But O ! what a difparity is in my cafe ! I am 
but a bafe, wretched, finful worm, and I am called to 
fignify my love and loyalty to the King of glory, before 
treacherous and perfidious powers that fit at cafe, and 
difown, yea, declare againd my Lord, that he is*noc 
ouc covenanted King and Lord. And the two defpifed 
covenants are not defpicable, but our glory. I will BrA, 
declare they are traitors, and ought to be difowned as 
magi Urates or lawful rulers ; andfo many of them as 
have imbrued their hands in the blood of the faints, ei- 
ther by commifiions, or votes in councils or other courts^ • 
or have lived oppreffing Gqd's people, in adultery, un- 
deannefs, wickednefs and witchcraft, they are guilty of 
death. And when there are no other magiftrates who 
will duly puniih thefe impieties,, it is ipy duty, out of 
zeal to the Lord, I fay it again, if the Lord would em- 
ploy mtf to cut them off: as that zeal of Phineast 
though mocked at by them in their proclamation* is a 
good example. 

Thus I end, wifhing what I have here penned for a 
teftimony to the Lord's defpifed intereft, may have 
weight with any, who confider, that what t have written, 
1 mufi ere long reckon for ; and fo I have laboured to be 
iingle-heartcd before the Loi;d in it. • 

Now, having touched every thing. I can remember* 
concerning my judgment of things controverted, as alfo 
/bme reafon of my principles^ aflerted in face of a great 
council, and twice before the judiciaries, which I gladly 
fign with my fu1?fcription, glorifying the Lord, wljo own** 
ed me^ fo that I was not aihamed but judged it my glory 
to give my full and free teftimony for ipy bleifed Lord's 
defpifed intereft* againft that wicked and treacherous 
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pack of God's declared enemies. Now, farewel all dear 
friends ; I hope the Lord will- have a gloripus church in 
Scotland, and he will raife -his glory out of the aihes of 
a burnt covenant. N6w, welcome Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, thou haft redeemed me by. thy price, and 
by thy power : O Lord God of hofts, into thy hands I 
commit my fpirit. 

November 30. 16S0. * JAMES 9KEEN. 

The Tcftimony of ArehtbaJd Stewart^ who lived .at Bor- 
row ftounnefs, and fuffered at the crofs of Edinburgh, 
' December i. i68o. 

Men and Brethren^ - 

IT is like, the moft part of "you are come here to gaze 
and wonder upon me, rather than to be edified ; but 
I h6pe there are fome here, that are witneffing and 
fympathizing with me : But while ye are (Irangers to 
God, and ignorant of his word, and what our Lord has 
fuffeted for us, and that 'he has told us. That through 
many tribulations and affliftions we muft enter into the 
kingdom of God, it is no wonder ye count us fooU ; for 
while I was in black nature myfelf, I was as mad as you 
all ; bledmgs to his holy name, that whereas once I was 
blind, now I fee ; and therefore I abhor myfelf in duft 
and afhes : And I defire the more to magnifj^ his free 
grace, for all that he hath done to me ; it is nothing^jn 
myfelf. Therefore, why fhould^I not be content to 
follow the footfteps of my bleiFed Mafter, thatlias gone 
before me from time to eternity, though in this manner 
it is unpleafant to natural fenfe? and he is calling for 
my mite of a teftimony for his defpifed truth. For it 
was by the hearing of the gofpel by his fu£Fering fervants, 
both here and in Holland, diat I w^ brought to the 
love of God, and his only Son Jefus Chrift : Since whicli 
time he has engaged my heart to feek him in the fame 
way, 1 found him, where he was moft eminently holden 
forth, and witneffed for, and my iins and the fins of the 
land holden forth to me : And it is for this that I am 
accufed and condemned of men ; for my following the 
gofpel preached in the fields \ becaufe I was following 
that poor handful that fell at Airfmofs, where Mr Rich- 
ard Camrron had been preaching, and was to preach ; 
and beacufe, when the bloody foldiers came upon us, we 
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offered to defend ourfelves ; whatever other caufes they 
have to lay to my charge. ' 

And that ye be not miftaken with me, and th^ Lord's 
people and his way j though they alledge that we arc 
of bloody principles, (as the indulged miniftcrs give it 
out that we are of j.efuitical and bloody principles ;- yet . 
the Lord knows, and I declare^ that I have dedred to 
know his will, and walk in. it; an4 I have been ftudy- 
ing that which all the land are obliged to, ""Which is, to 
hear and keep up the gofpel, and defend my own life 
and the lives of my brethren, who have been fo long 
hunted, and to defend the gofpel, which has been fo 
long bom down. So then, however I and thatfuflPering 
remnant be miftaken, in that they give out in their de- 
claration, that I faid, I would kill the king or any of the 
council ; it is afti untruth and forged calumny, to re- 
proach- the way of God, more like themfclves and their 
own principles, who have killed fo many of the people 
of God, both in the fields and upon fcafFolds, and us 
attiongft the reft, to pleafe that bloody tyratlt Charles 
Stuart's brother, who has been thirfting for the blood of 
thefe three nations ; and to make' men believe that Wi: 
have been contriving a plot to murder them ; Though 
indeed, if they were brought to any trial of a juft law, 
according to the word of God, or the laws of the land, 
moft of them have done, or cOnfented to more than 
might take their lives, both againft the people of the 
Lord, and his bom down truths, and againft the com- • 
monwealth and laws of the land. But 1 never faid,^ that 
I would do it ; and when I was before them, efpecially 
in the jufticiary court, upon trial of my life, they would 
hardly give me Jeave to fpeak for, or explain myfelf; 
more like men deftgned to catch advantage, and to cheat 
me out of my life, than juft judges.- I know, they muft 
anfwer to their great Judge for what they do. 

And this being the teftimony of a dying man, tliey 
that fear the Lord will believe my declaration before 
their proclamation, which may be eadly feen to be a 
plot in them, and not in us, to blind the eyes of a fecure 
generation, and make ftrangers approve of their per- 
secution, and believe they doJtjuftly, and laugh at our 
calamity, until they'can win to. bring about that bloody 
Popifh defign againft all that will not follow them in the 
three nations : although they now fpare fome men, and^ 
G flatter 
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flatter them to take favours from them, whereby they 

. engage them to ly by, till they deftroy his reirnant, that 

dare not but witnefs agamft them, and the ccmmon fins 

of the land, for which I defire to mourn, and pray the 

Lord's people to mourn over them", and witiiefs agaiiaft 

them, as they defire to be markedwith the mourners 

•mark, when a hoiy God fhall come to tajce vengeance 

on all ranks that hav« fo forfaken and betrayed his 

-Chrift, and fet up a man in his place, which will be 

foupd to be the great idol of jealoufy, befides the 

many otlier idols that have draw^n away the true and 

kind love and fear that the generation owes to God. 

And becaufe few defire to love and fear God, and to 

follow his fweet Chrift, \ye are reproached and ftaged 

•with tongues of many, as thefe that are out of the way, 

.and are of jefuitical principles. I declare, I have in 

folne mcafure been defiring and intending to know, love 

^nd follow the truth, both in obedience to his commanid?, 

and for the hope of glory, though ^I ccnfefs, through 

much weaknefs' and infirmity. 

I am a Prefby terian in my judgment, though I be lock- 
ed upon as otherwife, bee Jufe of my declaring my 
thoughts freely before men : and I own and adhere to 
that work of reformation^ the larger and fhorter cate- 
chifms, the national- and folemn league and covenant, 
the acknowledgmentof fins, and engagement to duties, the 
<aufes of God's wrath. Alfo I own .all the teftimonies 
' of our worthy fufFerers, that nave gone before us; As alfo,I 
. owD the Sanquhar declaration, and that excommunicatiorx 
at the Torwbod. At the writing hereof, I prayed that 
the Lord would open their eyes, and let thena fee their 
fms, and grant them repentance, all of them that are of 
the cleftion of free grace ; and they that are not, I pray 
that the Lord would ratify in heaven what was done on 
earth by his faithful fervant, ?s it ^is according to his 
will ; which has been ^11 our defires. 

I leave my^eftimony againft; tliofe "tyrants that have 
forefaulted all the rights that they now lay claim to, 
and ufurp over the people of the Lord and the whole 
land, and all their uiijuft laws ; but efpecially that ac-? 
curfed fupremacy, by which they fet up a miferable, adul- 
terous wretched man in Chrifl's room, who thinks to 
. VTorl^ our Lord, and carry his crown j but it will be 

to* 
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too heavy for him, though all ths wiclced lords, prelates, 
mahgnants, and indulged be joining hand in hand to^ 
hold it oh, down It ft all come, and whofocver wears 
that crown. And it i^ becaufe of his wearing my love- 
ly Lord and King's crown, and wronging him, that I 
am contending ; and as he and they have proclaimed 
rfte a rebel and traitor to man, io 1 declare him and 
them traitors and rebels to God atid his Chrift, my de- • 
firable atul holy Lord and King. But let me intreat you, 
that defirc mercy, to forfake your wicked ways, and fall 
in love with Chrift, and feek peace with God through 
him, who is the only peace-maker ; for there are fad 
judgments coming on the land ; and all your peace with 
tliefe wicked men will not keep you from the dreadful 
wrath of God coming on the land, becaufe of flighting 
of the gofpel, when it was to be had in God's own way ;: 
and the perjury, covenant-bre^iking, idolatry and pro- 
fanenefs, treacherous backiliding, apollacy, and other 
abominations, that all ranks of the land are guilty of j- 
and becaufe of their receiving and entertaining of this 
bleody Pbpifh Duke, who muft be welcomed with a 
draught of our blood now, as he was* the laft time with 
the blood of our brethren. 

I blefs the Lord, I have great fatisfailion in my own- 
ing this defpifed way of God, for which I lay down my 
life 5 and alfo, that the Lord has draWn my heart ifter. 
him, and made me heartily willing to be at his difpofal : 
and I h^ve fweet peace in what I have done, and would 
entreat all to more tendemefs; and to watch over all. 
their ways ; for there are many looking on us, and wait- 
ing for our halting in the way of God : O that the Lord 
v/ould help you to wait, ^ptil the daybreak, and the 
ihadowsj and all thofe cloifds, fly away ! for this is a 
heavy day upon the church of God. O I to be labour- 
ing to ly in the dnft, and to hide ourfelves, and fliut our 
mouths,* and be filent ; for the Lord hath rubbed fliame 
on all faces, becaufe of many backflidings and -epfittingi 
in duty, and that both puMic and piivate, which I think, 
the Lord is contending for this day. O ! dear friends, 
all ye that defire to keep the way of God, and be carried 
faithfully through amidft all thefe tribulations- and afto- • 
nilhing difpenfations, forfake not your Clxriftian fellow- 
fliips, wherein fo -miich of the power and prefence of 
G2 G»d 
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God Jiath been found, amon^ tliofc that meet together 
out of love and zeal for God, to pour out* their hearts 
before him, and converfe one with another, I think the 
forfaking and upfitting of Chriftian meetings, is as fad 
a token of God's living the land, as any that I fee ; and 
therefore I not only eihort you to this duty, but, as a 
dying man, I charge you, as you will anfwer at the 

- great day, to fet about that duty with fear, love, and 
zeal to God, having his glory before your eyes : and let 
love to Chrift be the principle and motive to draw you 
to this, and all other duties. Let none be flumbled at 
the way of Chrift for what we are fuflFering, f if I durft call 
it fuffering), for all the fteps of the way are eafy to me 
through faich in a Oain mediator : for it is thofe that keep 
the word of his patience, that he wilj keep in the hour of 
temptation^ O ! labour to keep up thcfe lovely field-meet- 
ings, wherewith my foul has been refreflied. And let it be 
your work to keep patience, whatever fuifFerings ye meet 
with fromenemies, or reproaches from pretended friends, 
who, I fear, will be found fecret and heart enemies to 
God. This I leave to you a« my laft advice. 

And now I blefs God for all that he hath done for 
my foul, and for this way that he hath taken with me, 

' in carrying mc to the land of praife, where I (hall fing 
that fweet fong throughout the ages of etei'nity, which 
/hall never have' an end. O ! long to be with him ; for 
if ye knew what 1 huve got of his love and prefence, ye 
would whiles be giving a look to time, and bidding it 
be gone. Now even let it be gone, that I may enjoy my 
beft beloved. Now I take my fare^'el of all friends and 
relations, and all earthly comforts, and all created glory ; 
and welcome fweet Lord Jefus, into thy hands I coinmit 
myfpirit.' 

Sic/uh/cr'ibiiur, ARCHIBALD STEWART- 

Tnc Teftimony of ^chti Potter ^ a farmer, who lived in 
, the parifh of Uphall in Weft-Lotbjan, and fu£fered at 
. the crofs of Edinburgh, December ifl^' 1680. 

ALL you fpedlators and auditors, I defire your at- 
tention to afew words, and I ihall be brief. And 
before I begin, I muft tell you, you muft not cxped fuch 
a tcftimonyfrom me, as ye .have hadfrom fome of them 
that went before me, I not being a learned man, as 
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fome have been ; however, I defire to look to God, who 
not only can give me what to l'peak» hut can alfo blcft 
what 1 fpeak ; fo as it may be for his glory, and the 
p^ood of them that love him, and wait for his coming, 
which is the dcfire of my foul. Now, being to Acp out 
of tim^'into eternity, I hope ypu will not think that I ' 
ihall fay any thing now, but what my confcicncc binds 
me to fay. 

In the fir ft place I muft tell yon for what I am come 
here to lay down my life ; it is for owning, and adhe- 
ring tn my fwofn principles. I am a Prefbyterian : and 
herein £ do rejoice, that I am to fnfFer for his caufe only ;' ^ 
for adhering to the word Bi God, and our Confeffion of 
Faith, Larger and Shorter Catechifms, our Covenants 
National and Solemn League, together with our folemn 
acknowledgement of Sins, and engagement to duties, 
>ffherein all Scotland were once engaged, and thought it 
their duty and honour to be fo : And thi^s is the reafon 
for which I am fentenced to death by men ; but God, to 
whom vengeance doth belong, will avenge himfelf forall 
the wrongs done to his glory, caufe, intereft and people. 
I wa^ born under "the pure light of the gofpel,, and was 
taaght to own Chrift as King in Zion only, and head of . 
his own church ; and this I own to be ijiy duty : but I 
a.^ here charged with rebellion, which I deny, becaufe' 
I ^as never of tliat opinion, that it was rebellion to hear 
^e gofpel, for the word of God binds us to it, as our ^ 
duty ; otlierways why ihould God have told us, that wc 
fliould go from fea to fj^a, to feek the word of the Lord, . 
and ihould not find it. And the pra<5lice of our Lord 
and his apoftles in preaching of the gofpel to the people 
tiiat heurd tbem^ is a fufhclent ground to prove it to be 
«Juty to hear the gofpel, whether in fields or houfes, . 
^hen it cannot be had elfewherc ; and if it be duty to 
hear the gofpel,i»as it is, thpn certainly it is duty to de- 
f^d the gofpel when preached in puritjr ; according to 
the word of God, and according to the fixth airticle of 
tlie Solemn League and Covenant, wherein we are bound ! 

to affift'and defend all that enter into covenant with us, 3 

and:io the utmoft of our power, with our lives in our , 

hands> much" more to' defend the. gofpel, which teaches-,. | 

us the fundamental principles of our holy religion. 
^ And to takeaway that vile and malicious afperfion, 
^hich they caft upon us, charging us with an intention 
.G 3 t©.- 

D.gitizedbyCjOOgle 



.7* • The lafl Speech and Tejlimony 

to have murdered the duke of York, and others with 
>him ; I declare, I had never fuch a principle as to murder 
any man j neither did 1 heir ever of it, till the council 
told me ; which 1 knew to be a vile and hell-hatched 
afperfion, caft upon the way and people cf God : but 
they judge others by themfelves, for that is their prin- 
ciple to murder the people of God, as they alfo do* Next» 
1 was, charged, whetlier or not I adhered to Sanquhar 
declaration ? 1 anfwered, I not only adhered to it, but 
alfo will lay down my life cheerfully and willingly, as^I 
do this day, for adhering thereto ; yea, if every hair of 
my head were a liie, and every drop of my blood were 
a man, 1 would -willingly lay them all down for him 
and his caufe. I come here to tell you, ifly That 1 ad* 
here to all the written will and word of God ; and I ad- 
here to the ConfciTion of Faith, and our catechifms, 
larger 2(nd fhorter, and to our covenants, national and 
folemn league, and to the folemn acknowledgment of 
iins and engagement to duties, and to all the covenants 
made* betwixt God and -us, wherein I ftand engaged. 
2d/y^ I adhere to all the tefljmonies that have gone be<- 
foie me. ^diy^ I adhere to all that has been done ,for 
maintaining and defending the gofpel^ againft a tyranniz- 
ing and bloody enemy, when the adors thereof had the 
glory of God before their eyes, as the chief motive that 
drave them thereto, whether at Pcntland, Drumclog, 
Glafgow, Bothwel, Airfmofs, or any other place in Scot- 
land, where there has bcjjn any rencounter of that kind. 
^hiy^ I adhere to that allien of excommunication at the 
Tbrword, it being according to the word of Gk)d, and 
done by a faithful minifler of the gofpel, and in as legal 
•a way as the prefent difpenfation aifd circumftance jof 
tinle could permit : and alfo the perfons excommunicate 
being guilty of fuch crimes, ajs Juftly do deferve that ad 
to be pafled againft them, ., *^'if%, I adhere to the tefti- 
monies of all that . h^yfe bom teftimony againft filent 
and unfaithful minifterl, by their withdrawing from them, 
which is a declaring that they do not own them as faith- 
ful ambafladors of Jefus Chrift, becaufc of their unfaith- 
fulnefs : and I liope, none will condemn me for faying, 
that I have not had clearnefs to join with tbcm, while 
they remain fo unconcerned with the caufe of Chrift, and 
the oppreffion of his people. 6tljly, I adhere to the way 
pi falyation agreed upon betwi;^t the Father and the Son . 

befor« 
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before the creation of the world, that through the Son 
we (hould be made perfeft, which 1 hope to obtain, be- 
fore this body of mine be cold, and in his perfeiflion I 
fhall be made perfe^, and through hi« fuflfering L fhall 
be conformed to him, who fuffered without &c gate, 
bearing his reproach. And I am well pleafed with my 
lot this d2i7. O my foul, and all that is within me, bids 
his holy name, for all that he hath done for my foul, 
and for his way of bringing me here this day to laj 
down my life for him. I aan not afraid of grim death ; 
I know that God has taken away the fting of death, 
through the fuflfering of his Son. 

. in the next place, being here as a dying "witnefs for 
Chrift and his caufe^ I do therefore leave my teilimony 
againfl all abominations done in the land againft a holy 
God, and in contempt of his image ; particularly, i^, 
1 teftify againft all that woful and hell-hatched adl of 
fupremacy, wherein they acknowledge the king to be 
head of the church, and thereby have invefted a mortal 
creature with Chrift's crown, fword and fceptre. ^dly^ 
I bear witnefs and teftify againft the breaking of the 
-national and Tblemn league and covenant, and making 
them to be burnt by the hand of the hang-man at the 
market crofs of Edinburgh, and elfe where through Scot- 
laiKl, fo contrary to their folemn engagements. 3*/^, I 
wiinefs and bear my tcftimon^ againft the reception of 
prelacy, fo contrary to the word of God, and owi cove- 
nants ; for then it was that the covenanters in Scotland 
ihould have withftood both king and council, and all 
that joined with them in that head, and (hould hav« 
teftified againft them with their fwords in their handf 
until they had rcfifted unto blood, according to the 
6th article of the folemn league and covenant, O ! 
that all that are alive this day, that were men when the 
covenant was burnt, were taken with their fm, and "were 
lying in th^ duft ; every one for his fliare in that (in, and 
every one for the land's guiltinefs. i^thly^ I leave my " 
teftimony againft all the horrid blood(hed that has been 
in the land, whether of noblemen, gentlemen, minifters, 
or any others, that have fuffered. in Edinburgh,- or any 
other place, whether on.fcaffolds, on gibbets, ip open 
fields, or on the fea ; particularly that horrid ad of mur- 
dering, fo many men aificr they Icid taken them prifoners, 

and 
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anU after promifed thtm their lives, which w^s doneljy 
Thomas Dalzi^d, called general, who took them prifoners, 
and after promifing to fet them at liberty, delivered them 
up to the bloody council, who mo ft cruelly murdered 
ihem, againft, and without all law and reafon, nev^r 
fpeaking of confcience, for they had loft all of that that 
they ever had, when they burnt the covenant} and mur- 
dered the marquis of Argyle, and my lord Warriftoun, 
and that eminent minifter Mr James Guthry, who were 
murdered againft the very a£t of their own laws. $th/y^ 
I bear witneis and teftimony againft the cutting oS heads 
. and hands, and fetting them up upon the ports of Edin- 
. burgh, and elfewhere through the kingdom of Scotland, 
asif they had been thieves or malefadlors. 6tbly, I tes- 
tify and bear witnefs againft all the imprifonraents, fin- 
ingi and confinings of the peoplq of God, for adhering 
to his word and our covenanis. ^jthly, 1 teftify and bear 
witnefs againft the prefling of the declaration againft our 
covenants upon the confcienccs of the Lord's people. 
^thly^ I teftify and bear witnefs againft the impofmg and* 
paying of cefs and militia-money, ^both for opprefling 
the cpnfciences, and grinding the faces of the poor. pM/f, 
I teftify and bear witnefs againft that cruel and hell- 
' hatched ad of fending the highland hoft, and the reft of 
that cabal, to opprefs and plunder, the people of God. 
, lothly^ and lajllyy I bear witnefs againft all theopprcffion^ 
fpoiling, robbing and hunting of the people of God, ^nd 
that againft all manner of law and reafon. I Ihall be a 
ftanding witnefs againft them, ay and while they repent, 
O ! that the Lord would pour out of his. Spirit upon all 
that have fo grievoufly turned aflde, and make thotn to 
ly in the duft, and totaFc with their fins ; bdt I fear a , 
lioly God has given them up to themfelvcs, and fealed 
their hearts with obduration, and fo the^^ are become 
proof againft all difpenfaiions : but fure'fuch as will not 
bowyto God, fhall be broken by the mighty rod of iron 
that is in his hand to bruife the nations. 1 have here 
left my teftimony againft the perjury, bloodfhed ' atid 
oppfeffion of the people of God, which has been done 
by him who is called the king of Britain and Ii-eland ; 
.and the perjury and blood fiied'a^Sled by noblemen atid 
gentlemen, that have been' aflifting and'ft!rengthening 
his hand in bloody and cruel courics ; arid therefore I 
leave my teftimony agaiofl them, and my blood upon 

their 
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their heads, and eTpeciallj againft fiich as were prefent 
in the council when I was examined, and thefe pcrjurefl. 
lords of the criminal court, where I was fentenced to die 
here in this place of execution ; and alfo I leave my blood 
upon the head of the affizers, and all others who faid 
amen to my fentence, whatever they have been, and jet 
are, except tliey repent, ray blood fliall be charged upon 
them. Like wife 1 leave my teilimony againft all who 
carried arms to guard me to this fcalFold, they fiiall be 
found guilty of my blood, if mercy and grace prevent 
it not. 

And with refpe(5l to. that for which I am fentenced to 
death, becaufe of many miftakes, even among the god- 
ly, throligh ^rong information ; I hqrc as a dying man 
declare, I had before me no defign but only the glory 
of God, and the coming of Chrift's kingdom, and his 
reigning as king in Zion. And for this 1 am fentenced, 
and for this I lay down my life this dayj and I do it . 
willingly and cheerfully, and not by conftraint ; for if I 
had been left of a holy God, - fo far as to quit one hoof 
of his truth, I might have redeemed my life as fomc 
have done, that were as deeply engaged to ftand by the 
truth, even to the refifting unto blood, as I was ; and 
feemed to be as deeply concerned as I was. How they 
have come out of prifon I know not, but God knows, 
and to him they will, and muft give account thereof, 
and to him I leave it ; but I think, there are few that 
come out of prifon now, that can fay, they have neither 
touched, tafted; nor handled the abominations of thefe 
times whcl-ein they live : Therefore 1 leave my tcftimony 
and witnefs againft all that have come out of prifon, by 
tuking of the bond, if it were but to compear before thefe 
bloody enemies bf God, in as far as they were convinced 
that it was fm ; as fome of them were, otherwife thdr V 
tongue and pen have lied ; which I leave to God and . 
their own confcicBce to determine, whetlier or not they 
have finned in fo doing. Next, I here as a dying man, 
do declare,; that if the blotting of paper to them would 
fave my life, I would not do it at that rate ; for I fee 
they are fetting themfelvcs to enfnare poor things ; and 
I fee ne^tlicr minifters nor profeffors to give their advice 
in this matter, if it be not to make them take the bond, 
as they d,id to thefe poor things in the church-yard. Al- 
fo, I leave my teftimony, and bear witnef* againft all 

the 
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the unfaiihfulnefs of minifters' and profeflbrs. Firft," I 
bear witnefs ^gaiifft the unfaithfulncfs of .thefe miniftisrs 
that were with the public reiolutions, to bring in, or keep 
in, any of thefe men that were open and avow'ed malig- 
nants and enemies to God, fo contrary to our covenants. 
7.diyyl bear tellimony againft that adt at Glafgow, where- 
in fix hundred minifters and upwards did quit their 
charge and-turn their back upon their flock; and fince, 
many of them are turned ravening \V0lve5 and greedy dogs 
that cannot bark, TiC cot ding to that -word, Ezek. xiii. 4. 
5. O Ifrael, thy prophets are like the foxes in the defait, 
who have not gone up to the gap, neitlier made up ,the 
hedge for the houfc of Ifrael to (land in th^ battle, in the 
day of the Lord. Had it not been their duty to have ^ 
flood by their charge vmtil they had been driven out of 
their pulpits ? ^dly^ I leave my* teftjmony . againft both 
indulgences, firft and laft, and againft all that coftiply^ 
and go with them in that finful courfe, ay and while 
they repent, I (hall be a (landing witnefs againft' .tli^m. 
JSuiely, if they be found with clean fingers when God 
comes to enquire after blood,- I am'miftaken : But O ! 
What will they anfwer, when Chrift will fay. * Come 

* here, Sir, give me an account of your talent : ^What 

* did you do with yo Mr tniniftry ? laid ye it afide at the 

* command of Charles- Stuart and the bloody counfel ? 

* And had ye nioYe delight to be a doftoror chamberlain, 

* than ye had to be a minifter V Oh 1 let the unfaithful 
minifter remember that word in Ezek. xxxii?. 6. But if 
the watchman fee the fword come, and blow, not the 
trumpet, and the people be,not warned; and if the fword 
come and take any perfon from among them, he is taken 
away in his iniquity ;.but his blood will 1 require at the 

- watchman's hand. I fear that the blood of many foulf 
win be required at the •hands of the moft part of the 
mrnillers of Scotland. •' 

I bear witnefs, and leave my teftimony againft the un- 
faithfulnefs of many minifters, who have left their wonted 
love" and burning zeal, which they had when they ventur- 
ed upon the high places of the earth in preaching Ihe* 
gofplel. And now, in the laft place, I bear teftimony a- 
gaihft all that have preached, written againft, or re- 
proached that poor party that were occafionally met at 
Airfmofs, only for the hearing of the gofpel. 

And now when I-am ftepping out of time into eternity, . 
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I declare that I adhere to all the do^rincs that ever I 
heard Mr Richard Cameron, or Mr Donald Caigil 
preach : and ray foul blefleth God that ever I iiejrd 
either of thera ; for my foul hath been refrefhed to hear 
the voice and ihouting of a king among thefe field meet- 
ings, whtrein the fountain of living waters has been 
made to run down among the pspople of God, in fuch 
a manner that armies could not have terrified us. O ! 
I am fure the blood that has been Ihed in the fields, and 
on fcaffolds in Scotland for the caufc and intereftof Jefus 
Chrift, will have a glorious crop, ; in fpite of devils and 
meti; and I am fur^, the feed fown at Airfmofs will 
have as glorious a vintage, as ever any feed in Scotland 
had. 

O dear friends and followers of Chrift, hold on your 
way, weary not, faint not, and you fhall receive the 
cro\^T\ of life. , 3 1 is thofe that overcome by the blood of 
the Lamb aiid the word of their tpftimony, that (hall 
ftand, being clothed in ,white robesy before the throne, 
for thefe are they that came out of great tribulation. 
Remember, that there is a book of remembrance written, 
and the names of thefe are-written in it, that fpeak often 
one to another. O my friends, let it be your lludy to 
keep up private fellowfhip-meetings, wherein fo muck 
of the power' and life' of religion is to be found. Re- 
member, that here I, as a dying. fufFeret for Chrift j leave 
this charge to every one of you, that have af y love to 
Chrift: Set about this and other duties withlmore fer- 
vent love and zeal than heretofore hath been done ; and 
be much in pri^te prayer j wreftle w,ith God upon tiie 
account of Jacob*s trouble. I will fay tin's that the 
more ye feek for Zion, the more ye will get for yourfel- 
ves. Let not the reproaches caft upon the v/ay of God 
ftumble you. And lee that w*lien ye are reviled, ye re- 
vile noT again ; but rather with meeknefs ajid love, in 
the fear of the Lord, ftudy yfc to gain others ; but if they 
will not hearken when this is done, then be free and 
faithful in teftlfying againft them for fo doing; but ef- 
pecially let your converfation teftify your diflike of thefe 
finful courfes. And now, my dear friends in Chrift, I 
leave you to him, who has promifcd to be with yoR in 
the fire and water, and bear the weight of all your re- 
proaches, and is afHi<flecI in all your aiili(ftions. 

As for you that are lying in black nature, I exhort 
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you to repent of your fins, and come out of that woeful 
eftate, wherem ye arc now lying, and clofe with' a flain 
Mediator upon his own ternis. O fall fn love with the 
way of falvation. O can ye think of the way of re- 
demption, and not ftand and wonder at the condefcen- 
dency of free grace ? I tell .you. Except J^ou repent, ye 
ihall all pcriih. 

I have a word to fpeak to you that are cruel and open 
enemies to Chrift and his caufe. Remember, the faints 
(hall judge th^ world ; and then we fhall not get leave 
to ftand on equal terms with you ; but ^we (hdl be fet 
on thrones, with crowns on our heads and harps in our 
hands, to fing praife to the Lamb : And then we fliall 
pafs our fentence, with the great Judge, upon all the e- 
nemies of God, and you (hall be turned into hell, vnth 
all the nations that forget God, if ye repent not. I pray 
that tlie Loid would open your eyes that you may fee 
your fins, and turn from them and live. I forgive all 
men the wrongs they have done, or can do to me ; but 
for the wrongs done to Chrift, in robbing hini of his 
right over his church and people, Tknow vengeance be- 
longs to God, and he will repay them ; therefore I leave 
them under procefs, ay and while they repent. And 
now I begin to enjoy him who is invifible ; for it is but 
little we can fee of him now ; but this I am fure of, that 
I fliall be made conform to him through his fufferings. 

•Therefore I take my leave of all the world, and the en- 
joyments thereof. I leave my wife and child to my co- 

, venafnted God, who gave them to me, and willingly 
quit and give them- up to him, hoping, that he will be 
a hufband to the widow, and a father to the fatherlefs, 
according to his promife. I hope that the friends of the 
Lord wul remember the living for the dead's fake. Farc- 

.^ wel wife and child, parents and relations, and all friends 
and acquaintances. Welcome heaven, angeh,and faints : 
welcome God and Father ; welcome lovely Jefus ; wel- 
come Holy Spirit of grace, into thy hands- 1 commend 
my foul and fpirit. 

. , JOHN POTTER, 

•I / The 
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The laft Speech and Teftimony of IfabeJ /fli/on, who liv- 
ed at Perth, and fufFered at Edinburgh, January 26, 
i6Sj. 

The interrogations of I/tibe/ AK/on before the priry coun- 
cil. 

WHENI was brottght before the council, they afk« 
ed me. Where did ye live, at St Johnftoun ? 
Aufwer, Yes. What was your occupation ! To which I 
did not anfwer. The bifhop aiked, if I converfed with 
Mr fionald Cargil ? I anfwered, Sir> you feem to be a 
man whom I have no tlcarnefs to fpeak to. He defired 
motkcir to afk the fame queftion : I anfwered, I have 
fcen him, and I wifti that I, had feen him oftener. They 
aflced, if I owned what he had done again ft the civil 

fagiftrate ? I anfwered, t did own it. They a/ked, \( 
coftld read the Bible ? I anfwered* Yes. They afked, 
if I knew the duty we owe to the civil magiftrate ? I an- 
fwered. When the magiftrate^carrieth the fword for God, 
according to what the Scripture calls for, we owe him 
all due reverence ; but when they overturn the work of 
God, and fet themfelves ih oppofition to him, it is the 
da.y of his {i;rvants to execute his laws and ordinances 
on them. They a(ked. If I owned the Sanquhar decbi- 
ration ? I anfwered, I do own it. They aflted, If I 
ftwued the papers taken at the Queensferry on Hci^y 
Hall? I anfwered, yoii need not queftion that. They 
aiked, If I knew Mr Skeen ? \ anl'wered, 1 never faw 
him. They aiked. If I converted with rebefs ? I anfwer- 
ed I never converfed with rebels. They aikeJ, If i did 
converfe with David Hackftoun ? I anfwered, I did^coii- 
verfe with him, and I hlefs the Lord thiii ever I .fliw 
him, for I never faw ought in him but a godly pious 
youth. They allied, If the killing of the bilhop of St 
Andrews was a pious a<ft? I anCwer^jJ, I never heard 
him fay, that he kilPd hirii ; but if Gpd moved any, and 
put it upon them to execute his righteous judgmeats up- 
on him, I have nothing to fay to that. They u(kcd nie, 
V/hen faw ye John Balfour that pious youth ? I anfwer- 
ed, I have feen him. They aiked, When ? I anfwered, 
fhofcarc frivolous queftions, I am not bound to anfwer 
them. They faid, I thought not that a teftimony. They 
H aiked, 
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nfked, Wliat think jc of that in the Confeflion of Faith, 
That magiftrates fbould be owned though they were 
lieathens ? I anfwercd; It was another matter, than when 
, thefe who feenicd to ^wn th^ truth, have how overturn- 
ed it, and made themfelves avowed enenjics to it. Thcj 
afked, Who fhould be judge of thefe things ? I anfwer- 
cd, .the fcriptures of truth, and the fpirit of God, and 
not men that have overturned the work themfelves. 
They afked. If I knew the two Henderfons that mur- 
dered the Lord St Andrews ? I anfwercd, I never knew 
any Lord St Andrews. They faid, Mr James Sharp, 
i£ ye <^11 him fo. I faid, 1 never thought it murder; 
but if God moved and.ftirfed^ them'up to execute his 
righteous judgment upon him, I have nothing to fay to 
that. They aflted, whether or not I would own all that 
I had faid ? for, faid they, you will be put to own it in 
the Grafs market : And they bemoaned me, in putting 
my life in hazard in fuch a quarrel. I anfwered, I 
think my life little enough in the quarrel of owning my 
Lord and Mailer's fweet truths ; for he hath freed mc 
from everlafting wrath, and . redeemed me ;• and as for 
my body, it is at his difpofal* T^ey faid, I did riot fol- 
low the Lord's pradtice in that ancnt Pilate. I anfwer- 
cd, Chrift owned his kingly office, when he was quef- 
tioned on it, and he told ihem. He Was a king, and for 
that end he was born. And it is for that, that we are 
•called in quetlion this day, the owning of his kingly go- 
Temmcnt. The biftiop faid. We own it. I anwered, 
.We have found the fad confequecce of the contrary. He 
faid, He pitied nTe for the lofs of my hfe. I told him^ 
He had done tne much more hurt than the lofs of my 
life, or all the lives they had taken ; Jot it had much 
more aiFefted me, that many fouls were killed by their 
dodlrine. The bifhop faidi Wherein is our doftrine er- 
roneous ? I faid that was better debated already than a 
poor lafs oould debate it. They faidi Your minifters do 
not approve ef thefe things ; and ye have faid more than 
fome of your niinifters ; for your minifters have brougiit 
you on to thefe opinions, and left you there. I faid. 
They had caft in baits among the minifters, and harled 
them afide; and although minifters fay one thibg to 
day, and another to inorro'w, we are not obliged to fol- 
ipw them in that. Then they faid, they pitied me ; for 
(faid they) we find reafon and a quick wit in you ; And 

thtj 
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tliey defired me to take it to advifemcnt. I told them, 
I had been advifing on it thefe feven years, and I hoped 
not to change now. They enquired mockingly, If I 
lectured any ? I anfwered, Quakers ufe to do fo. They 
alked, If I did own Preftyterian principle**? I anfwered* 
That I did. _ They aiked, if I was diftempercd ? I told 
thera, I was always folid in the ^Ix, that God had given 
me. Laftly, They afked my name. - 1 lold them, If 
they had ftaged me, tiiey might remember- my name, 
for 1 had told them already, and would not always bt 
telling them. One of them faid, May ye not tell us 
your name ? Then another of themfelves told it. 

The Interrogations pf Jfabfi AV^fon before the criminal 

lords. 

BEING called before the criminal lords, they aflted 
me. If I would abide by what I faid laft day ? * I 
anfwered, t. am not about to deny any thmg of it. They 
faid, ye confeffcd that yc harboured the .kilisrs of the 
tifnop, though yc would not call it murder. . I faid, I 
eonfcffed no fuch thing. The advocate faid I did. I 
anfwered, 1 did not ; and I told them, I would take with 
no untruths. He faid, did. ye not converfe with them I 
I faid, I did converfe with David Hackftoun, and I blefi 
the Lord for it. They faid, when faw you him laft ? I 
anfwered, never fince ye miirdered him. They deiired 
me to fay over what! faid the laft day. I faid, .would 
'. they have me to be my own accufer T They faid, the ad- 
vocate was my accufer ? I faid, let him fay on then. 
Then they went over the things that paft betwixt the 
council and me^ the other day ; and put me to it, yea, 
or nay. I faid, ye have troubled me too much with 
anfwering queftion?, feeing ye #e a judicature which I , 
have no clearnefs to aufwer. They faid, do ye, difown 
us, and the king's authority in us ? 1 faid, I difown you 
all, becaufe you carry the fword againft God, and- not 
for him, and have thefe nineteen or twenty years made it 
;four work to dethrone him, by f^earing year after year a- ^ 
gainft him, and his work, and affuming that power, to a 
human creature, which is due to him alone, and have 
rent the members from their head Chrift, and Qx^ a- 
nother. Then they afked, who taught you thefe princi- 
ples ? I faid, I was beholden to God that taught mfe thefe - 
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] nnciples. They iaid, are you a Quaker ? I faid, did 
you hear me fay, 1 v as led by a fpijit within me ? I 
h\hh the Lord, I pro filed, much by the perfecuted gofpel; 
► and your a^s of indemnity after Bothwell cleared me 
xnore than any thing I met with fmce. They faid, how- 
could t]2at le ? I laid, by your meddling with Chrift's 
intereds, and parting vhem as ye pleaded. They faid, they 
did not ufuip Chrifl's prerogatires. 1 faid, what then 
mean your indulgences, and your fetting up of Prelacy ? 
for there has none preached publicly thefe twenty years 
without perfecution, but thefe that have had their orders 
from ycu. Then they caufed bring Sanquiiar declara*- 
lion, and the * Paper foimd on Mr. Richard Cameron, 
and the papers^ taken at the Queensferry, and aiked, If 
] would acihere to them ? .1 faid, I would, as they were 
according to' the Scriptures, and I faw not wherein they 
did contra di€l them. They, aiked, if ever Mr Welch or 
Ilr Pviddcl taught me thefe principles ? 1 anfwered, I 
w^ould be far in the wrong to fpeak any thing that might 
WTorg^ them. Then they bade me take heed what I was 
faying, fcr it was upon life and death that I w- as queftion- 
cd. , I aiked them, if they, would have me to lie ? I 
would not quit one truth, though it. would purchafe my 
life, a thoufand year?, which ye cannot purchafe, nor 
picmife me an hour. They faid, w^hen faw ye the two 
IJendcifons and John Balfour ? Seeing .ye love ingenuity, 
Vviil ye be ingenuous, and tell us, if ye faw them fmce 
tl.e death of the bifhop ? I faid, they appeared publicly 
vithin the land fmce. They afked, if I converfed with 
ihem \yithi;n thefe twelve months? At which I kept> 
lilence. They urged me to fay cither yea, or nay. I 
anfwered, yes. Then they faid, your blood be upon 
your own head, we (tall be free of it. I anfwered, fo 
faid Pilate j but it wa#k queftion if it was fo; and ye 
haye nothing to fay againft me/but for owning of Chrlft*« 
truths, and. his perfecuted members. To which they 
anfwered nothing. Then they dt fired me to fubfcrihe 
what I owned, 1 refufed, and they did it for mc. 

Account 

* This paper being takcu froro him, at hi8deat!i, by the enemies 
who'flcw him ; no copy thcrccf (for ought I kn*'^) hat evtr been 
pr(*turtd, and hence it cannot be certainly kuo\*n what wai the 
«iat;irc of it. ^ 
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- Account of T7hat Ifahel Ahfon faid before the aflizerr. 

Dear Frlendc, 

THESE are to fhew you what paft betwixt the black 
crew and me." They read my indidmenr, and 
a/feed, -If^I had ought to fay againft it ? I faid, nothing. 
They read the papers as they did formerly, and nfked, 
if I owned 'them ? I faid, 1 did own th^ra. Then 
they called the afijzers and fwTore them. Then I told 
them, all authority is of God, Rom. nili. i. and when 
they appeared againft him, I was clear to difown them ; 
and if they were not againft him, I would not have been 
there': I take every one of you witnefs againft another, 
at your appearance before God, that your proceeding a* 
gainft me is only for owning of Chrift, his gofpel, and 
members ; which I could not difewn, left I ftiould come 
under the hazard of denying Chrift, and fqhe denied of 
bim. And when the a^ze came, they afked, if I had 
. ought to fay againft them ? I faid, they were all alike, 
for there would no honeft man take the, trade in haiid. 
They faid to the affize. It was' againft their will to take. 
out lives ? I faid, if that had been true, they would not 
have brought me fo far o£F, purfuing mc for my life. 
This is the fubftance of what paft, as I remember. 

Accountof Mr Archibald Riddel's examination of I fabeL 
Alifon and Marion Hatvie* 

ABOUT fdveti^of the clock at night the goodman 
of the tolbooth caufcd call us down, againft- our 

, will, to be examined by Mr Riddel, at the council's or- 
der. . So we came down, and the goodman t3f> the tol- 
booth being prefent, and fome gentlemenj they caaftd 
us to fit down. The goodman of the tolbooth faid,. Mr 
Riddel, the council caufed me bring you to confer with, 
thefe women ; to fee if ye can bring them to repenianct- 
Then we.protefted, and faid, as for repentance, we know 
not what fault we have done 5 Then faid they, you can- 
not be the worfe to have one of your minifters to confer 

.with. We told them,' thefe minifters being their fervantSs 
we looked no more upon them as minifters of Jefus. 

. Chrift ; and therefore he is no minifter to us. ^r Rid-- 

dd a&cd, if the council would fend Mr Cargil to us^. 

H3 would 
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would \ve not center with' him ^ W© fald^ he was not 
at their coir.mand ;'but if Mr Cargil would do as ye and 
the reft of you have done, we would do the like with 
him. So he offered to pray ; we faid, we were not clear 
to join with him in prayer. He faid, wherefore ? We 
faid, we know the ftrain of your prayers will be like 
your difcourfe. *He fiid, I ftall not mention any of 
your principles in my prayer, l)Ut only defire the Lord 
to let you fee the evil of your doings. We told him, we 
defired none of his prayers at alL They faid, would^ we 
not be content to hear him.? We faid, forced prayers 
had no virtue. Then we faid, what means he to" pray 
with 11^ more than he did with our brethren that have 
gone before us ? Mr Riddel faid, Mr Skeen converfed 
with Mr Robert Rofs. "\Ve faid, he did not fend for 
him, but he intruded himfelf upon Kim. The goddman 
of the tolbooth faid, he converfed with Mr Meldrum, 
and we fmjled at that, and faid, he might talk to him 
of his perjiU'y, but for no other thing. So they urged 
prayer again. We faid, it would be a mocking of God. 
They faid, why fo ? We faid, becaufe we cannot jojn 
in if. So Mr Riddel began to debate with us, and faid, 
we v/ould not find it in all the Scriptures, nor any hif- 
tory, to difown the civil magiftrate. We ^fwered, 
there were never fuch magiftrates feen as we have. He 
inftanccd ManafTeh, v^4io made the ftreets of Jerufakm 
to run with the blood of the prophets. We faid, it was a 
queftion if he came the length in perjury. He inftanced 
Joafh : We anf\vered, he was but a child when that co- 
venant was fworn, and it was not fb wijh thefe he now 
pleaded for. He then inftanced Nero, how l>e fet the 
city on fire, and robbed the churches ; and yet notwith- 
flanjing 4he Apoftje exhorteth fabmiflion to the ma- 
giftrates then in being. We anfwered, it was in the Lord, 
and as they.-vfere a terror to evil doers. He faid, al- 
though ihcy Wicre wicked, yet they fliould not be alto- 
gether caft off. We faid, before their excommunication, 
we would not have bet^n fo cle::r to caft /them .off. He 
faid, there were but only {tvQ-^ in the excommunitation, 
then why do ye caft off all the reft ? We anfwered, thefc 
fcven carried the threat fway, and U.e reft came in under 
them. He faid, how can one m.in take upon him to 
draw out the fword of excom-mnnicafron, for the like was 
BCYcr heard tell of in no generation? We anfwered, why 

not 
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not one man, fincc there were no more faithful, arid the 
church hath power to call out fcund^iloiis perfons, be 
they high, be they* low. H< fald, who Is the church ? 
We faid, if there was a true church lathc world, that 
little handful w^s one, though never fo infignificant, of 
v<^hich handful we own ourfelves a part : and tfiough our 
blood go in the quarrel, yet we hope, it will be the 
foundation of a new building, and of a lively church. 

He faid, Thought we. all the minillcrs wronr^ ? \Vc 
anfwcred, we delire to forbear, and not to tidd ;. lor wc 
defire jiot to fpeak of minifters faults. And we delireJ 
him to forbear, artd let us begone ; but he urged his dif- 
courfe, aiid fell on upon the papers that were taken an 
the Queensferry, chiefly on that part of them ; ** when 
God gives them power, it is a jull law to execute juflicc 
upon all perfons that, are guilty.'* And he camj to us, 
and laid by his coat, and faid, v/oiild ye ft:ib me with a 
knife in my breaft,.even now ? And wcfmiled, and faid. 
We never murdered any ; But, faid he, they fwore to 
do fo. 'We faid, why did he not debate tliefe things 
with men, and not with lafles ? For we told him, wc 
never fludied debates. He faid again, thought we all 
the minifters wrong ? We arifwered, they were wrong, 
and forbade Kim to put us to it, to fpcak of minifters 
faults ; for if he knew what we had to fay of them, he 
would not urge us. So we de fired to be gone. And he 
faid, if ye come to calm blood, defire me, or any other 
of the minifters to Ipeak to you, ye may tell the keep- 
ers and ye may have tliem : And there was a furgeon 
among them, and the goodman of tlje tolbooth laid, 
he might draw blood of us, for we were mad. We faid, 
faw y^ any mad a6lion'ih us ? This is all we can mind 
at prfefent. ■ ' • , 

The dying Teftimony and laft words of Ifabel Allpjn, 

IBeing.fentcnced to die in the Grafs-market of Edin- 
burgn, January, 1681, thought fit to fet down under 
my hand, the caufcs wherefore I fuilef. I beiug appre- 
hended at Perth, in mj own chamber, by an order from 
the council, and brought to Edinburgh with a ftrong 
guar-±, and tjjiere put in prifon, and tlien being examin- 
ed firftby a committee, and then by the criminal coUrt ; 
the manner of Y>iy examination was, i;?, If I converfed 
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vith DaTid Hackfloun and others of our friends ? 
Which 1 owned upon good grounds. ^ idlj^ If 1 owned 
the excommunication at tlie Torwood, and the papeu 
' found at the Queensfcrry, and Sanquhar Declaration, 
and a paper found on Mr Cameron at Airfmofs \ All 
which I owned. Likewife I declined their authority, 
^and told them, that they had declared war againll Chriil, 
and had ufurped and taken his prerogatives, and fo car- 
ried tlie fword againft him, and not for him: So 1 
think, none can own them, unlefs they difown Chrift Je- 
fuS. Therefore let enemies and pretended friends fay 
what they will, 1 could have my life on no oafier terms 
♦ than the denying of Chrift's kmgly office. So I lay 
down my life for owning and adhering to Jefus Chrift, 
his being a free king in his own houfe, for which I blefs 
the Lord, that ever he called me to that. 

Now, in the fiyfl place, I adhere to the holyfcriptiires 
of the Old and New Tcftameiit. And likewiije I ad- 
here to the Confeffion of Faitti, becaufe, according to the 
fcriptures, the larger and Shorter catechifms ; and our 
folemn covenants, both national and folexmi league, as 
they wer€ lawfully fworn irt tliis land ; and I adhere to 
th€ acknowledgment of fins, and engagement to duties ; 
,1 adhere likewife to thefe fore-mentioned papers, and to 
the exconimunication of Torwood, they all l>eing ac- 
cording to the .Scriptures of truth, and fo both, lawful 
and neccflary. Likewife I adhere to the Rutherglen 
teftimony, and to all the teftimonies of our worthies, 
who have fuifered in Edinburgh, and elfewhcre. ' 

In the next place, I enter my proteftation againft all 
the violation done to the work of God thefe twenty years 
bygone. Firft, The burning of the covenant nmde with 
God, and the caufes of God's wrath, and the thrufting 
in of prelates into, the Lord's houfe, contrary to the 
- word of God, and our fworn cove^jants. I leave ipy 
teftimony againft Popery, which is fo much countenan- 
ced at this day, againft the receiving that limb of anti- 
chrift the duke of Yoik. Likewife 1 leave my teftimo- 
ny againft all the blood fhed both on fcaftblds and in 
the fields and fcas ; and againft all the cruelty ufed a- . 
gainft all the people of the Lord. And T leave my tef- 
timony againft the paying of that wicked eefs, for main- 
taining thefe profane wretches, to bear down the work 
of God. I leave my teftimony againft all unlawful 

bonds 
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bonds. And likewife againll the fhifting of a teftimony, 
when clearly called by the Lord to girc it. I leavg my 
teftimony againft the profanity of all forts, and likewife 
ag^nft lukewarmnefs and indifferency in the .Lord's 
matters...! leave my teftimony againft, the- mifaithful- 
nefs cf miniftprs, firft and laft, their filencc at the firft, 
when their mafter's work was broken down, for the moft 
part they flipped frolii their mafter's back, without (o 
much as giving one word of a teftimony againft the 
T.Tongs done to him ; and now are become a fnare to 
the poor people in going to hear the curates, and poor 
things following their example, are enfnared ; by find- 
ing the fad experience of it, brings it tlxe more intp my 
memory. Yet, nctw'i:hftanding of their being convinc- 
ed of their erVor in this, many of them carry now, as if 
they rued that ever they came forth to the fields to pro- " 
claim their maftec a free king in bis own houfe : And 
now they arc fallen in under the Ihadow of the fworn 
enemies, and alas ihey are become profound to "lay 
fnares ; yea, they are a trap upon Mifpeh, and a net 
fpread upon Tabor ! Oh, for the fad defcAion both of 
Diiniftcrs 2ind profeiTors^n Scotland ; It is like our car- 
riage may make many of cur carcafes to ly in the wil- 
dcrnefs. I leave my teftimony againft the indulgences, 
f.r* and laft, and agaiilft all that comply tlierewith, or 
connive thereat. 1 leave my teftimony againft the cen- 
furing of worthy Mr Cameron, or any other whom God 
raifed up to declare the v/hole coiinfel of God, and to 
Tt'itncfs againft the evils of this generation. I fear, when 
God makes inquifition for blood, ttiinifters hands will 
not be found free thereof. 

As for charging my blood on any particular perfon, 
I cannot, for I have never gotten the certainty of what 
hath brought mc to th^ ftage ; but if any have done it 
willingly, I leave it to God, and their own confcience. 
But I may warrantably charge it upon all the declared 
cncraiesof God' witliin the land. 

Now, I would only fay this to you, who are feeking 
to.keep your garments clean, * be fober, be vigilant, for 
your adverfary the devil goes about like a Soaring lion, 
feekihg whom he may devour.' And as I would have 
you be zealous for the truti, and not to quit one hoof? 
fo I would have you labour againft a fpirit of bitternefs; 
beware of fclf, and be more ready to mourn for the flipi 
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of others, than to make them,* the fubjcdl of your dif- 
eouffe ; and labour tp make earnell of religion, for I 
find there is need of more than a good caufe, when it 
coraes-to the pufh. O the evcrlafting covenant is fwect 
to me i;ow ! And I would alfo fay, they that would fol- 
low Chrift, need not* fear at the crofs, for I can fet to 
my feal to it, * his yoke is eafy, and his burden is light.* 
Yea, many times he hath made me go very eafy through 
things that I have thought I would never have win 
through. He is the only defu-able maftcr, but he mud 
be followed fully. Rejoice in him, all ye that love him, 
* wherefore lift up your heads, and be exceeding glad, 
for the day of your redemption draweth nigh. Let not 
yt)ur hearts faint, nor your hands grow feeblp ; go on 
in the ftrength of the Lord, my dear friends, for, I hope, 
he will yet have a remnant both of fons and daughters, 

~ that will cleave to him, though they will be very few ; 
even as the berrici on the top of the outraoft branches. 
As for fuch as are grown weary of the crcJfs of Chrift, 
and have drawn to a lee-fhore that God never allowed, 
it may be ere all be done, it will turn like a tottering 
fence, and a bowing wall to^ them, and they fhall have 
little profit of it, and as little credit. But what fhall I 
fay to the commendation of Chrift and his crofs ? I blefs 
the Lord, praife to his holy name, that hath made my 
prifon a palace to me ; and what am I that he (hould 
have dealt thus with me ? I have looked grecdy4ike to 
fuch a lot as this, but ftill thought it was too high for 
me, when I faw how vile I was ; but now the Lord'hath 
made that fcripture fweet to me, Ifa. vi. 6. — 7. * Then 
flew, one of the feraphiras unto me, having a live coal 
in his hand, — and he laid it upon my mouth, and faid, 
lo, this hath touched thy lips, and thine iniquity is ta- 
ken away, and thy fin purge'd.' O how great is his love 
to me ! that Jiath brought me forth to.teftify againft the 
abominations of the times, and keeped me from faint- 
ing hitherto, and hath made me to rejoice in him. Now 
I blefs the Lord that ever he gave me a life to lay down 
for him. Now, farewel all creature comforts ; farewel 
fweet bible ; farewel *ye real friends in Chrift ; farewel 

\ faith and hope ; farewel prayers and all duties ; farewel 
fun and moon. Within a little L fhall be free from fin, 
Hnd all forrowi that follow thereon. Welcome evcrlaft- 
ing 
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ing enjoyment of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, cv- 
crlaifing love, everlafting joy, everlafting ligfet. 

Edinburgh ToJitxah,! 
*7j«. 26. 1 68 1. \ Slefubfcr^kury 

ISABEL ALISON. 

TJEING come to die fcaffold, after fmging theliixiv. - 
JLj PTalm, and reading the xvi. of Mark, fhe cried 
over the fcaffold, and faid, rejoice in the Lord, yc 
righteous ; and again I fay, rejoice. Then fhe defired 
to pray at that place, and the xnajor came, and would 
not let her, but took her away to the ladder foot; and 
there (he prayed., When fhe went up the ladder, Ac 
cried out, O be zealous. Sirs, be zealous, be zealous ! 
O love the Lord all ye his fervants ; O love him, Sirs I 
for in his favour there is life. And {he faid, O ye his 
enemies, what will ye dp, whether will ye fly in that 
day ? For now there is a- dreadful day coming on all 
the enemies of Jefus Chrifl. Come out from among 
them, all ye that are the Lord's own people. Then fhe 
faid, farewel all created comforts ; farewel fweet bible, 
in which I delighted mofl, and which has been fweet to 
me fince I came to prifon ; farewel Chriftian acquaint- 
ances. Now, into thy hands I commit my fpirit. Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft. Whereupon the hangman threw 
her over. 

The laft Speech and Teftimony of Man$n Ilarviei who 
lived at Borrowftounnefs, and fuffered at Edinburgh, 
the 26th of January, 1681. 

An account of her anfwers before the Privy Council. 

THEY afked firfl. How long is it fince ye faw^ Mr 
Donald Cargil ? I faid, I cannot tell particularly 
when I faw him. They faid. Did you lee him^ within 
thefe three months.^ I faid, It may be I have. They 
faid. Do ye own his covenant ? I faid, What covenant ? 
Then they read it to me ; and I faid, I did own it. They 
faid, Do ye own the Sanquhar declaration ? I anfwered. 
Yes. They faid. Do ye own thefe to be lawful ? I faid. 
Yes ; becaufe they are according to the feriptures, and 
pur covenants, which ye'fwore yourfelves, and my fa- 
ther 
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thcr fworc them. They faid, Yea; but the covenant 
docs not bind you to deny the king's authority. I faid, 
. So long as the king held the truths of G©d, which ht 
fwore, we were obliged to own him ; bu^, when he brake 
his oath, and robbed Chrift of his kingly rights, which 
do not belong to hinw we were bound to difown him, 
and you alfo. They faid. Do ye know what ye fay ? I 
faid, Yes. They faid. Were ye ever mad? I anfwered, 
I have all the wit that ever God gave me ; do you fee 
any mad a6l in me ? They faid; Where Was ye born I 1 
anfwered, In Borrowftounnefs. They afked, What was 
y9ur occupation there ? I told them, 1 ferved. They 
* faid, Did ye fervc the woman that gave Mr Donald 
Cargil quarters ? I faid. That is a queTtion which I will 
not anfwer. They faid, Who did ground you in thefc 
principles ? I anfwered, Chrift by his word. They faid. 
Did not minifters ground you in thcfe? T anfwered, 
Wlien tie minifters preached the word, thefpirit of God 
backed ^nd confirmed it to me. They faid, Did ye ev- 
cp fee Mr John Welch ? 1 faid. Yes ; my foul hath been 
refrefhed by hearing him.. They afked, if ever I heard 
Mr Archibald Riddel ? I anfwered, Yes j and I blcfs the 
Lord that eVer I heard him. They fahi, Did ever they 
preadh to take up arms againft the king ? I faid, I have 
heard them preach to defend the gofpel, which we arc 
hU fworn to do. They afked, If ever I fwore to Mr 
Donald Cargil's covenant ? I faid, No ; but we arc 
bound to own it. They faid, Did ye ever hear Mr 
George Johnftoun ? I faid, I am not concerned with 
him; I would not hear him, for he is joined in- a con- 
federacy with yourfelves. They faid, Did ye hear the 
excommunication at the Torwood ? I faid. No ; I could 
not win to it. They afked, If I did approve of it ? I 
anfwered. Yes. They afked. If I approved of the kil- 
ling the Lord St Andrews ? I faid, In fo far as the Lord 
raifed up inftruments to execute his jult judgments upon 
him, I have nothing to fay againft it ; for he was a per- 
jured wretch, and a betrayer of the kiik of Scotland. 
Then they afked, What age I was of? I anfwered> I 
cannot tell. They faid among themfelves, That I would 
be about twenty years of age, and began to regret my 
cafe, and faid, would I caft away fclf fo ?' I anfwered, I 
love my life as well as any of you do ; but ^^ill not re- 
deem it upon fmful^ terms ; for Chrift fays, * he that 
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ftefcs to fave his life, ftiall lofe h\!* Then one of tliem 
afked, when the aflize Ihouldfit? an J feme other of them 
atifwered, on Moncliy. T'hen they afked. If I could 
write ? 1 atifwered. Yes. Will you fubicribe, faid they, 
what you have faid? I anfwered. No. They bade th<i 
clerk fet down, that I cquld write, but refufed to fub- 
fcribe. Then diey afked, If I defired to converfe witli 
one of our minifters ? I fald. What minifters I They 
faid, Mr Riddel. And I told them, I would have none 
cf their mhiifters* - This is all I can remember, at thi$ 
prefcnt. 

Her difcourfe before the judiciary court. 

FIRST, I was brought and fet in the pannel, ani 
they read over my indi<flment, and afked me, if I 
did confefs with thefe, things ? I anfwered, yes. Then 
they read Sanquhar declaration, and afked, if I owned 
it ? I anfwered, yes. They read that paper which they 
call the new covenant, and afked, if I owned it ? I an^ 
fwcred, yes. Then I protefled they. had notirng to fajr 
againft me, as to matter of fadl ; 'but only becaufe I own- 
ed Chrift and his truth. To that they replied nothing 5 
but called the aflizers who had no will to appear, lid 
they wereal^out to fine them;- and then they came for* 
ward. One of them faid, he did not defire to be one of 
the afSze, but they would have him. He bade them 
read our confefTion ; for he knew not wjiat .they had to 
fay againft us*. They bade him hold up his hand, and 
fwcar that he would be true, ^nd he could not, but fell 
on trembling. The advocate bade the afTizers look if I' 
had'any thing* to fay againfl them. I faid, I kncv/ none 
of them, but that they were all bloody butchers together. 
And'when the ailizers were fet in a place by themfelves, 
I faid to them, now. beware what ye are doing^, for they 
havtf nothing to fay again ft me 5 but only for owning" 
Jefus Chrift and his perfecuied truth^s ; for ye will get my 
Wood upon your heads. So that man that fell on trem- 
bling before,' defired them t^-read my confeffion to him, 
and they read it. 'And after that the advocate had at 
difcourfe to them,, and faid, ye know thefe women arc 
guilty, of trcafon. The affize faid, they are not gu41ty- 
of matters of-fafk :' He faid, but treafon is faiSb ; and tak- 
ing- himfelf again, he faid, 'tis true, it is but treafon in- 
I , ' their 
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the it jadgment ; but go on according to our law, and if 
ye wiii not do it, I will proceed. And when they had 
read my confefiion, they had fet doivtl,. thatl had fetd, 
the minifters had taught mte thcfe principles. I faid, 
that is a lie, and it is like the reft of your lies ; for I faid, 
that it was Chrift by his word, that^aught me: They 
anfwercd nothing to that, but faid, would I>own the reft 
of my confeffion ? I anfwered, yes« The advocate laid, 
we do not dcfire to^takc their lives ; for we have dealt 
with them many ways, and fent minifters to deal with 
them, and we cannot prevail with them. -I faid, we are 
not concerned with'you, and your mjnifters. The ad- 
vocate faid^ 'tis not for Religion that we are purfuing 
you I but for trcafon. I anfwered, 'tis for religion Aat 
ye are purfuing me ; for I am of the fame religion that 
ye are all fwom to be of ; but ye arc all gone blind. I 
am a true Pre{byterian in my judgment. ' So they put 
*the affize into another room^ by themfelves, and remov- 
ed mc without the guard into another room> then they 
read the delay till Friday at twelve of the clock : and I 
charged them before the tribunal of God, a.s they (hould 
anfwer there ; for, faid I, ye have nothing to fay to me, 
but for my owning the perfecuted gofpel. 

, The dying Teftimony and laft words of Marion Harvie. 

Chriftian Fiiends and Acquaintances, 

I BEING to lay down my life on Wedncfday next, 
Janiiary 26.- 1681. I thought fit to let it be known 
to the wovld wherefore I lay down my life ; and to let it 
be Teen, that I die not as a fool, oraii evil doer,* •r as 
a bufy body in other mens matters.: No, it is for adher- 
ing to the truths of Jefus Chrift, and avowing him 
to be King of Zion, and head of his church ; and the 
teftimony againft the ungodly laws of men; and their rob- 
bing Ghrift of* his rights, and ufurping his prerogative 
royal, which I durft not but teftify againft ; and I.blefs 
lus holy name, that ever he called me to bear witnefs a- 
gainft the fins of the times, and the defeftiohs of upfit- 
ten minifters and profeffors. iflf I adhere to the holy 
and fweet fcriptures of God, which have been my rule 
in all I have done, in which iny foul has been refrcfhed. 
2/Z^, I adhere to the Confeffion of Failh, becaufe agree- 
able to the Scriptuics, ^dly^ I adhere to the larger and 
„ Ihortcr 
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ihorter CatechiTms. '^thly^ I adhere to the Covenants, 
national and folemn league, and the work of rfeformai 
ti6n. 5/^i^, I adhere to all the faithful tellimonies, which 
have been left by oor fefthful minifters of Jefus Chrift, 
cither oh fcaffolds, or fields'. 6thlyf I adhere to the s 
papers found at the Queensferry on Henry Hall, ^th/y, 
I adhere to the declaration at Sanquhar, and the telli- 
mony at Rutherglen, and the papers found on worthy 
Mr Richard Cameron; 8/%, I adheYe to the excom- 
munication at the Torwood. ^thly^ I adhere to the ex- 
communication of t2ie biftiops, and their underlings : and 
I die in the faith of it, that tlie Lord hath rati&ed that 
. in heaven, which his faithful fervant« have dene on earth, 
as to the cafling out thefe traitors to God out of the* 
church. And now, I defire to blefs the Lord for my 
lot : My lot is fallen to me in pleafant places, anjd I have 
a goodly heritage. L 

I leave my blood upon the traitor that fits ppon the 
throne ; then on James Duke of York, w^o was fittmg 
in the council vrhen I was examined the firll day. 'And 
I leave my blood on the bloody cr^w that call themfelves 
rulers. And I lekve -it on James Henderfon in the 
^North-ferry, who was the Judas that fold Archibald 
Stewart and Mr Skeen,. and me, to the bloody fokliers 
for fo much money. I leave my blood on Serjeant War- 
rock, who took me, and brought me to prifon. I leav« 
my blood on the criminal lords, as they call themfelves, 
and efpecially that excommunicate tyrajnt George Mac* 
kenzie, the advocate, and the fifteen affiv.ers ; and v on. 
Andrew Ciinningham that gave me my doom j and on 
that^ excommunicate traitor ) Thomas Dalziel who was 
porter that day that I was lirft before them, and threat- 
ned me with the boots. . 

I defiretQ blefs and /magnify the Lord, for my'lot, 
and may fay. He hath brought ine to the wildemefs to 
allure me there, and fpeak comfortably to my foul. It 
was but little of him I knew when I came to prifon ; but 
now he has faid to me, Becaufe he lives, I ihall live al- 
fo. And he has told me, I am he that blotted out thine 
iniquity, for my 6wn name's fake. Kind has he been. 
to me, fmce he brought me out to witnefs for him. I 
have never fought any thing from him,' that was for his 
lory, fince I came to prifon, but he granted me my 
efirei. . For the moft part, I have found him in every 
I i thing, , 
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thing, that hath come in my way, ordering it himfelf, . 
ibr his own glory. And now 1 blefs him, that thoughts 
cf dearti are not terrible to me. He hath made me as 
willing to lay down pny life for him, as ever I was -will- 
ing to live in the world. And now; ye that are his 
witnefTes, be not afrjfid to venture on the crof^of Chrift, 
For his yoke is-eafy, and his burden light. For many 
times, 1 have been made to think Grange, what makes 
folk cad at the crofs of Chrift, that hath been fo light to 
Tdty that I found no burden of it at all, he bore me and 
it both; Now, let. not the frowns of men, and their flat- 
teries put you from your duty. Keep up your Societies, 
and the aiTcmbling of yourfelves together.; for there l« 
much profit to be found in it. Many rimes hath it been 
found comfortable to me, to hear of the few in Scotland, 
in which Chrifl was delighting ; and that there was iraich 
love to God's glory,, and zeal for his honour amongd 
them, ^ow, be humbled, and lie in the duft, and never 
give over crying in behalf of the church, which is fo final!, 
that it can fcarcely be drfcemed, and never give over till 
he appear ; for I think he is near at hand. O waitch, 
and double your diligence^ and J^old faft till he come, 
?ind let. none take your crown^ for he is good to the foul 

. that feeks him. It is my grief, that 1 have not been, 
more faithful for my mafter Chrift. , All his dealings 
with me have been in love and in mercy. His correc- 
tions-have been all in love and irt^ grace. O free love ! 
I may fay, I am a brand plucked out of the fire : I am 

' a limb of tlie devil plucked ,out from his fire-fide. O ! 
I am made to wonder and admire at his condefcending 
love ? Now^ I leave my teftimony againft Jean Forr eft, 
for faying, that i am going to the grave with a lie in 
my right hand, and charging my blood on my own 
head. O my fricuds, come cut fiom arnorg tiiem, and 
touch not the miclean thing. It will never be well, till 
there be a feparation from fm. I blefs the. Lord that 
ever I heard Mr Cnrgil, that faithful fervant t>f Jefus 
Chrift ; I blefs the Lord that ever I heard Mr Richard 

"Cameron; niy foul has been refreftied with the hearing 
of him, particularly at a communion in Carrik, onthefe 
words in Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. — The Lord willfpeat peace un- 
to his people, and to his faints ; but let diem not' turn 
again to folly. ^ - - 

Kow, 
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Now, farewell lovely and fweet fcripturcs, which were 
Ay my comfort in the midft of all my difficulties j Fare- 
well faith, farewell iiope, farewell wanderers, who have 
been comfortable to my foul, in the hearing of tliem 
commend Chrid's love. Farewell i)R:tliren, farewell 
fifters, farewell Chrlftiari. acquaintances, farewell fun, 
moon, and ftars. And now welcome mj lovely and 
heartfome Chrift Jefus,. into whofe hands I "commit my 
fpirit* throughout all eternity... I may fay, few and evil 
have the days of the years of my pilgrimage been^ I be- 
ing about twenty years of age. 

From^the tolbooth of Edinburgh, the woman-houfe 
on die call- fide of the prifon, January t ith 1681. 

MARION HiVRVIE. 

THIS Mar|yr, though both young In years, and of 
the wea^ker fex, was fo fingularly aflifted of the 
Lord in^his caufe, and had fuch difcoveriesof hisfpecial 
love, t^ her foul, that fhe was nothing terrified by her 
adverlarles : . When flie was brought from the tolbooth 
to the council houfe, to he carried to her execution ; as 
file came out of the tolbooth door, feveral friends at- 
tending her, fhe was obfervcd to fay with a furpi^fmg 
cheerfulnefs and air of heavenly ravilhment^ behold, I 
hear my beloved faying unto me, A rife my love, my 
fair one, and come away. And being brought to the 
council, bifhop Paterfon being refolved, feeing he could 
not deftroy her foul, yet to grieve and vex it, faid. Ma- 
rion* you faid, you would never bean a curate, now yoi* 
fhall bcforced to hear one, upon which he ordered dna 
of his fuffragans, whonj he had prepared for tl>e pur- 
pofe, to pray ; fo foon as he began, Ihe faid to her fei- 
low-prifoncr Ifabel Alifon, come Ifabel, let us fmg.^he 
xxiii. Pfalm, which accordingly they did ; Marion re- 
peating the pfalm line by line without book, which, 
drowned the voice; of the curate, and extremely con- 
founded the perfecutors^ Being' come tothe (caiFold,' 
after finging the Ixxxiv. Pfalm, and reading th« ur. of , 
Malachi, fli6 faid, I am come here^ to-day for avowing 
• Chrift to be head of his churchy and king in Zion. lO 
leek him, Sic&, feek him, and ye fhall find him \ I fought 
hin\ and found him, I held him, and would not let hiim 
go. Then fhe briefly narrated the manner how fhe was 
t«duD| and recapitulated in fhott tlxc heads of her writ- 
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»len tcftimony, faying to this cffc^; " I going out of E- 
dinburgh to hear the perfecntcd gofjvjl in ih« fields, was 
taken by the vay vith foldiers, and brought into the 
guard, afterwards I was brought to the council, and 
they qucftioned me, if I knew Mr Donald Cargil ? Or 
if I heard liim preach ? I anfvercd, I bkfs the Lord I 
heard him, and my foul was refrefhed withlicaring him, 
for he is a faithful niiniftcrof Jefus Chrift. They aflced 
if I adhered to the papers gotten at the Ferry ? I faid, 
I did ov^n them, and all the reft of Chrift's truths. If 
I would have denied any of th<?m, my life was in my 
offer ; but I dnrft not do it, no, not for my foul. Ere 
1 wanted ati hour of his prcfence, I had rather die ten 
deaths. 1 duift not fpcak againft him, left I ftiould have 
fmned againft God. I adhere to the Bible and Confef- 
fion of Faith, catechifrrs and covenants, t\hlch*are ac- 
cording to this Bible. -The moft of her difcnurfe was of 
God*s love to her, and the coii^mendation of fieie grace ; 
and Ibe dechircd, flie had much of-^the Lord's prefen-ce 
:\vlth her in prifon, and faid. " I bkfs the Lord the fn'are 
is broken, and wc are efcaped;" an4 when Die came to 
the ladder foot, fhe prayed. And going up the ladder, 
Ibc faid, ** O my fair one, my lovely one, come away f* 
and fitting down upon the ladder, fhe faid, " I am not 
come liere for murder, for they have no loatter of fa^ 
to charge me with, but only my judgment. I am a- 
bout twenty years of age'; at fourteen or fifteen I was a 
hearer of the curates and indulged, and while I was a 
bearer of thefc, 1 was a blafphemer and Sabbath break- 
er, and a chapter of the Bible was a burden to me ; but 
fifece I heard this perfecujed gofpel, I durft not blaf- 
phemc, nor break the Sai?bath, and the Bible became 
my- delight." With this the miajor called to the hang- 
man to caft her over, and the murderer prefcntly cboak* 
ed her. 

The joint teftimony of Wttriam Ganger^ Chtijlbphtr Miffer^ 
and Robert San^Jler, who lived in the (hire of Stirling, 
and fuffered at the Grafs-market of EdinbAgh, March 
nth l6Si. Direa:ed to the (hire of Stining. 

THE Lord in his holy providence- having fingledus 
out of that fhire to feal his controverted truths 
with our blood ; wc could not tut leaye a line -behind 

' ' ^ ^^ 
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\is, (-we being Stirling-fliir^ men), to let you know 
-wii^refore we are eonie here this 3 ay, to this place of 
execution ; that it is for adhering to tliat which minif- 
ters and profcfTors are difowning j^ and the Lord feeing 
it fit'to honour us beyond others, now in this day of de- 
feftion and bacjc-dfawing fronn the- truth. We tell you, 
^hat it is truth we are to- Aiffcr for ; although y« con- 
demn us in it, and iay that we have* a hand in our o^ti 
death % yet we durft not, for our fouls, do otherways, or 
elfe we would h^v^ been fure of the broad curfe of God 
on iis> and our life both. You may think that it is a no- 
relty of our head that we are brought hither fc^r ; but if 
any-oT you had that love to the Lord, that you feemed 
to have once a day, you would count it ydur duty, as 
well as ours, to contend for tlie fweet truths of God, 
when you fee him fo wronged, and his rights To ufurped 
and taken fr^m liim, who was both fweet and kind to 
poor things at hill-fides, an?l efpecialfy ' among you of 
that (hire. O firs ! you may take fhame to you, for all 
that you have done againft the honour of God, that have 
fe€n his goings fo ftately among the meetings of his 
people ; that will not contend for lovely jChrift. O ! 
do ye not think that a fad day will come on you, for 
joining witli God's enemies, who have broken covenant 
with him, and flied the blood of the faints^ and tramp- 
led on the honour of God, and ye will not fear to join 
wfth them for all the blood they have fhed, you will 
ftill go on with the^i ; and though you profefs that you 
'l^ve love to the Son of God, and that your zeal for the. 
Lord God of Hofts is not abated; yet you will go on, 
with them ; and bond and comply in paying of cefs and 
militia money to maintain a party againft God and his 
work, which once a day you were fotward to maintain, 
and. would have ventured your life in the maintaining of 
it agafaft all the Lord's enemies. You may juftly take 
fhame to yourfelvesj for your preferring the things of 
time to the fweet crofs of lovely Chrift, O Sirs ! what 
think you will your doom be, that have done fo much 
againft the honour of a holy God ? Indeed you may look 
out for wvath, and^that of the faddeft fort. 

Now, as dying men, we tell you, that there are fad 
days abiding^you, for'^what you have done againft the 
honour' and gfery of X}od, if ye get not fpcedy repen- 
tance. - Therefore a:s you would anfwer in the great day, 

make 
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make confcience of what ye do. Remember that you 
will count and. reckon for all that you have done, and 
will be reckoned as guilty of tTie blood of the faints, 
as the worft enemies amongft them all. Therefore as 
dying men we charge you to take with guilt, or elfe it 
will be worfe for you. O Sirs ! fear the X.ord'^ wrath, 
and fall to and mourn for what you havfe done. Ocxj^ 
mightily for repentance, or elfe you will get Judas's re- 
ward. For you are the perfons that have betrayed the 
Son of God, and expelled him out of y^ur coafts. You 
were thinking that Jie was iike to prove a coftly Chrill, 
and therefore you of that ftiire would give confent to 
banilh.hinfl away from among you. You would not 
hear tell of a field preaching for fear of hazard. _ O 
Sits I take it to confideration, and lay it to heart what 
a hand you have in .banifhing Ghrift an3 the gofpel 
out of Scotland, and we are fure, it- was not youc 
parts to have doi-i {6. No, no, it was not yoUr part to 
have given Chrift fuch an aflPront ; tjie fweet days that, 
you have had long fmce might have ma.de you give, 
royal Jefus better quarters, though you (hould go to the • 
gibbet for it, and lofe your gear. For yqur doing as 
you have done is a denying of him^ before men. Take 
it as ye will, we muft tell you, as in the fight of a li-- 
ving God, before whom we are now to appeai*,- and get* 
our fentence for all that we have dorie ; you are the on-* 
ly (hire that ha$ denied .lovely Chrift quarters, for lie 
fent an offer to you to the Torwood, ai;id ye would not 
.hear it. Well, it is likely that there are many of you 
that will riever get another ; there are fome of you that 
would not go to hear, but forbade others to go, and 
thought it was duty not to go j and fome of you were, 
at that preaching and made a bad ufe of it. O remem- 
qer. Sirs, you have reje<5ted Chrift. W6 tell you it, as 
dying men, you will cpunt* for it ere it be long, for our 
Lord di4 not/end the gofpel to the Torwood for nought, 
but it' will accomplifh that for which it was fent. O. 
Sirs, be afraid and tremble, for judgment is at the door, . 
and indeed your fentence -will be fore to abide, it will be, 
more tolerable for open enemies in the day of judgment 
than for you- We* are afraid,. when we think, what 
judgments will be on you fhortly, for confidering What 
pains has been taken on ypu of- that lliire,. and^h<iw ten- 
der the Lord has beexi of you, in training you up for. 

fuffef ing^ 
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fuflFering, and has given you trials, and you have en- 
dured tnem, and he has taken them off again, and giv* 
en you forex: trials, and he has delivered you out of 
thefe, 

O what of his' Wn'dnefs have you met with at fuch 
places I You dare not fay, That he hath been a barren 
vildemefs, or a land of drought to you. Tcftify againd 
him if he was not kind to you, fo long as ye abode by 
him he abode by you, and he was tender of you fo long 
as ye kept faithful to him ; but after ye turned into the 
enemies bamp, then he turned to be your enemy, and 
fought againft you, and in'allyou do God will be'feen to 
he againit yoti. You may thrive in the world, but it will 
-be a dear thriving to you, you will get the wrath of God 
with it. But ye have done with thriving in the worfhip 
of God. Indeed there are many of. you that hold your 
life no moreof God. Remember we tell you of it, who 
are within a few hours df eternity. Now it is like you 
will not notice what th6 like of us fay, but will alledgfc 
that we are 'dying as ft»oh, and have no Preft)ytcrian 
principles, bufnotions : but we fay the contrary ; We 
lay, we are not fools as to that, however the worfd 
may think and look on us as fuch : We fay, we have 
Pi3e|byterian principles, and are Preft>ylerians in our 
judgments, and will make it appear that we die as clirif- 
tians, iand as thofe that own the truths of God, and are 
ftanding to what minders once taught us; although this 
day, tliey are turned to the contrary, and condemning 
us, and faying, that we have nothing but notions of our 
own heads,' tliat makes us do fuch things, but they will 
not find it fo in the day of accounts. 

And firft you may fay, That it is not a prefbyterian 
principle to caft off magiftrates. We grant wjth you ; 
but where are the magiftrates ? Indeed they were once 
placed fuch ; but they caft ont themselves when they. 
brake the co^'cnant, and fct'up a curfed fuprtmacy, in- 
'fulting over tlie Lord's inheritance,; and when they have 
done that,' wc think they are no more to be owned as 
magiflrafes by prefbyterians : but io be caft cf and wit- 
nefled againft: ; and when it comes to that part of the 
play, do ye not think that it was our part to contend 
for tuith ? O Sirs ! do ye not belief Jefus Chrift to be " 
the eicr^«l Son of God, and that all things were made, 
for him and by him, . whether tljey be thrones or domi- 
nions, 
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nions, or principalities or powers ? Wliat is not his ?-and 
that by free gift and donation, by an eternal jdecree inti- 
mate to us in the ii. Pfalm, where, in a more particular 
manner, he is declared to be king in Zion, and all the 
Heathen promifed to the ealargement of his kingdom. 

Do ye thinki we would without perjury and treachery 
to God, own Charles Stuart's authority anylonger* when 
he held not his authority of God ? but it being manifeft» 
thatjn Middleton's parliament, he difclajmed that title 
to authority, we think, we were bonnd to witnefs our 
loyalty to another, and that we were freely abfolved from 
obedience and fidelity to him then, and could not own 
his authority without grofs perjury, he declaring, he 

,^ ;would,have no homage upon account of the covenant : 
Would ye not count hii|i a diflraded man that would 
cleave to him upon that account whether he would or 
not ? Yea, and \^hocver does it, we know they will fin'd 
themfelves fools. Do you believe, that in the day that 
that Covenant was taken, any within the nation was not 
bound to perforin and profccut^it, and that God, will 
punifh the deftroyers of that covenant ? Do ye think that 

^ adb explanatory of the fupremacy is not a plain renuncia- 
tion of the word of God, the law of nature, the covenant, 
and human fociety, and fetting up devilifm and confufion*, 

' without a fuK, free and direft teftimony to the contrary ? 
• We are fure that every public breach of covenant requires 
Riiblic repentance. We think, there can none be abfolv- ' 
cd without this : For in'ex'prefs terms our Lord fays, 
Whofoever denies me before men, him will I deny be- 
fore my Father which is in heaven. Now there fhould 
not only be a tejiimony given, but a w^alking according 
to it afterwards. O Sirs, would ye have none to witnefs 
againft the abominations of this day ? indeed you are 
all miftaken, for our Lord will not want witnefles to 
witnefs for him, however few and fecklefs ihey be ; yet 
He will makei the things that are not, confound the things 
that are. O Sirs I think ye not a Hn to join with ihcm 
that have reje<5ted the living God, and will not have him 
to reign over them ? Do ye not think it duty tp proteft 
againft them that are trampling our Lord's glory under 
foot?,0 Sirs, do not you think yourfelves guilty of breach 
of.covenant, that have connived at thefe men, that have 
iheir hands reeking in the blood of the faints, when you 
are ftrengthening their hands in the doing t)f'it? We 

-tliink 
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think you guiltier nor thcfc wretches ; becaufe ye join 
vrith them in fin, whereas you fli'ould have protcftcd a< 
gainft them in the committing of fuch fa^s. We wot 
well, if ye read the Bible, ye ,will count yourfclvcs as 
guilty as they are, and the guiltieft of the two ; ft r it 
was- your part to have contended for the truth, and Rood 
in defence thereof, unto the lofing of lives and liberties-, 
alid all that you fiad. The Lord has caft them off, and 
yet you will do what in yon lies to hold them up, who 
fhcd the blood of thofe, who were once in a day your - 
dear; brethren. It may be, you will fay, that Samuel 
knew that Saul was rejedled of God, and yet he did not 
caft him off ? We anfwer, he did what lay in his poy^er 
to get him caft off 5 ,for he went and anointed David in 
his ftead, and durfl not do it publicly^ but fecretly for 
fear of Saul, neither did Samuel converfe much with 
Saul after that. Next you fay, that David's heart fmote 
him, for taking, and cutting off the lap of*- Saul's gar- 
ment, and fai(^ that he would riot ftir the Lord's anoi^- 
ed* Now we fay, he had two reafons that we have not. 
\fti He ha4 that reafon, that he was the Lord's anointed. 
^Jfyf It was liis own particular quarrel ^ becaufe he was 
to reign in his ftead. So we fay, that Charles Stuart is 
not the. Lord's anointed, neither is it oiir particular quar- 
rel, but in defence of the gofpel ; and in fo far as he is 
an enemy CO God and the way of falvation, which is 
fnfficient ground to caft out any perfon out of the church, 
andwitnefs againft him in defence of the gofpel, unto 
the lofmg of life, liberty and all other things. And be- 
lieve us as ye will, we do not think them Chriftians, that 
will not contend for lovely Chrift and his fweet truths, 
in witnefling againft this bloody excommunicate traitor, 
and not owning them as rulers, feeing they have difown- 
ed the Juft and Holy One, and are trampline on his 
fweet truths, and would never have them to rile again ; 
but would have the ftone fealed, that there might be no 
more mention made of the honour of God. And you 
have a deep hand in this, becaufe ye are not fsuthful and 
free in witnefling for his defpifed glory : and if ye will 
not do it. Delivery to the church fhall come froik a- 
nother airth, and you fhall be deftroyed ; for he will b^ 
up agsun in fpite of all your hearts, and he will make 
your fears and theirs both come on you ; for he will 
make inquiHtion for all bis trudis ; apid when he comes, 

indeed 
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indeed vre would not abide the reproof, that you thepro- 
fcffors of Stirling (hire will get, for all the gold in Eu- 
rope ; there will be no excufe heard ^hen ; for he hath told 
mexprefs terms, that whofoever will notforfake all, and 
follow him, cannot be "Kis difdple.- Wife and children, 
boufes and lands, mufi all go for him ; and f ou mnft take 
\^ hiscrofs daily, and wander through at.his back, it may- 
be, hard befted, with a borrowed bed., and a borrowed 
fire fide, and live upon providence : We wot well, there 
are fome of you that can fay to your fweet experience^ 
that you never lived betrer than oxT God's providence, 
although now ye have reje<ftcd and betaken ybufrfelves to 
the world. Have you done fo : Well you may be doing ; 
but ere long ye will rue it* Remember we told you it 
when we were going into eternity, that you would meet 
■with much wo and forrow, for what you have done a- 
gainft: the honour of God, if you repent not* 

2dly^ You fay, it is not a prefbyterian principle to own 
that party that is jeoparding their lives for the honour 
of God, and witneiling for his defpifed truths, that x\ns 
day is fo abufed and nick-named by you and others ; but 
we fay, it is, and maintain it to be a prefbyterian prin- 
ciple^^ to own that defpifed party, for they- are. the par- 
ty that are only defigning the glory and honour of God, 
and have no oUier view before them but his fweet truths, 
which are dear to them ; and. they will quit with life 
and liberty, before they quit with an* hoof of- truth-; 
vrfiich has been made out by their v^iant fufferings. O 
but truth has been fweet and dear to them I They have 
' not counted their lives dear unto them on the account 
of it. They have cheerfully gone to the fcaflFold for 
truth; and have been honourably carried through, and 
the Lord's, prefence feen in their through-bearing ; as 
we hope, ftall be made out on us, ere it be long i alfo 
they ftudy to fpend their time and ftrength for God. 
When all other means have failed them, they ftudy to 
keep up that mean of reading, fmging, and praying, as . 
the Lord will affift and help Uiem, aldiough the indulg* 
ed and their conforts,have a great envy at them, and do 
what they can to get them -off the earth ; for they arc 
the main adors in taking, of that poor party ; and all is, 
becaufe their pra&ices condemn theirs, although they 
take the fcripturcs for their rulc^ and ftudy to walk fo, 

as 
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as they may get God's approbation in tlie day of ac- 
counts. 

'.^dly^ Yqp fay, it is not a prefljyterian principle to 
own thcfe papers that; ' our worthies have fet out, or the 
work that they have done, which many of them have 
fealtd with their blood ; but \ye fay, that it is a prcfby- 
terian principle, becaufe all that they did was agreea- 
ble to the word of God, and our covenants. For, con- 
sider thefe papers when you pleafe, you will findjHem 
confonant to the fcriptures, and juft and lawful for pref- 
byterians to own ; and, 'fay the contrary who will, we do 
not think tliem prefbyterians, nor yet covenanters, that 
will not own them ; for there is nothing in them but 
what we will with all 'our hearts feal with our blood a:s 
prefbyt€rians, and as having thefe principles. 

4/A^, You fay, it is not a prefbyterian principfle to 
confefs all thefe things y but we fay, it is a pre{{)ytcrian 
principle to confefs and avouch him and his truths, be- 
fore this adulterous generation ; now, when the quarrel 
is thus £ated| we ihould not put them to prove what is 
jxuth, Stephen made a free confeflion of his faith, and" 
fo have all bur worthies. And now 'feeing we 6wn thefe 
things, and they being the controverted truths of the 
day, and the Lord calling us to own and maintain tfiem, 
wc n^ver thought it our part to fmother and hide them, 
but with courage to avouch them, to the lofmg of our 
li yes in the quarrel. We feeing our deareft Lord's truths 
trampled on, and a pack of you that fcemcd to be ^ir^ 
before the wind for owning the trritii,- -and witnefling 
for him, never fo much as putting to your hand to help, 
but turning your back on truth, and the wa}rof IGod. 
Indeed we fear that ye ihall never be honoured to wit- , 
Ticfs for God any more ; it is like you care not for that 
honour ; but we tell you, that you will rue it when you 
will not get ,it mended ; and remember we tell you it 
here, as dying witneffes for truth, y-ou w^JJ meet with as 
fad a judgment as ever a ihire met with ; if you repent , 
not, your judgment will be unparallelable for your de- 
nying him before men. 

We are come here this day to witnefs freely and faith- 
fully againft you, and all others, for their complying , 
with the enemies againft the work of God. AikI wc 
fay, as in the fight of a living God, you will count for 
it ere it be long. O ! but wc think it a fweet thing to 
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be hononred .this day to contend for truth; and to be 
* overcomers by the blood of the lanrrb, and by the word 
of our teflimony/ Indeed we are called to it, to con- 
tend for the faith once delivered to the faints. And we 
think, if we had not been free and faithful before^ thefe 
bloody wretches, We would have held our life no more 
of God, if we did not fpeak for his truths before them, 
when he bade us fpeak ; for he fought a proof of jour 
love to him, and his nick-named defpifed way, and to 
poor Zion, whom no man is feeking after. And think 
you that we durft hold our tongue and not fpeak when 
he bade us ? Indeed our life was not dear to us when 
his truth came in que ft ion. We might have gone away 
with our life, and the broad curfe of God upon it to go" 
with us ; if we had denied him at this time, wc would 
have held our lives no jnore of him, of whom we held 
it all our days, and now we might cheerfully lay it down 
at his command and bidding. For this we knew that 
devils or men could not ftir a hair of our head without 
our Lord's determination, and therefore we are the lefs 
afraid of what they could do. 

And now, as dying men, we "charge you not to fpeak 
of that po~or party that this -day is fo reproached and 
. fpoken againft by a party of them that are c<rlled minif- 
ters and profcJTors. O take fhame to you altogether ; 
and as you will be anfwerable, in the day of accounts, 
we tell you,, not to have a wrong thought of them^ for 
all the reproaches that can be faid a'gainft them ; for 
they ar6 a godiy people, and have 'much of his mind. 
And if you go on with enemies, and others that have 
turned their backs in the way of God, go your ways ; 
but • it were better that a m.illftone were . hanged about 
your neck, and ye caft into the midft of the fea,' than 
that ye ftiould fpeak at fuch a rate as je do. For let 
you and others reproach as ye will, they defign nothing 
but the honour of God, and have the fcriptures to be 
their rule, and walk as becomes the gofpel, and they 
ftudy a holy carriage ; although there be many among 
them that have an unfuitable carriage, by reafon of 
.whom the way of God is evil fpoken of; yet the way of 
God is not a hair the worfe to be liked. It may be there 
as a Judas among the twelve ; and what of that ? Wc 
fay, the reft are not to be.caft at for all that, feeing they 
lllep the truth. We knownhcre arc many of you that 
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fay, that we dcr not keep by the fcriptures, but we de- 
clare the contrary-; for with all our heart we fet to our 
feal and teftimony to the holy fcriptures, which have 
been fweet to us ; and our teilimony to the national and 
folemn league and^ovenant, and to the confeflion dt 
faith, as agreeable to the word of God, and to the cate< 
chifms larger and Ihorter, and to all that our worthies 
have done in the defence of the gofpel ; we join our 
hearty teftimony to all their appearances in the fields,. 
both firfl and lad. 

Indeed, Sirs, we think, that religion has not coft yo« 
much heart work. We think you have not been at 
jnuch pains in feeking of God, for as fair>a fhew as you 
feem to have. Indeed, when the gofpel was in its puri- 
ty, and many feeking to preachings, the Lord feemed 
to be kind to you, and you feemed to" have much love 
to him, and his defpifed way^ and you. feemed as if you 
would have ventured your life in the defence of the go^- . 
"pel ; but, when we would have looked through you at - 
preachings, and going to them, and in coming from ' 
them, -it would have made fome of us a fore heart to fee 
your unconcemednefs and unfuitable carriage, even a- 
mong'you that feemed to be the heads of them. And 
when we wpuld have been in fome of your companies, 
either coming or going, your talk did always fraell of 
the world, and fo is come of it. O ! repent, and come 
out from among your lufls and idols, that you are fo 
wedded ta, and lake hold of a Mediator, and feek the 
'Lord with all your heart. O ! you town of Stirling, 
and the (hire, repent, for fentencc is pad agaitift you 
for what you have done, although it be not put in exe- 
cution yet ; but it will be putnn execution ere long, if 
you repent pot. Though the Lord is feeing it fit to take 
us away from the evils which are coming on this land,* 
for breach of covenant, and a flighted gofpel, we tell 
you, it njay be you will find it when we are gbne, it is 
better to endure all tormehts that devils and men can 
infTift on you here, than to endure one drop of the wrath 
of ^an angry God, that will be poured out without mix- 
ture on all ranksf'that have not the work of the day up- 
on their fpirits, be who they will, minifters or profefTors, 
indulged, or not indulged 5 for, if they be taken r^ and 
concerned with the cafe of -the chjirch of God -this day, 
as it is dated, he will come and reckon with them alU 
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and. count tbcm all ' turners afide, * and will lead them 
forth with the workers of. iniquity, when peace fhall be 
on. Ifrael.* Therefore, we would defirc you to have a 
, care, and look well about you what ye are doing, and 
beware of fpeaking againft tliat party. 

But we break off, having ijo more time, and requeft 
you to take thcfe things to your confideration, and lay- 
fin to heart, and mourn bitterly before the X^ord for 
what you have done. We here obteft you to come off 
ihcfe ways of yours, and make confcience-of duty, as in 
the fight of a holy God, before whom ye mull fhortly 
appear. Slight not tiine, for it i& precious, wradi is a.t. 
the door : O ! make hafte, and lay thefe things to heart, 
and ftudy to have a more tender afpe^t to the love of 
.God. -We dcfire to leavi it on you now, when we are 
going into eternity, that you would mind your engage^ 
, roents and vows to Gq4. And {q we bid you farewel, 
and bid yon mind the poor groaning kirk that we are to- 
lelve behind us, whichiwas dear to u^. Now, we bid 
farewel tapoor defolate Zion, and'pray the Lord may 
mind her cafe. . Farewel all things in time, and wel* 
come Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. 

Subfcribed at the Iron-houfe, al WiUiam Goug6r. 
little before we went out to the > Chriftopfier Miller. . 
(caffold. March II* 1681* j Robert Sangfter. 

The dying teftimony of Laurence Hay^ weaver, who liv- 
ed in Fifei and fuiFcred at Edinburgh, July 15. 1681. 

^Jen and brethren, 

HAVING by ferious conftderation joined in giving 
a ^teftimony againft the enemies of God, and all 
that have joined with thenf in any thing which tended - 
/ to the overthrow of the woik -of reformation ; for which 
I am come, in your fight, to lay down this life of mine, 
which I engaged to do in that teftimony, through his 
ftren» th, if he called me to it ; becaufe it was according 
to the word of God, and the covenanted reformation ; 
and feeing I engaged in the ftrcngth of the Lord to feal 
it with my blood, and now he in his holy and wife pro- 
viderjie has put me to feal it ; although I be the feck- 
Itfitft and TinwortliieU of all that fociety, I here in your 
j.refcnce, with all my heart, fct to my feal to it with my 
*, . * blood, 

* ^ , Digitized by ij 00^ II 



of Laurence Hay, ilj 

Wood, as was promifed at the end of the paper. And 
if all the hairs of my head were men, having lives, I 
vrould think thfem all little enough to feal the caufe of 
my deareft and fwee'teft Lord Jefus, who has been fwcet 
and kind to me, in cartying me through every ftep of 
the work which he put in my hand. O love him. Sirs ! 
O but he is worth the loving ! O but he has been kind- 
to me finc€ I was apprehended ! For he told me then 
that Satan would call fome in prifon, that they might be 
tried ; and he bade rjtie be faithful to the death, and he 
promifed me a crown of life ; and he hath helped me 
fince to fulBl the conditions, and hath alfo given me a. 
right to- the prpmifes. And this was all my -defire,that 
the trial of liiy faith might be found precious, to the ► 
praife of his- fweet name : that his caufe might not. be 
wronged, nor his ark get a wrong touch by me. And. 
herein he hath heard my defire, according to that fcrip- 
t«re, he will hear the defires of the hutnble, and the ex-- 
pefiations of the poor fhall not be loft... For he keeps • 
covenant with thoufands of them that love him, and k€ej>' 
his commandments: Arid his commandments are.. not 
grievous, but his yoke is eafy, and hl» burden is 4ight». 
And he has faid, •* He that forfaketh wife,. or children,. 
honfes or lands, for my name's fake^ and the gofpel's^ 
(hall . receive in this life an hundred fold, and in the 
world to come life everlafting. And he that loveUix 
father or motlier more than me, is not worthy of mc.- - * 

Therefote, dear f/iends, give not over to contend for < 
his born down truths, tlrat this d^y are ip debate betwixt' 
him and his enemies in covenanted Scotland, according • 
to that fcripture, contend earneftly for the faith once de- 
livered to the faints. O contend,- contend and give not.* 
over ; for he will arife for the oppreffion of the poor,, 
and for the fighings of the needy ; for he will have an 
opportunity to be about with all his enemies, and he is 
weary with forbearing. Therefore trud in the Lord,.- 
** Truft in him at all times ; for they that truft in him^ 
fhall not be^aihamed; for they fliall ftand ' in the gate' 
unaftiamed to fpeak unto their foes. O Sirs ! gire him 
much credit ; for he hath difappointed.me of my fears,. 
in that wherein I feared appearing before men, and.' 
helped me to (land before them ; fo that I had no ter- 
ror, or amazement, more than they had been the mean- 
oft of. creatures ; Although 1 cannot fay that I. have: 

ICj fouglxi 

Digitized by i^OOgle 



ri4 The laf! Zpcech and Tefiimony 

foughrthe good fight, as that eminent apoftle fald ; yet 
I can fay (praifed be God) ** He hath given me the Vic- 
tory through Jefus Chrift my Lord, -over principalities ; 
and hath confirmed ipe^ that neiriiei^death, nor life, nor 
any creature, fliall feparate me from the love of my iweet 
Lord Jefus Chrift ;" who is love worthy,, praife worthy, 
Nvorthy to be feared and honoured ;^ who in his abfolute 
fovcreignty, fet apart poor me to give a teftimony for 
his glorious and honourable work of reformation, who 
am lefs than tlie lead of s^U faints ; but he is an abfolute 
Lord, and fhcws mercy to whom he will fhew mercy, 
and whom he will, he hardeneth : And he keeps the 
fouls of the faithful, and plentifully rewards the proud 
doer. 

Therefore, being called to fufFer this day, in this place, 
for the following of my duty, ^nd for that in particular, , 
in giving a teftimony againft the dreadful defcdions of 
thefe times, by the means of thefe backiliding minifters, 
who have left our fweet Lord Jefus, with his back at the 
wall, and his poor fiock fcattered upon the mountains, 
as Iheep having no (hepherd. But, dear friends, com- 
fort yourfclves in this, that in his own time he will- 
fearch hi^ (beep, and find them out ; ,ahhough, alas ! I 
fear left they Ihould be forer fcattered than yet they arc : 
But wait on him ; for he that fhall come, will come, and 
will not tarry. And his reward is with him, and his 
>^ork is before him. And the Lord whom ye feek fhall 
fuddcnly come to his temple, even the meflenger of the 
covenant. But, O dear friends, labour to be ftedfaft 
and unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord. An4 give all diligence to make your calling and 
de^ion fure ; and if you do thefe things, you fhall ne- 
ver fall. And eommit the keeping of your fouls to him. 
in well doing, as unto "a fsftthful Creator :* for he is able 
to keep that which is committed to him againft that 
day, and prefcnt it fpotlcfs before the Father. A^lthough, 
^as I I was loth to adventure, or to credit in his hand ; 
but now he hath difcovered to me, that hf is tKe bdl^ 
hand that I can venture dti ; and has gained m^ c<»afent» 
and has become the furety for me of a 'better covenant, 
well ordered in all things and fure* 

Thefefbre, confidering my engagements to him, I 
leave my teftimony to the holy fcrlptures of the Old aad 
New Teftament, and th& verfion of the P£pdm$ in ixietre»^ 
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and to the worl: of reforination, covenants national and 
folemn league, the folemn acknowledgement of fms and. 
engagement toi duties, the caul'es of God's wraih, the 
confeflion of faith, as being conform to the fcriptures, 
and the catechifms larger and fhorter; I give xAy adhe- 
rence to all the faithful teftimonies given by the wor- 
thies, to the maintenance of the work of reformation* 
from the year 1660, until this day, cither by their ap- 
pearances in the fields, or on fcaffolds^ or in the feas ; I 
adhere to the Sanquhar declaration, the Torwood ex- 
communication, and the papers found at the Ferry, and 
to that joint tefiimony given ja the (hire of Fife, by that 
fociety, whereof 1 was a member, though a w»rthlefs 
one, and I adhere to all things contained therein, be- 
caufe they are according to the fcriptures. And T give 
my teftimony to the faithful preaching in the fields, and 
to the keeping up of focieties, and chriftian fellowihips 
commanded in the word of God, not forfaking the af- 
fembling of yourfelves together, as the manner of fome 
is, and fo much the more as you fee^the day approach- 
ing ; cfpecially now when' his glory is at the ftake, which 
is/of more worth than our fouls : and when men are 
feekiiig to get his work razed, and the name of Ifrael 
blotted out, that it may b^ no morfe in remembrance. 

Liikewife I leave my teftimony againft all thefe who 
have joined with the declared enemies of the Lord Je- 
fus Chrifl, both minifters and profefTors ; and againft all 
thefe whamaixitain any principle. contrary to the word 
of God, cfpecially thefe who deny tlie authority of the 
fcriptures, and all the w^ork o£. reformation, and have 
razed the fundameotals of true chiiftianityv fotne of 
them the Lord has given up to ftrong delufianSf to jbe- 
lieve lies, and to deny Jefus Chrift tabe theSonpf God, 
and maintain new lights, in meddling' with the decrees 
of Godj which his word never approved, and againft c- 
very one of their principles.* Likewife* I leave my tef- 
timony againft all who brand us Vith an implicit faith ^ 
which one declared to myfelf in my hearing in the room 
below where I was a prUbncr ; which I queftioned, if 
he durft in confcience fay, that I lived by ^n implicit 
faith, or the example of others ? So he faid, that tliere, 
were fome in the room with me that-^had been murderers 
of others who had fuflered* And I told binl> that the 
Vi. Pialm re^b«d him 4 very iad reproof, for fpeaking 
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evil againft his neigbbmir r anWalfg I faid, we fpeak 
vhat ve do know, and teftify what we have heard. 
And I declared that I had feen no fuch thing of any 
that was in the room with me ; but you have wronged 
. (faid I). God and his caufe, by fhifting hrs crofs, and 
therefore, you will not ftand to wrong your neighbour. 

Now dear friends, being ftraitened lor want ^f tim«,^ 
I am forced to draw to a clofe j only defiring you to be 
earned in contending fe^the broken-down Work of refor- 
mation, that th's day is brought very low : but be not 
d^ifcotfraged, although his ark be toffed this day upon tlie 
waters, and the poor (hip in the'midft of the fea, and the 
poor difciples afraid left they lliould fink,and the mafter 
afleep (as it were) updn a pillow : yet go to him and cry, 
Mafter, Mafter, fave us, elfe we perifh ; for he is eafy 
to be intreated, and he likes well to havejiis poor people 
coming to him in the time of their diftrefs ; for he is a* 
prefent help in the time of need, a God rich in mercy, 
and near to all that call upon him in truth. But, O dear 
friends, beware of backdrawing, for he hath foid, If any 
man draw back, my foul fhall have no pleafure in him ; 
and he that putteth hrs hand to the plough and looketh 
back, is not fit for the kingdom of heaven ; but he that'* 
cndureth to the end, the fame fhall be faved. Be not 
afhamed of him, for if any^manljp aftiamed of him, or 
his words, of him alfo will he be afhamed before the 
Father and the holy angels. O dear iriends, the more 
that ye fee a perverfe generation crying hini down, be 
ye the more at the work of crying him up ; for* he is 
. well wordi the commendation of all that can commend 
him. G 4ear friends, in all things let him have the pre- 
eminence, and count all things lofs and dung that ye' 
may wit Chrift : and prefs towards the mark for the- 
prize of the high calling^ of God iuGhrift Jefus ; looking' 
unto Jefus who is the authox; and finifher of our faith ;• 
who for the joy that was fet before him-, endured the 
crofs, defpifing the fhame, and is fet down at the right 
hand of the throng of God. Strive to enter in at the 
ftrait gate ; for many fhall feek to enter in, and ihall not 
be able* Nov friends, beware of finning, and beware 
of fnares ; for they are at this day very thick and many ; 
but our God has promifed that he will notfuffer his poor 
people to be tempted above what they arc able, but will' 
iiritb the tez&ftatioB xnake a way tbatihey may efcape/ 

Digitized by LjOOQ Ik 



of Andrew Pittilloch. I17 

So I bid you all farewel ; defiring you to be kind to my 
wife arid children when I am gone. Farewel fweet Bible 
by his bleiSngs farewel fun, moon and ftars ; farewel 
all created comforts and enjoyments, wherewith I have 
been abundantly fupplied y farewel my^ dear wife and 
children, the Lord be better to you than ten hufbands 
when I am gone ; farewel mother, brethren and fillers ; 
farewel fweet foe ie ties, and preached gofpel, whereby 
I have been begotten by the feed of the word ; farewel 
fweet prifon and reproaches for fweet Chrift and his 
caufe. And welcome Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft i 
welcome, everlading life, and tke fpirits of jufl men made 
perfedl. Lord, into thy hand* I commit my fpirit. 
At the Iron houle, July 13. 1681. 

LAURENCE HAY. 

Tlie Teftimony of Andrew Pttttlloch land^labourer in the 
parifti of Largo in Fifei who fuffered at die Grgfs-. 
market of Edinburgh, July 13. 168 1. 

Men and brethren, 

WHEREFORE ar^ you come here this day ? will 
you tell me, if that be your intention, to be. 
edified by the words of a poor thing, witneffing for my 
lovely Lord Jefus Chrift ? And if that be. your intention 
in your coming hither, it is well : Now when I am going 
off lime, to bid farewel to you all, O that I could com- 
mend my lovely Lord Jefus and his fweet crofs to you. 
O Sirs, Vill you come tafte and fee that God is good.* 
You will never do better, nor come and fee ; f6r fmce 
the Lord honoured jne to be his prifoner, he has letten, ' 
me know. nothing but love; he has made my prifon no 
prifon. O Sirs, All his ways are ways of pleafantnefs, 
and his paths are peace. And his crofs is, fweet. and 
cafy ; alihough worthlcfs I cannot commend it to you. 
But O Sirs, fear not at tbe fweet crofs of royal and fweet 
Jefus ; but contend for Jiim and his noble caufe, for I 
c4n afTure you I had never fuch a fweet life as I 'have 
hail fmce he brought me to the like of their trials. 

O friends 1 what is the reafon that you will not take 
him, who is the chief among ten thousands, that is'alto- 
gether lively, and without compare ? There is no fpot 
i« him. O prefer him to your chief joy ! There are 
many of you who have preferred other things to him. 

. O 
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O fear and tremble for wrath will be upon you Very fud- 
denly ! O be afraid, for our Lord has faid, If ye will 
not quit all for him^ you cannoc be his difciple. And 
fo you hav< neither part nor lot in our fweet Lord/ you 
may read the x. of Matth. from the i6. vejfe to the end. 

Sirs, go not with the indulged, nor yet fide with them ; 
cleave to the Lord with all your heart, and be not put 
oflF with aoy but himfelf, O he is fweet to be^ with, O 
his way is fweet to keep, but I cannot commend him to 
you, his fweetnefs is without compare. O take^im, and' 
be rcftlefs till ye get him to your mother*s houfe, and to 
the chamber of her that bare you. Pray much for your 
mQther-church, that minifters and others have wronged ? 

1 witnefs and teftify againft them, for their unrighteouf- 
nefs, both firft and laS. 

Firfty For leaving of their kirks, without a public tef- 
timony againft enemies, at the incoming of Prelacy. 
2dij^ For their conniving at one anothers fms. ^dfyy For 
their leaving the fields when there was. fo much need of 
preaching t6 poor things ; when wrath and judgment 
>vere coming on the land, they did not fet the trumpet 
to their mouth, and give the people a faithful warning* 
They fay, we nave cad them off, but they are miftaken, 
for they have caft themfelvcs off, by changing their head \ 
and the fcriptures have caft them off, and I cannot join 
with them. -I would with all my heart have a miniftry ; 
biit I would have it according to the word of God. Men 
that, will preach in feafon, and out of feafon, whether 
people will hear, or whether they will forbear 5 that will 
be faithful in preaching againft fin of all forts, and will 
hide nothing of the mind of the Lord ; but they do play 
faft and loofe in the matters of a holy God, and will not 
witnefs agginft enemies ; I own none of thefe, but. Heave 
my tcftimony againft them for their unfaithfulnefs. They 
will preach to poor things to ftand for God and his 
truths, and not yield a hair, for the faving "of their lives ; 
and yet they yield and comply themfelvcs : and when 
they cwne before enemies, never a word of a teftimony 
before them, but pafs the fwom covenant and work of 
reformation in filence, and for fear of their lives will not 
hit them on the fore. Indeed they will wale their words 
fo as they may not give their enemies offence. You 
condemn us, becaufe we do that, that once a day you 
would have accounied it your honour to do ; and fay, 

. ' , that 
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l^at we are all diftraded, and have diftrafted notions in 
our heads. And fay you fo ? Wilt thou -tell me man, 
if thou thinkeft that a d{ftra<5led notion, to confcfs the co- 
venant and work of reformation ? But you will fay, it is 
not for that that I lay down my life, bat for the fubfcrib- 
irtff of that papen ; and I do think it well worth the feal- 
ing with my blood ; and will you tell me what could we 
do lefs ? Yott ran away and left the work, and the ene- ^ 
mies were carrying all before them ;, and we durft not but 
leave a teftimony againft them.' My heart was like to bleed, 
when I faw enemies carry the day, and robbing the Lord 
of his rights, his crown and kingdom, and not fo much 
as one to move their tongues againft them, and fay that ^ 
is ill done that they have done. I leave it to God and 
your own confcience, whether or not it be duty to con- 
tend for truth this day when it was fo neglected. I leave 
my teftimony againft you and your hearers, and the 
joiners with you, ay and until they, repent. I bid "you 
repent and come oflF, and witnefs for the Lord ; and if 
you will not do it, as fare as God is in heaven, he will 
be about with you ; efcape who will, ye will not efcape ; 
for it is like he will begin at the fanftuary. 

Take warning in time, I leave it on you now, when ^. 
I am going into eternity ; for I am perfuaded, this is 
the way to the kingdom of heaven ; for the Lord hath 
confirnaed it to my foul, and hath mader my life a fweet 
life to me. O read Ifaiah xli. for it was fweet to me 
^hen I was takes, and O that I had as many lives to 
lay down for hini as there are hairs on my head, I would 
think them all too little ! O what is my life f Nothing 
in comparifon of his glory. O wo to you, idle ftiep- 
herds, for ye deceive poor things ! If it were pdflible, 
I think, ye would deceive the very eledl ; you take God 
to be your witnefs, that ye are in his way yet, and have 
not quit one hoof; but your practice condemns you. 
You may read Malachi ii. i. 2. 3. " And now, O ye 
priefts, this commandment i« for you. If ye will not 
hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory to 
niy name, I will even fend a curfe upon you, and I will 
curfe your bkftings ; yea, I have curfed them already, 
becaufe ye do not lay it to heart. Therefore, behold, I 
will corrupt your feed, and fpread" dung upon your fa- 
ces, even the dung of your folemh feafts, and one (hall 
take you away wiSi itj Mattb. vii. 33. 26. Beware of , 

falfe 
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falfe prophets, which come to you in flieeps cloatlimg, 
but inwardly they arc ravening wolves : • Ye (hall know 
them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
Or .figs of thiftles ? And that xxxiv. ot £zek. 2. verfc, 
"Son of man, propheiy againll the Ihepherds cf Ifrael, 
and fay unto them, thus faith the Lord God unto the 
fhepherds of Ifrael that do feed themfelves, (hould n:>t 
the ihepherds feed the flocks ?" . I leave mj teftlmonya- 
gainft them that fay, we hold our principles ©f men, and 
that we die for pleafmg men ; but it is not fo, for I ne- 
ver thought: that little of my life as to lay it down for 
the pleafing of any ; for it is a mod bafe afperfion of 
fome caft on us, becaufe our pra^^Uce condemns theirs, 
ana they can get ;no otlier thing to brand us with hut 
that. And glory to the Lord, the contrary is feen both 
by our praftices, ' and our through-bearing 5 and it is 
made out, that, we hold our principles of none, .but of- 
God anH his word. ^ 

I leave my teftimony againll the four men in the Ca- 
nongaite tolbooth, or any other that join with them, for 
wronging of the holy and'fweetfcriptures. Some brand 
me with that, that I am oftheir judgment j which thing 
I exceedingly abhor and deteft, as the mire in the ftreets, 
and L count them guilty of death, for wronging of the • 
fcript^res. If we had judges in the land that were for 
God, they fhould not live, i leave my teftimony againft 
that tyrant on the throne, and a3l his underlings ; and, 
1 fay it will never be right with our land, till Hamau 
and his ten fons be hung up before the fun* I leave my 
teftimony againft them that rule as judges ; and I leave 
my blood on the aflizers, tloomfter, foldiers, and all of 
them, and all that acknowledge or aid them as magif- 
tratcs, ay^and until they r«pent. I leave my teftimony 
againft all enemies of all forts ; and againft all forts of 
compliance in lefs or more, and againft all that has been 
d»ne againft the wotk of God thefe twenty years by- 
gone ; againft the teft, ati^d compliance with, or com- 
pearing before God's enemies . in lefs or more. I leave 
my teftimony againft the minifters and profelTors in Fife, 
for the wrongs they have done to my lovely Lord and 
his fweet caufe ; and my head fhall be a -ftanding wit* 
nefs againft them, ' and preach to them from Cupar t;ol- 
booth, ay andimtil they repent. As for any thjng that 
they have done to me, I freely forgive them, and pray 

that 
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that the Lord may forgive them, I leave my teftimony 
agaix^ all them that will not hear Mr Donald Cargil, 
and own him as a faithful minifter of . the gofpel, and 
only -he is faithful this day. I leave my teftimony to the 
holy and fweet fcriptures, which many a day I have been 
refrefhed with. I blefs the Lord that ever I could read 
a line of them. Now, I adhere to the faithful preached 
gofpel, and to all that our worthies have done, which I 
need not particularly mention here. 

And you that are the people of the Lord, O be ye 
bufy and improve your time, and m^ike ufe of your hu 
bles while you have them, for it is like- there may be a 
bone-fire made of them yet, as well as of the covenant. 
And covenant wirfi him and contend for him to the atw 
moft of your power ; for I have found more of his fwcct 
love, in contending for him, than ever t got in prayer, 
or hearing the word. O his fweet work, let it not flip 
AroQgh your fingers. It is like ye will have fad days 
of it when I.am>gone. Popery is begun, and is. like to 
everfpread the whole land, and there» is none to move 
their tongue againft it, although the land be fworn iA fo- 
' lemn oath againft it. O Sirs! Lift up your voice for 
the remnant that is left. Faft and pray, cry and weep, 
let not the apple of your eycceafe, the wrath is likt to 
be great, that will overtake us. O cry, that the 'xlays 
may be (kortened, for the eledts fake, left no flelh (hould 
bt faved. O locdc out for fad days, dear friends ; it 
XBay be you will get tije faddeft ftroke that ever a poor 
land was tryfted -with : ye may read through the fcrip- 
tures, and ye will find wh^i judgmenti followed fuch 
fins, peiUlence, fword, and famine which ye may loot 
for. I leave it on you, that ye be not flack- handed, for 
it may come to that, that the tender and delicate women 
may eat their own children for ftraitnefs in the fiege. It 
is to be feared, that the plagues that are coming on 
Scotland, for a broken and burnt covenant, will make 
their ears to tingle that hear of them ; but I will not be 
to fee it. The Lord is uking me away from the evil to 
come, which was often my defire ; for the fad hearts 
that niinifters and profeffiirs have made me, with their 
complying and wronging his glory, made me oft wifti to 
be away ; and now, it does not trouble me 4o lay down 
my life in your prefence this day. O it is fweet to be a 
fntferer for trudi ! I wonder what doth aii the genera^ 

L tioa, 
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tion to fear at him or his fweet crofc ; for there is no 
faufe of ruing or wearying,, for all that is come. ' There 
is a beauty in holinefs. O! commend him. Sirs! O 
blefs and praiie him that ever he honoured fuch a wretch 
as I am, to be a martyr for'his fweet truth ! O fweet 
honour he puts an poor things ! O Sirs, caft in your lot 
wuh the fuffering remnant that this day is in the fur- 
nace. Sint and fwim with his church. O prefer Jeru- 
falem to your chief joy ! But O be perftiaded to come 
and tafte of his goodnefs : This is the way, although 
the whole world fliould xrondemn it.' It will not be the 
learned clergy, or great heads of wit, thaj he will hon- 
our with carrying on of his work, for they have- all de- 
aied him. There are none of the minifters that will 
■^^tnefs for him, nor yet any that the Lord has beftow- 
ed great parts on ; their wit leads them by the crofs, 
and beyond fuffering. They^ill not fuffer if petition- 
ing vnUl do it, or hiring of advocates, or learned fpeak- 
ers-; they can put in petitions, and fay, they never in- 
tended the deadi i>f any man, but in the defence of their 
life ; but never a word of the defence of the gofpel, the 
work of reformation, or the fworn covenant. Nay, if 
they had done that, their life would go. But they wgre 
bpund by covenant to own and maintain religion againft 
Popery and Prelacy, Quakerifm, Indulgence, and what- 
foever elfe is contrary to found do^rine, with their lives 
in their hands ; and to quit with all for the faith once 
delivered to the faints : And, though they never men- 
tion a word of all this, yet they will fay, they came 
clearly off. But I fay, now when I am going into eter- 
nity, that God's wrath will be on fuch a liberty, and 
God will count with them for what they have done a- 
gainft his honour ; for there can none come clearly out 
irdra among their hands, that is once before them, with- 
out wronging his glory. O fear and tremble. Sirs ! 
you that get the favour of Gcfd's enemies, and yield your 
confcience to the lufts of men. I leave it on all perfons, 
no>^when 1 am to appear before my judge, that they do - 
nothing but what is according, to the holy and fweet 
fcriptures ; take them to be your rule, and go no farther 
than they allow you. They do not bid you petition 
enemies for your liberty, nor yet hire advocates. 

Now, my advice to you that are taken prifbners is, 
flKit you feek d£> favour of God's enemies f bUek not pa- 
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per with them, in good, cheap, nor dear ; ftand for your 
fweet Lord with your life in your hand ; own and a- 
vouch him to be king and head of his own chufcb ; count 
not your life dear unto you, when it comes in competi- 
tion with truth. And now, as for you that are th« 
poor feekers of the Lord, O adl faith on him, give him 
rotich credit* Live as brethren, dwell^ in unity ; let 
peace and truth be among you; but good Lord, let 
never peace be without truth. Keep up fellowlhip and 
fociety-meetings, for my foul bath been often .refrelhe4 
in the feUowfhip of the faints. O ftand for your defpif- 
cd Lord, and his wronged glory. , 

Now I being ftraitenedibr want of time, it being Ihort, 
I forbear, anid bid you * be ftrong in the Lord, and the 
power of his might/ Now, farewel my dear friends ? 
farewel holy and fwrcct fcriptures ; farewel fun, moon, 
and ftars ; farewel fweet reproaches and crOilis for my 
fweet Lord Jefus 5 farewel all things in time, reading,, 
praying, and all' duties ; farewel relations ; farewel my 
dear Wife, the Lord' be to you better than ten huibands* 
Glory be to his great name, that made«nc fo fweetly to 
fubmit to bis wiU, whatever he tryfted me with. Fare- 
wel mother and fitters, and all relations; farewel all 
my Chriftian acquaintances for a while ; farewel" fweet 
ibciety in Fife, the Lord's bleffipg be on you all. And 
now welcDino Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft ; welcome 
fweet company of angels, and the fpirits of juft men 
niadc perfefl ; welcome everlafting fongs of praife. ^Now, 
into thy hands, holy Father, I commit my fpirit. 
' StS'fvibfcrihitury 

' . ANDREW PITTILLOCH. 

TheTeftiraony of William Thomjon^ who lived in the 
(hire of Fife, and fuflferedp^t -JEdinburgh, July 27th, 
i68x. . . 

Men and Brethren, 

I BEING a prifoncr for Chrift's fake, and for my ad^^ ' 
hering to truth, being taken at Alloa, coming out of 
^ife from hearing of the gofpel preached- by Mr Donald 
.Cargil, the laft Sabbath of June, this prefent year ; and 
not knowing when I may be taken and murdered by the 
ftated enemies of our Lord, (for they neither walk after 
the equity of their own law, nor God's law), I have 
La for 
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for fear of inconveniences* Iftid hold qf this op^rtaakf 
' to fet down, under my hand, or itom. mj mou^« an 
account of my life an^ converfaiion, and my teftiin^ii^_ 
i;o the truth of Chrift, and againft sd] the abominatioiis 
of the times* 

I was, before the year 1679, ninning away w^tk the 
« reft of this generation, to Godprovoking courfes ; 93^4. 
about that . time, when I faw the people of God going 
to draw together, to adventure their lives in the I^ord's 
quarrel, the Lord took a dealing with me at that titoe, 
fo that I could neither get night^s reft, nor day's reft, 
till I refolved to go with them, ^nd on the other hancU 
was afraid left I {hould have been the Achan in the 
XiOrd's camp ; but again I rememl^ered the Lord's pro- 
jnife, that is held out in the word, — * return unto mc^ 
and i will return unto you, faith the Lord of hofts,' 
Mai. iii,. 7. Now, I do with all my heart blcfs the Lord« 
for his wonderful 'workings with roe, fincc he began 
with me. I think when I look on his dealings Omtk rhsU 
time till sow, Imuft iay, that I am a brand phiclKd 
out of the fire. O that my heart and foul coijdd praUe 
him, for all that he ^ath don^ for me! An^ now I am 
content to die a dyvour to free grace, and io Chrift's 
debt. I was charged with being guilty of rebellion a»- 
gainft their prince ; I anfwered, I was not £0, for I wsiB 
there a prifoner of Jefus Chrift, and for to iake ; and 
told thetn, I adhered to h!s covenant, and all things in 
it. I am not conviSed from the word of God of any 
crime,' as to him whom they call king ; nor any thing 
worthy of death, committed againft any man, either in 
thought, word, or deed. So my blood fhall cry, with 
the reft of the innocent blood fhed in the land, for ven- 
geance from Ilea vcn, on the inhabitants' of the ^arth, 
great or fmall, who are i.** the kaft accelHiry thereto, ay 
and vhile they repent. It is not my doing, but their 
own that hath procured it ; and God is juft to feek after 
them for the fame ; neither is it in any man's power to 
forgive that, as being a breach of God*s holy law, with- 
out repentance, nor then neither, for the Jurtheft they 
can come is, but to declare unto them frcm Gc d's word, 
that that and their other fins Ihall never be charged vp- 
oh them,' if they have truly received Chfift upon hk 
own terms, and walked worthy of tlie Lord, unto all 
weU-pleadng. . But now tlie thing is dear, the-ground . 

whereon 
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whereon they intend to take away my life is, the difown- 
iag Charles Stuart for my king, becaufe, he wHf have 
no homage upon the account of the covenant from mt^ 
or any other, and God only requires the performing of 
vows> and keeping and fulfilling the covenants, Plhl. 1. 
So in this cafe, I cannot ferve two raafters, and I rcfolvc 
to obe/ God rather than man. 

Now, 1 here as a dying man, ready to^ep into eter- 
nity, having health and ftrength,. and being in my right 
mind, declarcj,^ 1 adhere to the proteftant religion, as' 
that which fs God's true religion, and the Chriftian re- 
ligion» 1 adhere to the holy rule of the word of God« 
the fcriptures of the Old and New teftament, containing, 
the will of God to man, and anent man ; and that the 
fcript\ures are a full rule of faith and manners to us. I 
adhere to the worklof reformation in Scotland, to the 
covenants- national and folemn league, the foleinn ac-. 
knowledgmcrit of fins, and engagement to duties^ the- 
confefllon of faith, in regard it agrees with the forefaid^ 
writings ; the larger and fhorter cgtechifms, as moft 
feafonable, found, and according to the, fcriptures, and 
well worth the reading, confidering and pracJlifing what 
is therein fet forth.-^ I fay, I adhere to the Rutherglen 
teftimony, r to the paper commonly called Mr Ponald . 
Cargil*s covenant, nof the date of June, 1680. I adhere 
to the original copies of thefe papers, as they were cor- 
rcded and revifed by the authors. And likewife I ad- 
here to every found paper, tending to the good of reli- 
gion ; as, the directory for worfhip and catec'nifing ; and' 
1 adhere unto the doQxmti difcipline, worlhip, and ^o^ 
TOrnment of the church of Scotland* - 1 bear my tefti- 
inony unto all the la;wful wreftlings of the people of God- 
for truth, and in the defence and prefer vation of their 
civil, natural, and divine rights and privileges, contain- 
ed and held forth in the forefa id papers, againft all en- , 
croachers thereupon, and betrayers thereof ;-cfpeclally 
^y the fword, as a, mean moft lawful and commanded 
of God, -to be made ufe of in that quarrel ; which \t to 
he carried' to preachings j and other aflemblies of the 
Lord's people, and fo much the mor^, as the enemy dif. 
charges it, as the cafe now ftandsi 
* In the laft place, i give my teftimony and proteftation 
againft all wrongs and injuries done to God and his peb- 
pie throligboiit tbc*who\e world' this day; andmoro 
L 3 ' particularly, , 
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particularly, againft all that hath been done in Scotland'^ 
finc« the beginning of the work of reformation, unto this 

% day, in prejudice of God's glory, His york and people ; 
ana eipecially thefe crying fins, ift^ The corruptioti of 
the worfliip of God, profanation of his holy things, 
mocking, mi {believing, and belying of God, and carry- 
ing as if there were no God, yea, which is worfe, faying 
he approves of all that they do. O this heaYen-contem- 
ning generation ! idly^ AgainU the defrauding, mock- 
ing, murdering, sand oppretfing the people of God^ in 
their bodies, confciences^and eftates, and punt(hing them 
as evil doers ; yea, as the vileft monfters of cruelty, and 
that only for following their duty, and making them- to 
ftink, as it were, above the ground \ and making their 
names to rot by calumnies and reproaches, and - doing 
all they canto drivt them to fin; and then blaming 
them rfs the main inftruments of all the mifchievous ▼!!• 
lanies and abufe« tn tke land ; fo that it is come to that 
with it, * the man that departs from iniquity, m%kes 

" himfelf a prey.' And fcarcely can thefe who defign 
honefty get a night's 'quarters in any houfe in the laaid ; 
jTo that the people of God arc becoxtoe * a fcorn to their 
foes, and a fear t6 their friends, and efpecially reproach- 
ed of thofc who are" their neareft neighbours,' as the 
JPtalmift complains, ^diy^ 1 leave my teftimony agaiad 
all that make peace with the ftated enemies of God, thefe 
Chrift-defpifers, thefe heaven- contemners, and non^fnch 
fighters againft God ; whether by bonds, oaths, or pro-, 
mifes ; they being perfons woi'thy of no credit lior trolt» 

• who will not keep faith nor truft upon any account, but 
where it may contr bute for fulfilling their lufts, and prcv 
jfecuting their wicked defigns and hell-hatched enterprif- 

, es* If they were brought to ftraits, poffibly they might 
feign themfelves 5 but he is unwifc that yf\\i give then* 

- fo much truft as a do^ ; as Solomon Yays, ** when ho 
fpeaks fidiir, believe him not, foi* there ^re feven abom- 
inations in his heart." ^hfy^ I leave miy tedimony againfl; 
all that contribute of their means, for the* down*beazing 
of God's works and people, and upholding his and theis 
enemies, ieeing it is fo ezprefsly againft the covenant, 
and iii that cafe they being called to ftifier, and noc to 
fin, to which pradHce is annexed a gracioos promife ; 
^ he that loieth life, lands, goods, or relations, for^ 
Cbrift'i fakcy aiidthe gofpel's^ AaUi^celvi ^ handw4 
* ^ fold 
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hX^ m ihts Itfe* and in the world to come life evtrlafl* 
ing," In the lajl place^ I bejir my tcftimony to the croiij 
of Chrift, as the only defirable' upmaking and rich lot of 
the people of Grod this day in Scotland. O it is e]ie por« 
tion of poor things^ who de(ire to feek God, apd deiiga 
bCn^dy \ti the land 1 I think they want ia good bargain 
of it that want it ; and I think they want nothing that 
haVe it« and get leaye to carry ti heartfomely, and his 
prefenee under it. I would advife you all. to take tt ons 
1 dare fay. thus much for your encouragemei^t» that it ia 
cafy and fweet. There is iio better way to carry the 
crofs right than to caft all our care upon Chrifty and 
trull him for all things, and ufe our finglc endeavours 
in the matter, and fpeak what he bids us, and obey ht^ 
▼mce in all things. Now, I declare I hate all ungodli* 
aefs. Now, farewel all. things, wherein I bave beea 
tronbled with a wicked worW, and evil heart of mifl>e- 
lief, a fubtil, powerful, and malicious devil, and tempt-« 
ed with a company of men, who have ihaken off the hvt 
of God. Now, welcome Lord J«fus, into thy hand I 
' commit my Spirit. 

Sk fvhfcnUtnr^ 

WILLIAM THOMSON. 

The hkft Teftimony of VTMim CMiU feaman in Borrow- 
ftounnefs, who fudered at Edinburgh, July 27* i6Si.- 

I HERE, as one ready to ftep^ into eternity, and one. 
of the fubj^ds of a kingdom covenanted to God, and- 
one of Chrift's fuflfercrs, enter my Jrotcftation, iftd give 
in my uftimony againft all that hath b«en done agatnft 
Chrift's reigninp, and the thriving of his kingdom in 
Scotland, fmce che beginning of the work of reforma- ' 
tion. And mare particularly, againft all the feveral 
ftqw of backiltding \ As, 

\fiy The admitting Charles Stuart to the e?iercife of. 
kkigly power, and crowning him, while they knew he 
carried heart enmity againft die people of God, and 
while in the mean time there was fo miich of his trc«i- 
chery made knowi\ to the pau*liament> by his commif- 
fwnatmg James Graham eaf I of Montrofe to bum and 
flay the fiAje^s of this kingdom, that would not fide 
'siFith, or would withftand him» in the profecuting of hit 
vichednefsj which ii recorded in the cai|fet of wxadi.. 

and 
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and the remonftrancc« of the gentlemen, miniftcrs, and 
commanders attending the fbrccs in the weft, in the year 
.1650. 

2dfy^ Againft the nnfaithfulnefs, connivance, and com- 
pliance of minifters, and others, at the wickednefs per- 
petrated in the land during the time of Cromwers ufur- 
pation ; for, as I am informed, few teftified againft him, 
for trampling- all the interefts of Jefus Chrift under hi& 
feet, in giving a toleration to all feAaries which was to 
ftx. up their threfholds hefide Chnft% and their altars 
befide the Lord's, in a laiid covenanted to God, never 
to fuffer the like, and lying under the fame bonds. 

^dly, Againft the public refolutions, for the bringing 
in malignants to the places of power and truft ; which- 
have been the rod in God's hand above the heads^ and- 
upon the . backs of God's people, ever fince they lufted; 
after them ; and now, 1 fuppofe, they are convinced that- 
God hath given them on the finger-ends for it^ but we 
have not feen them codfeffing before God and his peo- 
ple in public, that they have added this fm to all their* 
other fins, in afking them a kin^, whereas the Lord waS' 
their king. 

4^hfy^ I bear my teiHmony againft that unparalleled' 
practice of minifters, in quitting their charges ; and that, 
which doth more agravate their guilt, ^t his command^ 
who had no power to adt, nor right to be 'obeyed, niei- 
ther in that, nor yet in civil things ; for then he had uri- 
kinged himfelf ; and their going away without alai<bft e- 
ver a teftiniony who fhould have been the main men that 
fhould have told the people what to do. 

$ihfy^ I hold it as one of the caufes <^ God's wrath: 
againft the land, and one of the caufes of God's break* 
ing and fcattering that poor handful of men at Fentland, 
that renewed the covenant at Lanark, and did not keep' 
his intereft out of it ; for it only binds us to its main- • 
tainers, npt to its 'deft royers/ 

6^^, t bear teftimony againft the procedure of the ^ 
minifters, when they came to the fields again after Pent- 
land, becaufe they did not firft begin with public and' 
private fafh, and make up the hedge and gap for die- 
church of God in Scotland : And then -only preaching 
to cafes of confcicnce, and not catechizing the people, 
nor informing them in the duty of the day ; but did Let 
them pay citrates ftipead^, and other revenues of that; 

tiature» . 
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nature. But I t&iak tfaey were engaged to God under 
the pain of lofing foul and body, in the daj of God'f 
£eajful judgment^ to tell the people to chaie tbem out of 
the land. Seeing Prelacy was abjured and caft out like 
an abominaUe branch, as it was, were they not worthy 
to die the death, that would, againft fo much light, de^ 
file God's land with that ab}ured abomination ? but for* 
iboth, to this day, they miift be itd like birds in a cage 
upon the fatte£k in the land» and the fpoiJi^ of Chrift's 
crown. * " 

7/&^» I, hear my teftimony againft, that courfe carried 
on by the minifters ; their conniving, at, countenancing 
of, and complying with thefe indulged, that have quit 
Chrift and taken on with another npkader* 

^Myy 1 hesir my teftimony againft their treachery at 
Sothwel bridgib, in flopping ^e drawing up of the catties 
of God^s wrath« and keeping a faft day, and changing 
their deckrattoa; and^n hindering the purging of tht 
anny. 

^fyt I bear my teftimoay ;igainft their trtich^j at 
Edi&barghy when a proclamation came out to the view 
of the world, blafpheming God's u-ue- religion, and de- 
claring that, all that belonged to,God was due to Cfa|irles 
Stuart, which is the plain fenfe of the a$ ; and they 
i«t m an amenably', and rot«d fox a liberty <:0mtng from 
hisn to preach by ; though^ the very fame day that that 
was proclaimed, two of their more worthy and faithful 
brethren were murdered, O how much pomp and joyial- 
ty was that day in rejoicing over the ruins of the work 
of God and his people, yea, over himfelf ? There was 
£rft a fcaSbld- made on the eaft fide of the crofs, and a 
green table fet down oh it, ahd two green forms ; and 
then the crofs was covered ; and about twelve hour^ of 
the day, the purfuevants, and lyon heralds, the lyon 
king at armSf and eight trumpeters went up to the crofs, 
Sind fourteen men on the fore-faid fcaifoldV and fcvon of 
them with red gowns of velvet, , and feven with black, 
and then that adt was read, and at night th^ bells ^ert 
ringing', and bonefires burning. 

lo/j^, 1 leave my teftimony againft them, for running^ 
away and leaving God's flock after Bothwel-bridge, 
when they had drawn them to the fields. Does not the 
feripture fay, that they \Ao are in the watchmens place, 
fhould warn the people, when they fee tlie fvvord come ; 

and. 
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and hare not the minifters of Scotland, had th« firft 
hand in all thefe courfes of backfli dings ? Well» their iins 
are known to be no more fins of weaknefs^ but fins o£ 
wickednefs. 

ixthly^ I bear my teftimony againft them, becaufc 
they did not join with their brethren in the work of the 
day, in preaching to the people in the Eelds, with Mr 
Richard Cameron and Mr Donald flargU. And will ye 
tell me, ajthoagh there were never one tp open their 
ihouth in that thing, does not the work of the one con- 
found to nience, and the work' of the oth6r juflify and 
. plead for them ? But there is one thing, 1 have. leaVncd 
from the practice of all this people, and God's dealing 
with them. They have fought their own, and one ano- 
thers credit, mere than God's, and he hath difcovered 
their wickednefs in their nglinefs. 

iphfyy I bear my teftimony againft their obfttnacy, itr 
refufing to return and amend their manners. They hold 
faft' wickednefs, and refufe to let it go, and that againft 
the light erf* God's -word, their own confciences, their 
vovs and engagements to God^ the cries of bloodfhed# 
the cries of wrong done to God and his work, and a- 
gainft thefe their former preachings and pradtices ; diat 
they will tiot come out and rid the ground, fo to fpeak, 
and feek out the caufes of God's wrath, and fet days of 
humiliation apart, and fee that they be kept, and renew 
their engagements, and carry themfelves like minifters 
of Jefus Chrift afterward. Is this erroneous I Is not 
this according to prefbyterian principles ? Does not the 
confcffion of our faith, fay, thefe who oflFend the church, 
and their brethren, fhall make, their repentance as pub- 
lic as their offences have b^en ? Is not this the plain 
meaning of that article, yea the very words almpft of 
the Confcffion of Faith, chap. xv. art laft ? Without 
which thing he done, /if a'ny would take my counfel, 
who am looking to receive the fentence of death every 
Jhour), I would fay, meddle not with them,'for they have 
not only finned againft the church of God, and their 
brethren, and their own fouls, but againft God : And 
have they not been light and treacherous ; Whereof ma- 
ny inftances may be given. Have they not polluted the 
ianduary ? Have they not done violence to the law ? Have 
they not been unfaithful ? Are they not walking very 0- 
penly amongft God's ftated enemies, while the people of 
. . God 
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God dare not be feen ? I iezr^ if they make not hafte to 
€omt off thefe courfes, that God's wrath fhall overtake 
them, ere it be long. And laftly, I bear my teftimony 
againft themy for their untendemefs to weak confciences, 
and making- ufe of then- gifts'" and parts to wreft the word 
of God, tp put out that light, which God has given poor 
things ; of which I, among others, have a proof ; for 
one of them came into the prifon, and told me, that he 
had been dealing with him, who had been purfuing us 
to death, (the king's advocate), that he would not take 
innocent blood upon him ; and out of love and tender- 
nefs to our fouls, iie tame to pay us a vifit ; and faid, 
he was neither a curate nor an indulged man, but a mi* 
niftcr of the gofpel : So he laid, that he. would be well 
advifed what we were doing, for the advocate had faid, 
we were (hortly to be before the criminal court. And 
I afked, what he advifed us to do ? And began to tell 
him the ground whereupon we were accuicd, which was 
this, th^t Charles Stuart, having broken and burnt God's 
covenant, ^and compelled all that he could by his forces 
to do the like, and flain many upon that account, upon 
this head, I declined his authority; and being hard 
queftioned, confeifed, that I thoy.ght it lawful to kill 
him, but I did not fay by whofe hands : and he faid, ail- 
that would not free me from being his fubjed, and in- - 
ftanced Zedekiah's cafe to prove it : But 1 was pot in 
cafe to fpeak to him, (being confufed with a diftradted 
man who was in with us), only I told him, there was as 
great a difference betwixt that of Zedekiah, and this in 
hand, as eaft was from the weft. . And he called us James 
and Jambres wW withftood the truth, ^hcn we would 
not hear him ; and faid, there was no fuch thing as any. 
. condition holden out in the form and order of the coro- 
nation, that did free us from allegiance to Charles Stu- 
art upon that account But what ? Do they think, that 
every one can reafon and debate with them, or elfe that 
they arc not Chriftians, but gainftasders of the truth I. 
Hath not God given to every man his meafure of light 
and grace both f If they know not this, and walk not 
accordingly, they were never worthy to be mioifters of 
the gofpel. He faid, that he 'would fend me any of the 
minifters whom I pleafed to call for : I iaid, that I 
heard tell Mr Dpnald Cargil was taken, would he fend 
him to met and I would take it as a great Jciudnefs off 
* * * his 
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his hand \ But he faid» that he had taken a way hj him- 
ftif Bat what (hall I fay, ifij hearty is like tt> fink, 
when I think on them, and the eafe of the land: O I 
thmk, it is a defperate like cafe ! Only I know God caoi 
and I hope he will cure it. 

Next, I leave my teftimony againft'ali that -fide with 
' or ftrengthen the hand^ of the adverfaries of the Lord» 
in lefs or more, agatnd cleat convitftion from \ht word 
of God, or found reafon ; and pardcctlarly agalnft this 
duke, that bold an J truculent Papift, wha h^h defiled 
thi Lord's land with his akars and images. 

Next, I leave piy teftimony againft the gentry and 
commonalty, for letting fo much innocent blood be (hed, 
fome of which ranks, \ think God hath a turn to ptit in 
their hands yet, if they would efpoufehtis quartel, and 
turn to him with all their hearts, and no\fufier the work 
to go as It does ; but indeed they muft keep company 
with God's dated enemies, and learn the court faimon : 
r will -tell yon one thing, ye hav« loft the manners of the 
. court of heaven, by reaming the manners of the courts 

, <ifi^n. O what think ye to do ? Ot how think ye to be 
couit^blfi to God ? Will ye but fpeak your minds, who, 

i 'je thfiik, hatii the belt end of the controrerfy ? Witt -ye 
let the fear of men and the devil prevail with you more 
than the fear of God ? Or what think ye this duke would 
do to you, \7hefthe fees his opportumty ? Will ye twift 
bloody Papiils ? It may be, ye niay be pUK to fuflfer on 
trorfe accounts yet, if ye will not own God and his 
people ; but there are but very few of you now, v^o are 
ought but mockers. Will ye turn' to the LoAl with all 
your hearts. Is it any Ihame to you to take (hame to. 

. yourfelvcs, in glorify it^g God by confeflTmg your fins, 
and turning from them ? But will you tell me now, who 
think ye, can be at one^ith'youi while ye; are ftanding 
outagainft God, Will ye read but the fir ft chapter -of 
Ifaiah, and confider it, and the firft two chapters of Je- 
remiah, the fecohd of Joel, the prophecy x>f Haggai , 
Ifa. xxii. Ezek. viii. O confider, and if ijot, the Lord 
and you take it between you. Read and confider Pfal. 

Now, what fhatt I fay to you, whp own and a^a'e 

to God's caufe, againft all his enemies ? O that I couM 

let you fee the infide of my heart ! Will ye learn chriHsi- 

anlty J fe^t thie Lord and get J»im on y6ur fidii I thMr 

3 it 
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it IS a good ^oken of a fan<5lified heart, that longs more 
to be in God's corapan^r nor other folks, that fees tl e 
^worft of cTil lies in committing fin. Beware of hcart- 
rifings and grudgings one agalnd another ; know, thac 
there is a great dilFcrence between fins of wcaknefs, and 
fins orwickednefs ; ye may not mark every failing, for 
if ye do, ye fhall not hare two to (lay together in Scor- 
land. O but there be mu(^ need of the gofpel, and 
thefe minlfters wlU^not come out and contend for Chrift ! 
"Without which, though I were at liberty, God knows, I 
duril not meddle with them, and I would rather keep a- 
back trom them nor other folk ; for I think, there are. 
many of them either unconcerned, or then dreadfully mift- 
cd, for how can it be otherwife, not bearing with tender 
confciences, ibr they will rather drive to break folk than 
build them up.; but how can any that has love to Chrift 
look on them with good will : 1 do verily think, if ever 
they turn again,, the world fnall hear tell of it. It Is be- 
yond all conirove'rfy, that they have quit their firfl works, 
and their firft love. .O will ye learn to be fober and 
grave. Cleave ;o your covenants and engagements : I 
fay, mind your engagements ; look what becomes of co- 
venant-breakers. . I would fay unto yon, take no courfes 
by the end, till God give you clearnefs ; but indeed, I 
know, that G06. will reprove niany in this generation, 
becaiJe they put away light ftom them. Beware of 
thefe minifters of Charles Stuart, thefe indulged and 
thefe Prelatic, thefe mockers of God, and contemners of 
the godly, thefe ChriitdefeVters, thefe undervalucrs of 
heaven, thefe fcandalous and infignificant timc-fervers, 
-whom 6od hath blafted, to the conviction of all the ge- 
neration, that fee any thing ; thefe monfters of men, the ' 
difgrace of the miniftrr,' the juft contempt of the genera- 
tion. God hath fopnetjmes had a church without a mini- 
ftry, but he never had' a miniftry without a church* 
Doth not the fcripture fay. That for many days Ifrael 
{hail be without a prieft, without a teraphim, &c. Do 
we not fee in. thfe Revelation, The two witneffes flain, 
andly three days and an h^* Bu t, O cry to God, That 
ke would fend forth labourers to his vineyard ; for verily 
the harveft is great, but the labourers arc few. If thg-e 
be a cafting at the gofpel on the people's fide, then I 
think they Ihall be in. extreme hazard of lofing their foul, 
tf God's mercy prevent it not \ for then they rcfufe to be 
M guide* 
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guided by God : But if when the hireling fees the wolf 
come, he ran away, ^nd leave the fheep, becaufe he is 
an hireling, then I think the mercy of God is engaged 
for tlie Iheep, becaufe they liave no (hepherd. It is not 
the firft time that Ifrael has been fcattered as fheep hav- 
ing no ihepherd ; But it is as fure as the fun^ines, none 
can keep himfelf nor guide himfelf : It is not in him that 
'walketh, to dirc6t his fteps. And God hath fown Jt joy- 
ful light to the upright ; and he has faid, Him that fit- 
tedi in darkncfs, and hath no light,* let him truft in the 
Lord, and (lay himfelf upon his God. But could the 
fpoufe reft in Jerufalem, and her huftand not to be found ? 
it is beyond debate, that (he made all th,e fields ado be- 
fore (h,e wanted him. Can the fpoufe fee another wear 
her hufband's cloaths, and be well fatisfied? yea, one 
that has robbed, fpoikd, and (hut him to ^e doors, 
with difgrace, contempt and (hame, and as one un- 
worthy to manage the kfiPaifs of his own lioufe ; and has 
defied him to take any thing back again, and has ht 
•up legs and arms, heads and nands, and quarters of the 
children, as t^ophieS of vifiory over the goodmanofthe 
houfe, and has triumphed with fpitc and contexppt, and 
is only feeking it of the poor widow, the wife and the 
bairns to be quiet, and accept of him for a hufband and 
father : So I fay, (hall the wife and children of fuch a 
hufband and father be peaceable to fee this ? I trow, 
there are few earthly folk would do fo : But O ! who 
can fliew the difference here, as to fearching out it can- 
not be. The Lord keep you from dwelling at eafc, un- 
der one roof, with fuch an one. Beware of making any 
treaty of peace with fuch ,a robber aud murderer as this ; 
beware of feeding thefe foldiers, or giving them quar- 
ters, when they come to your houfes. O but the kings 
of Affyria Icnew well enough, that the kings of Ifrad 
weire merciful kings ! If ye, will not ufe the fword at 
God's bidding, God will put it (as he h^ith) into the hands 
of his and your enemies, to ufe it againft you. . Indeed 
I think, till ,SauPs fons be hanged up before the Lord, 
the plague of famine (haH not be (layed from Ifrael. 

Now, in the next place, t^^itnefs by this my teftimony, 
my adherence to the Scriptufes of trudi, the holy Bible, 
the -Old and new Teftament, which has been made fweet 
to me. The fault is n#t in th^m' that we underftsind 
theni not, but in us, and this we have as our old father 

Adam's 
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Adam's heirfliip. I witnefs ray adherence to the cove- 
nants national and Iblemn league ; ConfefGon of Faith ; 
oiily there is in ft fomething concerning the magiftrate's 
calling a fyn^d of miniftcrs, by virtue of 'his magiftra* 
tical power, which ought to be cautioufly unJerllooJ, 
according to the general aflembly's explication, I ad- 
here to the Catechifms larger and fhorter, Pfalms in 
metre, directory /or worlhip, form of Church govern- 
ment ; the dodtrine of the church of Scotland, as it is 
held out in the word of God, and laid down in the fore- 
faid papers. I adhere to all faithful tellimonies for truth 
in Scotland, of one fort and another, and particularly 
thefc three, the papers found at the Queensfcrry of tlie 
date of the 3d. of June, the Sanquhar declaration, the 
Rutherglen teftimony, an^ every other paper tending to 
the good of religion, particularly the ca-ufes of wrath, 
and I requeft all to read and coafider them. I leave my 
teftimony againft them* that fay, that I am a ^elf-rau'r- 
derer» becaufe I fpak'e that which God gave me to fpeat, 
before his adverfaries ; aiid I think that it is my great ' 
mercy, that he hath helped me to be free before them in 
matters of truth, relating to the difowning of them, and 
ftanding to our God's, and our own rights. This paper ' 
I leave as my teftimony, and formed and deliberate 
thoughts ; and requeft all to bear with faults of weak- 
nefs, efpecially when the fword of the adverfary is above 
a man's head. Now, farewel world, and all things in 
it. Welcome Lord Jefus Clirift, into thy hahds I re- 
commend my fpirit. 

Sic fubfcribitur^ WILLIAM CUTHIL. 
fc '' ■ 

The dying Teftimony of Robert Garnoch Hammerman 
in Stirling, who fuffered at the Gallowlee betwixt 
Leith and Edinburgh, Odobcr 10. 1681.. 

Men and Brethren, * • ^ , 

I HAVING received , a fentence of dealh from men for 
adhering to the truth, againft popery, prelacy, eraf- 
tianifm, and iAdiilgences firft and laft, and all .that was 
contrary to found doi^rirrc; I am now to leave a line 
behind mc, as the Lord will help mc to write, and to 
tell you, that however this generation may condemn me, 
as having a hand in my own death, I declare that it is 
not fo, lor I die a ^rcftjytcrianjn my judgment. For I 
M t confidcring, 
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confideriRg^ how folemnly Scotland was bound to de- 
fend truth againft all encroachments made thereon, yrith 
their lives and liberties, and how they of this nation had 
fo cafily broken their vows and engagements ; and rhen 
feeing. through the fcriptures, how deep covenant-break- 
ing draws, and what a great and heinous fin this Is in 
the fight of God, could do.no lefs than give in my pro- 
teftation againft all their proceedings, in their hellhatch- 
)fed adls that were fo contrary to the word of God, and 
our fworn covenants. And it is for that, that I am come 
in your prefence this day, to lay down this life of mine; 
for which 1 blefs the Lord that ever he honoured the 
like of me with a gibbet and a bloody winding (beet, for 
his noble, honourable, and fweet caufe. O will ye love 
him, Sirs? O he is well worth. the loving, and quitting 
all for ! O for many lives to feal the fweet caufe with ! 
If 1 had as many lives as there are hairs in my head, I 
would thiijk them all too little to be martyrs for triidi* 
I biefs the Lord, I do not fuffer unwillingly, tor by con- 
firaint, but heartily and cheerfully. O but the Lord 
hath taken great pains on me to train me up for thjs 
great work. I blefs his holy name, that^ever he count- 
ed me w6rthy of fuch honour/^ his love hath been to xne 
beyond many. I have been a long time a prifoner, and 
have been altered of my prifon ; I was among, an4 in 
the company of the moft part who fuffered (ince'Beth- 
wel; and was in company with many enfnaring perfons, 
though 1 do not queftion but they were godly folk 5 and 
yet the Lord keeped me from hearkening to their conn- 
fel. Glory, glory be to his holy and fweet name. O 
biit it is many a time a. wonder, how I have .done fuch 
and fifch things ! but it is he that hath done it ; he hath 
done all things well, both in me and for me ; holy is his 
name. O if I could get my royal King Jefus cried up, 
and all tl:e world down ! O Will you' fall in love with 
Chrift ! friends, what ails you at him, and his fw^cet 
caufe ? I can affure you, he is no hard maftef to ferve. 
O he is lovely h he is white and ruddy, the chief among 
ten thcufands. I defire none of you to think I fuflPer as 
-an evil doer^, or as a bufy body in other mens matters ; 
or that it is out of blind zeal, that I am .come here this 
day ; No, for it was after ferious confideration that 1 did 
it,' and after great weights and preifures. It was great 
;grief of foul to me, to fee my mafter's truth fo wronged, 

trampled 
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trampled oi| and abufed by a God-daring generation,. 
and none to fpeak for him. And now my Lord is higji- 
ly honouring me for that ; glory to" his great name lor 
it. For he hath honoured me, and my neighbours with 
irons, and the thieves hole, which were Iweet and Ve- 
fVeihful to u^ and then honoured us wonderfully to go 
in before thefe bloody men, and get our l^ntences. 

Our interrogations are known, I have not time to write 
them* But 1 difowned them, for difowning of the\:o- 
venant, and adhered to my-protcilation given in againft 
them ; and now am come to the Gallowlee, to lay down, 
xny life, and to have my head cut off, and put upon a 
port, it, is known, how barbaroufly I have been ufed 
by* them, and how- honourably fulh a fiUy wretch as I. 
am, hath been carried through ; glory be to his fwect 
name for it. Indeed it w;is the bargain betwixt Chrift 
and my foul long fine e, that through his ftrcngth I ihould 
be for him, and at his bidding ; whatever piece of work, 
he put in my hand, and he promifed, * that his- grace; 
ihould be fufHcient for me j and that»liis ftrength fhould 
be feen in my weaknefs ;' and that go whether 1 would, . 
he would go with me through ^rt and water, the flames 
would not fcorch me, nor the yi^aters overflow me. O 
take him, Sirsi for he is faithful who hath promifed», 
and he will perform. Now, as a. dying martyr for • 
Chrift, I would leave it on all of you to make haflc, and* 
prepare for ftrokes, for they, are at hand^ arid do hot . 
think, that they will not come, becaul'e they are delay- 
ed. No, he will come, and that as a thief in the night, 
and will furprife many of y(ki, if not ail-; " watch and. 
pray, th^^t ye enter.iiot into temptation." I would net 
have you fecure, but take warning in time,, before hts^ 
wrath .break forth. He hath waited long on Scotland's 
repentance ; it is like, he will not bear much longer. Dp 
not fleep, as do others, but rife, make hafte, •* get on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to ftand." 
It is dangerous now to be out of God's gate ; it i§ not 
good liding with Qod's enemies, it will be dangerous to 
be found in their camp. I would not be in their ftead: 
for all the gold of Ophir, who have faved their hves 
with prejudice to the woik and people of God. I would* 
have them take warning. They fay, they have done 
nothing but what was l^jwful ajid ri^^ht ; but they com- ^ 
mit tranl'gVeflion, and (with the whore) wipe their mouth,. ^ 
aoid i^y, they have douc no ^vil. Indted tliey mayvput 
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off men fo, but thtj will not get God and their own 
confciences put off. They need never go about the bnOi, 

* for I fee not how any that is faithful, being once brought 

• before them, can win honeftly off; for if ye will but. lay, 
ye difown their authority,, then your life muft go* For 
they had as little to lay to my charge as to any, yet I 
could not win off with a good confcience, but to the gal- 
lows I muft go. And glory jto his great name, who 

^ hath honoured me ; or dbat ever he gave me a head to 
be fet on a port for his fweet name and caufe.' Now, as 
for whaf'l own or difown, I being ftraitened by reafon 
of the want of time, cannot get it fet down here ; and 
another thing I fee, that martyrs teftimonies are,of no 
value, and very lightly edeemed. 

I give m.y teftlmony to the holy and fweet fcj-ipiures, ^ 
covenants, confeffion of' faith, which are according to 
the fcripture, catcchifms larger and Oiortcr, the acknow-: 
ledgments of fins and engagement to duties, and to all 
that our worthies have done, in defence oT the-gofpel, at 
Pentland, LQudinhill,, Bothwel-bridge, and Airiinofs;to 
Rutherglen tellimony, and Sanquhar declaration. Ferry 
|)apers, and Torwood excommunication, the Fife teW- 

mony, D ' ie, K le, aind P s proteftations, and- 

all that bath been done in defence of the ggfpel, where* 
ever it hath been dojje. And I, as a dying martyr for 
the truth, givc_my teftimony againft all the encroach- 
inents on ou]^ LcT*aKs rightS| in lefs or more, as Popery, 
Prelacy, Eraftianifm, and indulgences iirft and lad, and 
all that fide with them. And 1, as a dying witnefs for 
Chrift, dcfirc fj?ieilds to the caufe of Chrifl, to beware of 
them ; For, if it were poffible, they would deceive the 
v«-y ele^. They will nether enter the kingdom' of hea- 
ven theinf?lves, nor will they fuffer otliers to go in there- 
at, Beware of their fair fpeeches, for they and the de- 
vil thought to have made me break with my lovely Lord 
Jcfus Chrift, that noble bargain betwixt* him and my 
foul. O ! but the profeiTors of this generation arc evil 
and bitter agamft thfc fweet way of the Lord, and his 
poor people. 

Next, I give mj teftimony aigainft all the enemies of 
God, and ail that join with them, in paying ccfs, local- 
ity, militia-money, or whatever is for the ftrengthening 
of their hands. And now I leave it ^gain on you, that 
ye would aiot brand me with having a lumd in my own 
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death ; for I could not get my life faved, unlefs I had 
taken upon me all the blood of the people oT God, and 
owned that as lawful authority which had taken away 
my dear brethren's lives ; and faid, that it was juft and 
right what they had done. And indeed, they feek no 
raore of any, if thcy will biit own theit in what they do. 
They think, they are right enough in takiilg away our 
lives, when they who are called Prefby terians own them, 
and tlieir tyranny to be auihority. And now, when I 
am to go away, I would have you to lay to heart, how 
deeply owning of them draws, and how much of the 
wrath of God ye draw on you in fo doing. O Sirs I I ■ 
would have you beware, and look what a weighty bufi- 
nefs it is : and obey God rather than man. I bjefs the 
Lord, I am this day to ftep out of time into eternit}^; 
and I am no more troubled, than I were to take a mar- 
riage in the earth, and not fo much. I blefs the Lord» 
1 have much peace of cpnfcience in what I have done. 
O ! but I think it a very weighty bufmefs for me to be 
within twelve hours of- eternity, and not troubled. In- 
deed the Lord is kind, and hath trained me up for this 
day ; and now I can ,. want him no longer. I will get 
my fill of love this nij^t ; for I will be with him in pa- 
radife, and get a new fong put in my mouth, the fong 
of Mofes an.d of the Lamb ; I will be in amongfl the ge- 
neral jUTembly of the firft born, and enjoy the fwect pre* 
fence of God, and his Sc^n Jefus Chrift, and the fptrits 
of juft men mjidc perfedl : I am fure of it. 

O dear friends, I would, as one going to eternity, ob^ 
teft you, that yoij make earneft in religion, and be reft- 
lefs until you get a clcamefs of an intereft in Chrift ; for 
it is a dangerous time to live in the dark. I would have 
you confider v'hat, a weighty buflnefs it is to deny the 
Lord of glory before men. Thcr? have ftrange things of 
this^ nature fallen out in this our day. O ! look to your- 
felves, I would entreat you, to be for God, and he will 
be for you ;^ confefs him and he will confefs you. As 
goo'd foldiers endure hardnefs, wax valiant in fufFering* 
Refift unto blood, for it is the- caufe of God that is aC 
flake. O ! there are none of yon lamenting after God ; 
ah ! is there none of you that hath love to the Lord, and 
will uke part with him, againft all his enemies I O 1 bUC 
it be fad to fee you* with fuch whole hearts, and fo littlo 
grief sunong you^'for the robbery that the Lord of glory;' 

Digitized by LjOOgle 



,I40 The Ittjl Speech and Teftimony 

IS getting. I declare my fuffering is nothing, but whem 
I fee* you who are profeflbrs, what an unconcerned peo- 
ple ye arc, it makes my foul bleed to fee you in fuch a 
frame, when the church ts in fuch a condition. I wifh 
the Lord may help poor young ones, that are brought 
up under you withr the -want of the gflfpel. O for the • 
gofpel back again to Scotland ! Oh, for one ifaithfal mi- 
nifler in all the land ! O but the barveft be great, and 
the labouiers few ! As for my part, noSv when I am go- 
ing into eternity, I declare, I fee not, nor hear not of a 
'jminifter in all Scotland, "v^ho is at the- duty the Lord 
calls for at miniftcrs hands, in preaching againft all forts 
cf fin ; in feafoni and otit of feafon, rebuking, reproving^ 
and exhorting. As for my part, I cannot joiil with. - 
thpm who are not fo. 

Now, my Lord is bringing me to conformity with: 
himfelf, and honouring me after my worthy paftor, Mr. 
James Guthrie-; although I kitew nothine when he was 
alive ; yet the Lord hath honoured me toprotell ;jgainil 
popery, and to feal it with my blood'; and he honoured- 
him to protcft againft prelacy, and to feal it with his 
blood. The Lord hath keeped me in prifon to this day 
for that end. His head is on one port of Edinburgh, 
and inine muft go on another^ Glory, glory to the- 
Lord's holy and fweet name, for what he hath done for 
jnc. O fet days apart, and blefs his holy and never e- j 
nough etalted name, for what he hath done for me. O 
Sirs ! his crofs hath been all paved over with-lovc to me 
all along ft, . and it is teeter now than ever. O will ye 
be perfuaded to fall in love with the crofs of royal Je* 
fus I O take him. Will ye be entreated to come and 
taft^ of his love ? t) fweet lot this day, for ^e to go to 
a gibbet for Chrtft and his caufe! L think the thoughts., 
of this do raviih my heart ^jid foul, and make me to fall 
out in wondering, that I am within fo few hours of that 
endlefs joy, that pfiradife, among tliefe flowers and trees, 
that are on each fide of that pure river, clear as cryftal, 
where the tree is^ that bears twelve manner of fruits, 
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the na- 
tions. O that I could 4eave this weight upon you ; yea, 
with as great weight as it lies on my fpirhs; to fee how 
few of you are travelling to that land. O be much a- 
bove, aia4 be here ar ftrangers ; I mean, in refpedl of 
conformity to this worldi though hated of it| and ftudy-. 

- ing. 
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ing to live the life that our Lord hath coxninanded in 
his word. And fuffei affli^lon with the people of .God» 
rather than enjoy the plcalures of fm for a feafon. Now, 
I blefs the Lord, I am not as many fuTpcidl me, think- 
ing to win heaven by my fuffering : No, no : I know 
there is no winning of it, but tlirough the precious blood 
of the Son of God. Now, ye who are the true feekeri 
of God, and fb the butt of the world's malice, O be di« 
ligent, and run faR ; time is precious : O make ufe of it» 
and ad for God, contend for tlie truth, (land for God a* 
gamll al). his enemies. Fear not the wrath oi men. 
iove one another. Wreftle with God mutually in fo- 
cieties. Confefs your faults one to another ; pray ojie * 
with another ; reprove, rebuke, exhort one anotlier in . 
love. Slight no commanded duty 1 be faithful in your 
ftations, as ye will l2.e anfwerable at the great day. 

Now, having no more time, I bid fartwel to you all. 
Farewel holy and fweet fcriptures, wherewith I have 
been refre(hed many a day. I would have you read 
much of them, and pray over them to the Lord, that ye 
may get his bleiSng with, and the right ufe of them. 
O ! make ufe of your Bi1>les, laj dear friends, fo long 
as you . have them. Seek n6t counfel from men. Fol- 
low none further than they hold by truth. Now, I re- 
queft you 'have a care ; this land is like to come under 
great errors. Now, farewel fweet reproaches for mj 
lovely Lord Jefus, though once they were not joyous, 
but grievous, yet now they are fweet ; 1 blefs the Lord 
for it. I heartily forgive all men, for any thing they 
have faid of me : I pray, that it may not be laid to their 
charge in the day of accoimts. As for what they have 
done to God and his caufe, I leave that to God and their 
own Gonfciences. Farewel all Chriftian acquaintances 
and relations, father and mother, brethren and fibers ; 
farewel fweet prifon for my royal Lord Jefus Chrift ; it 
is now at an end : farewel all croflcs of one fort and a- 
nother ; agd fo farewel every thing in time, reading, 
praying, and believing. Welcome eternal life, and tlic 
fpirits of juft men made perfedl ; welcome Father, Son^ 
and Holy Ghoft, into thy hands I commit my fpirit. 
SU fuhfcribitur^ 

ROBERT GARNOCK. 

The 
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The laft teftimony of Patnch Forman, who lived m Al- 
loa, and fufFcred at. the Gallowlee, Odlober loth, 
1681. 

I Thought it fit, bcin^fentenced, to die within three 
dajrs, to write this teftimony, to fliew you, that I die 
not as a fool ; and I declare I am in my right 'mind, 
and not prodigal of my life, as fome alledge, but I love 
life as well as any, *and would do as much to fave it ; 
but when my life comes in competition with the truths 
of Jefus Chrift, I dare not buy it with 'the denial of the 
fmallefi truths, (if any may be called fmall), but know, 
that the leaft of the truths are of greater moment than 
ilie whole 'world 5 and the inhabitants Aereof. Now^ 
therefore, do not afperfe me wljien I am gone, with not 
being a pre&y terian ; for I am a , prefbyterian b6|li in 
profeflion and praftice, tho* my fauines be many. 

/if^, I believe there is but one God, Father, Son^ 
and Holy Ghoft ; one Redeemcr/one way of falvation> 
and that it is through Jefus Chrift, according to that 
word, <* John xxiv* &, Jefus faith onto them; lam the 
way, the truth and the life ; no man^ cometh.unto the 
Father, but by me." And iikcwife I leave my teftimo- 
ny to the holy Scriptures of li>e't51^.^rrd Newtefta- 
ments ; and my foul defires to bj^fs the Lord, that ever 
they were in our mother-tongue. My foul hath been re- 
freflie^ in converfmg with thlem, when the fpirit of .the 
• Lord has backed them ; but I know Kk^ife, tliey are 
but a killing letter without the Spirit : Yet this I would 
advife you^ as a clyihg Martyr for Chrift, to fearch the 
fcriptures, and feek the Lord's mind in them*; for there 
are none noble, but thefe who fearch the fcriptures ; and 
O that I could recommend them to you, as they have 
been fweet and refreuihil to me ; yea, they are as a gav 
den of fweet fmelling flowers j in them are cures for all 
difeafes," and remedies for all diftempers ; yea, they 
commend themfelvcs, tlrey need none of my commenda- 
tion. Make good ufe of them, while ye have them j 
for if idolaters get their vfrill, they will not be long a^ 
mongft you ; 1 pray the Lord may prevent it. 

2diyt 1 leave my teftimony to the ConFeflion of Faith, 
larger and fhorter Catechifms, the . folemn acknowledg- 
ment of fins, and engagement to duties. I bear my tef- 
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tlmony to the national covenant, and folemn league and 
covenant. Llkewife I adhere to all the faithful tefti- 
monies that have been given for the truth, fince the year 
1638 J efpecially that Sanquhar declaration, and Ruth- 
erglen teftimony, and the papers found on Henry Hall 
at the Queensferry, called the new covenant ^ and to the 
lawfulncfs of Torwood excommunication, and all the 
teftimonics of the martyrs^ who are gone before me, ac- 
cording tp truth, both in fields, on fcaflFolds, and in the 
feas 5 ard like wife I leave my teftimony to that poor per- 
fecuted remnant that are yet left a^ berries on the tops of* 
the utmoft branches, wandering about, being defolatc, 
afflidled and tormented, groaning under the fad yoke of 
tyranny. O Lord deliver them in thy own way and 
time ; and encourage them now when tli ere is no encour- 
agement from men, and their eyes cannot behold their ^ 
teachers* And now, my friends, I tell you, being with- 
in few hours to ftep out of time into eternity, that ye 
beware of cafting afperfions on any of the Lord's people, 
for owning their duty, which is avowing, and declaring 
Jefus Chrift to be King in Zion, head of his people, an'd 
only Lord of our confciences ; and declining all powers 
which are contrary to and inconfiftent with our Lord's 
kingly power. And now I declare, I own magiftracy, 
as it is an ordinance of God, and offered my willing fub- 
jcdlion unto them ; but when the magiftrate becomes a • 
tyrant by overturning the whole law of God, and the 
ju^ laws of the nation, he or they being once covenanted 
to the contrary, then I think it my duty, as I am bound 
by the fcripture, and our covenants, and my own con- 
fcience, to (hew, in my ftation, my diflike of the Wongs 
my lovely Lord arid Mailer is getting ; for as the fcrip- 
ture declares. There arc no powers but of God-, and the 
powers diat be are ordained of Gad. Then confequcnt- 
ly that power cannot b.e of God, that murders the people 
of God ; otherways ye muft fay, that the Lord is the 
author, of evil, which were horrid blafphemy. Now 
therefore, my dear friends, fuppofe that they will take 
away our Jives, under the name of treafon and rebellion, 
(as they have done to our brethren thefe twenty years) 
yet 'it is not fo, but for religion and Joyalty to our 
Lord and Mafter, and to every ordinance of man, as it is 
confifteat Vrith the law of our Lord Jefus Chrift. There- 
fore, as ye would be anfwerable at the day of our ap- 
pearance; 
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. pearance; when we (hall Hand naked and before the 
Judge of all the earth, ipeak not agatnd us, led ye be 
reckoned amongft the fighters agamft Jefus.Chdft ; For I 
declare, I have owned nothing, but that which is the 
duty of the whole nation, as well as mine. And 1 doubt 
not but the Lord will reckon with this generation, ere it 
be long, for maintaining that throne of iniquity thefe 
twenty years. 

And now, I declare, as a dying man> that it is but 
juftice that is come upon this poor nation, for when the 
Lord,fet them frtfe from that yoke of bondage they weie 
lying under, by that old tyrant ChiYrles I. who deiigned 
to cut off the Lord's people, which he put in practice, in 
murdering the Lord's people in Ireland,, by the hands 
of the bloody Papifts, and thought to have done fo to 
England and Scotland, but the Lord prevented him, 
and put a ftop to his tyranny, by fuffering men to take 
^way his life, and caufing-his family tp be banifhed ; and 
brake the yoke pflF o!ir neck, and became our Lord, King 
and head ; we foon wearied of the Lord, and caft him 
off, and faid. We will haye a king to rule over us, like 
the nations ; and ye may judge, whether he has reigned 
Saul-like or not ? And 1 doubt not but he Ihall be taken 
away in wrath, becaufe he was given in the Lord's an- 
ger ; and though his time, has been a groaning time, yet 
his end'fhall be terrible, ^nd the people (hall find the 
fmart of it, as the -children of Ifrael did, when they fell 
at Gilboa. Friends, look for fad days, when we arc 
gone. O therefore, 1 intreat you, as ye ^ould tender 
the glory of God, and dcfire the falvation of your own 
fouls, mourn for the wrongs ye have done to the glory 
of God, in your owning of that tyrant, who is the ma- 
lignant *s head and God. And now 1 am fure,* ye are 
left without excufe, if ye will not caft him off 4 and they 
who will fay, he hath power over civil matters, muft-fay, 
God is unjuft, and he is the author of ev'il, which wer* 
horrid blafphemy. 

The matter of my condemnation is, becaufe I will not 
yield to their inquitous laws, and call tyranny authority, 
and a conftitution of wickednefs, a conftitution of God ; 
which I dare not, for my foul, have the lead thought pf«. 
And now, my friends* Lam to die for protefting againft 
Popery, and the kibringing cf ^hat Papift the Duke, to 
defilic the Lord's land y and declining their power, be* 

caufe 
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caufc they had murdered my brethren thefe twenty years, 
and teflifying againft all the wrongs my lovely Lord and 
Mailer hath got. Therefore I charge you, to beware 
of fpeaking againft me, or any of my brethren 5 for my 
head and my right hand fbalL^ a witnefs againft yott» 
who fliall condemn us ; whatever 1 have been, I am naw 
highly honoured to witnefs for Ghrift'5 caufe. And now, 
my dear friends, I muft cell you, that grace i;B free, and 
I am a debtor to free grace, and I am as a brand pluck- 
ed out of the fire ; yet my Lord haih loved me with an 
everlaftiug loye. And I blefs the Lord, I am in my 
nght mind, and has hatred againft no man's perfon, but 
in fo far as they are fighting againft my God, and pldt« 
ting agamft his holy child Jefus, but as it is written, 
Pfal. ti. 9. TJiou ihalt break them with a rod of iron^ 
thou Ihalt daih them in pieces like a> podherd. I leave 
my tetlimohy againft Charles Stuart, ^r lifs breach of 
covenant, and for hisfetdng forth that*hellifh aft of fu- 
premacy ; whereby be refcibd^ the law of God, aiid the 
juft laws of rfifi land* that he might murder the L»ord's 
peo]^e. I like wife leave m.y blood upon him, and thefe 
bloody counfellors, jufticiary and aftizers ; becaufe they 
take away my life^ and the lives of my brethren, with- 
out a fliadow of law of juftice i for there were none of 
us guilty of adion or .crimes, and the pro^edation we 
gave them, fhall be a ftanding witne/s agslinft them. 
zMy^ I leave my tcftimony againft Prelacy, becaufe they 
have taken upon them the place of Lords, which is 
proper to none but Jefus Chrift ; for. we have but one 
God, xmt Lord, one Saviour and Maftep, &c. and they 
haye our blood upon their heads. 1 leave my teftimon^^ 
againft all the proceedings againft the Lord's people, 
their murders in the iields, and in the fea, and on fcaf^ 
fokis« J 'kav« my teftimony againft the bringing home - 
of diat tyrant Charles ^Stuart, aft^r they knew that he 
had broken all bonds that could bind men, and was nO 
. more to be believed. I Ifkewife leave my teftimony a« " 
^ainft. the -duke of York, and againft the reception of 
him, firft;a»d laft, hecaufe they knew he was a profi^fT- 
ed Papift* and was feekmg nothing but the lives of the 
Lord's peoiple, as his adions declare ; Firft, he behoved 
to have a draught of thefe five mens blood at Magus 
mttir, and next, of Mr James Skeen, John Potter, 
Archibald Stewart, aind the reft of our brethren fmce^ 
N O 
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© bloody wretchT! he is filling himfclf drunk with die 
blood of the faints ; and when he was declared vice-roy 
and high-commiilionfer, as they call him, he behoved to 
have a draught of blood to fit down with, viz. of that 
iaithful minifter of Tefus Chrift, Mr Donald Cargil, and 
the other four? and tlien they fat down to their parlia- 
xaent, for eBa6ting thefe hell-hatched a^s, placing Charles 
.Stuart and hit fucceffion for their God j and that thejr 
•call law and authority for 'their bible^ And now when 
they have taken their breath, they muft hare ouV blood 
to floken them. I leave my teftimony againft the parlii- 
. incntcrs, and my bjood upon them, I am fure they will 
find it, and my brethren's lying heavy upon themt I 
likcwife leave my teftimony againft bonders, cefs and 
locality payers, for ftrengthening the hands of thefe 
wicked ruffians, the trodpers and foldiers, who deftroy 
the*Lt)rd*s people. Now therefore, dear fri/ends, I warn 
you, as you would fly from the wrath to come, fliake 
yourfelves of thefe things, iT fo be there may* be hope ; 
it may be if ye be ferious, ye will be hid in the day of 
the Lord's anger 5 ^ake warning, and fly frojpa the wrath 
that is to come. ^ . 

Likewifc'I leave my teftimony againft the unfaithful; 
nefs of the watchmen of Scotland, for they have not fed 
the flO;Cjc, but fed themfelves. Therefore I, as at dying 
' man, muft tell you, that it will be a wonder, if everyc 

be honoured to be faithful, for your turning your backs 
on your mafter, when all men are fet againft him, and 
your feeking to fave y<?ur livesj when the Lord is calling 
you to fuffer, rather than to yield, or quit one hair of 
the truth. Ye think nothing to caU tyranny lawful ma- 
.g-iitracy, and by that ye fay, that all the martyrs, who 
•have fuffergd under tyraimy thefe twenty years, have 
fuffered juftly. If that word be true, there is no power 
but of God; then certainly ChaHes Stuaft's power muft 
not be of God ; for his unheard-of murders, .perjuries 
and adulteries. Now I fay,, thbfe who call him a magi- 
ftrate, they fay, that God is the author of fin, which is 
.horrid blafplremy ; and- 1 think, there are few miniftcrs 
in Scotland, who are free of that horrid fin, and are: not 
in fome fort guilty of their bretliren's blood 9 for ye are 
an upcaft to poor fufferers. Now therefore, 1 advife 
' you to repent, for I (hall wiflv you no wrong. I might 
fay much to that purpofe, but 1 fcall foxbeari only 1 dc- 

Crc 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



ofPatrich Formarr. . 147 

fire the Lord may forgive you, for your lukewarftmcfs^ 
neutiality, indiiFcrency, and finful liience, where there 
is none to ipeak for Jei'us Chriil. And now I advife you. 
that are his people, to take Warning from me as a dying 
man, not to join with - them, till their repentance be as. 
vifible as their fin hath been. O feek teachers from the. 
Lord, •for he' will not want miniflers, when he hath an. 
errand to fend thera. ' Wait on the Lord, for he dotli 
all things well. Now, my dear friends, who defire to 
live godly, look out for tribulation and affliftion, and 
th« fcourge of tongues, and the envy and malice of de- 
vils. The minifters will reproadi you and condemn you, 
and the wordly-wift^ profeflors will advife you to run at 
leifure, and not condemn the godly for their failings. 
It is true, i grant the • godly may fall and rife again ;. 
but alas! their *apoftaey in denying their maftcr, and*^ 
defending it, will be found very hard and terrible in 
the fight of the Lord. - , • 

Now, I muft not tarry* being furprifed with (hortnefs 
of time, having the king of terrors to grapplfe with. On-, 
ly this I fay, m»y dear friends^ make hafte, get your 
peace made with God, and in your ftations. contend for 
him ; labour to have nothing before your eyes but the 
glory of God, aiid ye (hall undoubtedly get employment 
of him ^ make it your main work to feek the Lbrd. And 
now, that I am to ftep out of time into eternity, I blefs 
the Lord for the way he hath taken with me, for all 
that I have met with, hath been in loving-kindnefs ; and 
I can fay, that from my experience, he hath been kind 
to me in nny wanderings and imprifonments ; irons and 
ftocks, have been made fweet to me, yea, evil company 
liath^been made ufeful to me. Yea, thefe antifcripturifts 
were made inftruftive to me ; fori faw thefe four men 
(I mean John Gib and his followers) were once as fair- 
ly on the way, by appearance, as any I knev«f ; but 1 fee^ 
gifts are ndt graces, and now I think they are hopelefs ; 
and I advife none that tenders the glory of God to med- 
dle with them ; for they are turned hoirid blafphemers, 
and deuiers of the fcriptures. Beware of thiem, for 1 
have no time to give you a particular account of them. 

Now my dear friends, farewel, with whom I have. 

been refrefhed many times ; the love of God he with 

you, and carry you ^through. Farewel holy fcriptures, 

wherewith 1 ^ave been comforted ; farewel praying ; 

N 2 farewel 
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farewel fweet imprifonments ; farewcl fweer ftocks aft* 
irons for Chrift's fake ; farewel wanderings and {wcet* 
veproaches for mj Lord's fake ;. fareWel fun, mooni and 
ftars; farewel day and night ; farewel all created com- 
forts. Welcome death ; welcortie galldws, i^r Chrtft's 
fake ; welcome eternity ; welcome angels ; welcome fpi-^ 
tits of iuft men made perfect ; welcome praifes tb4t fhall 
never have an end. There I (ball reft -through all the* 
ages of rtemity, in ImmanucPs land. Welcome Father, 
SoHf and Holy Ghoft, into thy hands I recdmmend my 
pirit. 

Sic/uBfcribsiurt 
PATRICK FORMAN. 

The kft Teftimony of Gain^i Farrig, whd fuffcred at the 
Gallowieei Edhiborj^i Oapber iolh, 1681. ' 

Dear Friends, 

IDfsiRx to blefs the Lord, that I anH fe^enced to be 
a martyr for Chrift and his caiife, by wicked men^ 
whofe anions prove what they arfe ; yet glory be to the 
name of God, that this day, I do not fuffer as an evil 
doer, but for theteftimony dfthe truth, in owning Jefiis- 
Chrift as head in his church ; yea, in the church of Scot- 
land, and not only fo, but covenanted to be fo, as he 
was with the children of Ifrael, In the figlit of the na- 
tions ; which covenant, made betwixt Jefus Chrift and 
this land, 1 blefsthe Lord, that, by his ftrength I have been 
enabled to own, befoi*e all thefe accufers of mine, cfpe- 
cially the' bloody committee, the bloody council, and the 
dreadful bloody aifizers of the people cf God, and giv- 
ers of them their fentenees of death, all inftttuted by 
Charles Stuart, who was once by his profeffion, and by 
his oath, an owneii^f that covenant. Now the grounds 
of my fentence are to be feen in my interrogations be- 
fore tlie committee, council, and jufticiary fo called. At 
which I was aflced,.If I owned ray former fpeeches ? 1 
faid. What I had faid, I had faid. But in cafe that any 
might think tllat I had heart-malice at him whom they 
call king, I told them 1 wifhed neither him nor them, 
nor their fouls, anymore evil nor I wifhed my own ; but 
fince he had broken the covenant with God, and turned 
out all our minifters, obtruded prelacy on the church,' 
atid overturned the whole work of reformation, I could 

not 
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iK>t own him as king, and them as jn^jges, feeing he and 
his emlffaries were proceeding to bring in popery inio 
the land ; and I difowned them as my judges, and to}d 
them, there was a day coming, wherein they and I would 
be an*algned before a judge, ere it was long, and recjive 
righteous judgment, and that I in that day would h<i a 
witnefs againft them for their unrighteous fentcnces a- 
gainft the people of God, and' £heir unrighteous proceed- 
ings againft us, no take away our lives for owning and 
adhering to the word of God, and our f worn covenants. 
And when I was aikfed again the fame queftioiis, I an- 
fwercd, what I had faid, I had faid ; for I h,id faid as 
much as would be lorthe woe and forrow of all prefent, 
except thofe that were penitent Now, let men judge 
whether or not it becomes any to own Charles Stuart as, 
king, and them as judges, feeing tlitiy have broken the 
covenant and overturned the work of reformation, and 
fhed fo much of the people of God iheir blood ; and not 
only fo, but alfo have, made a duke, popiih by profeilion,. 
heir to the crown, to be the door whereat they may re-. 
ceive popery into the land. For I think there ar^ none, 
but in f6me meafure they allow popery, that will not 
"Witnefs againft, and withftand him and them in their 
proceedings, efpecially that black teft, which that wick- 
ed parliament hath put forth amongft all their other pro- 
ceedings, thefe twenty years againft God, his work, and 
people ; whereof the overturning our miniftry and thurft- 
ing in of prelacy, 'the unlawful ads of indulgence fiift 
and laft, the killing and nrardering of the people of God, . 
in fields, and fcafFolds, and fcasy in one place and ano« 
ther, are a witnefs^ Q die great witnefs, that is, and 
will be ftanding againft the faid Cliarles Stuart, ^nd his 
unlawful council and parliaments, and all their proceed- 
ings ! The Lord in the fecond commandment threatens 
his wrath againft the children for the fathers iniquity, 
unto jhe third and fourth generations, of' them that hate 
him r and if the Lord vifit not the fucceflbrs of this ge- 
neration aforenamed \^rilh dreadful judgments, I am mif- 
taken ; yea, and all diefe that join and comply with them> ^ 
' ■ :her minifters or profefTors, I mean the indulged> and ' 
• hefe that bond with the enemies, or give them clats 

rear for their liberations, when they are brought ta 
•'Ci upon tlxe account of owning the truth ; or in any 

ner of way acknowledge them as magiftrates ;. I fay^. 
N 3 (without 
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(without repentance), I fee no vaj that they can mifs^ 
God's wrath. 

But I thhik, T need not infift much on tiiefe fubjefbs ; 
for all the warnings they have gotten, (which are ma- 
ny), by minifters and profcflbrs, one way or other, efpe- 
cially on fcaffblds, fmce Mr James Guthrie to this day, 
haye not been effeftual ; their aiftings prove them to be 
more hardened in their fin than when they began. 
Therefore,,! think it feems, that the Lord will either- 
-give them no more warnings, or elfe take them fliortly 
away, or both": indeed he may give them more warn- 
ings, but if ever they do the moft part of this generation 
any good, I greatly qaeftlon, I m.ean thefewhom 1 have 
named ; for I think, with feveral others who are gone 
before n^e, and are going off the ftageby death, that 
there will be dreadful judgments to follow on this gene- 
ration, for breach of covenant with God, and open re- 
bellion againft him, by thefe iniquitous la\Vs of theirs, in 
taking away the lives, liberties, and privileges of the 
people of God, and not only fo, but in making Charles 
Stuart head of the church, which becomes not him nor 
any mortal ; tor Jefus Chrift is head of his own church, 
and Lord over the confciences of mm. And as fof me, 
1 would not have my confcience tred by Charles Stuart's 
belt, nor any who are called his fubjedts, though I were 
to live-an hundred years ; no, though I could have the 

, whole world for my pains ; for I might as well tie nvf 
eonfcience to the devil' and my own coiruptions, as do 
it, by yiel4ing fubmiffion to his ijiiquitous laws, by either 

. bond or cefs, or any thing relating thereto. Now Fblefs 
the Lord, I hope, that he who hath led me hitherto, will 
lead me away from^ him, and his, and my own corrup- 
tions, and the devil, ere the tenth day of this month padis 
dvef. 

And as for my own particular iiitereft, I blefs the Lord, 
-I am in fome meafure, as clear of my intercft in Chrift^ 
as I am thajt my pen is writing on this paper; for I 
hope, that the Lord will carry me honourably through, 
and give me that which he hath prom'ifed ^ ay when I 
iiked him faith, he gave me faith, life, light, and a heart 
to believe, and love to him, and his glory, intereft, caufe, 
Covenant and work of reformation, and ftrcngth to ftand, 
and withftand my enemies inward and outward, • who 
Siany si tizne hsive affaulted and tempted me, ftrivmg to* 
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dVive me away to fin. Indeed it is true, I lived moft 
lewdly, ay till within a little more nor thefe four yearsr. 

if I could go to the ftage, blefling and magnifying the 
i.ordi that it hath pleal'ed him to bring me from the 
deviPs fire-fide, as it were, and draw me out to hear the 
gofpcl of Chrift ! I blefs the Lord, the firft field preach- 
ing that ever I heard, I entered in covenant with him to' 
follow him, though it fliould coii me my life : and at 3 
communion in Trongray in Galloway, I had the clear 
ihanifeftation of my interefi:. O free grace !.0 Irte 
love 1 O free mercy ! What am I, that he hath been fo 
kind to me ! O me 1 O poor me ! And not only fo, but 
alfo when he difcovered the evils of the woful iniiul- 
gence, from the , fupremacy, that he made it known to 
me, and alfo made me to ftand, and withftand that wo- 
ful' evil, and to join with that party, by the bond found 
upon Mr Richard Cameron, wliom he honoured to wit- 
nefs againft it ; and for this I dcfire to blefs hitti. O ? 

1 thinlc, it is Scotland's mercy this day, that he hath o* 
pened the eyes of the blind, to fee thefe abominatix>ns, 
efpecially among the minillers, I mean the indulged, 
and thofe who plead for them ! O ! Scotland's mercy 
hath been great, that ilotwithftaiiding of their rebelliofly 
aiid joining with rebels by that fupremacy, the Lord o- 
pened the eyes of the blind, to fee thefe abominationSf 
and to teftify againft them : O ! I fay, this is Scotland's 
mercy ; though fome msty think otherwife ; for if the 
Lord had not opened up that evil'to poor things, it had 
been a token that he would have gone his way, and not- 
owned his covenanted land anjr mote; but it is a t6keni 
for good yet to the land, that notwith (landing of all oui*. 
rebellions againft him by breach of covenant, htf conti- 
nues yet to dMcover to his people, what is fin and duty* 
And this alfo is a token that the Lord will not leave 
Scotland, though he may chaftife it Very fore ; his tak- 
ing the blood and lives of his faii\|ts, on fields, fcas and 
fcaffolds, to witnefs for bis covenants j for the blood of 
the martyrs, is .the feed of the church. And this is ano* 
ther token for good to the church, that there is a rem- 
nant, (though fmall), that is weeping and lamentii^g o* 
Tcr the broken cafe of the church, and over the uncon- 
ccmednefs of the people of God, or of thefe who fay 
they are the people of God, and that theto are io few to 
keep clean gsarmentsi and to wrefliei aod vicnefi argainfi^ 
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the fins of tht$ generation' of covenant breakers and u« 
furpers< O Sirs ! is not this a fweet cordial yet, for all 
that is come upon us ? O Sirs ! Take courage^ and plead 
with the Lord, and alfo, through his ftrength, plead 

' with your whoriHi mother, viz. the indulged, aild their 
deeds, which thfey have done, an4 thofe tliat plead for 
them. O plead, and plead in patience ; let not felf rife, ^ 
let not pailion rife and v^x you j be Ibber, be not foon 
angry; fear not reproaches; hut beware of giying the 
enemies, or profcfled friend^ juft ground of reproach ;. 
walk in xhk fight of God. and man both, without offence 
and reproach ; and then if men will be offended, let it 
be for your duty, and not for your fin. But O be ten- 
der of the glory of <>od : let there be no vain janglings " 
or foolifh and unlearned queftipns am«ng you, knowing 
that they gender ftrife. -Be tender one of another. Do 
not reprove every fmall circumllance, till ye have God 
with you in your reproof, and the thing be a known fin. 
Avoid evil* company, and rather draw yourfelves to 

^prayer when your aloncj and with company, when ye caa 
have the occafion,' and mifs no occafion \ for it will be 
the ready way to caufe the Lord leave you and the land ; 
and then, wo to you, ifrhe depart from you.. O .invite 
one another to prayer, efpecially young folks;: for I, 

^ think, if the Lord do good to this generation^ it will be 
to young folk. O babes and fuckllngs fet to the work ; 
for the Lord hi^th promifed, that out of the mouth of 
babes and fucklings, he will perfedl praife : Who knows 

' if ye be at your duty, but the Lord 'will yet fend teach- 
ers, who will fland in the gap to hold away wrath ^ but 
till the Lord fend -them, Hand in the' gap yourfelves ; 
and when ye have got them, lay not all the ftrefs upon 
them, left the lafl plague be worfe than, thjc firft. 

O keep warfare againfl corruptions, and the devil, in 
every thing. O do not make an idol of the godly, tho* 
they be really godly, zealous, judicious and prudent ; I 
do not mean the prudence that the deniers of Chrift and 
li^s Jkingly office mean. Let God be your ojily God,, 
and not another. Ufe all things to the life of edi tying, 
and ftrengthening one anothers hands. Ovm aad main- 
tain your .brother's juftcaiife, when II cpnics to an hear- 
ing, efpecially in the matters of G(-J ; a id reteivc ore 
another; but not to doubtful d'lVi't^iM ].<.• J;>i* • \': J 
Wid own tlie godly who an. pcrit ;r, t t;,' tj.* 
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faults and failinzSy providing thcjr be fatfiMe of their 
guilt ; ** for the Jlord maketh inore of one prodigfdi df 
of one lo(i £he«p tbat is come home, or is found, than he 
doth of ninety* nine, who went not aftray." So ought 
ye ta do among yourfclves ; but beware of any finfulu- 
nion. Do not grip after minifters till they at leaft come 
to take Up the work where Mr Donald Cargil left it. Ye 
win not find them honefl till ye find them io i -for I 
knew, there is none who will venture all for Chrift and 
his caufe, I me^n their lives, liberties, and fortunes, till 
they bcf fuch ; and thete are tione. but fuch who can be 
counted faitRfid, for he hath faid, «« he that loveth fa^* 
ther or mother, wife or Children^ houfcs or lands, better* 
than me, is not worthy of me \ and that they who do 
fo, cannot be my difciples :" Thercfore.ye muft of n6« 
ceffity look to thefe things among yourtelves, dll the 
Lord fend ihepherds who will fearch for the flock; amd 
not leave, nor tear the flock, in delivering them into th^ 
kand of their enemies, is wcf have the fad experience of 
it this day. O ! I would not be in the cafe of the mU 
Btfters of Scotland this day for the world; Confided 
Luke rvii. lo. So lifcewife when ^ou have done all theftf 
things, fay, we are Unprofitabk! fervants. Let the laW 
of God be your rule ; and wfen f e have done all to 
keep the law, yet confider, that it cannot merit any? 
good tiling, but you muft lean only to the mef-its and 
buffering ot Jefus Chrift :. But yet the law muft be ob^ 
fctved and obeyed* It is true, no mere mari is able 
perfedly to keep the comnaandmentB of God'; but \tt 
ttot this be yxmr ihare, for it is the fnare of many of thi»- 
generation. 

O Sirs ! ftudy the fcriptures ; walk by the ftri6hicfs of 
the law of God, and the liberty.of the gofpel of peace;- 
but do not abufe your liberty, to caufe the* way cf God 
be evil ipoken of. I fpeak as a dying man, that which 
I have learned from the word of God, and the turilinggf' 
of diipenfations. O ! he hnth taught me by his word 
and gofpel, ahci the teaching of his fpirit, many thing* 
that I cannot exprefs, not one of a thouland.. O ! he 
hath filled my mouth many a time '^v^th arguments, till 
I could go no further. 1 defire to fpeak it to the com- 
fiiendation of free grace. O if the enemies knew what 
true gtace were, they would not do as they do : But 
liuly I jhiijk, the judgment ftiall be teirible that they 

fiiall 
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(hall be tryfted with. O ! itf hath been weighty, to me^ 
to think on their dellrudlion and mifery, which I have 
thought upon many a time to be eternal ; x^d yet I have 
thought upon the other hand, that it was my duty, "when 
God's jufthce paflld the fentence, to fay, amen, (as it ' 
were), and fo have .deiired that the Lord would let his 
determination be execute upon them. Now, there needs . 
rone of the Aiffcring rcmn^int be difcouraged, for God 
is God, and his word is his word i and there is no chgnge 
of times, nor alteration of difpenfations, but the word 
will clear all, in fome place of it, and there is nO fin that 
can be committed, but tlicre is a reproof in the word of 
God to fuit 5 nor one objedJon in the heart, but there is 
an anfwer for it from the word i So ftudy the word of 
God, and implore his prcfence? in reading of it* 

Make much ufe of tke confeflion of faith, the larger 
and fhorter catechifm ; mind our covenants national and 
folemn league. Be not drawn away with the tyranny 
and perjury ef the time. Know that God is God, and 
that he will not fit with the wrongs he hath gotten by 
the tyranny arid perjury of thefe men } I. mean him. 
whom they pall fupreme magiftrate Charles &uar.t, and 
thefe under him. God be thanked, his church is well 
quit of him, though a gallows be fet up for the church, 
and all the Jews : yet, it is like, Haman muft have a 
fwing of his own weight on the gallows he hath prepar- 
ed, or elfe fome difgracefuller death. Mind Ruthergleix 
teftimony'and Sanquhar declaration, aind the papers, 
found at the Ferry : do not think that thefe will fall to 
the ground. Mind* our martyrs teftimonies, and every 
thing confiftent with, the word of God. Do not think 
but God will be about with this generation, for letting 
fo fight of fuch things, and caftjng them behind their 
backs. For I declare, I adhere to every found writing, 
that is according to the word of God, be the author who 
will; I fay, 1 declare it as a dying man. Indeed this 
generation think no better fport, than to take any perfon 
and caft him intoprifon, and if they but find, when they 
have fearched them mpft barbaroufly, a paper that t^ere 
is any religion in, be they man or wonvan, lad or lafs, 
prefently^they impeach them with treafpn j^yea, but I am, 
fure of thiis, that God wilbnot fit with fuch things, but 
he will be about with them, be who they will/ O ! but 
it is fad to fee fuch things j this land doubtkfs is ripen- 

, Digitized by VjOOQIl 



9f David Farrie, " 15-5 

ing for a* fir6ke, and a^ judgment will purftle it. O ! 
who would have thought that Scotland would have quit 
with their covenanted God, and have trode upon all who 
have the image of God, in afty manner to be fecn in 
5hem. It is true, all things work to the good of them 
that love him : It is this that makes a prifon, a banifh- 
ment, a gallows (where none ufes to be hanged but mur- 
derers) fweet indeed. They think it will be for our dif- 
grace, ignominy and ihame, to take us to the Gallowlee 
to be e^Eecote ; but they are all beguiled, it will be for 
our honour j our God is wife enough for all that. Tkey 
think it is the difgrace of the Prefbyterian-s in Scotland, 
to have our heads hanging, and to 1>e hanged up before 
the fun. Nay, but they are all beguiled ; for it will be 
recorded from one generation to another, that there was 
a party of itiinifters and people, who fealed the covenant 
with their bipod, ' and their heads were fet up for a to- 
ken of the Lordis kindhefs to -the land. But fov my 
part, I ^think myfelf unworthy ^o be reckoned among 
fuch, yet I hope tl^at it fhall be faid amongft them in 
thefe days, that if Aere had not been a party to fuffer in 
our cities, they would have had nothing but vile Popery 
in the land ; and will be rejoicing that ever there was 
aay to faifer'for Chrift in Scotland. O Scotland! is 
there any land fo highly honoured as tho)i art ? None 
that is to be feen or heard of; but yet thou haft been of 
all nations the moft treacherous and bloody. Was there 
ever a land fo blood-thirfty ! '. \ 

I can fay no more,- but O be eameft w;ith God-, and 
do not leave oflF ypur duty, or otherwife.I can fee nothing, 
but that the dreadful judgment of G©d (hall both pur- 
fue you and the land; indeed if ye remain at your duty, 
it may be that ye fhall prevail with the Lord, both for 
yourfelves and for the land. But I muft leave you to 
him, who is your God, to lead and guide you in all truth 
and^honcfty, both towards God and man. So I leave 
you to him. Now, farewel thou vile Scotland i farewel 
thou highly honoured Scotland ; farewel ye nicnds in 
Chrift, and all friends and acquaintances ; farewel life, 
.and liberty in this life. Welcome Chrift, heaven, and c- 
teroal falvation, for ever and ever. 
• Zic fubfcrihitur^ 

DAVID lARRIE. 

3 - The 
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Tbe U&: Speech and Tcftimony oi James Sf swart, wbofuf* 
fered ac the Gailowlee, JBdinbargh, O^ober jio. i66i. 

■ * 
Dear Friends, 

I BEING it! prjf(inforChrift, andhis perfeeutedcaufe, 
though iome nay fay otherways, yet 1 do not care 
w^hat they fay, for I have had, peace in my fufFerings. 
Bat fome will be ready to fay* that it was an imprudent 
and an unfure aAion, and fo might; have been foipborne : 
And fuppofe it be fo, it is not -the head of my fuffering, 
for it was not that upon which I was ftaged for the trutn« 
the next day after I was taken, being brought before a 
committee ; though indeed I was not fo free as I fliould 
have been. There is a paflage, Afts xxi. of Paul's go- 
ing up to Jerufalm, which fome (ay, he might hav« fgr* 
borne, but more efpecially his going up to the temple, 
and dding thefc things which are acceding to the law ; 
|xe might, I fay, have forborne this, and walked con- 
fonant to his former prad^ice, dodrine and writings : but 
though his going to the temple was the occafion of 
his taking, yet not the head of his fu£Fering, fo, 1 iay, 
though that which I did in relieving my brother, was the 
occafion, yet my fuffering. was ftated on another head, 
But I cannot fee, how it is as ye fay : for I, feeing it 
my duty, and finding opportunity, had a clear call for 
all that I did. And besides all that, we being bound in 
covenant to defend and maintain one another,, we are 
bound as well to relieve one another out of.prifon, when 
there is a probability feen. But I need not Aand much 
in making this out, it being the way that the I^ord took 
to bring me to my fuffering ; and I am heartily coBtcnt 
with my lot, and defire with my foul to blefkhim for it. 
Though i was dreadfully afpeded when that bond of 
liberation was aflFered to us, for thotigh fomt had clear- 
Bcis to take it, yet I could never have thoughts of tak» 
ing it in peace ; and I blefs the Lord who kept aony hand 
from it : it was npther fircngth nor (harp-iightednefe la 
me, that withheld me from yielding to the temptation J 
but the Lord hath (hewed himfelf j^racioufly favourable 
and kind unto me, now when I am- fet up like abaa£00 
upon the top of an hUl, and the eyes of many being ^' 
pon roe, ar d all^e wondering at me, and calling nxe 
diibraftedy and faying, I am a fool, but I have aU the 

fcnft* . 
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feiifes that ever I had, though diftrefled, yet I defpair 
not. Neither am I fuffering as a fopl ; for I know aflu- 
rcdly, this is the way to obtain the promife. There is 
nothing in it meritorious, I confefs ; for all jny fuflFering 
he may put nie into hell ; but I fay, the fuffering bf re- 
proaches and the fcourge of tongues, is a fymptom or 
mark of his way, when it is for his fake, Matth. v. ir. 
Bleifed are ye when men fhall revile you, and fpeak all 
manner of evil againft you, and perfecute you for my 
name's fake. It is for hisr name's fake that I am fuflper- 
ingf and this confirms me of it, Matth. x. 22. Ye fhall 
be hated of all men for my name's fake ; but he that en- 
dureth unto the end, fhall be faved.* 

Naw, it is for Chrifl's kingly office that I am fuffering ; 
and this being the main head on which my fuffering is 
dated, even that great truth, viz^ Jefus Chrift is King 
and head of Zion, I defire and charge you to beware of 
mifconftruifting my fufferings, and faying, that I was 
faffwing for difowmng of authority, and declining of 
judges; for it isnotfo, I being a prefbyterian in* my 
judgment, and owning both magiftracy and miniftry, ac- 
cording to the word of God, and as he hath ordainsd 
them: but if Charles Stuart'^ authority be according to 
the wqrd of God, I am miflaken. If he be eiercifihg 
his power,' to the terrifying of evil doers, and then en- 
couraging them that. do well, I die in an error. I fay, . 
beware of your judging, for I am a prefbyterian in my 
judgment, and a member of the church of Scotland, and 
am to feal it with my blood. 

I adhere to that bleffed tranfaiflion between the Father 
and the Son, tliat holy device devifed frofti all eternity, 
the Father to fend his fon, and the Son to come and 
fatisfy divine jaftice, and fo redeem loft miin. - I adhere 
to all the Scriptures of the old and new Teftaments, 
which are all (landing in force until this day, and obli- 
gatory upon us, except the ceremonial law, with a part 
of tlie judicial, which is now abrogate and abdlilhed by 
our Lord's coming, he being the end gf the law. I ad- 
here to our glorious work of^ reformation, Confeffion of 
Faith, larger and fhorter Catechifms, acknowledgment 
' of li'.s, juid engagement to duties, though they hz abuf- 
c.J .J . ' 7>iiiVrytiftrLi<5led by many. And I adhere to the 
;iij 'i' iKvir../ kiowleilge, wherein is held forth the life . 
and TA-^. ro'.v c f rtli:;iQn. I adhere* to all the teftimonies 
O that 
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that have been given. Mr Guthrie, Argyle, and Wa- 
riftoun, they gave in their teftimony according to the 
light that the Lord gave thciri; and I do, not condemn 
iheir teftimony, as Tome fay, for at fome times the Lord 
^ives more light than at other times ; fo it cannot be faid, 
that we contradidt or difown their teftimony, though it 
hath pleafed the Lprd, through Continuance of time ; to 
give more light of the abounding' abominations that are 
Sill growing and abounding in this generation ; and fo 
whatever they omitted through want of that light, which 
it hath pleafed the Lord to let us fee, makes no contra- 
diaion. I adhere to.tlie Rutherglen and Sanquhaf de- 
claratiqns. I adhere to the paper found upon Mr Rich- 
ard-Cameron at Airfmofs,, July %2. 1680. I adhere to 
the papers that were found at the Queensfcrry upon 
Henry Hall, t adhere to any writings that are accord- 
' ing to the word of God, for truth is truth, come by 
whom it will. Now, as a dying man, I adhere to all 
thefc things. I having received an unjuft fentence from 
men, for owning and adher,ing to the fame, and for pro- 
tefting againft the inb ringing of popery, to defile the 
land. And likewife upon thefe accounts, I difown 
Charles Stuart to be my king and fovereign. Firft, be- 
caufe of that hellifti ad: of fupremacy, and that ^£t re- 
fciffory, whereby they have overturned" and wrefted all 
the laws, ails and conftittftions of the land : for \n the 
forefaid a<5l, he aiTumeth that unto himfelf which belongs 
properly to our Lord and Mafter, and fays, that he rules 
over all things both fpiritual and temporal ; and tlien, 
when he hath made himfelf fupreme over all things,^ he 
refcinds the laws that are of God, and fets up other laws, 
to {atisfy his own lufts, in murdering, killing and de- 
ilroying the Lord's people ; and this is the rcafon why 
I difown him : and likewife his dreadful perjury and 
blafphemy in his covenant breaking. I decline them as 
judges, for the opening a door *to popery, which they 
have done, by receiving that popiQi duke in amoi^ them, 
v/hich I proteft and leave my teftimony againft ; it being 
contrary to our engagements to fuffer papifts to dwell a- 
:piongft us, and to have a profeft papift to ufurp over us, 
it being repugnant to our "principles. I leave my tefti- 
mony againft; prelacy, it being a limb of that antichrift- 
lan whore of Rome. I leave my teftimony ^ga^jift alL 
the abominations of this generation, as blafpehming of 
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tht holy name of the Lord, drunkenncfs, dealing, whor- 
ing, Sodomy, and all' manner of uncleannefs. I leave 
my teftimony agatnft (ilent and unwatchful minifters. 
Remember, there are many taken away, and it is to be 

' feared, in their iniquity, ;' and do ye think that ye are 
free of their blood ? Ye may look Avhat warning ye have 
given, and if it be faithful ; then ye may fay, that ye 
are^ not guilty; But there is not a minifler this day, who . 
dares fay, he is at his duty. .They refafe to give counfel 
when alked at, as I myfelf can witnefs ; for when that 
lib^eratiiu was granted^ 1 fcnt to one of them, and charg- 
ed him, as I judged him faithful, to tell me his mind^ 
•which he refufed j and fard, filence might fcrve for an 
anfwer, I wa^^not fuffcring for truth." But I heartily 
forgive him, and ail men, whit they have done to me, 
as for my own particular j but how they have reproach- 
ed Chrift and his way, it is not mine to forgive them. 

O the minhfters of Scotland are become light and 
treacherous perTons, as well as revolteiS ; they are be- 
come ravening wolves 5 fo I cannot fee, how they have ' 
not unminiftered themfelves. If Abiathar was turned 
out of th^rieft's office for leaving David, and following 
Adonijah, how. much morp ought the minifters ,of Scot- 
land, for leaving of him, who is^hc true head of the 
church. • 1 have no doubt, but ire long, there fhall come 
out fire from Abimelech, a;id deftroy the men of She- 
chem, and fire from them, and devour him. And ere 
long, Mr Donald Cargil, and Mr Richard Cameron, 
their pames that now ftink among minifters and profef- 

• fors (hall have a fweet fniell ; and thcfe that calumniate 
and afperfe them, their names ihall go away as a ftink,' 
and fly away with a fmoke ; but I am fure, that that 
now glorified martyr Mr Donald Cargil, his name (hall 
laft from generation to generation ; and he (hall have 
caufe to rejoice in his king, head and m after /who is Je- 
fws Chrift ; when thofe who condemned him* (hall not 
know where to flee for Ihelter, and (hall be weary of 
their head, king and mafter, who is Charles Stuart ; and 
what brethren (difafFe6Ved as they were) did caft upon 
liim as a fham^, was his glory and decorement. He 
was of a high heroic. fpirit,^ and was free of a bafe and 
Simonian carriage. He was a man ha'^^d of his breth- 
ren ;^ut the great Elijah in his time was fo. Time and 
tongue would fail me to (peak to his condemnation. He 
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was the man who carried the ftandard, without the help 
of any vifible : but he had the help and affiftance of his 
Mailer, at whofc command he was ay wandering here 
without refidence, yet knew of one above, and had full 
ailurance of his dwelling-place. 

I leave my tcUimony agiiinft uplifting, or caufmg up- 
lift ccfs or excife, cr any thing, for the maintaining that 
tyrant, cr any of his cmiifaries ; it being for nothing, 
but maintaining thtlc ruffian ti copers and foldiers, '^ho 
are kept for nolbing, but to fupf rcfs and bear downihe 
gofpel, and banifh a cut of the land. 1 lcav« my teili- 
niony againfl all declaration-takers and bonders, efpecial* 
ly the Uikirig tliat bond of liberatim as ihcy call it, of 
the dale of -Auguft 5. 1660. as far as they were con- 
vinced it was fm, as fomc of themTelvcs faid it was. I 
leave ray tefliniony againft that tcft,-and all the reft of 
iheir proceedings, and afts of parliament. I leave my 
tcftinicry againft jailor- fee paying ; it being an acknow- 
kdcincni: of their tyranny to be lawful, which how un- 
jull it is, I have a proof among others ; fcr that night 
tliat I was before York, and the. reft, being O^lober ift, 
l68iv I Icing examined by Sir.Gcorge M*Kentie, York 
and Mr William Paterfon coming unto me, when I was 
filent, tnd would not anfwer to feme things they afked 
at me, he threatened to take out my tongue with a pair 
of pincers, if I would not :- And ;he held him as a wit- 
rcfs againft me. And though I told him, that he was 
a judj^e the other night, and would he hold him as a 
w itnei's againft-us beu^re your jufticiary ? yet they did it ; 
which was neither according to law nor reafon. If there 
were no more but ih^t one paffage, it proves them to be 
unjuft judges, as there are many worfe than that is» I 
leave my teftimony againft the mounting of militia, and 
iTf'liftrrg of mc ney for Lis fervice. 1 leave my teftimony 
againft every thing that may ftrengtlien his bands, or 
weaken the Lane's cf the people, of the Lord. 

Now, I defire you, as a dying man, who am within 
forty-eight lioiirs, or little more, of eternity, to difovm 
Charles otuart to be \ci.r king and fovereign. I charge 
yon fo to do, as you would have peace with God ; for I 
never kntwwhat true peace was till I did it, and took 
Jefi.s Chilft ft r my J[fing and Lawgiver. This is not 
that I dffown kings cr kingly ^goverament, for I ON^n 
oth J but when their aftions are fuch as his are, and a 
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covenanted king as he was, we cannot in confclence yield 
to him J for he hath murdered the Lord's people our 
brethren: and when we acknowledge even his civil au- 
tliority, I cannot fee what w?iy we are clean of their 
blood, it being by a Ihadow of law and authority that 
he takes away their lives j and fo we cannpt own him in 
that ; and to own him in ecclefiaftic matter^, \ think 
there will be none fo abfurd, as to fay, we fliould do 
that, he having nothing to do in church matters : he on- 
ly received the fjeptre in his hand, to be hedge about, ' 
and to defend her againft all oppofitLon, and now ye may 
.fee how he hath deftroyed'her, inftead cf defending her. 
1 give you in (hort, and defire you to ponder and con- 
iider it, and ye will not find me fo mad, as many of you 
fay I am ; for I am not prodigal of my life, neither have 
-I a hand in niy own death ; for I love my life as well 
as my neighbouis, and it is as dear to me as any of yours 
is to you': but when it comes hi competition with my 
Lord's truths, I dare not feck to fave my life with pre- 
judice thereunto. Neither am I wearied of my life, 
though it is *triie indeed, there is nothing here to be 
coveted, that is not enough to weiiry one, neither am I 
wearied of it ; therefore I charge you, that ye do not 
brand me with afperfions when 1 am gone. I leave my 
hlopd on all the affi^crs, who after we had given in our 
proteftation againft all their proceedings, both ia their 
council and jufticiary, and told th^m, that it was for no 
a<5tion that we were fuffering, but only on the matters of 
confcicnce and judgment that we were panneled ; yet 
notwithftanding of our charging them with bur bloody 
they moft unjuftly took away oiir lives. Do not think 
think this fl9wsfiom a fpjrit of malice, fpite, bitternefsjor 
revenge ; fori defire to blefs the Lord, I am free of the 
rpirit of bitternefs of revenge : but they take away my 
life without and againft any jaft law ? I cannot get^ it 
pa/fed. Do not think that I am enthufiaftic, and ta1ce 
on me a bare impulfe of the Spirit for a call to fufFer on, 
or the word as it lies literally, for a call; for it is not 
fo ; I having defired and ufed feme endeavours, though 
it has been in great weaknefs, I confefs ;' yet I dare fay, 
in fomc refpedl, my defire to the Lord about it hath been 
Ancere, that he would help me to'get his word and my 
own confcience confulted, and try the word by the fpirit, 
and the fpirit by the word ; for it is but a dead letter 
O 3 without 
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without tlie fpirit. Anii likevvifeiny bloo'd Is lymg, and 
V9\\\ be heavy on that popiih duke- And I will not fay 
but the Lord will permit him toufurp the crown of Scot- 
land, but the blood that he hath got to welcome him 
home to it, and to fatisfy his own luft, will weigh him 
down from' the throne ; but indeed, 1 fear, that he get 
his dcfign drawn to a great length, and get the ark car- 
1 ied awray, even to your appreheniion, out of Scotland ; 
but remember the Philiftiiies carrying away Che ark, and 
the men of Bethfhemefh looking into it;, how the Lord 
fniote them ; and fo I think, when they have got the 
kirk-banifhed and dcftroycd, and the witncfles all killed, 
when they will look on the church as carried clean away, 
and thereupon (hiill turn fccure, will not the Lord b^ a- 
venged on them, and charge them with all the blood 
they have fo heinoufly llied ? But indeed we have deferv- 
ed no lefs than the Lord's leaving of this land, and to 
give them into the hands of our enemies : but as long as 
there is no appearance of a better church in the whole 
world, ye need not fear that the Lord will enhance Scot- 
land's right of a church to any other. ^He fuffered the 
- children of Ifrael many a time to fall into, and ly under 
the hands of their enemies ; but he never forfook them 
altogether, until there came a better in their place* Like- 
wife my blood is on all thefe parliainenters and counsel- 
lors, and thefe of the jufticiary, as they call it. 

Now, deur friends, I am going to eternity, ere it be 
long, /rom whence I cannot return ;_ and as a dying 
" man, I give you warning, and bid you take heed what 
you are doing. Be tender of the glory of God, and take 
no unlawful gate to Ihun fufFering, nor finful fhifts to 
come by the crofs. But when there is a crofs lying in 
the way, fee that ye feek not to go about it ; and ven- 
ture upon fufFering before finning ; for he never fent 
any a warfare upon-their own charges. If any knew 
the fweetnefs of a prifon, they would not be fo afraid to 
enter upon fuffering ; ye would not join with the Lord's 
enemies as ye are doing. O dear friends, take warning 
now, for it is a queftion if ever ye %tXi any more war- 
nings of this kind: for it is a fad jundiure that your lot 
and mine is f*illen into; but now I am. going away 
home. O ! the Lord is kind to me, who haih honour- 
ed me fo highly, aiKi is alfo taking me aw^y from the 
evil that is to corae : For, indeed I think, there are fad 
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days abiding poor Scotland. Sirs .''be bufy, and ren- 
tiire all upon him, and put all in bis hand ; and what- 
ever yon have been, let not that fear you; if you have 
been a great (inner, I fay, let not that hinder you from 
coming to* him, and clofmg with him ; for the greater 
finnef you be, the more free grace is magnified in re« 
claiming you. I iliay fpeak tliis from my own expe- 
licnce ; for I was as a brand plucked out of the fire : 
and he hath brought me through many difilculties, temp- 
tations andfnares, and made my foul efcape as a bird 
out of the cunning fowler's net, and brought me to a 
prifon at lengthy to fuflFcr bonds for him. He made all 
things fweet to me, the company fweet to me, even bad 
company J he made reproaches fweet. I have been made 
•to wonder at his kiqdnefs and love to me-ward ; and 
now he hath brought me this length, without being fear- 
ed what enemies can do to me, and that is a great con- 
firmation to me of time love, that per fetSt. love. calls out 
fear. Now, he is faithful into whofe hands I, commit 
zny fplrit and foul, and he will keep it againil that day. 
Now when I am going, fcrewel all friends and Chrif^ 
tian acquaintances; farewel fweet and. holy fcriptures, 
wherewith my foul hath been refrefhed ;. fare \f el reading, 
(inging, and praying ; farewel fweet meditation ; fare- 
wel fun, moon, and flars ; farewel all created comforts. 
Welcome death; welcome angels ; welcome fpirits of 
juft men made perfed ; welcome eternity ; welcome 
praifes j welcome immediate vifion of the fun of rightcous- 
.nefs. 

Sic fuhferib'Uur^ 

JAMES STEWART. 

The la ft teftimony of Robert Gray in Northumberland, 
who fuflPered for the truth, in the, Grafs-market of E- 
dinburgh, M^y I9' '1682., 

His interrogations by a committee of the council, May 13. 

ROBERT GRAY being called before the chancel- 
lor,, and a cdmmittee of council, appointed for 
public affiiirs, and interrogate, If^he kn^' John Ander- 
foil prifonerat Dumfries ? He declared, he did not know 
him, but had writ a letter to him ; and that letter being 
produced to him, he owned the fame, as he teftified un- 
der 
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kJcr his hand write and fubfcription, at the end thereof. 
And being afked, if he thought qf the king and govern- 
ment, as is expreffed in that letter ? He faid, he did, and 
he owned that in his judgment. And being afkcd, if he^ 
thought the king a tyrant ? He faid, he had written fo, 
and owned it, and that he wrote this letter to John An- 
derfon^ as his duty to his brother. 

Follows the forefaid letter, which Was all the ground- of 
his indictment. 

Dear Friends, 

I RECEIVED yours, and am much refreflied to hear 
of any this day, that is holding by the truth, and is 
helped to wiinefs again ft the wrongs done to our Lord 
and i;nafter, which is the main thing that we are called ta 
at this time, by which God is glorified, and which (hall 
bring peace to us at the en4 of the day. As in anfwer 
to that, about owning this tyrant in ecclefiaftic in^tters, 
I hope, it is without all doubt and debate, with all the 
zealous exercifed Chriftians 4n Scotland, that he fhould 
not be owned at all in it, whatever the time-fcrvers, that 
will fail with any wind that blows, do, we are not con- 
cemed ; who are like Efaii, who fold liis birth-right for 
a mefs of pottage.' And as for owning him in civil 
things, to me it is very clear, now as matters are ftated, 
that he fhould not be owned : In a word, for his breach 
of the civil law*, his pardoning and fetting free murder-' 
ers aiWl bougerers, and murdering of poor innocents, and 
making his will a law, and placing none in public truft 
but thefe that have taken that black teft, utterly to dif- 
own the whole • work of reformation ; with which way 
I cannot meddle direftly or indire^ly, without faying a 
confederacy with them. 

There might be more faid upon this head, if time 
would permit ; but I think thir, with what our late wor- 
thies did in cafting this tyrant oflT, and Cut of the church, 
might give full fatisfadion not to own them in anything, 
feeing they have a<fted for the devil more dian ever ; 
and it has profpcred more in their hands than formerly. 
Indeed, if we confuh men at this time in the matters of 
godlirtefs, no wonder we be in the dark ;> but O bev^lre 
of that, and fly to the holy word of God. Beware Cf 
looking out at any back-door, or halting betwixt two cv 
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pinions ; for of a truth there is a halting this day, that 
•will not be approven of God, in meddling with this irfa^ 
lignant party diredly or indiredlly. It is a thojifand to 
one if they fee it. As anent Barfcob, and Major Ler- 
xnont, they got their fentence on 1' riday laft, to die on 
the «8. of this inftant', and other two, Hugh Micklc- 
wraith, and Robert Fleming, got their i'entence on that 
day too, and fliould- have died on this Wednefday laft ; 
but they have got a remiilion to the 28 day, and it is re- 
ported, that Barfcob' and the reft have .offered to take 
the teft, and they h^ve fent up to the tyrant on that ac- 
count, to fave their lives ; and as for John M*Clurg and 
R. N. there is no word yet what they will do with them ; 
I (hall give you an account afterwards. My foul is 
grieved to fee the treachery that is ufed in the matters 
o€ God among the prjibners, and their feeking finful 
fhifts to Ihun the cro/'s of Chrift. O dear friends, feek 
to be kept ftedfail in the day of triaL Now, I can fay 
no more ; but leaves you in his hand, who have brought 
■ you to the trial,, and can carry you cleanly through it. 
I reft, your fellow- pfifoner and friend.^ 

ROBERT GRAY. 

The laft Teftimony of iJo&r/Grtf> ' ^ 

Men and Brethren, 

I HAVING got ray fentence of death from men mere- 
ly for adhering to my principles, and have no matter 
offafttoprove againft me ; but only adhering to the 
truths of Jefus Chrift, and teftifying againft thtir finful 
laws and a<n;ions, which my indi«5tment will teftify. They 
take^away my Jife for declining tjieir authority, and call- 
ing Charles Stuart a tyrant, and fpeaking againft their 
teft, that they have made to overturn the whole work of 
reformation, in calling it the Black Teft. Now many 
may condemn me, and no doubt do, in my writing that 
letter to -John Anderfon, whom I own as my brother in 
Chrift, fiiffering upon the fame beads in Dumfries prifon. 
1 do not much care.what the time-fervers fay \ but I hope 
none of the zealous exercifed Chriftians in the land that 
are concerned wfth the wrpngs dose to their Lord and 
Maft^r Jefus Chrift, will do it ; I having a right call 
to do what 1 did, he writing to me, and I giving him 
an anfwer, in which I have great peace, notwiihftanding 
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It has brought me upon the trial, and my God has own- 
ed me in it. And let fuch as will condemn me, min,d 
that fcrij tnrei It is God that juftifieth, who is he ^at 
condenmeth ? I blef*s the Lord, that ever I was honour- 
c'd to tclHfy againft t^e wrongs done to my Lord and 
Mafter Jefus Chrift, either by word or write. O won- 
der ! what am I, that ever he fhould have choftn the 
like of me, who have been one of the vileft of finners ! If 
the world had feen me as he faw me, they would not 
have chofen me, no, not to have kept company with : 
But O wonder, that his condelcending love has not on- 
ly taken me to be afervant, but to be one of the children 
of the faniily ! and has faid to me, as John xiv. 19. Bc- 
caufe I live, ye (hall lif e»alfo. He has chofen me, and 
not I him, John i. 15. Ifa. xlviii. 10. Behold, I Have 
refined thee, tut not witii (ilver ; 1 have chofen thee in 
the furnace of afftidion, for mine owh fake, even for mine 
owTi fake will I do it. NoW, I had his promifc before 
ever I came to a prifon, that he fhould honour me. As 
- Pfal. xci. 14. 15. Becaufe he hath fet his love upon me, 
thcrefoje will I deliver him ; I will fet him on high, be- 
caufe he hath known my nam^. . He fliall call upon me, 
and I will anfwer him ; I will be with him in trouble, I 
will deliver him, and honour htm: Now, thU is the 
ground upon which I have walked, and the grip I have 
got, which I have holden till now ; I mean, when t co- 
venanted with my God, to take him upon the terms of 
his offer.. It is a year bygone, being the firft week of 
May, 1 681. fince I perfonally fubfcribed my name to 
be the Lord's ; for before that I played many times fall 
and loofe with God, for which I take (hame and con- 
fufion of face to myfelf, (which is my' due), but ifincc I 
.' have been kept^rce of what formerly I was guilty of, 
though the aflaults of Satan have n'^t been wanting. I 
durft not look back, nor yet take my word again ; but 
defired'to aft and contend for my Lord and Mafter Jefus 
Chrift's rights, and not to quit them to any, which he 
helped and owned me in. 

O dear friends, all of you th^t are contending for 
Chrift's truths, get once a right in himfelf, and ye can- 
not then, nor dare not but contend for him : But wbJl« 
ye are in the dark about your intereft, ye can nevcrwalk 
upon fure groimds ; but like a man walking in the dark, 
that has hopes of getting to his" lodging, but knows not 
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•die way : And the thing tliat deals many of this genera- 
tion off their feet, is, they go to feek the way from otfiers 
that are alfo in the dark of it' themfelves, and they feek 
the way from men, ^and follow the example of men, be- 
caufe they think they are godly men, and by their prac- 

• ticethey think they haye the image of God ; and becaufe 
of that they follow them,, and take their advice, and do. 
,what they do, thinking they cannot do wrotig ? hut I am 
clear of it, .that is not the way of God in this dark day, . 
to feek it from blind guides, and not from the true guide 
Jefus Chrift, who is given for a leader and a commanded* 
to his people^ and qught to be led hj none, nor have 
counfel from none but himfelfj for the Spirit of God 
fays; Ifa. xxx. i. Wo to the rebellious children, faitli 
the Irord, that take counfel, but not of me ; and that 
cover with a covering, but not of my Spirit, that they 
inay add fin to fm ; and walk, and go down into Egypt, 
and have not aiked at my mouth. O but this is the very, 
thing, that I have feen at this day, efpecially fince I came 
to prifon. O the treachery againft God, which has been 
there, which was my only burden and grief, and made 
xne weary of the prifon, and dcfire to be gone ; they tak- 
ing counfel from men, .and placing vile and unworthy 
men, to agent and plead for tliem in Chrift's matters, 

' 3nd dare not truft him with it themfelves;* and fo it is 
xio wonder, that he leave them, and they go a black 
gate. I take the walls of the Canongate tolbooth to be 
-witnefs againft the wrongs done to my Lord and Matter 
Jefus Chrift there, both before and finf e ; and I take the 
.£Ood .maintenance they have had, to *\'itnefs to their 
£onfcience at the great day of accounts. They had never 
xeafon to complain of wants, or to fay, that our Lord 
was a hard mafter; and yet they wrong him, moft 

- treacheroufly and cunningly hiding from the eyes of the 
world their compliance with their agents j and like the 
whore, wiping their mouth, and faying they have done 
no evil, and faying, they have peace, t) bat -my foul 
trembles to think of that peace, to feek peace with the 
ehemies ef God, and fay, they have peace in it. L^t fuch 
ash Jive meddled, or aremeddling withthefe perjured men, 
Tee that fcripture as anent their peace, Ifa. lix. 8. They 
have made ihem crooked paths ; whofoever goeth there- 
in (hall not know peace. And I am convinced of it, that 
tliefe that meddle with them diredtly or indiredly, when 
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called to witnefs for truth, or-^ftaged thereupon, and 
yield to them in their defires that are fmful, (hall b^ak 
their peace with God, and fliall hinder thcmfelves to get 
the bargain made with him ; and if they have made it, it 
will be very much if the bargain (land, without drawing 
a new engagement, and deep mourning for the wrongs 
done to him : For our Lord is now taking a narrow look 
of Scotland y- and feeing who did put the hand to the 
plough to carry on the work of reformation, to banifk 
popery out of Scotland ; and now he is feeing who is 
countenancing popery, and this popilh duke, that has 
gotten in his foot' in Scotland, which will be th'ei>lacke(l 
light ever poor Scotland faw : But wh6eyer of the'noblcs 
or gentry of the land is guilty ; yet I will aflure ydu> as. 
fure as the Lord is in heaven, miniilers, yea, prefby tcrian 
minifters, are not free of popery's coming into the land ; 
becaufe they have not tcftified againft it, who (hould have 
fet the trumpet to their mouth, and have given faithful 
.warning, and fo they would have delivered their own 
fouls and the fouls of others, whereas now poor things 
are enfnared ; but their blood will be required at mi- 
nifters hand : and ye that are old wily profeffors, that 
have taken the lee-fide of the brae,^ and are advifmg others 
to do fo, ye are not free of the innocent blood Hied in 
Scotland, -and the lofs of poor fouls, becaufe of your 
praiftice of feeming piety and holincfs, fo ye blind their 
eyes, and what ye do, that is a godly man, in the town 
and country parifhes, in ji^oing to hear the curates, that 
have taken that black teft, or any other thing, because 
ye do It to fave your gear, they follow your pra<ftice ; 
1)Ut affure yourfelves, the lofs of t^icir fouls will be re- 
quired at your hands, who are rini^-leaders in an evil 
courfe, be who ye will, in prifon, or out of prifon ; our 
Lord is now near his coming, and is begun to tread upon 
Scotland's feai, and will within a little tread upon the 
necks of his enemies, and com^* and deliver his church, 
which I die in the faith of: But it will be a coftly de- 
livery. 

Now, I adhere and give my teftimony to that glorious 
work of reformation, -in reforming tiilitland from popery. 
And I adhere to the national covenant and folcmn league 
and covenant, CbnfefliDn of Faith, larger and fhorter 
Catechifms, ackno^ledgivcnt of f\ns and engagtnDcntto 
duties. I adhere to the teftimonics of oHr wortl ics that 
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have gone before, and thefe of late, that are fo much 
condemned by the profeflbrs of this generation ; but this 
I will adventure to fay, that th^fe who are condemning 
them, whom God hath juftified, (hall nerer be honour- 
ed to give a teftimony to the truths of Chrift, and againit 
his enemies. I adhere toall the meetings and aiTemblies 
of the people of God, that hive been in Scotland in de- 
fence of the gofpel. I adhere to Pentland, Drumclog, 
Bothwel, and Airfmbfs, where our worthies fell j which 
blood ( I die in the faith of it) (hall have a giorious fpring ; 
which quarrel the God of heaven, the covenanted God 
of Scotland, will refent. I alfo adhere to and heartily 
join with the Rutherglen declaration ; and I difown the 
Hamilton declaration, biecaufe it took in the malignant 
iatereft. I adhere to the Sanquhar declaration, andQueens- 
ferry papers, and the cx;communication at the Torwood, 
as lawful and right, in calling off Charles Stuart; and 
the reft of the malignant party : And it (ball be feen 
within few years, t^at that party that the Lord ftirred 
up for that ufe, was in their duty, and theie that lay by 
were not. I alfo adliere to and heartily join with that noble 
teftimony given at Lanerk, againft this black parliament 
that'fat laft, to overturn the whole work of reformation, 
and made that black Teft, that has defied the whole 
land, and made an open door for popery to come into 
the land. I leave my teftimony againft all thefe that 
have taken it, or againft thofe that- have or may take ■ 
favours from men, that have taken that Teft efpecially. 
I leave my teftimony againft prifoners, who being in u- 
pon the account of religion, do tamper any wiy with, 
thefe black tefters to wrong the intereft oF God. Wo, 
wo, wo, will be to them that give the enemy fuch ground 
to fay, we aT^ but fanatics, and will do any thing before 
we lofe our lives, which I myfelf heard fome pf them 
fay, whjch was a grief to my foul, and did fting me to 
the heart. I leave, my teftimony againft fuch profeffors 
and preachers, as can fit in fuch company, and hear 
fuch talk, and not refent it ; it bein^ an acquiefcing to 
the difcourfe to keep filencc. I leave my teftimony a- 
zainft all giving^ ^ond and caution, or petitioning the 
ftated enemies ojf our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

Now, my time here is but fliort ; and I thjnk it need- 
Icfs to write any more, the teftimbnies of the worthiers 
being ib little valued by this generation, that nothins: 
P viU, 
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\ri6 do it but wrath s(nd jndgmentSy that though an ang^l 
ihonld come down from heaven » it will avail nothing ; 
for nothing I can fee but wrath, wrath ; judgments, 
judgments, fad judgments coming on this. land veryfud- 
denly ; but my eyes (hall be c\ofed, and I fliall not fee 
it, and well is me for this ; therefore #1 am content^ and 
heartily content, fteing I get my foul for a prey. 

I have only a fhort word to fay to the remnant of the 
Lord's people that is to be left behind, who was only 
my delight in the world ; my foul trembles to think what 
was amongft you this day, cfpecially thofe of you that 
were' in one mind in contending' for iht truths of our 
Xtord Jefus Chrift ; whatever has f^len out among you 
or any that have fallen back, feek to ^-eclaim them, that 
they may be brought in again. Let felf'bc done away, 
and partiality, and let the way of God, be taken in time, 
for it will be but (hort that you will have it : And think 
not that ye will wait for better times and opportunities : 
wait not for that, for ye have time and opportunity now, 
that ye fh all not have afterwards ; and if ye get not to- 
gether prefently, you fliall meet with fomething (hortly, 
that will make you blyth to be tT)gether ; and let thefe 
that think they are (landing, take heed leaft tB^y fall. 

Now, I can ftay no longer, nor take upl my time no 
more ; for my work is finifhed, and I have fought the 
good fight, and finifhed my" courfe. Stroijg have been 
the aflaults and trials that I have had from the devil, by 
all forts, both minifters, and profefFofs, but my God hath 
helped me to withftand them, for which I blef§ his holy 
•name, and defire to praife him while l^ am here. O let 
ail the,/zealous godly, in Scotland praife him on my be- 
half, that he chofe the like of me, who has been a vile 
(inner. Now I am this day free of the blood of all men 
in the World. I defire to forgive all men the wrongs 
done to me; as I defire tt) be forgiven of my Father, 
which is in heaven. But for thefe who have wrongfully . 
.taken away my life, (Imply for adhering to truth, and 
for no matters of fa^, for my part I forgive theni, but 
my God (hall refent it, with the reftjof my dear brethren's 
blood, that has been (hed on fields and IcaBFolds. 

Now, farewel all creature-comforts in time ; farewcl 
fweej (bcicties of the Lord^ people, that were my oply 
delight in the world ; farewel holy and fw^et fcriptures, 
which only were my comfort in all my (bait* ; farewel 

' all 
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all friends and Chrijlian acquamtsinccs ; farewel mother, 
brother, and all relationsi in the world ; farewel fun^ 
inoon and ftars. Welcome fcaffold,- for my fweet-Lord 
Jefus Chrift ; welcome heaven ; welcome immediate pre- 
ifence of God> and his Son Jefus Chrv(l> who only has 
redeemed ipe by his blood ; welcome angels and the 
ipirits of juft xatn made perfedl, where we (hall n&ver 
part again. Now, Father, into thy hands I commit my 
fpirit, that is thine. * Now, come L,ord Jefus Chrift ; 
come quickly and receive me hence to ihy refting place, 
where my portion is, 

ROBERT GRAY. 

Account of fome of his laft words in the council-houfc, 
and on the fckfifold. 

THIS worthy martyr coming out of the tolbooth, to 
the place of. execution, ^^as taken, as the cuftom 
is, firft into the town council-houfe, where the town«% 
council defired, that he would purge the city of his blood. 
And be told them/ that judgment would overtake the ^ 
city, for the innocent blood med therein, and bade them 
afiure themfelves of it, fof* it was without doubt. They 
faid to him, that he had accefs to pray, if he wotild. ^ 
He told them, that he had committe'd himfelf tso God 
already. Then they faid, if he had not freedom, they 
were .there who would pray for him ; but he looking 
round, faid, he faw none whom he would employ, but 
lie had an advocate with the father. Then being brought 
from thence to his execution-place, after a little dif- 
courfe to the pretended magiftrates of the city, fome of 
them being prefent, He fuiig IxxxaV. Pfalra, and read the 
the rv. chap, of the gofpel according. to John, and after 
the reading thereof, he faid to the multitude, Sirs, ye 
would remember that that is the word of God, and not 
of man, and that we are to follow no man further thai^ 
he follows the word of God : And faid, if light had not 
come into Scotland, they had been more excufable, but 
jiow they have no cloke nor excufe for their fm, and their 
wrongs done to God ; and becaufe of defpifed lights and 
the defpifed gofpel, there is affuredly great wrath coming 
upon them. And then he prayed, and after prayer went 
up the ladder, and looking about to the multitude faid. 
Sirs, you^ arc feeding your eye* upon me, but yrhat fee 
P z vou 
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you upon mc I Surely you fee not the wrath of God upon 
mt : but if ye ^ould look up to the heavensy ye might 
fee the wrath of an angry God agsiinft yourfelves. And 
he faid, 1 am brought out of another nation to own that 
covenant which ye have broken » and to feal it, and the 
glorious work of reformation with my blood. Which 
covenant ye have not only broken, but ye have, given it 
under your hands, that ye fhall never own God any 
more, nor have any more of him. And he blefTed the 
Lord, faying. Glory, glory, glory be to his name, that 
ever he gave me a life to lay down for him, in witnefiing 
againft his enemies, and the wrongs done my Lord and 
Mafter Jefus Chrift. And faid, the Lord be judge be- 
tween me and you, who have taken away my life, which 
of us have been in the w^ong to other j and aiTure your- 
felves there is»warth, fad wrath, hanging over this cityi 
for the innocent blood fhed therein, fiut as for you, 
who arc the remnant of the Lord's people, I would fay 
this to you, keep your ground^ and beware of turnix^ 
'afide to one hand or another, and 1 wBl afliire^ou, the 
Lord will prepare a Zoar for you. Cleave to truths and 
cleave one to another, and as fure as God lives, ye (hsjl 
fee yet glorious days in Scotland ; for I die in the faith ' 
of it, that he is onpjiis way, returning to the land ; but 
wo, wo, wo will be to thofe who are enemies and Ih-an- 
gers to him. Then praying a little within himfclf, when 
feme bade put him over, and others cried out, fpare him 
a little ; he crted» 1 am ready, I am readyV Where- 
upon the executioner threw him over. ; 

The lad Tcftimony of James Rt^ertfony who lived in the 
..parifh of Stcnehoufe, and fuffered in the Grafs-market 
of Edinburgh. December. 15. 1682. 

His Interrogations before the council. : 

J^/^. \ T S the king yonr lawful prince, yea, or not ? 
X ^nf<w. Since you have made your qUeflious 
matters oj life and death, ye ought to give time to de- 
liberate upon them : but feeiiig I arh put to it, I aniwer. 
As he is a terror to evil doers, and a praife to them that 
do well, he is, or is not. ^ 2. Were Pentland and 
Bothwel adls of traitory I ji* They feeing in their own 
defence, and the defence of the gofptl, they are not a^s 

of 
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^oftraitory or rebellion ; fclf-jdefcnce being always law- 
ful, which I prove by the Con^fiffion of Faith, in that 
article, whereon ye ground yourfelves ; which is, That 
fubjeds may relift unjuft violence and tyranny. ^^ 3. 
But wherein lies his tyranny y' A, If robbing the privi. 
leges of the church be not an aft of tyranny, I refer it 
to be judged. ^ 4, Is the king a tyrant I j4. I refer' it 
to his obligation in the coronation oath, and his prefent 
a^^ings and praftices, in robbing the prprileges of the 
gofpel, with the ufurpation of the churches liberties, and 
the prerogatives royal of Jefus Chrift, the anointed of the 
Father, in making himfelf fupreme r and I' refer it to 
perfons at home, and nations abroad. ^ 5. Was you 
at Bothwel-bridge ? j4. Ye count it an a<ft of traitory, 
and aif<5 rebellion, which i^ criminal ; bear witnefs of it,. 
and fo make it evident. ^ 6. They faid. Purge your- 
fclf by oath, and fo we offer to fet you at liberty. 1 an- 
fwered, I will fay no more of it, for when I told the 
truth to fome of you, I was not believed. One of them 
fatd. Now I will try if ye be a man of parts. ^ 7. 
There was an aft of parliament, when the Confeflion'Nof 
Faith was made, declaring, that the king was fupreihe,' 
and it was owned by the prefbyteriafls of that' time, jf. 
How could that be owned, feeing the Confeflioxi was 

• owaed. And I called £9r the aft, but it was not brought. 
^ 8. Was the biftipp's death murder ? A. When I am 
judge fet on the bench, I fhall pafs fentence thereupon. . 
Being qaeftioned ftirther anent it, I faid, I have anfwer- 
cd that already, I will fay no more to it. ^ 9. Own ypu 
X^anerk and Sanquhar declarations ? J1, 1 cannot own 
any thing, till I fee and conftder it. J^ 10. Keep you 
your parifli*kirk? ^. If the minifter have ought tov 
challenge me with, he may do it. ^ 1 1. Now as a teft 
of your loyalty, will you fay, God fave the King ? y/. 
Prayer ought t# be gone about witfc compofure and de- 
liberation, and I am not in a compofure for it. ^12. 
Would yc not feek a bleifing if at meat ? yi. If ye were 
prefent ye would fee. One of them faid, Thefe princi- 
ples will condemn you. I anfwered. If I be abfolved of 
Gody it is the lefs matter thoj;igh men condemn me. 

P3 The 
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The laft Tcftimony of Janw RoLtrtJon. 

Dear Friends, tnfc lovers of Zion's righteous caafet 

IF I could fpeak or write any thing to the commenda* 
tion^of the covenanted God of the church and king- 
dom of Scotland \ I have fnrely many things to do it 
for. i^, That he trifled my lot to be in a nation where 
he hath let up his pure wotfliip, whereas he. might have 
letten my lot be among the pagans and heathen nations 
that know nothing of the true God. Or, xdly^ He might 
have ordered it to be among thefe that are worfhipping 
Antichrlil, that whore of Kome, that monftrous beaft» 
that fitteth upon many Wiaters ; whofc fentence may be 
,read, Rev.'xiv. 9. And the third angel fallowed theip, 
faying with a loud voice, If any man worlhip the bead 
and his image, ^nd receive his mirk in his forehead, or 
in his hand, ver. 10. The fame fhall drink of the wine 
i)f the wrath of God, which is poured out without mix- 
ture, into the cup of his indignation ; and he fhall be 
tormented with fire and brimftone, in the prefence of his 
holy angels, and in the prefence of thc'Laiiib : ver. i r. 
And the fmoke of their torment afcex^eth up for pver 
and evdr : and they have no reft day nor night, who 
worfhip the beaft and his image, and whofoevcr receiyeth 
the mark of his name, &c. So that it is as fure as Gqd 
is. God, and the holy fcripturcis are his word, according 
to which all men that have heard or feen it, fhall be 
judged, having the fentence of abfolution or condemna- 
tion paft according thereto, Rom. ii. 12. For as niany 
as have fmned without law, fhall alfo p«rifli without 
law ; and as many as have fmned in th€ law, fhall be 
judged by the law. So that it is clear, that the firfl will 
furely perifh, viz. All infideli, Atheifts, and Pagans, 
that know noi tlie true God,- nor his law. And as many 
as have fmned in the, law, fhalLbe judged by the laiw, 
&c. So that whatever vain hopes Papifts, may have of 
being faved, living and dying Papifts, or whatever ^^a- 
rity loofe Proteftants have upon that account to givc.thcjii, 
they are as far from being faved in that ui\jf on verted CQn- 
dition, as devils, wfiich are eternally cafi X)ut of his pre- 
fence. ^diyy I have him to Jblefs for this, that my lot 
is not in and among the corrupt proteftant churches a- 
broady Lutheranifhi; and other corruptions and abound- 
ing 
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ing errors, both in doftrine, worfhlp, difclpline; and go- 
vernment fe^arian^ ^pifcopal, or eraflian ; but in the re- 
formed church of Scotland, where all thefe things have 
been cdft over the hedge, as not plants of his planting « 
and where Chrift hath been owned in all his three offices, 
Ki»g, Prieft, and Prophet ; though, alas ! he may fay 
of us, in a great meafure, as the church of Ifrael of old, 
I have planted her a noble vine, but how. is fke become 
a degenerate plant of a ftrange vine unt;o me ! In that 
day of plantingi we could have fung that fong, Ifa. xxyi. 
i,_We have a ftrong city, falvation will God appoint 
her for walls and bulwarks, 5cc. -Lara. iv. ii. The 
l.ord hath accompliftied his fury, he hath poured out his 
fierce anger, and hath kindled a fir« in Zion, and it hath 
devoured the foundations thereof. Ver* 1 2. Thtf king^s 
of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the world, would 
not have believed that the adverfary and'the enemy (hould 
have entered into the gates of Jerufalem. Vjcr. 1 3. For 
the fins of her prophets, and the iniquities of her pricfts, 
. that have (bed the blood of the juft in the raidft of her ; 
Ver. 14. They have wandered like blind men in the 
ftreets, they have polluted themfelves with blood, fo that 
meri could not touch their garments, &c. This may be 
onr regret before God, as it is in the fevcnth verfc here 
in this chapter. Her . Nazarites were purer than fnoti?, 
they wer? whiter than milk, thqy wtre more ruddy ia« 
body than rubbies, their polifliing was of fapphire. Ver. 
S. Their vifjfge is blacker than a coal, they are not knotm 
in the ftreeu ; their ikin ckaveth to their tones ; it is 
-withered, it is become like a ftick ; &c. And 0\ hoyf 
unnatur^ like were k for the mother to let her cliild, the 

. fon of her womb, periih for lack of the breads ; were (Kc 
free of the child's blood, it pcrilhing for. want of its na^ 
tural food I And O ! how many are this day pcri&ing' 
for want of the lively preached gofpel ; ver. 3. Even the 
fea monftcrs draw out the breafts, they give fuck to the 

. young ones ; the daughters^ of my people arc become 
cruel like the oArtches in the wildemefs. ^hfyt I have 
him to bleis for this, .that I am not ihii day fighting a-* 
gainft him in an open war ; and io bearing arms againft 
him, his work and people, for there is no more in me 
as of royfelf, than thefe that arc deeplieft imbrning their 
hands in the jblood of the faints, ^thly^ I have . nim to 
Wefs for this, that ever he hath opened my eyes to fee 

the 
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the myftcrV of iniquity that abounds and hath its feat ca 
the hes^ty and alfo in fome meafure hath given me a 
fight of the remedy in the blood 6i Jefus Chrift, with 
bis Spirit engaging me to himfelf, let(;ing me fee himfetf 
to |jc altogether precious, making me. fee that it is better 
to be a door-keeper in the houfc of God, than to dwell 
in the tabernacles of fm : PiaL Ixxiii. 24. Thou Ihalt 
guide me with thy counfel, and afterWardsrecciveme to 
glory. Ver. 25. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and ^ 
there is none upon earth that I dciire befides thee. 6thfy^ "" 
I have his holy name to blefs, that ever he made iSie to 
kpow any thing, how fmall fqever, of his controverted, 
truth, VIZ. The privileges of his crown and kingdom, 
now when by their afts and laws they have taken his 
crown and fceptre, and royal robe, and fettled the whole . 
government, of his houfe upon a man that is but a worm i 
Biit this I believe, his decree will ft^d, oppofe it who 
will ; PfaL ii. 6. Yet have I fet my king upon my holy 
hillof Zion, &c. Ifa. xlii..8. I am the Lord, that is 
my name, my glory will I not give to another, nor my 
praife to graven images,. &c. Now, is not that his de- 
clarative glory, which that ufurper hath taken to bim^ 
felf ? yea, he that leadeth captivity captive, according to< 
his royal word, will reclaim hi« own glory ; he it is alone 
that hath given Chrift to be the fure fouiidation whereon^ 
all the building is- fitly framed : That ftone which the 
builders rejected is made the head of the comer. Ifa. 
xzviii. i6t Thus faith the Lord God^ Behold, I lay in 
Zion for a foundation, a ftone, a tried ftone, a precious 
comer-ftone, a fure foundatioti : he. that believeth, fhall 
aot make hafte. Ver._i7. Judgment alfo will I lay to the 
line, and righteoufnefs to the plummet, and the hail 
(hall fweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters fhall 
bverflow die hiding place, 'jthly^ I blefs and magnify 
the holy name of my God, ,that hath callecl me to be a 
fufferer for his work and intereft, counting it npt my 
ffaame, but a high privJlege knd dignifying of me, when 
m;iny famous in this generation have been denied of it, 
though indeed nioft of this generation have brought up 
an ill report upon the crofs, endeavouring by their prac^ 
tice to render it of none eflPeft ; but I have this fcripttirc 
for my encouragement, i Pet. iii. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 
And who is he that will harm you, if ye be follolvers of 
that which is good i %€• %thly^ X have this great andi 

glorious^ 
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grprious Prince to praife for this ; and O ! letall'the tnie 
children of Zion laud and praife this only praifc-wortby 
God, that h^th not only* called jne to bear wicnefs to the 
truth, but hath helped me not to deny his name, titles 
and attributes ; for that is the thing that the enemies add 
ufurpers of my lovely Lord's crown are feeking, to deny 
allegiance to him, who is given of the Father to be a 
leader and commander to the people, even he, on whofe 
(houlders the government is laid, committing the order- 
ing of his houfe to faithful ftewards, to order his affairs 
according tohis own appointment in his holy word, and 
hath not left it to the prudence of men, how learned fo- 
ever. Gamaliel jhat learned Pharifee and doAor of the 
law, erred in the expofition of the law, not knowing 
Chrift to be the end of the law for righteoufoefs to every 
one that believ^th. And feeing thefe great learned 
rabbles erred every one in that which was the grcjtt and 
main end of the law, viz. Chiift, to whom MoTes aild 
all the prophets bear witnefs ; now mnch'more fhallthty 
err where it is left to their own wifdom, having no plat- 
form to w^lk by, as the maintainers of the prelatic 
hierarchy would be at* Solomon was as wife as any^ 
yea the wifeft man that ever was, or ever {hall be, and 
he erred, having the rule^of the law to walk by-: Were 
not all the laws and forms K)f the houfe given by God'to 
Mofes, as well 'for manner of wpr&ip, as the matter 
thereof ? 

And further, as to that which is fo much pleaded for' 
by this generation, his authority in civil matters, which 
as matters now ftand, cannot be given, neither will they 
have it without the other : For by their^ afts of parlia- 
ment they have made them equally effential to the crown : 
I^ikewife there cannot be an authority without a founder 
tion. 1 f any (hall fay. He hath it from that which he 
received at his admiffion to the goyeriynent, as he en- 
tered upon the terms of the <:oronation oath. To thisi I 
anfwer,- He hath refcindcd that, in and by that adt re^ ~ 
fciffory in his firft parlia^ment ; for when he Itnnulled and • 
lefcinded that, from which he had his power and autho- 
rity, he thereby refcinded his own authority alfo : So that 
from this he hath no juft power,, having oftener than, 
once burnt the covenants, which were his coronation oath, 
. without which he could not enter the government, If it 
fhall be faid, That the foundation of his power is built 

upon 
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upon the tcft, wkerein he is made abfolute fupreme judge, 
over all matters and perfons, as well ecclefiailical as 
civil : That is fo far frem giving him a right, that it 
maketh him a complete monfter, having one head and 
two bodies ; and if that authority fhould Jbe owned by 
me, being a free-bom member of the church of Scotland, 
which is Chrift's myftical body, and in my baptifmal 
oath given away to him, and having' given my oatl> of 
allegiance to him as King and head of his own houfe ; 
fhall I own that authority, without being guilty of leefe- 
majefty againft the King of Zion ; and fo of the higheft 
degree of facrUege I zdly^ I fhall thereby deny hiy al- 
legiance to God Creator, under whom the magiArate 
Ihould ruU in a direct line ; he ruling by his oivn arbitri- 
xhent, which is contrary to oar obligations in covenant, 
wc being bound in covenant to defend the civil rights 
and liberties of the cro'v^ and kingdom, as we are bom 
fubjedls thereof, ^dly^ That which they have done in 
condemning the true fons of the church, and fubjefts of 
the kingdom, to death, which is open murder under the 
colour of law : Now that it is fuch, thefe whom they 
have proceeded againft, being adherers to the word of 
God, which is the only rule of faith and manners, own* 
iilg God as God, Chrifl, as Redeemer, ihe Holy Ghofl 
as Sandtifier : and they having nothing to charge them 
with, but their adherence to the triic Chriftian principles^ 
, and they fentenced upon the fame heads ; this mull be 
the. deepeft of lAurder. i^hly^ Thefe being owners of the 
true reformed religion, and all the fundamental laws of 
the church and kingdom; and they refufing to* judge 
and fentence according to the word of God, according 
to which all fentences of life and death ought to pafs, as 
alfo refufing to judge according to tiie laws, as they re- 
ceived theni at their admiffion to the government.; which 
.was, not to rule the law,, but it to rule them, and tjicy 
to rule the people 3lccording*to that law, and the people 
remaining in fubjedlion to the law of -God, and the an- 
cient and fundamental laws of the land, and the perfons 
of lawful governors^ being made treafon ; this muft ccr- 
tainly hot only be a murdering of men,' yea, trud Chrif. 
tian men, but alfo a, murdering of juftice. And thus 
the land is defiled with blood. Read the fentence of 
fuch, Num. XXXV. 33. So ye ftiall not pollute the land 
wherein ye are ; foi; blood it defileth the land ; and the 

land 
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land cannot l>e cleanfed of the blood that \i (hed therein, 
but by the blood of him that fhcd it. Such, as arc own- 
ing and plea:ding for this prefent power, let the end of 
magrftracy'bc confidered, Rom. xiir, 3. For rulers are 
not a terror to good works, but to the evil ; wilt jhou 
not then be afraid of th^ power ? do that which is good» 
and thou fhalt have praife of the fame. Ver. 6. For this 
caufe pay you tribute alfo ; for they ar« God's minifters, 
attending continually upon diis very thing, i Pet. ii. 
14. Or unto governors; as unto them that are fent by 
him, for the punifhment of evil doers, and for the praife 
of them that do well. 

Now, it is undeniably evident from what is aforeiaid» 
that piety is fuppreifedycand iniquity nouriihed, and the 
fword in their hand ufed ag^inft thefe that do moft en- 
tirely cleave to the fcripture rule, and the fworn princi- 
ples of the church of Scotland, and the ancient funda- 
mental laws thereof. Prov. ix. 8. A king that litteth 
on the throne of judgment, fcattereth away all iniquity 
with his eyes, &c. Now I dare herein appeal to the 
fentence of all' flngle, unbiaiTed, and judicious perfons, 
whether or not the preftnt exercife of their power be not 
both injuftice and tyranny, for their is no pliblic power 
in the land, but what is founded on perjury, facrilege 
and tyranny, and exercifed according tliereto. And fee- 
ing • it is fo, ye tliat are owners of fuch a power, ye 
mud needi be upon the matter, pwners of all thefe ; 
compearing before their courts, and paying themtribute,' 
placing advocates, and pleading your C2^ufe before fuch 
unjuft judges : atid more efpecially fuch as are prifoners 
for the truths of the gofpel, and fo ought to witnefs a 
good confeffion for his crampled-upon truths, who was 
not afhamed to witnefs a good confeffion before Pontius 
Pilate, to wit, that he was a King; John xviii. 37. 
Pilate therefore faid unto him, art thou a king then ? 
Jefus anfwered. Thou fayeft that I am a king. To this 
end was I bom, &c 

This generation feems to be a generation, in a great 
meafure, given up to work all manner of wickednefs with 
greedinefs, coniidering what profanity and robbing of 
God^ mocking him and religion, inftabtlity, and the giv- 
ing away his and the church's due : MaL^iii. 7. Even 
from the days of your fathers, . ye are gone away from 
nunc ordinances, and have not kept them: return uxito 

roc, 
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and I will return unto yon, iaith the Lord of hofts : Bnt 
ye faid, vherein (liall we return ? ver. 8. Will a man rob 
God ? Yet ye have robbed me : But ye fay^ wherein have 
we robbed thee I In tithes and offerings. Ver. 9. Ye are 
oufed with a curfe 5 for ye have robbed me, even, this 
whole nation, &c. I am not to take upon me to fpeak 
any thing for future times, but this generation feems to 
have the marks and evidences of a generation of his 
wrath fitted for judgment and deftruSion. . Take thefe 
fcriptnres as an evidence, Mic^ vt. i6. For the ftatutes 
of Omri are kept. Ifa« xxi^. 1, 2 f 3, 4, 5} 6. Behold 
the Lord maketh the earth empty, &c. 

Now, as to the.articles of my indiftment, whereon my 
fentence of death is founded, hfirft^ the owning and 
maintaining, that it was lawful to rife in arms at Pent- 
land and Bothwel bridge ; which I did with great cheer- 
fulnefs ind boldnefs, they being in their owix defence, and 
of the gofpel, and took that article for proof in the con- 
feffioQ of faith, that they have givin out to be the con- 
, feflion' of their own faith, profcSlng to build that abom- 
inable and ridiculous ted upon ; which Ihews, that they 
are ill builders, the building being fo far off the founda- 
tion. But I refer you to the draught of a paper, which 
I drew as my teftimony againft that teft ; which with the 
confent and advice of others, was affixed on the* pariOi 
kirk-4oor of Stonehoufe. And I am of the mind, that 
this proof,, as it did enrage thenn, being like a wild ball 
caught in their own net ^ foit did give them^no imall 
damp. 

A fecond was, fpealdng -treafon (as they call it) and 
declining their authority, which con^fleth in this. Firfl, 
when afked if their king, of rather their idol Were a ty- 
rant ? I referred it t0 iiis obligations in' his coronation 
oath, *to be coniidered with his prefent actings and. prac- 
tices with bis ufurpations upon the privileges of the church 
and prerogatives royal of Jefiis Chrift, who is the a- 
nointed oi the Father ; and the refiiiing to fay,*(Gk)d fave 
the king), which we find was the order that was ufed in 
and among the children of Ifrael, at. the king's anoint- 
ing to that office, and ufed in our own nat;ion at xht co- 
ronation. Now, this being only due to a lawfnl king, 
ought not to^be given but to a lawful king, and fo not 
to him, being a degenerate tyrant ; for tf I fhould, I 
tbereby^faad faid amen to all thU he hath done ^gainft 
' 3 the 
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the church and liberties thereof, a^d^to all his o|)preflion 
tkj unlawful eza<ftions; and* raiflng of armies, for no o* 
thcr effedl but to deprive us of the hearing of the gofpel. 
and troubling or molefting the fubjedls, bpth in their 
confciences and external liberties, and alfo their blood- 
ihed and murders made upon the people of God, and 
free fubjedls of the kingdom ; and fo bid him Godfpeed, 
. contrary to that in the fecohd epiftle of John, verfe lo. 
And feeing it cannot be given to any that have thus uf- 
ed their pover to a .wrong end, in fuch a meafure and 
manner j ip much Icfs when^ they have fet him up as an 
idol in the room of God incarnate. And ihall I pray to 
bids that man in his perfon and government, which God 
hath curfed ? For it cannot be expeded but that he (hall 
be curfed, that thus ventureth upon the thick boifes of 
the buckler of CSrod Almighty. 

Now, \ (hall here give in (hort an account of my 
principles, which' I fhall do as in the fight of an all-fee- 
ing God* Fi^> 1 am a true Chriftian, truly anti-popifh, 
anti-prelatic, anti-fed^arian, anti*fchifmatic, anti^erafti^, 
a true Prefbyterian, owning the true proteftant religion, 
now owned andprofeifed by the poor wreftling and fuf- 
fering remnant in Scotland ; and whatever men have 
faid, or 'may fay of roc^ I have livedo and now I. die 
thus. 1% 

^Wherefore, in the firff place, I give my teftimony to 
the truths fulnefs and authority of the fcriptures ; and 
to all the -truths contained therein, and vrarrantable 
therefrom ^ nBy^ I bear my teftimony to the way of 
ialvation through Jefus Chrift ; and that by his fatisfac* 
tion the moral la.w was not abrogated, but fulfilled \ and 
that the moral law is as binding on the Chriftian truly 
intereded in him, this day, as it was that day that Jt was 
given to the children of Ifrael ; only the condemnatory 
lentence thereof loofed to all fuch as are believers indc^. 
S4h9 I he^r my teftimony to the work of reformation, 
as it was reformed from popery, prelacy, eraClianifm, 
and other errors ; as it is contained in the confeflion of 
faith, larger and fhorter catechifms, covenants national 
and folemn league, folemn acknowledgement of fms and 
tngj^emtxil to duties, the fum of faving^ knowledge, di- 
r^dory for worfliip, the caufes of God's wrath, drawn 
up by the gei^eral aflembly of this church, after the evil 
in meddling with that rotten-hearted malignant Charles 
Q^ . - Stuart 
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Stuart was feen. 4/^^, I bear my t^ftimony to the faith* 
ful ad^ings of the remonftrators againft ma%nants and 
the 'malignapt interefts, which are the very things 'this 
day contended for by the prefbyterians of the church of 
Scotland. 5/%, I bear jny teftimoriy (not to go further" 
backy feeing it homologates the left) to that noble tefti- 
' mony given at Lanei k, againft that tyrant, and the teft 
enafted by the late parliament ; which I could not but 
look upon, in tht time of the carrying on of it, and yet 
doth, that the. remnant was therein owned of the Lard. 
6th/y, I bear my teftimony to all tht faithful teftimonies 
•f the martyrs, that have gone before us, on fcaffolds, 
in the fields, or ih the fcas. 7/^^, I bear my teftimony 
to all the appearances in arms, for the defence of the 
gofpel. Sthfyf I bear my teftimony to the faithful man- 
ner of the delivery of the gofpel, that hath been in the 
open fields, by the faithful and fent fervants of Jefus 
Chrift, excrcifing according to his own commilfion ; 
preaching days, communion days, and fafts, particular- 
^ one holden at Auchingilloch by three minifters, -two 
of them now glorified, v/a. Mr Donald' Cargil and Mr 
Richard Cameron, where the land's guilt was freely and ' 
faithfully difcovered. gtMy^ and iqfi/y^ 1 bear my tefti- 
mony to the fellowfliip-meetings of the Lord's people 
particular and general, and fl^ foul hath many a time 
been refreftied in them. 

Now I would fpeak in fliort tp three forts ; ift, You 
that are ftrangcrs and eneniies to this lovely Lord, let 
your eftrangement be done away, break off your fins by 
repentance, confider the hazard you are in, even of eter- 
nsJ wrath and fcorching hell fire for ever. O this con- 
dcfcending^ love of God, that is laid out in this manner ! 
O ye that are enemies to his intereft and people, mind 
that juftice, 'even wrathful juftice, is ready to be poured 
out upon you ! O therefore come- off ! repent and turn 
in unto this fo favourable and merciful a God : leave off 
your perfecution, come unto him, there is mercy with 
him that he may be feared ; and if ye will not return, 
tlten his wrath will be upon you to all eternity, tilfy^ 
Ye that have fometimes known what it was to be in God's 
favour, and had much love and tendemefs fbr him, his 
work and intereft, caufe and covenant, as it was reform- 
ed in this land, and now are fallen from your firft love ; 
Q endeavour to have in mind the lore of your efpoufals, 

when 
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-when ye and Chrift were hand-fafted : O confidfcr aright 
"what a great difference there is between your love, faiths 
zeal, tendcmefs now, in regard of what it was. There- 
fore take a right look of matters, and weigh them a- 
right in the iksjance of the fanftuary, both as to your 
own particular cafe, apd the cafe of his ^ church ; and 
turn to hira with fpeedy and unfeigned repentance ; for 
he* that turns afide to crooked ways, fhall be led forth 
with the workers of iniquity. O therefore turn in time, 
leaft repentance be hid from your eyes. O ! as ye love 
the glory of God, the good of your own fouls, and the 
advantage ofethe church, if fuch an one as I may be fa 
bold as to invite you, now going out of time into eterni- 
ty ; as ye would not be partakers of the plagues that are 
to come upon fuch a generation, come off with fpeed. 
3^^, You that are in good terms witb^God,.and helped 
to keep by his way, break not your peace by turning a- 
fidc to crooked ways, entertain love, keep and hold faft 
your integrity,, in this day, when many have broke the 
bargain with hitn, now when the language of many is 
this, thefe are hard fayings, who can hear them ? And' 
now, that is his language to you, will ye alfb leave me ? 
O ! let tliis be the language of every ingenuous foul, to 
whom fhall we go ? For thou haft the w6rds of eternal 
life. Make fure falvation'to yourfclves, thereby ye (hall 
be the more fit to follow him in this day, when he is 
calling forth his red flag, and marching. Many follow 
-hrm when the white flag of peace is flourifhing ; but 
they are ill worthy of the fweet, who will not take part 
-with him in the bittereft and lliarpcft fufferings ; for 
what is the greateft of fufftrings-that can come ffom 
xnan, coming Dfpon his account, in regard of what he 
fuffered for us, even the heavy wrath of God, which 
would have preft us down to the pit through all eterni- 
ty ; and may not the conlideration of this oblige you I 
' I can fpeak it t<^ his commeudatrion, that he can make 
the crofs ligljt and eafy, for he will bear it and you both. 
And feeing everlafling arms are underneath, have ye not 
ground to expe^ that he will not let his own arm be 
crulhed. He can ftraw the crofs all with rofes. I dare 
not fay that ever I met with a crofs ; for wfien the ftrait 
hath been greateft, then he kythcd his kindnefs moft. 
O the rich manifeftations that he giveth to the foul un- 
der the crofs 1 Yea, it is all paved v. ith love. Who 
Qj2 would 
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would not go -through a Tea of bloody fuffi^rings wifli 
him and for him ? ** He is the rofe of SharOn, and the 
lily of the Tallies ; he is fair aad ruddy, the chief a- 
mong ten thoufand of thoofands : O ! ^ho can defcribe 
him ? He is the only jprecioiis Objeft, alto^ther lovely.** 
If he were feen and known, who would not lovfe him ? 
He is both lovely and loving. The foul may folace it- 
felf in hijn, under the grcateft of ftfaics. Now, ye that 
have received him, walk worthy of hiifrt. G ! who knows 
what is in love ! i John iv^ 17. " rierein is our love 
made perfedl, that we may have boldnefs in the day of 
judgment: becaufe as he is, fo are we in this^ worlds 
How is that ? Thoifgh in the world, yet not of the 
world. Ver. ^8. There h no fear in love ;« but perfeA 
Ipve caftetli out fear ; becaufe fear halh torment : he that 
fearcth is not made pirftist' in love." Nol», the realen 
of our love is, ver. 19. We love hini, Heeauf^ h^ firft 
loved u^. Now, dear mends, ye that bx€ helped to \t^ 
by him,, think it not ftraiige though th€ wofld iiitte ybo, 
it hated himfelf: He was a man of fbrrows^ atefd ae- 
qualnted with grief. If ye were of the world, kht wo#ld 
•would love its own. Shottld ^e not be as pilgrhfis «iid 
(irangfers, travelling, feeking an heavenly country. There 
is a reft for the people of God, and to whoih is this reft 
appointed, but to the weary pafienger. 

Now, dear friends, encoura|;e yourfclves m the X.ord, 
and ftand faft in one fpiritj ftfiving together for the faith 
of Jefus : Let nothing dam^ your courage,- zed, tender- 
nels, and faithfulncfs, for this fb lovely a Lord ; and 
let brotherly love always continue. TBeware'of rocks, 
both oh the right aird left hand ; we have beacons fet up 
for botli, to our fa d^ experience, in this poor church : be- 
ware of peremptorinefs, paffion, aiid -pride'; for there 
may be, and I fear is, a Spiritual pride, as well as a na- 
tjsral. Carry fuitably to ihefe who are^ without, and to 
them that arc within. Endeavour to fiave'an union in 
the Lord obtained and entertained. Mix not the fire of 
true zeal with the wild fparks of carnal paffion ; but let 
meeknefs of fpirit, with a Chriftian godly and faithful 
convferfatiOn, ^ibrn the dc6lrinc of God our Saviour. 
The breakings, of the remnant, I may warrantably fay, 
have lain heavier^ upon my fpirit, than all that I have 
met with from the enemy. And if ye will not get to- 
gether, wrath will be. upon you. Ol for that -day, 
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wlien they fhall be made one ftick in his hand, when it 
ftall be as in Ifa. xi. 13. ** The envy of Ephralm alio 
Ihall depart, and the adverfaries of Judah (hall be cut 
oflF: 5phraim fhall not envy Judah, and Judah Ihall not 
vex Ephraim. Ver. 14. £ut they fliall flee npon the 
fhoulders x>f the Philiftines towards th6 well, and they 
fhall fpoil them 0/ the ^aft together," &:c. And that 
fqriptui^, " Suffer not fm upon thy brother's foul, but 
in any wife reprove him." Seek to, reclaim them that 
are fallen : " Ye that are fplritual, reftore fuch an one 
in the fpirit of meeknefs." Follow a gofpel method, be- 
ware of felf feeking, ** And kt him that thinketh he 
ftandeth, take heed leaft he fall," -Sec. I. am not here 
fpeaking to thefe that are going on, in homologating 
thefe God provoking, Clfrili diihonouring, church-ruin- 
ing, and land defolating courfes, but to the wrefthng 
icihnant. 

Now, as to his- way witli his church, it Is myfterioiis ;. 
his way is In the deep, his patlis in the mighty waters : 
but the thoughts of this I cannot *put: off my fpirit, but 
that be hath thoughts of good and not of evil, tp give 
this poor church an expefied end. . But I am perfuaded' 
of this, that he bath fome other work ado, before that 
be accompli ihed, for falling from her fir ft love, and the. 
great ingratitude for the great an4 high .privileges for- 
merly enjoyed : But be not difcouraged, nor finfuUy an- 
xious, ncitlier about the church nor the remnant, but 
wait on God in his own way, and commit all to him, 
and be fliall bring it pafs : It may come in a waj^lead 
cxpcfied, (I have no doubt about it) that his power, in.- 
finitcnefs, and fovereignty may yet appear. 

Now, 1 declare 1 am free of the blood of all men ; and'» 
though man had never public fcandal to charge me with, 
yet I am one of the chief of faved finners. Arid in ref^ 
pe6l .of original aftual, and omiifibnal fin, there hath, 
been as much guiltlnefs in me, as might and would havo 
weighed down to the pit the whole world ; but my love- 
ly Lord hath fhewed me warm blinks of his love. O 
for.love to give to this lovely Lord Jefus, according to 
that fcripturc, come, and 1 will tell you what ^he Lord 
hath done for tnyfoiil. Upon the day before I received 
my.fentence, I met with a great meafure, and a full gale 
of the fpirit, wherein my heart was both melted and en- 
largedi winning near to him, both alone aiid with the 
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reft ; but a little thereafter going to him alone, I found 
him hid ng, and being fenfible cf k, mylieait, in fomc 
meaiure panted after him, yet abfent ; fo going to the 

. "word, was directed to i John v. 14. " This is the con- 
fidence tliat we have in hini, that if we alk anything ac- 
cording to his will, he heareth us. Vef. 15. And if we 
know 3iat he he^r us, whatfoever we a(k, we know that 
we hare the petitions that we defired of him :" Which 
did in no fm all meafure fettle and comfort my fpirit ! fo 
meditating a little, ar.d confidering how thefe t^o could. 

■ confift together, was anfwcred thus ; Becaufe they have 
no changes, therefore they fear not God. And fince, I 
blefs his holy name, I have had great compofure cf 
fpirtt. 

Now, according to my blefled Lord's command, I am 
not prepofleffed with malice, or a fpirit of revenge, hut 
can blefs when eurfed : As for thefe men that are un- 
jaftly taking away my life, not only c6ntrary to the law 
of God, and the anci^jnt ahd fundamental laws of the 
land, but even contrary to their own la>^ ; for what they 
are doing againft me as I am in myfelf, I can freely for- 
give them and all others ; but as they do it againft the 
image of God in me, and upon his, truth's account, ind 
fb againft .himfelf, that is not mine to forgive, but I 
leave it to him to whom vengeance belongcth, to deal 
with them as he may beft glorify himfelf. Now, 1 re- 
joice in my lot, ibr it hath fallen to me in pleafant places; 
and I have a goodly inheritance ; I woiild not exchange 
it with the grcateft monarch upon the earth. 0! let 
heaven and earth praife him, fun, and moon praife hiiMi 
O ! all the creation praife him, angels and glorified faints 
praife him, arid my foul (hall praife him through all the 
agesof eternity. Now, farewel all things in time, fart- 
wel holy §criptures ; farewel prayer, meditation, ftithi 
hope ; farewel all true friends. Welcome heavenV^^^" 
come Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; welcomd aiigcls, 
and the fpirits of juftmen made perfcft ; welcome praifes • 
for evermore. 

Sic fubfcrihUurf 

JAMES- ROBERTSON. 
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' 'The laft Speech and Teftimony of Ji^m Fmhy^ wbo • 
lived in the Muirfide, in the panfh of Kilmarnock, 
and fufFcred iii the Gfafs-markct of Edinburgh, De- 
-ceniber ij. 1682. . 

Meti and brethren, 

SHEWING you that I am condemned unjuftly by a 
generation of bloody men, who is thirfling after the 
blood of the faints of Oird, and upon no other account, 
but for my beine found in the way of my duty in the 
fight of God ; glory to his holy name for it* though gone 
about with many failings, much imperfedliotH, for ad- 
hering to Chrift and' all his offices, as Pi-nphet, Prfeft, 
and' King ; and for niy following him in all his perfecut- 
ed gofpel truths. The articles of riiy indidment w^re 
for, ijiy My keeping company with the perfecuted people 
of God, minifters and others, for whi^, with my whole 
foul, I blifs him that ever he honoured me with fuch 
cdmpany ; and in tokeil of his countenance he hath ktpt 
inc in that company, idfy, » For my being in company 
and converfe with Mr Donald Cargil, (for which, with 
itiy whole foul, I .defirc to blefs ahd ifeagpify tilt riches 
of his grace, that ever he cenfeired fuch company upon 
fuch afinful wretch), ahd Mr Xing, Mr Richard Camer- 
on, Mr Kid, in , particular. jtZ/y, My refufmg tacall 
the bilhop's death murder, which I durft not do, it being 
God's righteous judgment upOn him. ^hiy, ' My not 
Calling fio'thwel^bridge rebellion '; it*heihg in defence ©f 
themwlves and of the gofpel, which is lawful in God*« 
fight ; and theVefore I durft not call it rebellion, yhly. 
My giving meat, drink, and comfort to the perfecuted 
pcbple of God; -which I did willingly ind with tdf 
whole heart ; and herein I have fweet peace tliis day ; 
as in Matth. r. 43.' And whofoever fliall give diriftk 
onto one of thefe little ones, a cup of cold walef only, in 
the name of a difctple, verily I fay unto you, he fRadl in 
no wife lofe his reward : Which he hath made out to me 
abundantly to, the full, ^tbly^ For my^being command- 
' t^ to fay, God fave tibe Kmg, which I durft not do fftr 
my very foul ; their bidding us to do it in teft of oi&r 
loyalty, to fave him iii hts perfon and govemmeilt, and 
authority^ whfch is a perfpdl owning of him in all Aat 
lie hath done, in his ururpation upon Chrift's prerogaUue» 

and 
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and privileges, they having n^ade him fupreme head in 
all matters and caufes, civil and ecclefiaftic ; whrch if i 
had done, it had been a flat denying of Chrift, and a 
joining with him and them, 1 mean Charles Stuart, in 
. all that they have done in overturning of the gldrious^ 
work of reformation in thefe lands, and all the wrongs, 
done- to the gofpel and people of God* in this day, which 
would have made me odious in the. fight of God, and 
. before the world; for which I blefs him he hath' kept 
me from : as the fcripture faith, He that is not faithful 
in little, will not be faithful in that which is much, ^thly^ 
Being zrlked-, if I would not pray for the king ? I faid, . 
Yes. Do it then, I faid, according to the fcripture. 
They faid, he will pray for him as he is a man, 
but not as he is king, which is high treafon and rebel- 
lion. Now, my friends, I being confcientio us to my., 
felf, i)iat ni^y owning him, as my king, was a- caft- 
ing oflP Ghrift ^efus who is fc.ead and King of Zion, and 
taking on with him,' and fo would have incurred the wrath 
of God, and horaologafe all the blood-fhed,. and all the 
horrid bloody abominations they have committed in the. 
land, with ^vowed defying of the great God. O who 
d^re join with fuch avowed enemies of our God, and fo. 
caft oflF the fociety of the faints, and give the hand of 
fcllowftiip to fuch bloody and manfworn wretched, diat 
is making it their whole work to root out godlinefs out 
of thils covenanted land, that the name of Ifrael (Ball no. 
more be made mention of: l)ut they will be all beguiled,, 
for Chrift will reign till all bis enemies be made his foot-, 
ftool. * V - 

\fl» J give my teRimony' to the fure word of God,, 
which is the fcriptures of truth. zJly^ I give my tefti- 
mony to the ivay of-falvation through Jefas Chrift, and. 
that by his fatisfaftion. ^dly^ I bear my teftimoity to. 
the work of reformation, as.it was reformed from popeiy,, 
prelacy, eraftianifm, and other errors, as it is contained, 
in the Confeffion of Faith, larger and fhorterCatechifms.. 
^hly^ I give my teftimony to the covenants national and. 
folemn league, and- folemn acknowledgment of Ans, and. 
engagement to duties, fum of faving knowledge, direc- 
tory ibr worfhip : and- to the caufes of God's wrath» 
dralvii up by the general aflembly of the church, aftcr^ 
their meetins^ with the rotten hearted malignant Charles 
Stuatt. sMyf I bear my teftimony to the faithful ag- 
ings 
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lAgs of the refflonftratof s againft the malignant intereft* 
that is the very thing icontended foY by^ the true prefby- 
terians of jhe church of Scotland. Gthiy^ 1 give my tcf- 
thnony, not t&. go further back> Aeing it homologates the 
reft» to that notable teftimony gitren at Lanark againft. 
that tyrant, and'thfe teft, intimated by that late parlia- 
ment,, which r could not but lOok upon it in the time 
of carrying oii of it, and yet doth» that the remfnant was 
owned of the Lotd. 7/%, I bear my teftimony to all 
the faithful teftimonies. of, the martyrs, that hare gone be- 
fore us, whether on fcaffoWs, of on the fields, or in -the 
feas. ^thly, I bear my teftimony to all afppearances in 
arms, for defence of the gofpel. ^thly^ I bear my tefti- 
mony to the faithful preaching of the gofpel that hath 
bfeen in the fields by the faithful and fent meiTengers of 
Jeftts Qht\^i aecordttg to his own miffion, pteaching 
dajs, communion days, and faf^ days, by Mef&s. Car- 
ill King, Kid, Cameron and Dougk4« lothlyt and laflfyf 
^ beat my teftimony to the feUowihip-ftiettings of the 
Lord's people, particular atkl general: my ^ul hath 
been many a Haht refrefhed with his prdencfe in cojnpany 
y^iih them. 

Likewife 1 b6ar my teftimony, -jy?, Agtiinft the public 
rfefoltitioners for taking in the malignant intereft, for 
which this poor church is fmarting for this day^ and 
ftelirig the weight of the tyrant's hand^ for fuch eager 
lofting after the king, lidly, I bear my teftimony againft 
Hamilton declalrat-ion, which is one and the fame with 
the refolutioners, fgr taking in the forefaid intereft, con- • 
ttary to the lands engagrtients in trovenant. ^diy^ Ybr 
corrupting the army, and other things, fuch as the ex- 
communicate tyrant's interisft, cefs, and .all other ^im- 
pofitions of that nature, -for the down-bearing of Chrril's. 
intereft, doing it againft a holy God. 4/^^, I bear my 
teftimony againft indulged minifters, for their not coming 
in by the door, but by the miftion of meti, John x. 1 . He 
tliat entereth not by the door into the fheep fold, but 
climbeth upfome other way, the fame is a thief and a . 
robber. They being* entered by the tyrant and not by 
the door, they are become men-fervants, and notfervants 
to Jefus Chrift, andfo is become an eraftian party, which 
hath wronged our Lord and King more than the bl6ody 
prelatic party hath done thefe twenty years by -gone, by 
their renting the churches bowels, and for dividing many 
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a bofom friend^ to the great hurt of the gofpel. ^thly^ 
I leave my teilimony againfl all corrupt mlnifters, (belter* 
ing themfelves under their wings, ftrengrhening the flakes 
of that plantation, and for their dark and ambiguous 
preaching in not declaring the whole counfel of God. 
Cibly^ I leave my teftimony againft all the enemies and 
wrongers of my Lord's glorious privileges and preroga- 
tives, all in general. I leave my teftimony againft that 
bloody murderer John Reid, who murdered a woman in 
, the town of Newmilns, and now is carrying arms againft 
Chrift and his followers ; who toojcme, and confeft to 
me that he had not an order for it. And againft that 
party that carried me to Edinburgh; and efpecially 
-Alexander GemmiU my neighbour, for he vexed me 
more than all that party, for Tie faid I married folk, aiid 
baptized children, and mocked me moft dreadfully. 

A line of advice to two or three fqrts of folk. .T» 
you that are old profeffors and covenanters in the weft 
of Scotland, and efpecially in Kilmarnock parift^ what 
aic yc doing ? Where are ye now be when ye fwore.the 
covenant, and fwore againft popelry, prelacy, and all 
that faction iide>and party ? How are ye profecutihg the 
ends of that covenant,, now in >the fight of God, apd the 
oatli of God, that ye fWore with hands lifted up to the 
moft High, and before heaven and earth, fun and moon? 
O my foul trembles to think what bad , example yc arc 
to the young generation, ye who fliouid have been «§ 
the he -goats before the flock, to train them up in the 
way of God, and the way -of h'olinefs- arid righteoufnefs, 
and now ye are leading them juft the contrary. Should 
ye not have been more tender of the blood of the fouls 
of the young generation, as to turn your back upon your 
profeflion, and turn in with the m*en of thefe abomina- 
tions in all things ? O fear tKe wrath of that God who 
has faid, * fhall any break the t oven ant and be delivered? 
Now therefore, I defire, as ye tender your own fouls, 
that ye would turn again to your'firft hufband, for it 
was better with you than it is now. Next, you that are 
the young generation, men and won^n, what are ye do- 
ing ? Are ye following tjie Yootfteps of your fathers in , 
iheir courfes of defeftion, joining in hearing thefe per- 
jured curates, anfwering at their courts, joining in their 
worfhip with them, in their abominable and foul-deftroy- 
ing courfes, contrary to the word of God, our fplemn 
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covenants, and confcflion of faith,' larger ^nd . (horter 
catechifips, the order of the church of Scotland, in dif- 
cipline, woHbip, and government ; as they, ye, and I, 
arc'fworh, with hands lifted up to the moft high God, 
which no power on earth is able to \pofe nor undo, nor 
free from no man, nor woman baptized in the name of 
the Father, Son, -and Holy Gholl. O therefore take 
heed how ye think to anfwer before the great fin-revelfig- 
ing God, .before whom I am to appear within a 'little 
fpace, and Before whom I and all the world will ftand 
and be judged with righteous judgment. 

And likewife feeing that I dare not but fhew you my 
mind anent'fome perfons and their carriage in this day 
ot" JacoVii trouble, when Zion is laying wafte and plow- 
ing like a field. Firft, I give my teftimony againft thefe 
men called elders in my own parifh, btcaufe of thdir 
complying with every courfcof defedion and abomina- 
tion that comes alongft through the country, ijiy Tlfey 
being thought to be faithful elders in the time of the 
prefbyterian government, and then turned elders to the ' 
curate Carnagie, and then turned elders to Mr Wadder- 
burn, that indulged minifter, and now are feffioners to 
this curate. And feeing thi« is true, that they have 
ihewed themfelves to be men of no principles, and the 
ijpirit of God faying exprefsly^ * meddle not with them 
that are given to change ;* who can blame me to difown. 
them. • • . 

I give my teftimony againft John Boyd, called bailie 
of Kilmarnock, for his bloody courfes in many things, 
and efpecially in his uplifting of the cefs and bloody 
fines, and in opprefling the poor in, their confciences, and 
laying on of dragoons upon them moft cruelly, which 
he did upon me four times ; I wjftj . God may forgive 
htm for what he has done in that matt^er. 

Now, according to my blcffed Lord's command, I am 
not pofteiTed with malice, ©r a fpirit of revenge, but 
blefles when*^ curfcd. As for thefe men that is unjuftly 
taking away my life, not only contrary to the law of 
God,\and the antient laws of the land, but even contra- 
^ry to their own law ; now, for -what they are doing to 
xne, as I am in myfclf, I can freely forgive them, and 
all others ; but as they do it againft the imag% of Ged, 
in me, and upon his truth's account, and £o againft him«> 
felfi that is not mine to forgive, but leaves it to him, to 
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whom ▼engeance belong^ that he may deal with tjiem 
as he may mod glorify himfelf. O If I could fpeak or 
nrrite any^thing to the commendation of th^ covenanted 
God of th« church of Scotland, I hstve furely many 
things to fay, for that he tryfted my lot to be in a. na- 
tion where he hath fet up his pure worlbip ; whereas be 
might juftly have letten my lot be amongft pagans, and 
Bfcathen nation!:, that know nothing of the true God. 
Or, 2^, he might have ordered ic to be among thefe 
that are worfbipping antichrid, ^at whorci that in(Mi« 
ftrous heail, that fits upon many waters, whofe fentence 
may be read in ^ev. ziv. 9. < And the third angel fol- 
lowed them, faying with a loud voice, if any man wor- 
(hip the beaft and his image,- and receive his njark in his 
forehead, or in his hand, vet. io« The fame (hall drink 
of the wine of the wxath of God^ which is poared out 
without mixture, into th^ cup of his indignation ; and 
he fliall be torjnented with fire and brimUone, in thepre- 
fence of the holy angels, and in the prefence of the L^nb: 
Ter. II. And the fmoke of their torment afce^deth up 
for ever and ever f and they have no reft day nor nig^t, 
who worihip the beaft and his image, and whofoever re- 
ceiveth the mark of his name.' And fo, as fure as God 
u God, and the holy fcriptures are his -word, acceding 
to which all men that have heard or ieen it, fhall be 
judged, having the fentence of abfolution or condemna- 
tion paft according thereto, Rom. ii. 12. * For as many 
us have finned witnour law, {hall alfo porilh without law.' 
So it is clear that the firft will furely periih, vis. all \x^' 
fidels, and atheifts, and heathens, and pagans, that know 
nol the true God nor his law ; * and as many as have 
finned in the law, ihall be judged by the law.' And io 
whatever vain hopes th^ papifts may have of being fav- 
ed, living and dyin? papifts, or whatever charity loofe 
profeiTors have on that head to give them, they are as 
far from being laved as devils, which are eternally caft 
out of his prefence. 

3^!^, I have him to bleis for this, that my lot is not 
among corrupt proteftant churches abroad, Lutherians, 
and others corruptions and abounding.errors, both in doc* 
trine, difcipline, woiihip and government, iedariaiiy «* 
pifcopal, or eraftian ; but in the reformed cborcb of 
Scotland, where all thefe things have been caft over the 
hedge, as not plai^u of his pkmting, where he hath^^ 
3 owned 
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ow id in all offices, prophet, pricft, and king, though 
he may fay of us, in a great meafure, as to the church^ 
of Ifrael of old, * I have planted thee a noble vine, but 
thou art beconie a degenerate plant of a A range vine un- 
to me,' &c. In that day of planting we could have fung 
that fong, Ifa. xxvi. i .— -* We have a ftrong city, falva^^ 
tion will God appoint for walls and bulwarks/ Lam. 
iv. II, < The Lord hath accomplilhed his fury, he hath 
poured out his fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire in 
Zion, and it hath devQured the foundations thereof, ver. 
u: The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants of 
the world', would not have believed that the ad verfary and 
the enemy fbould have entered the gates of Jerufalem, 
Ver. 13. For the fins of her prophets, and the iniquirics 
of her priefts, they have flied the blood of the jufl in tl^c 
midft of her. Ver. 14. They have wandered as blind 
men in the ftrects, they have polluted themfelves with 
blood, fo that naen could not touch their garments.' Thi* 
may be our regret before God, as in ver. 7. * Her Na- 
zarites were purer than fnow, they were whiter than milk, 
they: were more ruddy in body than rubbies, tlieir poltfli* 
ing was of fapphire : ver. 8. Their vifagc is blacker than 
a coal, they ar6 not known in the ftreets ; their fkin 
cleaveth to their bones, it is withered, it is become 11 ks 
a ftick,* &c. O how unnatural like were it for the mo- 
ther to let the child, the fon'of her womb, perilh for 
lack of the brcafts ; were flie free of the child's blood, it 
periQiing for want of its natural food? And O! how 
many are this day psrilhing for Want of the lively preach- 
ed gofpel ; < evqn the fea monfters draw ont the brealh, 
they give Tuck to their young ones ; the daughters of ^ 
my people are become cruel like the oHiiches in the wil- 
tleniefs,' ver. 3. And, 

4^Ai^, I have him to blefs for tliis, that I am not this 
^ay figfiting againil him in an open flated war, and fo 
hearing arms agalnit him and his people, for there is no 
more in me, j^ to myfelf, th:in thefe that are imbrewing 
their hands deeply in the blood of the faints. 

5^^/', I have him to blefs fcr this, that ever he open- 
ed n\ine eyes to fee the myftery of iniquity that abounds, 
and hath its feat in ihe heart; as alfo, in fcmie mecUure 
a fight of the remedy in the blood of Jefus, with his 
Spirit engaging me to himfelf, letting me fee himfelf al- 
together precious, making me to fee that * it is better to 
, R be 
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be a door keeper in the houfe of God| than to dwell in 
the plcafurcs of fm for a fcafon ;' Pfalxn Ixxiii. 24. « Thoa 
(halt guide me with thy Counfel, and afterward receive 
me to glory. Ver. aj. Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
and there is none upon earth that 1 defire befides thee/ 
6ibiy^ I have his holy name to blefs that ever he hon- 
oured me to know any thing, how fmall focrer, of his 
perfecuted liuths, viz. his crown, kingdom and privile- 

fesy now when many by their adls and laws have taken 
is crown, and fceptre, and royal robe from him, and 
fettled the whole government of his houfe upon a man 
that is but a worm ; but J believe his decree will Hand, 
oppofc it who will ; Pfal. ii. 6. " Yet have I fetmy king 
upon zriy holy hill of Zion. Ifa. xlii. 8. 1 am the Lord, 
that is my name, and my glory^ will I not give to ano- 
ther, neither ray praife to graven images*" Now it is 
his declarative glory which that ufurper hath taken to 
himfelf. Ay, but he that leadeth captivity captive ac- 
cording to his royal will and word will reclaim his- own 
glory 5 he it is alone that hath given him to be the fure 
-foundation, whereon all the building is fitly framed, 
** that ftone that the bgilders hath rejected, is made the 
head of the corner, Ifa. xxviiL 16. They ef ore thu« faith 
the Lord God, behold I lay in Zion for a foundation, a 
done, a tried ftone, a precious corner ftone, a fure foun- 
dation ; he that believeth fliall not make hafte. Ver. 
17. Judgment alfo will 1 lay to the, line, and righteouf- 
nefs to the plummet, and the hail fhall fweep away the 
refuge of lies, and the waters fhall overflow the hiding 
place." 

"iihly^ I blefs and magnify the holy ndnxe of my God, 
that hath called me to be a fuflFerer for his work and in- 
tereft, counting it not my fhame, but a high privilege 
-and dignifying of me, when many famous in their g'ene- 
. ration have been denied of it, when fo many are deny 
Ing, and by their practice, are rendering the crofs of 
Chrift of no efFedt. O my friends, blefs and magnify 
your God for this, that ye are privileged with thefe things, 
arid ftrive to walk worthy of hini in your places, callings 
and ftations, and relations, as a huft)aiid, as a wife, as a 
raafter, as "a fervant, as a Chrift Ian ; ftudy to have a 
blamelefs converfation, as becomes the gjofpel, as far .as 
ye can walk void of offence towards God and man. My 
icar friends, I have fweet peace in my lovely Lord ; he 

has 
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has made my prifon become a palace unto me, a»d he 
has made me many a time to blefs him for my lot, for 
which, my foul fhall praife him through all eternity. 
Therefore, my dear friends, let none of you think it 
ftrange, concerning thefirey trial, as though fome ftrange 
thing had happened unto me, for it is iji his holy wif- 
dom he hath made my lot fweet ; for he has made out ' 
his Iweet promifes unto me, one of which is of more 
worth than all the world, giving me the witnefs of his 
fpirit, bearing wttnefs with my fpirit that I have a right 
to them ail- 
Now farewel aH things in time ; farewel holy fcrip* 
turcs ; farewel all Chriftan friends ; farewel prayer and 
meditatlan ; farewel faith ; farewel hope. Welcome 
heaven ; welcome Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; wel- 
come angels, and the fouls of juft men miide.perfedl ; 
welcome praifcs for evermore. 

Sk fuhfcrihtturj 

JOHN FINLAY. 

Th3 laft Teftimony of Wtlllam Cochrarty who lived in the/ 
pariih of Evandale, and fuffered inthe Grafs-market 
of Edinburgh, December 15. 1682. 

Loving Friends, 

SEEING I am going oflF time to eternity, I think it 
fit now to leave my teftimony to the truths of God. 
And ijiy I own the fcriptures, and acknowledge them 
to be' the only rule to the church and people' of God at 
all times, and under all difpenfations. 2//];, Jefus Chrift - 
to be the only Saviour of his people, and head of his / 
church, and fole governour of his houfe. 3^^, I ad- 
here to the covenanted work of reformation, Confeflion 
of Faith, and the covenants and catechifms ; And I 
think it my great honour and glory, that I was bom a 
member of that cl^urch, and defire to bear my teftimony 
to all the privileges of that church ; and alfo I defire to 
bear witnefs againft all her enemies, efpecially againft 
fupremacy and prelacy, and all prelatic and eraftian cour- 
fes, and againft all joiners and compilers whatfocver with 
fuch like. ^ , 

Now I defire every believer in the church of Scotland, 
to lake a'look how matters ftand between God and their 
fouls in fuch a day as this ; for it fctms to me, that that 
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religion which would have done your turn at otlicr times, 
•will cot do it now ; for his way is now in the deeps,and 
ye would need look where ye ftand, when fo many are 
falling ; and fee whether ye have made religion your on-- 
Jy choice or no : For except Chrift be the only pearl of 
price to you, and his law your delight, ye cannot hold 
out ; for it feems. to be a great work to be felf-denied, 
and part with all things, when they come in competition 
with the truths of Chrift. Your going to kirks, «nd an- 
fwcring courts now-, when they are founded upon perju- 
ry, and feated upon the ruins bf the church ; I cannot 
fee, but it is a dircft contradicting of the work of refor- 
mation, which we are fwom to maintain in its purity, in 
do6lrine, worfliip, difcipline and government, for we 
should ^ot be divided direftly nor indirectly; and a 
joining witji the enemies of the truth, when we fhonld 
neither touch nor tafte with the men of thefe abomina- 
tfons. O look where" ye are, and what will* be the end, 
if mercy prevent it not ; when once ye are fanged in 
their fnares, ye.ftand ftoutly to the dafence of it, and of 
thefe that join with them in diefe enfnaring courfes. I 
ilefirc ye would look through the caufes^ ,why the Lord 
contends with this poor l^nd, and leaves them thus to 
cpnfume away unto drofs, for the whole land is involv- 
ed in perjury, for they are all joining together to deftroy 
that which we were bound and fwom to maintain both 
in kirk and (late. 

Ye know that the land was given away to the Lord 
by covcnarft, and we, with all our fubftance, lives and 
foi tunes, fwom tx> defend it to the utmoft of our power, 
O therefore confider where ye are now, }'ou may d?4^e 
your perjury from the changing of the government, and 
the couping up of the work of reformation, and your be- 
ing wiinefs to it, and to the taking and beheadipg of 
Argyle and Mr Guthrie, without either i-efifting or re- 
fentirg of it, which is aftonifhing to me to think upon, 
for ye were bound to defend the lives of thefe two men, 
though all your lives fhould have gone for it : I am put * 
to wonder at Scotland's blindneis. Ye may fee your 
crowning and entering into covenant with Charles Stu- 
art hath been a thing contrary to the will of the Lord, 
for he and all his predeceiTors have ftill been known to 
be in oppofition to the ways of the Lord. It feenfts that 
the Lord is ftill <;ontcndiiig with the land, and will con- 
tend. 
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ta.d, until he confume him and the land, becaufe the 
king's fms become the people's fins, when not witnefTed 
againft and wit^*^<iood. Now we know how he hatJi in- 
inared the whole land by his acls, but efpecially his fu- 
premacy over the church, and iutnifidn on Chrift's pre- 
rogatives ; and fo many minifters being in the land, and ' 
yet have not witnefled againft it, but have either kept fi- 
lencc, and thereby declared their unfaithfulnefs to the 
I^ord, and the fouls of them they were fet over ; for the 
minifters ought to preach in fexfon and out of feafon» 
and fet th^ trumpet 10 their mouths, and give the people 
warning of every fin, or elfe the Lord will require their 
blood at the >ninifter's hands. I fear the minifters of 
Scotland will be found very guilty of this ; they have 
Tiot given the people faithful warning againft the hear- 
ing of the curates and indulged^ for ^e peoples teftimo- 
nies lay partly in forbearing" to hear; for they jvere 
tlmrft in by the king'^ fupremacy^ and entered not in at 
the door : And the indulged have done more hurt to the 
cliurch, than all the curates have done;- for they were 
looked upon to be godly men, and poor tilings not con- 
fidering, but following them blindly, not looking to the 
feripture, and the. government of the church, and fo have 
broken and divided the people. 

And our noblemen and gentlemen, from whom other 
things were looked for, have deferted the caufe to the 
ftain of their memory to, after generations. The minif- 
ters ought to have given the people warning, and not 
Have been fo tender of men when truth was {o wronged: 
for the people many of tBem were like to have takea 
Warning ; but we fee that juggling with the Lord firft 
and laft hath been our ruin and wrack, and now we are 
brought to nothing, and our wordly wifdom is feen to 
be foolifhnefs with the Lord. But I perceive,' within 
thefe two or three years, the Lord is beginning to let us 
fee our former ground again ; and defire you his poor 
people to labour. to win at it, and to hold in it, and to 
bs as tender of one another as ye can, without fmning 
«igainft the Lord ; for we will be all found gijilty of the* 
^efedion in lefs or more: Therefore 1 defire you to 
humble yourfelvcs before the Lord, and to make cpn- 
fcience of mourning and heart brokennefs and weeping ; 
for if ye had the fenfe of- it deeply impreffed upon your 
"^aUs, as I have had fmce I was a^prifoner, and the 
R 3 heart-breaks 
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hnrt-breaks that I have had both from one ai>d anoth«ry 
l>ut efpccially from niiftaken fri^ijjs, ye could not but 
have wccped with all your heart. Bul^f^ear friAids, be 
not difcouraged, but hold on ; for this' way that I am 
now to fufFer and lay down my life in, is, and will be 
found at length to be the way of God. There is mnch- 
need of tendcrnefs of, and zeal to God's glory and of 
watchfulnefs ; for I find there are fnares on all hands, and 
I fear feme of the Lord's choice people will be permit- 
ted to fall. And likewife, I defire, dear friends, that 
ye would keep a fpirit of fympathy with one another ; I 
fear your ftraits be but coming : And I defire, when ye 
fall upon debates upon the matters of the Lord, that ye 
would follow the methods of the Scriptures and his ipirit 
there, and ceafe from your bitternefs, one of you againft- 
another : For the wrath of man worketl^ not the righte- 
oufnffs of the Lord ; but be humbled under the feiife of 
the public fins that have caufed us to be fmitten with 
fuch fliarp dil]x'nfations from the Lordl But I think 
ScotHmd s cafe is like the cafe of Jonah, who fled from 
the prefence of the Lord, till he could win no farther^ 
and the Lord purftied him into the whale's belly, till he 
was forced to^cr)N>ut unto the Lord. O ! that ye would 
cry, and cry aright with broken hearts, and confefs to 
• the Lord, and forfake. Lay it home to each one of 
yourfelves in particular, as David did, when he tranf- 
grcffed againft the Lord, and numbered the people. O 
that ye would plead with the Lord, and come in his 
Incrcy, and plead for the young generation, that have 
not finned away the gofpel, as we have done, and fay 
to the Lord, what have thefe filly Ihe'ep done ? O plead 
hard with the Lord, for'l am perfuaded he hath a kind- 
n^fs for Scotland ; he is dealing with the. hearts of fome 
of the young generation, and as-yfet he has:keeped up a 
party contending for his work, and' will keep up fome 
witnefllng ilill ; yea, I think lie \<*in ftill keep a contending 
p^rty for his work and truths until he return again : and 
1 think the hopes of this fiiould encourage your hearts. 

Now, the main article of my indiftment upon which I 
liave received my fcntence of death from men, was that 
I would not {-^Y God fave the king, which (as they have 
now dated him an idol yn the Mediator's roonfi) I could 
not do, wi^ihout being guilty of fayipg Amen to all that 
h^ haih done againft the church and people of God, and 

- . true 

Digitized by LjOOgle 



ofU^tlliam Cochtan. jg^ 

true fubjcdls of the kingdom, and the antient and fiindap 
mental laws thereof; and have done contrary to that in 
the fecond epiflle of John, ver. lo. " If there come 
any unto yon, and hring not this do<5trine, receive him 
not into your houfe, neither bid him God-fpeed : for 
he that biddeth him Go.d-ipeed is partaker of his evil 
deeds." And alfo ye know, the taking of tlie name of 
Gp4 in our mouths is a part of worfhip, and fo a wor- 
fhipping of their idol; for before our faces they faid, 
that he was king over all perfons, and over all caufes ; 
■which is putting him in God's room. But they feur 
tenced me, becaufe, faid they, that I difowned authority, 
whioh was a diving into the thoughts of my heart. 
Now, in obedience to what my Lord Iiath commanded, 
I can freely forgive, as I delire to be forgiven, any 
thing that is done to me, as I am in myfelf ; but what 
hath been done a<ijainft me upon the account of trutli, 
and fo ftriking againft God, I am not to fet myfelf above 
him, but I leave that to himfelf. Now, 1 have great 
fatisfa^ion in my lot, and I rejoice that he hath called 
me to it^ and I blefs him that I have been all along help- 
ed to join with his defpifedwork and people. And now 
ma^y are pleafed to fay, that I had not been apprehend- 
ed as a prifoncr, if there had not beenfome of the fufFcV 
ing people of God frequently about my mbtlier's houfe : 
which is a commanded duty, much commended by 
Chrift; If any man gave a cUp of cold water to a dit 
ciple, in the liame of a difciple, he (hall not want a dif- 
ciple's reward 1 Therefore feeing it is fuch, let none of-* 
fend at fuch a work, who look upon tliemfelves as mem- 
bers of that body ; what may follow, leave that in the 
^ Lord's hand, who doth all things well, and nothing can 
harm his people, being found rightly in the way oftheir 
duty. Now, as- to thofe who count the pure way of 
trurii a wild principle, I count it a greater mercy to be 
wild from the way of finning, than to be tamed there- 
unto ; as, alas ! mod of the i^jeneration are. 

Now, farewel all true friends in Chrift ; farewel holy 
and fwect Scriptures ; fiirev^el finning and fufferrng.^ 
Welcome heaven and the full enjoyment of God through* 
all eternity, v. 

Sic fuhfcrlbkur^ 

WILLIAM COCHRAN, 

The 
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The laft Spfecch and Tcftimony of Andnw Gmffine, 
Weaver, who lived in the fhire «f Fife, and fuffcred 
at the Gallowlee, Edinburgh, July 1683. 

My* dear friends, 

BEING here to die for my dearcft Lord's precious 
truths, I thought fit to leave this viih you, as my 
laft adrice. Seek to do good to all in your day. L,et 
your moderation be known to all men. Study to be em- 
ploying your God, for there is fuddcn wrath pronoun- 
ced from heaven againil all' ihix have been doing, or 
continue to do evil : for he hath faid, Jer. x. 25. Pour 
out thy fury upon the heathen, — and upori.the families 
that call not upon thy name. We had need to know 
what we (hall anfwer, when we (hall come before him, 
with whom we have to do ; for he is a holy God, and a 
confiiming fire to the workers of iniquity. Wherefore, 
dear friends, ftudy holinefs in all manner of cbnverfation ; 
make it your earncft care to have your converfation as 
becomes the gofpel, and then he will be forth-coming 
unto you. My friends, I leave you with the Lord, who 
hath promifed to be the God of his people. He is given 
of the Fatherto be a leader and commander to his people, 
and he will lead them. And I entreat every particular 
perfon, never to be at reft, till tliey give away themfelves 
perfonally in covenant to God» and promife through his 
grace, to be for him, aftd nor for another. I leave you 
to him, who leads Jofeph like- a flock.. If you 'would 
have him fpeaking peace to you in your life, and in your 
end, cleave to the Son of God and his truths. And re- 
member, if fpeedy repentance do not repent, yo:u will 
utterly ruin your immortal fouls. Now, my dear friends, 
ye that are ^efiring fingly to ftand for Gqd, hold .on 
your way, and wait for the Lord, and quit not a hoof, 
of the truth : He will be an upmaking God to you, and . 
he has promifed to be a pr^fent help to, you in the time 
of your need. • 

There is a great confluence come here at this time ; 
1 would wifh with all my heart they would -get g*od by 
their coming. I am come here to lay down my life.:'! 
declare I die not as a murderer or as an evil-doer j al- 
though this covenajnt-breaking, perjured, murdering ge- 
neration lay it to my charge, as though I were a mur* 

dcrer. 
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derer, on account of the juftice that was execute on that 
^ Judas thstt fold the kirk of Scotland for 50,000 merks a 
year. And we being bound to extirpate popery and 
prelacy, and that to the utmoft of our power, and 'we 
having no other that were appearing for God at that 
day, but fuch as took away his life, therefore I was 
bound to join with them, in defending the true religion, 
ai}d all the ]and. Every man "wzh bound in covenant, 
when he had fold thiv-^hurch, they were bound, I fay, 
to meet him by the way, when he came down from Lon* 
don, and have puvhini prefently to the edge of the fword, 
for that heinous indignity dpne to the hoiy^Son of God, 
But it is, alas ! too Apparent that men have never known 
God rightly^, nor confidered that he is a holy God; O 
terrible backflidingj thejp will not believe that'God will 
call tliem to an acco^3mt fpr. what they owed to God : 
But afTure yourfelve*, lis he "is in heaven,, he will call 
every one to an ac^ou:i)it, how they have ftood to tliatco* 
Tenant and work of i^rmatloti. I need fay np more ; 
but I would have^yo«?^bnfi4er, that in breaking the co- 
venant, we have tijampled under foot the precious truths 
of Jefus'Chrift.. , 

Now, being ftraitened ct time, I mufl le;ive off writ- 
ing. Wherefore, farewl holy fcriptures, wherewith my 
foul hath been many a day refreflied ; farewel fwcet 
focieties with whom I have been, whofe* company was 
f jily rcfi'elhful to. me ; farewel my mother, brethren, 
fifters, and all other relations ; farewel all earthly plca- 
fures ; farewel fun, moon, and ftars. Welcome fpirits 
of juft men made perfe<5l ; welcome angels ; welcome Fa- 
. ther. Son, and Holy Ghoft„into whofe hands I commit 
inyipirit. 

' Sic/ul/trilfitur, 

ANDREW GUILLINE. 

The inhuman treatment this martyr met. with ought 
not to be forgot, as a pregnant inftancfe of the hellifli rage 
and fury of thefe perfecutors, and of the Lord's rich 
grace," who wonderfully countenanced and ftrengthened 
him to endure the tortures inflicted upon him, with an 
undaunted bravenefs of fpirit : For befides the tortures 
he fuflered in prifon, they ordered both his hands to be 
cut off, whik he was alive : And it ^as obferved by op- 
lookcrs, though (by reafon the executioner was drunk) 

he 
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he received nine ftrokcs in cutting them o£P, yet he bore 
it with invincible patience. And after the right hand 
was cut off, he held out the fturap in view df the multi- 
tude, faying, As my bleffed Lord fealed my falvation 
with his blood, fo I am honoured this day to feal his 
truths with my blood. Afterwards being llrangled a 
little, his head was cut off, and it, with the hands, plac- 
ed upon the Nethcr-t>ow-port 6f Edinburgh ; and his in- 
trails being taken out, his body was conveyed to Magus- 
moor, and there hung up in chains, on a high pole. 

The laft.Teftimony of John Cochran^ who lived in the 
parifh of Itefmahcgo, and fuffered at the crofs of Edin- 
burgh, upon the 30th of November, 1683. 
-- % 

BEING brought before the lords of judiciary, they 
^(ked, where I t^^ent in to the rebels ? I anfwered, 
1 went in to the people of God, whom ye call fo at 
Drumclog. They afked, if 1 had arms ? I told, I had 
a fork. They afked, if I thought it rebellion? I faid. 
No. And they faid, what was it then ^ I told them, it 
was in defence of the go{pel. They aiked, if I did own 
the authority ? I told them, as far as it did agree with 
the word of God. Then they afked, if I would pray 
for the king ? I told them, that prayer fliould be gone 
about In decency and order. Then they afked, if I 
would fay, God favc the King ? And I refufed* Then 
they faid, was I not bound to pray for him ? I told themf 
that I was bound to pray for all that were within the 
bounds of election. Then they faid, was the bifliop'i 
death mnrder ? I told, I was no judge. Then they aflt- 
ed; if I was at Bothwel ? I told them, / was. They faid^ 
was it rebellion ? I faid, No. Then I was' taken back to 
prifon again, and the irons laid on me : but bleflcd be 
the Lord, that- was no difcouragement to me y for when 
the ftorm blew hardeft the fmiles of 'my Lord were at 
the fweeteft. It is matter of rejoicing unto me, to think 
how my Lord hath pafTed by many a tail cedar, and 
hath laid his love upon a poor hramble-bulh, the like of 
me. And O ! that I could blefs the Lord for it, and 
fay. Come all ye that fear the Lor*d, and I will tell you 
what he hath done for my foul. And now I am made 
to fay, That- the Lord doth all things well, and holy is 
bis name. And as for my part, I have good caufe to 

blefs 
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blefs the Lord, th^t ever I was a hearer of the perfecut* 
cd gofpel ; and however die world think of us, that our 
lot is hard in a world, yet remember, that he faith in 
his holy word, that whofoever will live godly muft 
fuffer perfecution ; and whplbevcr will not take up his 
crofs, afnd follow me, is not worthy of me. And fear 
not him that can kill' the body, but he hath faid, I will 
forewarn you whom ye (ball fear,> fear him that can ktU 
both foul and body, and caft both into hell. And if 
judgment begin at the houfe of God, where ihall the 
wicked and ungodly appear in that day, when he (hall 
take vengeance on them that fear bim not, and obey not 
the gofpel? And now, alasi I. am afraid, that even 
much of the gofpel amongft us will be a witncfs againfl 
us ; for it was the judgment of Gapenjjium, that fo many 
mighty works were done in it, and yet they believed not : 
and yet for all that came • upon it, it was faid to be ex- 
alted up to heaven ; and then we hear of its being thruft 
down to hell : even fo I fear the having fo much light 
be the plague of oiir land ; for it was once a praife to 
all the earth ; but now a. mocking, even among the 
heathens. 

And noy^ ds a dying roan, I do heartily declare my 
adherence unto all the holy fcriptures of the old and new 
teftament ; and preaching of that bleffed gofpel, by a 
faitliful, fent prefbyterian gofpel miniftry. As alfo, I 
do with all my foul and heart, agree with, and aflent un- 
to the Confeflion of Faith, Larger and Shorter Gate* 
chlfms, th« fum of laving knowledge ; the national and 
folenin league and covenants, direAory for worfhip, the 
folemn acknowledgment ^jf public fms and breaches of 
the covenant, and engagement to all diities, together 
with all and whatfoevcr is contained within the fqrefai4 
book. And likewife I do hereby heartily witnefs arid 
teftify againft pope^, prelacyi eraftianifm, hertfy, and 
other, errors, especially Quakerifm, and whatfoever is 
difconform and difagreeable to the holy fcriptures, an4 
thcfe other found writings above-mentioned. And fick- 
like 1 witnefs and teftify my abhorrence and deteftation 
of that abominable and blafphemous tel^, which is now 
fo violently prefled upon the people, tending to the dc- 
ftrudtion of their fouls. Moreover, I leave my wife and 
fix fmall children to the care and proteftlon of al;3iighty 
God, who hath promifed to be a father to the fatherlefs, 

and 

Digitized by L^OOgle 



204 ^he Iqft Speicb and Teftimony • 

and an hufband to the widow ; and my foul to God who 
gave it, for whofe caufe I now wiUipgly lay down my 
life: And now bid fare Wei* to all earthly and carnal 
comforts. Farewcl all Chrlftian acquaintance : And 
welcome Father, Son and H0I7 Ghoft, into whofe hands 
I do commit my fpirit. 

Sic fuhfcrihitur^ 

JOHN COCHRAN. 

A letter from John JVbarry^ who fuflPercd at the market- 
crofs of Glafgow, June nth, 1683. Written during 
his imprifonment, 00 his mother and other relations. 

Dear mother, brother, and iifterfe, 

IBefeech you, in the name of my fwcet and altoge- 
ther lovely, incomprehenfible, matchlefs, precious, 
beautiful and glorious redeemer, captain and conqneror 
over all his enemies, be not difcouraged ; for through 
his free love cafl on me in blaclc nature, who was bom 
an heir of fin and wrath, I am now, by his bleflcd pur- 
chafe, made free, by the laying down of his fwcet life 
for poor fmner^, of which I was one of the chiefeft in 
the world ; that I might get life eternal, which is his 
oym gift bellowed on me r And now, through his blciT- 
ed hind of providence, has made choice of poor unwor- 
thy me to be his prifoner; who ordereih all things well 
X.O thefe whom he fets his love on ; and thefe whom he 
•lov^s, he loves unto the end. I do not queftion his all- 
fufficiency : Dear mother, do not ye queftion it, but that 
he is fufficient to make me conqueror over ray inwarJ 
and outSvard enemies. O mother, blefs .the Lord that 
ever he gave you a fpn, and flelh and bones, to .be Jio- 
noured to be a fufFerer for his precious name, truths and 
intcreft, caufe, covenant, and concerns, according to his 
own rule in his blefled word, which is contained in the 
Old and New Teftaments, agreeable to all truths con- 
tained therein. O mother, will ye be intreatcd for hts 
love's fake, to give me back again to ht^m in a free will- 
offering ? O I am perfuaded, that it would pleafe my 
matchlefs Lord, and then it would fare better with tac^ 
and you both. O if ye knew what of the kiflcs of lov« 
and kindnefs 1 got, fince I was brought to carts, ftocks, 
and irons ! O unworthy I, that fhould be honoured with 
tliis ! O mother, I befeech you for his love's fake, tliat 
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ye do net repine, and thereby provoke the Lord to an- 
ger. Oblefs bim, for making all things pleafapt and 
dclightfome, refrefhful and comfortable to my foul^ and 
my brothers, i cannot exprcfs what of love I hayc met 
with, finoe they apprehended me, and my brother.- O 
blefs him fordeaHng fo with me. I befeech you, mo- 
ther, be fericus with the Lord, that what he hath begun, 
he may alfo 1>erfe<5l in us to his own glory, and for his 
own work in <he fouls of all that are within^the compafs 
of the decree 'bf eleftion of free grace. J cannot defcribc 
him, he is incomprehenfible, and he is without compare. 
O he is beautifiil and glorious, ftrong and almighty, 
powerful to break through difficulties, and to bring 
through his own (ilcift : AVI which is neceifary, and noth- 
ing lefs, that liis own being raft in the furnace for the 
trikl of their faith and patience, may be helped to en- 
dilrie ; for he knows well euoughto purge away the drofs 
and the fcum of his own eleA. O ! but fome fouls he 
plunges over anjd over; to others he limits and permits 
their winnowinj^ by Satan. O ! but'ft ue faith, believing 
and cafting all- the weight upon' the promifes, will brinf;^ 
you to the accomplirtiment, if ye endure with patience, 
he is the fame always to poor flnners, to make them to 
conquer over all their ihward and outward enemies, to 
thefe that have received him in the precious-oflFers of the 
gofpel, hoi den out to poor fmners freely, and to poor me r 
ahrf he hath engaged my heart to fall in love with l\im, 
and to follow the blefTed perfecuted gofpel, through good 
report and ill re[5ort, upon all hazards whatfoever thro' , 
his ftren^th. O L blefs him, all that is within me, that 
ever he made me to a<ft faith on his great and precjious ^ 
promifes, and alfo to truft to the faithful outmaking of 
them to his own in particular ftraits, and alfo to the 
church in general, in his due feafon, againft all oppofi- 
tions.that can come from a tempting devil, «nd a wick- 
ed confpiring an3 defpcrate heart, and the wicked, flat- 
tering, deceivihg, and biewitching wprld. 1 but thele 
be tbtee ftrong, arch,^ cunning, and fubtile enemies ! I 
fear, if this queftion were aiked at profeflbrs in the land, 
if they knew thefe ? They would anfwer. They knew - 
them very well ; though 1 fear th« contrary ; and it ap- 
pears much in our day and generation. Wo h us ! 
where is this married , land gone to, judge ye ? I blefs 
bim that he has made me his.prifoner, though I be un- 
S worthy ; 
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worthy ; he has ftooped low, and with his delicates has 
come to me in my irons^and cordS) in that chamber in 
Glafgow, with his own wine, apples ancl flagons. 1 
if ye knew what a fife we, have herei u ye knew the 
want of him, ye would have longed Ibrahim, and would 
not have thought a prifon, cords, flocks, irons, hard to 
bear for his comely prefence, and refrelhing of our fouls, 
O ! glory to his blefled and everlafting nape, whofe lov- 
ing kindnefs lads for ay. O friends ! give all the praife 
to precious and lovely Chrift, O fiien(J|! wre(l]e and 
hold on; ufe importunity with him for your blcednig, 
mother-church ; for it is not timC to be flack. pray 
for us, that we may get more and m©re of his fupport, 
, that we may be ffa-ong in our Almighty God, who has 
done great things for his church, and 5s beginning to do 
great things for us in prifon. O ! praife him all ye peo- 
ple ; it may be nearer to the -breaking of the day of our 
king royal, that ye are aware. God has long been fi- 
Icnt, and confcience dumb amongft people. O be aware, 
that ye have not iliefe two^ when he arifes to make war 
for all the wrongs he has fuftained. We befeech you in 
his own name, try whofe ye are, what ye arc, and in 
whofe- lift ye are : Know ye not, that true faith is the 
fubftance of things not feen, but hoped for in him, and 
will be made forthcoming to the feniible feeling of his 
own eledt. 

JOHNWHARRY. 

A letter written by James Smithy who fuffered for the 
truth at the market-crofs of Glafgow, June iith i685> 
. to hi§ father an^ mother. 

Dear father and mother, 

IBESE£CH you to forgivc me all the oflFences I have 
done to you, for ye know it is natural to chil<}rcn w 
oflFend and grieve their parents. Now this I feet inb^^ 
"name, and for his fake, and I heartily forgivc any pro- 
vocations that my father has given me, as I axnx)f taj- 
{c]£f and defire the Lord may take a dealing with yo^r 
heart, O my father. Now, my dear father, feck the 
. Lord that your foul may live ; andjmake religion your 
main work, and let it not be a by-bufinefs to yoo> out 
ftrive and wrefUe to get time fpent rightly in the fear ol 
the Lord, minding always and at all times, that the eye 
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or a holy and juft God is upon you ; and be fcrlous with 
Grod, and deaiin 'earneft with him, that he would help 
you to felf-denial, to be denied to. all things beneath the 
clouds ; and ftudy to win at mortification, and let yoOr 
-affefllons follow nothing further than ye can be mollifi- 
ed to it ; and be fubmiffive to his holy will. Now tlie 
I^ord himfelf perfuade you to fall in love with 'lively 
Chrift ; and I defire the Lord may give you unfeigned 
repentance, and faith in Jefus Chrift, and ftrength tg 
ftand out and refift thef© iftfnaring courfes, vl%, locality 
paying, and the compearing at courts, and hearing oi : 
curates, and the- like. Dear father, mother,- brethren, 
and fifters, quit with me, and give me up to the Lord, 
-who gave me'to you. Give me up freely without any " 
hankering and repining ; for he lo^th a cheerful giver. 
I dare not fay but he has been kind to me ; O matchlefs 
lo v« \ O praife, praife him that ever he honoured the 
like of me with cords on my arms, and ftocks on my 
legs ; irons have been fweet and eafy to pae, and no trou- 
ble. Now hold up my cafe to the Lord, and doubt not 
of his faithfulnefs and all-fufficiency, for he Is b<StIt.able . 
and willing, and he has faid, " in all your afilivftions I * 
am afflidled ;'* and he carries his and their crofs both,'^ 
and he fends hone a warfare on their own charges* John .. 
xii. 24. " Verily verily I fay -unto you,-except a corn .of 
-wheat fall into the ground $ud die, it abideth alone ; but 
if it die, itbrine;eth forth much fruit." And ver. 25. 
•« He that loveth his life, fhall lofe it ; and he ihat hat- 
cth his life in this world, fhall keep it unto life ^terjial." 
And I can fay -upon good grounds, ^ am well Iclped of 
I'ny lovely m after in all that I have been tryrted with. 
I defire with all my heart and foul to blefs aiTji praife . 
the holy name of m7 God for his lo^^e, and thlt ever he 
looked on the like of me, a poor fmful thing. O praife 
him, and rejoice with me that it i^ fo well with- me. - 
Now the manner of my taking was not furpfifmg 10 me; 
1 was not afraid, for 1 dare not queftion bu»t \t was the . 
place, and alfo the time was conie 5 glory to his name 
in fo ordering of if. No more at prefent, but have my 
^ love remembered to you, and defires you' all to take up 
yourfelves with your duty. Now I quit you all to him 
who is able to fave to the utmoft. Be'much- taken up 
in the churches condition,' and be not at*^afe In the time 
of Zion's trciible. My brethren, my advice to you is, 
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* ■ 
to joiH yourfelves in a fociety or fellowftiip'meetiDg^, in 
the ftrenglh of the Lord. Now my lovely Lord, give 
thy bleffing to aU thine/ an4 pardon the fms of all the 

Sic fuhfcrthiturf 

JAMES SMITH. 

The interrofjations prc^fed to JohaJNifket younger, v^ho 
lived in the.pari(h of Loudon, knd.fuCered at Kilmar- 
nock, April 4th, 1683. Sent by him in a letter to 
ioTCit friends. ^ " ^ 

Dear friends, 

THE manner of my examination (as I remember) 
was this ; Firjij ^ When few ye John Ni(bct \ A. 
I did not fee hira this, good while. ^ But when did 
you fee him, and where did you fee him ? A^ Although 
I could I would not anfwer, to difcover my neighbours. 
The major fald he would make me tell, or he would gar 
me £t three hours in helL I anfwered, that was not in 
hispo\^er. ^ Are you under an oath that ye will not 
(eliof the reft of you ? A* I am under no oath but what 
the covenant binds us to. ^ Toole ye ever the com- 
munion ? _-//. No. ^ Did ye ever preach, or ezponethe 
fcriptures \ A,\ could never read the Rudiments. Yet 
(faid they) tliere were men who did preach, that were 
not learned, I told them, I knew none but the quakers, 
whofe prjiciples I difown. Then faid they, fay, God 
fave the iing. I anfwered,,It was no^ in my power to 
fave or copdemn him. J^ Would you not fay, God fave 
your beaft;; if it were fallen into a hole \ A. No ; becaufe 
it is a talpng of his name in vain. ^ Was ycu at Boih- 
wel at the iwbellion ? A, Seeing you count it rebellion, it 
IS criminal, witnefs of it. J^ Is the bifhop's death mur- 
der? A, lam. not a judge to cognofce upon ir. And 
b^ing aikcd agAin my opinion cf it, I anfwered, I had 
faid all that I co\ild fay of it already. ^ Was Bothwel 
rebelliop? I anfwered, it was felf-defence, which was 
Jawfbl. ^ How prove ye that ? A, By that oDnfeffion 
which ye build your teft upon. ^ Then they faid jeering- 
Iv, ]^ was a grammarian. ^. Own ye a law ? A. Yes. 
^ Own ye the Ihw,- as it is now eftablifhed ? A. Siace 
ye make your queftions iftatters of life and" death, ye 
ought to give time to confi Jer upt)n tliem. . ^ Own ye 
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the ling in all matters, civil and ccciefL'tftic, and to be 
head of the church f.^. I will acknowledge none to be 
head of the church but Chrtil. ^ Who is lawgiver ? ^. 
Chrlft. ^ Is- the king Ae> king or not ? ji. He was 
once a covenanted king. ^ Is he the king noi^' ? '^. I 
r«fer it to his obligations in his coronuion oath, to b^ 
confidered. ^ Is, he your king, or not I I told them I 
^oiild not anfwer any more fuch queftions at this time. 
This is all that paft, for die moft part,* ex:ept a numb.r 
of fenfelefe queftions. No more at preicn% but has my 
love remembered to all friends in Chrift. I am very 
well horiic through, Skifocl be tlie Lord for it. 
Sicfiibfcnbifurj , 

■ : ' JOPIN NISBET. 

The hft Tcftimony of yj^« //y^^/. 

Dear friends, andtri^e lovers of Zion's righteous caufc. 

IF I rould fpeak or write any thing to the commenda- 
tion of the covenanted. Gwi of tlie church and king* 
dom of JScotland, furely I have many things to do it for. 
ifl. That he hath tryftcd my lot to be in a nation where 
be bath fet up his pure worlhi^?, difcipline and governr 
ment ; whereas he might jnftly have ordered it to have 
been wnong thofe that are worshipping an ti chrift, tliat- 
"where of Rome, that monJlrous beaft that fitteth upon, 
many waters, whofe fentence may be read, Rev. xiv. 9. 
And the third angel founded, iaying with a loud voice; If 
any man worlhip the bea^ft and his image, and receive his 
mark in his fore-head, of in hi^s hand, ver. 10. The fame 
(ball drink of the wine of the.- wrath of God, that is pour- 
ed out without mixture into the cup of his indignation ; 
and he ftiall be tormented with f<e and brimftone, in the 
prefence of his holy angels, and in the prefence of. the 
Lamb : Ver, 1 1. And the fmpke^ of their torment afccn-. 
deth up for ever and ever: and have no re ft ^ day nor. 
night, who worfhip the beaft and his image, and who- 
foever receiveth the mark of his namck 2r/i^,'He might 
have ordered it to have been amon'g the corrupt protef- 
tant churches abroad, Lutheiians, andcther coriuptlons,. 
and abounding errors, but in the reformed church of 
Scotland, which was fair as the moon, clear as the fun, 
and terrible as an army with banners. Tliis day was, 
when we could have fung that fong, Ifa. juxvi. i. We 
S3 ^ have 

Digitized by i^OOgle 



1X6 The hif, speech and TejVniofjy 

have a ftrcng city, falva-tion will the Lord appointfcr 
walls -and bulwarks, ^tliyy I blefs Utcholy name of my 
God, that I sm not this day cairying arms againHhini, 
his work and inicEeft ; for there is no more in me, as of 
rayfelf/ than'in' thefe that are deeply imtruing their 
har-ds in the blood of the faints, ^hfyf I blefs and mag- 
nify his holy name, that ever he brought me into an 
eftate of grace and falvation, through the virtue of the 
blcod'cf Chrift ; and exsilted be his holy name, That 
th^ir k none in heaven or in earth that I defire bciides 
him, Pfalm. l«xiii. 25/ And £thlyy 1 blefs and magnify 

. the holy name of my God, who hath given me a fight 
of his controverted truths, tiqw when it is come in quef- 
tion, whether Chrift be head of his C7wn houfe or not, 
whereas there is no truth clearer in all the fcripture ; yet 
Tt muft not be fpoken 0(9 iiP y«*refolve not to fufFer for 
it. Cthfyy I blefs his name, that ever he counted me 
w^orthy to fuffer for him, counlin^ tt not my ftiarac, but 
an high privilege, aad dignifying of me, w^hen many 
famous in their gencrationriav€ been denied of it,' and 
are endeavouring by their praftice to render the croJs cf 

. Chrift of no efFeft. *jlhly9 I blefs and magnify his holy 
name, that he hath kecp«d rile from denying of his name, 
in his titles and attributes 5 fbr that is the thing which 
the enemy and ufurpcrs cf n^ lovely Lord's crown are 
feekiog to have me to deny ullegJaflce to him, who is 
given of the Father to be a leader aiTd commandet of his 
people; If^. ocxvili. 16. Tk'js Awth the Lord, -Behold, I 
lay in Zion for a foundatk)n, sf ftene, a tried ftonc ; a 
precious comer-ftone, a fure foundation, he that b^iev- 
eth fhall not make hafte. V'tr. 17. Judgment will I lay 
to the line, and righteoufimfs to the plummet, and the 
hail fliall fweep away the f«fuge of lies, and the waters 
fhall overflow the hidiiig ^jdace, . But this may be onr 
complaint, Lam. iv- 4. The tongue of the fucking child 
clcaveth to the roof 4jf his mouth for thirft, the yoang 
children afk bread, and no toan brcaketh it unto them. 
Ver* 5. -—The daughtef of ifty people is become croel as 
the oft riches in tbe^vfildcmcfs, Mai. il- 8. But ye are 
departed cut of the way, ye have caufed many to ft^m* 
ble at the law : ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, 
faith the Lord of hoft$. Vet. 9. Therefore hare I alfo 
made you contemptible and bate before all the people, 
r«ccording as ye have cot kecped my ways, and have beto 
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partial in the law. For now it is with the land as ft is 
in Ezck. xxiv. 7^ For her blood is in the midft of her, 
Ihe fet it upon the top of a rock, (he poured it not upon 
tbe ground, to cover it with dufl : Ver. 8. That it might 
caufe fhry to comevup, to take vengeance: I have fet 
her blood upon the top of a rock, that it (hould not be 
covered. Ver. 9. Therefore thus faith the Lord, .wo to 
the bloody city, I will even make/the pile for fire great. 

Now^ is it not his declarative glory, which thatufiirp- 
er hath taken to himfelf ? Yea, 'but he thatleadeth cap- 
tivity captive, and givcth gifts unto men, will reclaim 
his own glory, for the government is. laid upon his fhoul- 
ders, Ifa. ix. 6. liph. i. 22. And hath put all things un- 
dcr'his feet, and gave him to be the head of all things 
to his church. Now, I being a free-bprn member of the 
church and kingdom of Scotland, aild joining with all 
the ftmdaraental laws thereof, and they refufe to judge 
and f(?ntcnce me according to that law, thatmuft with- 
out doubt be murder : and fufther, they rei'ufe to judge 
•according to the fcripti^res, which is an higher wicked- 
nef$. O what will come upon Scotland, for the high a- 
bommations committed therein I Surely it cannot but 
meet with odious judgments. Ifa. xxxiv. 5. For my 
fword (hall be bathed in heaven : behold it Ihallr come • 
down upon Idumea, ^nd uport the people of my curfe to 
judgment. For I fee nothtng appearing in this land, but 
defiedion frdm the way of truth ; for there is no public 
power now in the land, but what is founded upon per* 
jury, facrilege, and tyranny ; Ezek xxii. 6. Behold, th^ 
princes of Krael, every one were in thee to therr power 
to (bed blood. And compare Scotland's fins with Ifrael's 
fms, in that of Ezekiel, and fee if they be not paralleL 
And feeing they are fo, what can be expected but than 
their punrmments and plagues ihall^be parallel alfo \ Foif 
there are few moarning for all the abominations done in 
the land. ; 

Now, as to the articles of my indidlment, upon which 
my fentence of deat^ is pafFed, is chiefly thefc. \fi. My 
owning it as lawful, my rifing in arms at Bothwel bridge^ 
which 1 did with great cheerfulnefs and boldnefs, it w- 
ing fclf-defencc, and in defence of the gofpel 5 for my 
own part, the only end I had\ before me there was, the 
glory of God, if 1 was not deceived ; therefore I could 
notthioJc it rcbcUioDy or unlawful ag^mft God, although 
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tlic laws of men be acainft it, who.have fet themfelres 
in.oppofition to all the commands of God. zdly^ It 
was my difowning the curates tq be faithful miniftersj 
whichM did very boldly ; and they faid, if I difowned 
the curates, I difowned all autliority, wliich may teftify, 

-*. that they have fet themfelves inChfift*s (lead. T^dly^ My 
ownhig Mr Donald Cargil, Mr John Kid*, and Mr 
Richard Cameron, to be fki^ful minifters of Jefus Chrift, 
which I did, and I blefs the Lord ^that ever I heard 
' them, and I fet to my feal to the faithfulnefs of thefe . 
men's do^lrine. ^hly^ My not praying for the king iti 
his pcrfon and authority^ which I durft not do, it being 
a perfeiSt owning of him in all tliat he hath done-' • ^ome 
may objed, and fay, that I am again ft the fcriptures in 
this, becaufe in fevcral places in the Old Teftament, we 

. find, that the kings of Ifrael were anointed to that office 
by the Lord, and obredienc^ to them thereupon enjoined. 
But. this was only done to lawful kings, and fo could 
not be to clirs, he having fet up himfelf.in the room of 
God incarnate. And we may juftly fay, as the children 
of Ifrael faid, i Sam. xii. 19. " For we have added, 
unto all our fms this evil, to afk us a king ;" becaufe we 
follow him in things contrary to the command of God.. 
And fliould I pray for that man, to prefer ve him in his 
perfon and government, who hath thus ventured upon 
the thick boffes of the buckler of God Almighty. If one 
fhould objeft, and fay, thefe are fmall things : To which 
I anfwcr, no truth is fmall ; Luke xvi. 10. " He that 
is faithful in that which is leaft, is faithful alfo in much : 
and he that is unjuft in the leaft, is unjuft alfo in much. 
Now, I (liall give an account of my principles, and I 
(hall do it as in the fight of Crod. I am a true Chriftian, 
. truly anti-popifti, anti-prelatic, anti-fchifmatic, anti-lcc- 
~ tarian, anti-eraftian, a true Prefbyterian : And whatever 
many have faid of me, or may fay, thus I have lived, 
and fo now I die. Now, i^, I clofe with Chrift in that 
. way of redemption, which he h^th purchafed, for the 
redemption of fmners ; i. Tim. i. 1 5. " This is a faith« 
ful faying, and worthy of aU acceptation, that Chrift 
Jefus came into the world to favc finncrs, of whom I 
am the chief. Ver. i6. Howbeit, for this caufe I ob- 
tained mercy." idJy^ I give my teftimonyAo the fol- 
lowers of the holy Scriptures, for they arc the rule that 
men axe to walk by, and they declare the revealed Will 
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of God to roan, anent man's falvation.- ^dly^ I give mj 
t^ftimony to the work of reformation in the church of 
Scotland ; and I blefs the Lord that I was born a mem- 
ber ctf that church, but chiefly againft Popery, and Pre- 
lacy, and Quakerifm, and Independency ; and finally* 
£rom under, all the errors of the church, ^hly, I give 
my teftiraony to the Confeffion of Faith, Largci: and 
Shorter Cacechifms, Sun> of Saving Knowledge, Dircc-* 
tory for Worihip, the order of the church of Scotlan J. 
^th/y^ I give my teftimony to the divine worihip, difci- 
pluie and government of the church of Scotland, both 
by jdrk-feffions, prelbyterics, fynods, and general affem- 
blies. 6thiyt I give my teftimony to the Covenants, Na- 
tional and Solemn League and Covenant. 7/%, I give 
-my teftimony to the faithful aflings of the protefters* 
calle,d remonftrances, againft malignapts and malignant 
interefts, which is the very thing this poor church is con- 
tending for this day. ^tblyf I give my teftimony to all 
the faithful teftimonies of the people of God, that have 
been given for that noble work, whether on fcaffblds, or 
in the fields, or on the feas.* gthly^ I give my teftimony to 
the faithful agings of the laft martyr \ although this gene-, 
ration is calling fin a duty, and duty a fin, becauie of 
hazard ; for if this generation get leave to' go on in their 
pernicious ways, they will not believe that there is a 
God- in' heaven to punifli fuch fmners and fins as are 
committed in the land, Mai. iii. 9- " Ye a;re curfed ■ 
with a curfe ; for ye have robbed me, even this whole 
nation." 

Now, ifty I witnefs my teftimony againft the public 
refolutionprs, for bringing in ihe malignant party to 
places of »powcr and truft, for which this poor land ia 
fmarting, and bearing the weight of their hands to this 
May.' 2(ilyi 1 leave my teftimony againft that ad of fu- 
premacy-, add the a6t refcliFory, by.which two tliey have 
overturned the whole work of i^eformatiqn, both in kirk 
and ftate. '^dly, I leave my teftimony againft ihe un* 
faithfnlnefs of mini fters, bodi indulged, and others jj, who 
are fiieltering tliemfelvcs under the wings of thofe who 
declared tlierafelves enemies to all godlinefs j and I won- 
der how they can fay, they' are even-down for God, yet * 
never one of them is troubled, be troubled who will; for 
before ray face, one of thefe minifters laid [viz. Mr An- 
thony Shaw by name) he prayed, GoJ fave him from 
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the man that would not pray for the king in his perfon 
and government ; to whom I faid, magiftrates ought to 
puniih evil-doers : indeed fo he doth, faid he. d^h/y^ I 
leave ray teflimony againft the wrongers of my lovely 
Lord's crown, all in gcncrair S^^^r ^ leave iny teRi- 
mony againft the hearers of thcfe perjured curate^, 
t!iroughout the land, but efpecially in that corner of the 
land, to wit, Kilmarnock, for their going to kirks, 'fub- 
fcribing of bonds, paying of fines, v^hich includeth in it 
the acknowledgement of a fault, which I deny we have 
done, but they have done it to us, and yet ncYer a watch- 
roan to tefti^ againft it. 6th/yj I leave my teftimony 
againft paying of the cefs, or any other thing that may 
ftrcngthen the hands of evil-doers.: Ifa. Ixv. ii. " For 
yc are they that prepare a table fof that troop, and that 
fnmini a drink-offering unto that number/' 

Now, I will fpeak a word to three forts of folk ; i/» 
to you that are ftrangers, enemies to my lovely Lord, 
let your eftrangednefs be done away, fly to him, ere he 
break out in fury againft you. ' O confider how near you 
are to the deftroyer, if ye fly^not unto him ; and if you 
fly in unto him he will abundantly pardon. Therefore 
I entreat, that ye would turn from your evil ways, and 
leave off your perfecution,- and flee to him, for there w, 
mercy with him that he may l>e. feared ; and if ye ^jj' 
not turn, wrath will be upon you to all eternity. A/- 
cond fort are thefe that formerly have knov^Ti God, and 
now are fallen from their firft love. O confider yo"^ 
former ways, and turn again to your firft hufband, leit 
there be no fpace to repent ; for all the ways that ye 
Jiave taken to win by trouble will not hide you from him 
who is the great fin-revenglng God ; and he wfU hring 
all your fms, and your compliance, to ftand witnefs a- 
gainft you ; therefore delay not repentance, for ye wiU 
tind death have ^enough ado with itftlf. AthirJw^f 
are 'thefe who de fire to walk, in his way, and to kc^P. 
themfeives from the crying wickedntfs of thefe tiin^s. 
O ftand fa ft in the faith ; for there is no other burden 
laid upon you, but hold faft till he come. O for that 
day when ye fliall be made one ftick in his hand, 2p 
have, fervent charity among yourfelves, and <* let nitn 
that ftandeth, take heed left he fall,*' for ye will find e- 
nough ado with it when death comes ; therefore let the 
main thing be yoar ftudy, and get onec jhat made A^^^ 
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that cannot be taken from you ; for ye have many ene- 
mies to fight with^ if ye win through, for the way to 
heaven is very ftrait ; for it is no wonder Satan feeks to 
tempt poor .Chriftiuns, when he effayed to tempt our 
bleifed Lord and Matter.' Let none of. you think it 
ftrange, concerning what hath befallen me, for it h in his 
holy wifdom he h?ith carved ou^ my lot fuch ; and I 
have been made "to blefs him for my lot. O I ftudy to. 
wreftle againft your own corruptions, whiph are very 
heavy to me fometimes, but his love hath been great m 
bringing me out of the ftate of nature, and hath brought 
me to fee my own weaknefs, and alfo hath given me a 
fight of the remedy, for which my foul fhall be made to 
praife him throughout all eternityk 

Now, my dear friends in Chrift, ftudy to walk bUme- 
lefs in all manner of converfation, as becometh the gof- 
pel ; let yOur light fo ihine before the world, that mey 
xnay be afhamed that fhall accufe your good converfation 
in Chrift ; for now ye peed not think if ye keep the way 
of God, but ye will have many enemies, botli within 
and without, therefore feek ftrength from him who is 
able to give it ; ye need not think that all the ftockof , 
grace that a man hath, will be fiifticient when the trial 
comes, if there be not frefh fupply given ia the time of 
need. O I wreftle with him, that ye may be hid in the 
day of his wrath, that feems to be poured ©ut on this 
generation, for their great treachery and departure from 
God, the breach of his laws, and fubjeding to the laws 
of nien ; but my eyes ftiall be clofed^ that I ftiall not fee 
it 5 and I atp well content, feeing I get my foul for a 
prey, then I fliall have no lofs. 

Now I declare I am free of the blood of all men ; and 
although menTiaye no public fcandal to charge me with, 
yet by original and' aftual tranfgreflions, I am the chief 
of fmners ; but his love hath been great, the manifefta- 
tions of his prefenoe hath been great alfo, for Satan hath 
not been wanting to aflault, but yet glory to his name^ 
. who hath refifted him, and hath not permitted him to 
get his will. Now as my laft words, I recommend it to 
all, to be tender one of another without fuming, and be 
in earneft with God, for ye will find death will have c- . 
nough ado with itfelf, therefore delay not repentance, 
left he com^^when ye are not awire. Now as for thefe 
men that -are unjuftly taking away my life, only for ad- 
hering 
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hering to the tTUth> and for no other end, now for what 
dicy do to me, as I atti tif myfelf, I freely forgive them, 
and all others, and efpecially thefe blinded foldicrs, that 
do what they do ignorantly fome of them ; but as they 
do It to the inxag^ of God in me, that is not mine to 
forgive, but leave it to him, to whom vengeance doth 
belong, that he may do with them what may moft glori- 
fy himfelf. 

Now tny Work is finifhed, I have fought the good 
light; I have finiftied my^ courfb^ henceforth i§ laid 
up for hie a crown of rjghteoufnefs ; but let fuch as 
will condemn me, read that fcripture, Rx>m. viii. 33. 
«* Who (hall lay any thing to the charge of God's eleft, 
it is God that juftifieth, who is he that condemneth?" 
For my lot is fallen to me in pleafant places, I have a 
goodly inheritance ; for I would not change my lot vith 
the greateft' man's upon earth. Men and angels, praife 
him for this ; all the creation, praife him : O ! my foul 
ihall praife him, through all the ages of eternity. 

Now farewel all true friends in Chrift. farewel ChnT- 
tian relations, farewel fweet and holy fcriptures, farewel 
prayer and meditaiio.n, farewel finning and fuffcring. 
Welcome heaven, welcome innunierable company of an- 
gels, and the church of the firft-born, and the fpirits of 
juft men made perfedi welcome Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghdft, weFcome praifes for evermore. Now dear Fa- 
ther, receive my Spirit, for it is thine, cvenfo tome Lord 
Jefus. 

Sic Jitb/criMtur^ 

- JOHN NISBET. 

*I^e Teftimony bl^ John fttlfim^ writer' in Lanark, who 
fufFered at the Grafs-market of Edinburgh, May id* 
1683. . • 

THE chancellor faid, we having called James Laurie, 
produced to him a. letter wrdte by you to him, 
wherein you reprove him for calling Bothwel rebellion : 
He owned. That it had convinced his confcience, and 
' faid. That he was forry for whjit he f^oke, and we pro- 
duced him a letter fuppofed to be writ in anfwer to yours, 
which he denied. Tell us, who wrote that letter? John 
WilCon anfwjcred, I will not tell by whoT«ik only it was 
not wrote l^ James Laurie. ^ Who is the huly tnetL* 
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tioned in the end of the letter ? //. I dare not burd.en my 
confcience to tell, J^ Do you own authority ? j1. What 
authority ? J^ What think you of Bothvvel ? Was it not 
unlawful to rife in arms ? A, I dare not fay that it is 
unlawfur; for the confeffion contaii^ed in your teil fays. 
Article 15. That it is a good work to defend the life of 
the harmlefs ; and however God hatk difpofed of thofe 
people, yet I fuppofe the Lord will own thefe, that hear- 
ing their neigUnurs had been worfhipplng God, (for de- 
fending themfclves againft thofe tliat fought, their life), 
were in jeopardy of their lives, -thought it their duty to, 
rife £olc their relief. ^ Was Pentland rebellion ? A. The 
oppreffion of thefe poor people, was fuch, that the then 
rulers condemned Sir James Turner for his cruelty. U- 
pon this, one anfwered, That he knew Sir James went 
not the length of his commiiHon. J^. Was the bifhop'i 
death murder ? A, Have me cxcufed, gentlemen, I will 
not anfwer to that.. Being urged farther, he faid, It 
being nothing concerning my falvation, I do not pry 
into it. Upon this they faid. Did Boihwel concern your 
falvation ? To which he replied. There are none that en- 
gage themfelves in fervice to God, but it behoves them 
to be at his call, and it being for faving the life of the 
harmlefs, I durft not fit God's bidding. ^ Are you a 
miniftcr ? A. No. They here alledged Xome of his let- 
ters importing fp much : and being defired to read the 
place, they read fomcwhat about a call to forae miniftry, , 
nothing relating thereto. ^ Will ye not condemn the 
bifhop's death as murder I A. I dare not, for fear God 
having juftified fome of thefe adlors, they fhv)uld.rife in 
judgment and condemn me. ^ is there no other way 
but to rife in arms againft: the king ? A. I f'^ppofe you 
have readbifhop tionnyman's anfwer to Naphtali, where- 
in he fays, A king^ mA.y be refilled, in cafe he ftiould a- 
lienate die kmgdom to (Irahgers : And that being grant- 
ed, religion being taken ^^v/ay, was as dear to us as any 
outward intereil. One replied, The bifhop got little . 
thanks for that. J^ Think you it lawful to rile againft 
a ftate that are not not of your opinion I Will you go to 
Botliwel again ? Thefe queilions they gave him not leave 
to anfwer, but ordered him to be taken away, asking, If 
he was a captain at Bothwel I Which he affented to, 
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His anfwcrs before the council, April" 17. 

OMITTING TV hat he anfwered at his foimer appear- 
ance, which needs not be repeated, (their queftions 
being always the fame), they afked, is Bothwel rebellion 
or not ? ^, No, It being for the defence of the harnnlefs, 
who for hearing a preaching, and defending them felves ; 
and the confeffion of faith contained in your teft, fays. 
It is a good work to defend the Hfe of the hi^rnilefs. J^ 
Then you approve of the teft ; will you take it ? y/. I am 
not fpeaking of the teft', but of ihe conlefficn of faith 
therein contained. J^ Think you it lawful to rife a- 
gainft magiftracy ? jf. Will you condemn the reforma- 
tion from popery carried on by John Knox ? We are 
not come here (faid they) to anfwer queftions, but to 
a{k : But (repFied he) the anfwering of that to me w^ould 
be a full anfwer by me to your queftion. Then faid the 
biftiop, the reformation was good, but the way qf car- 
rying it on "w as ill. j1. THat is a marvelhus thing, to 
think God would approve the a^ors in fuch adtions,-and 
yet the method be ill ; and they to have a moft folid 
peace in thcfe anions, and to Have fuch a mouth to de- 
fend it, as all the wits in their days could not be able 
to withftand,^as will be clear to any that reads the hiftory 
of the refoimsition. O, faid they, he has read the hif- 
tory of the reformation : Ay, but you will not find it in 
the fcripture, faid they, that the people may rcfift the 
prince, for then they take. the magiftrate's part on them, 
and therein declare themfelves to be above their prince. 
ji. The people refifted Saul, and would not let him kill 
Jonathan, (i Sam. xiv. 45.) The biftiop faid, the peo- 
ple were in the wrong. yi\ 'Hie -fcripture never con- 
demns the deed. ^ Do you own authority ? -/^. Au- 
thority may be taken feveral ways ; 1. For the fimple 
command of the prince. 2. For the more public com- 
mand of the prince and people. . 3. For a power a prince 
may be cloathed with by a people. 4. For a prince's 
right to govern. ' In all which ways Gouldman's di^ftion- 
ary, the ordinary expofitor of words, ^akes it. And in 
the firft tu o lenfes, fince many both of the prince's edifts? 
and piiblic afts of parliament, are dire^ly againft pref- 
l)ytcrians and pn ftjyterian government, to own it in thefe 
.Xeiifes, I ifiould deny myfelf to be a preftjyterian. In the 
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third fenfe, fince the people have doathed the kiiig with 
the headfhip of the church, I cannot own that 5 bccaufc 
the elevench article of the Confellion of Faith, contained 
in the teft, fays. That office belongs properly to Chrift 
* alone, and that It is not lawful for man, of angel, to in- 
trude therein. ' As for the laft fenfe of authority. His 
right to govern-, I have not feen through it. ^ Will 
you venture your life on thcfe things? A. My life is in 
God's hand. After thefe queftions they fet down. That 
he was a captain at Boihwel, and an imperfecft recital of 
his words, which they defired him to fublcribe ; but he 
refufed. ' > ^ ' - 

At. his laft appearance before the criminal co'.irt, the 
advocate accollcd him thus. Though, Sir, you have been 
a rebel, and though you have ftudied to draw that poor 
iflan Laurie to the gallows; yet you fee how^ merciful 
the king is to thefe men, (which .w^re four who fwore 
the teft), and there is place left to you for mercy, if you^ 
will not obftinately petlift in your opinion; He answer- 
ed, I haye neither done any^deed, nor given you an ac- 
count of arty opinion, but what I have juftiSed from the 
cojifeflion of f lith, ^which yoi^ have lately fworn'; from 
the ancient reformation, which ye cjnnot condemn ; and . 
from the conceffions of your Own doctor. What ' (fays 
Perth) will you juftify your taking arms at Bothwel ? Am 
Your own teft juftifies the defence of the life of theharm- 
lefs. The advocate fays, all the indulged, yea, almoft 
• all prefbyterians condemn it. Then fays he, will ye bond 
before fentence, for there is no place left for the king's 
mercy after fentence. 4* I will not ;* but remember, that 
one day, all fentences will be canvafled before the great, 
judge of heaven and earth, 

Follow fome reafons of his anfwers, and refle(flioas rnade 
there- upon by himfelf. 

WHEN I was on my journey betwixt Edinburgh 
and Lanark, and fevcral times before, having 
confidered the bold teflrimony of iStephen, A(5ts vii. .51, 
52. Ye- ftifFncfcked and micircumcifed in heart, &c. And 
Peter's teftimony, Ails v. 30. Whom ye flew, and hang- 
ed on a tree : Aiid his defire that with all boldnefs they 
i«ight make mention of the name of Jefus : And laftly 
that prolnife, Phil. i. 28. In nothing terrified by your 
T 2 D g tized adverfaries. 
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adverfaries, &c, I fay, confidering thefe, I refolvcd to 
^ *fe the utmoft of freedom with the council; but being 
come to this town, and having considered, that the coun- 
cil defiled to pick fuch quarrels with any in cur condi- 
tion, as might give the leaft umbrage to the world of 
the juftice of their dealing. 2. Coiifidering that by ma- 
ny profefled friends we are judged imprudent ; yea, fo 
i^r condemned, that they flick not to fay, that we have 
a hand in our own death. 3. Their own public procla- 
mations flill bearing, that our defign was not religion, 
hiit covetoufnefs to poflefs ourfelves of the government. 
For eviting of thrfe, I refolvcd to be as cautious as I 
could, without prejudice to truth. So that taking my 
anfwers for defenfive arnis out of the tefl, which they 
had fwom ; from the conceflions of their grealeft doc- 
tors ; and from the deed of their predeceffor council, 
whereof fome prefent were members, I thought it had 
been a rldiciilous thing to make me condemn that which 
they had ratified by an oath, their great do^or had yield- 
ed, and their predeceffor council had approven. But that 
I might have God's approbation in demeaning myfelf fo, 
and do what I did therein in faith ; I took that rule, i. 
Pet. iii, 15. Be ready always to give a reafon of the 
hope that is in you with meeknefs and fear. And as I 
thought 1 had reafon to blefs God, that had guided my 
tongue fo, that"! was not a whit concerned either with 
fhame or fear, fo I came back to prifon with a heart for- 
ty that 1 fbould have left thefe two queftions of the 
chancellor's unanfwered, viz. Thought 1 it djity to rife 
hi arms againfl a ftatc not of n:y opinion? In anfwcr to 
which que ft Lou, I thought, ifever I had occafion, I would 
have been puntftual in teHing them, the queftion was 
wrong flated ; for tlie right ftate of the qucllion was, 
when a flate deftroys the true . prcfeflion of godlincfs 
fworn to by the land, and pcrfccutes the owneis thereof. 
The fecond queflion ; If I would have gone to Bothwel 
again ; I thought if fuch a queflion c; me iix my way, I 
would have told them, that I behoved to be at Gcd's 
call. And like wife I was lorry that I had not been nim- 
ble enough to have taken opportunity, when the queflion 
anent authority was moved, to have tcflified againfl the 
eccle'fiaftical beaJfhIp and fjnful ads againfl God's 
church ; I fay, ray cmifHon, occafioned through their 
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confufed alking, bred me humiliation after I returned to 
prifon- 

Ai to my fecond examination^ as I dcfired opportuni- 
ty to teftiiy againft \\xz headfhip of the chu^h, and o- 
thw fmful a6ts deftroying God's work, fo I got opportu- 
nity, and fo 1 difcharged my confcience : But yet there 
was fomething left to exercife me with; and* that was 
1* When the billiop fald, that it^ere a diftraded aft for 
the king to alienate the kingdom to ftrarigers, that I faid 
not, it was an aft of more diftraftion to deftroy religion. 
2. That in citing the v/ords of the eleventh article of the 
confeffion againft th« headfliip, I fliould have faid (im- 
ply, it was unlawful to prefume to intrude on that of- 
fice J whereas the confeffion itfelf calls them blafphera- 
ers, and thereby mincing his word. 5^ When the bifhop 
faid, it were a Turkifh way to carry on reformation by 
the fword, I had not opened their prefent praftice and 
violence in preffing' men's corlfciences ; and have faid, 
fmce they looked upon confcience as fo tender a thing, 
to beware oF Squeezing it fo by oppreffion. I know I 
liave an infirmity in anfwering off hand, anent which, I 
hope all God's peopld will obferve the rule of bearing 
one another's infirmities : Next, I ara fure that die Lord 
hath no| fupplied me as to thefe apfwers, for my further 
exercife. As to the reafon v/hy I faid,' T could not fee 
through the denial of. authority in the laft fenfe, (for 
though I could not fee through it, yet it being fuch an . 
abominable dating of thernfelves, in a" continual oppofi- 
tion unto God and godlinefs, I fcunnered to own it), 
the reafon that moved me to fay, that I could not fee 
throi^gh it,- was, I defire to t|;-ead the paths of our old rc- 
fonners, who delayed the cafting off authority, till they 
^ad a probable power to back it ; yet afterwards consi- 
dering his breach of covenant to us, and thefe deeds done 
W that authority^ that in any well guided common- 
wealth, would annul his right ; I thought T had worded 
authority ill in the laft fenfe, and'tbat it had been more 
proper, I had faid, I could not fee through the denying 
of obedience to fuch commands as werq indifferent, or 
aceording to God's word: And indeed till Gocfhad 
furniihed us with a prpbable power, I could never fee 
through this ; and I am verily of that opinion, that we 
having lufted for a king, got him in God's wrath \ and , 
that finee we have entered into covenant with him, God 
T3 . wiU 
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vrill take Ills own way to take him away iii his difplea- 
fure, and will riot let it be by our hand j thougli I giant 
that his breach of padlion to us loofeth us, our p;v^ion 
, being ftill t:onditional, to own him in defence of religi- 
on ; and my earnefL defire is, there may be no difference 
among prefbyterians anent this, for I have a ftrong opi- 
nion, that God will take that queftion out of tlic way 
ftortly. 

As for the bifliop's death, I could not call it murder, 
becaufe of Jael, Ehud, and Phinehas, their fads ; Jael uf- 
ing that expieffion, turn in thither; and that there was 
peace between Heber the Kenite and Jabin ; Jael being 
ot that family, and whatever may be alledged againft 
their extraordinary a6ls, and that to do fuch deeds is to 
take the magiftrate*s power ; I aftn fure Phinehas was a 
prieft, and it was none of his office to kill any man, and 
yet his fad is commended. Next, Knox, his preaching 
to, and abiding with thekillers of Cardinal Beaton ; and 
Calderwood's hiftory, which was approven by the afTem- 
bly, calling them men of courage and refolution, whom 
God flirred up : Next, the Lord Ruthven and others 
killing a companion that abufed Queen Mary by his- ill 
couniel, and yet approven in Knox's hiftory : Therefore 
if the killers of the Bifliop having a zeal ag^inft' the 
blood-thirftinefs of that \vT:etch, and being deeply affec« 
led therewith, and with love to the brethren, whom he 
. like a wolf, was feeking to have devoured, and had de- 
voured, flew him, I.durft not call it murder : But if the 
adtors were touched with any thing of particular pKJu- 
dice 01 other by-ends, I am very confident that fcripturc 
of avenging the bJood of Jezebel upon the houfe of Je- 
hu, would not fuffer me to juftify it : So not knowing 
the adors hearts jherein, I could neither fay yea, nor 
nay : But Chriftians fhould judge charitably. 'l forgot 
likewife to tell them, that the Bo(hop of Glafgow's lay- 
ing down his gown, upon making the ad explanatotry, 
might be an aggravation of my fin, if I {hould own the 
king's hcadfliip over the church, which I had really rc- 
folvcd to fay, but forgot. ' * ' 

Follow 
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Follow the rcafons why he rcfufed at fiift to fapplicate 
the council for a reprieve, being ixnponuned by his re- 
lations to do it. 

UPON the 7th of May 1683, being defired to peti- 
tion, I anfwered, I could think upon no petition, 
nor^argumentSy that could be acceptable with them, but 
fuch as were cither direftly or indiredlly a receding from 
what I had profefled . The reafon of my petition was 
moved thus, to feek a longer time till I was better ad- 
vifed anent my anfwers given to the council. To which 
I anfwered, that would fay to all the world, that for as 
tenacious as we were of our principles, yet we might 
feem to call them in queftion ; and it might fay, that I 
was prefling with others to die on thefe principles, that 
death put me to a (land anent myfelf ; and fo I Ihould 
give ground of hardening to enemies. 2. It was moved, 
that through my confuuons (ince I came to prifon, I 
fliould feek a reprival. To this I anfwered, 1 durft not 
flander Chrift's crofs, wherein every, ftcp to me hath 
been mercy and truth ; and my rebellious flefli needed 
noUfs (conform to my own acknowledgement to God) , 
nor what was come to fubdue it : and that I could not 
Well fee through that, fearing it would be bad company 
fo near my death ; that I firmly trufted all fhould work 
for my well % and to fay that, were to contradift my con- 
fcience and God's goodncfs, and make me contradid my 
own prayer, viz. Let neither flefli nor fpxrii be moved 
and. failed, left enemies rejoice. 3. That I ihould peti- 
tion, that I might have a longer time, fimply to prepare 
for eternity. To which I faid, 1 could not do it in faith ; 
for ever fmce I came to prifon, God has made me be- 
lieve, that he who has begun a good work in me, would 
alfo finifh it ; and that he would perfeA that which con- 
cerned me, according to his own word ; and however 
little a bufinefs this may feem in the eyes of the worlds 
^ yet to me it imports my going to another airth, for per- 
fefting and finifliing of this work begun by God ;, Then 
if they refufed it, they might taunt and fay, whatever 
confidence he had at his death, yet it'is gcftten of a very 
ftort fpace 5 and if a reprival fhould be given, they might 
at my fcntence fay, I was their debtor for it. And be- 
fides^all this, I fear, when I come back to God for pre- 
fervation, he fliould fend me to the broken ciftern I had 
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been hewing out, Jer. il, 13, Arid I know, if confciepce 
would permit mp to do it, enemies would think, either 
he is lying, in pretending want of preparation, and fo 
it is the heft time to hold to him, when he has commit- 
ted fin ; or otlierwife they would think, I were fpeaking 
truth, and to fay, the only beft way is to hold to him, 
when he is tottering. 

Notwithftanding all thefe reafons againft petitioning, 
. he regrets it, that his relations induced him to fuppli- 
cate twice ; Firft, on account of his wife's cafe, who was 
then great with child, and in danger of death through 
grief : Next, on his own account ; whereupon he obtain- 
ed a reprival. During which time he had a conference 
with Sir William Paterfon ; which being on the fame 
heads with his anfwers before- the council, for brevity.'s 
fake are omitted.' 

The laft fpeech and teftimony of the faid John WJforu 

NOW, being called to iJyjdown my life, which! 
declare I do cheerfully, I do declare, I adhere to 
the Confeflion of Faith ; 'anent which, for exoneration 
of my own confcience, I am under a neceflity to leave 
this caution, in Fefefence to that claufe contained in chap. 
xxiii. § 24. viz. - TJbat " infidelity, or diflPcTence in reli- 
** gion, does not make void the.magiftrate's juft and le- 
** gal authority," &c, That the compofers having an eye 
to the Pope's fcurvy ufurpations, to dethrone proteftant 
kings and difpofe of their kingdoms, under the notion of 
heretics, did put it in : yet 1 could find no further proof 
for that in tlie Scripture, but what- only refpedls Chrif- 
tians fcattered up and down in a heathenifh empire j and 
that it can be no prejudice agaiiiil depofmg a proteftant 
king, turning Papift or Pagan ; lince among people pro- 
f effing God, the idolater {hould die the death ; for xhtn 
it would feem to juftle with Queen Mary's depofition in 
^our ancient reformation : Defigning offence to none here- 
by, but the fatisfying of my own confcience. Alfo I ad- 
here to the work of reformation, former and latter : and I 
think our catechifms well worded, for evading of errors. 
As alfo the Solemn Acknowledgment of ^ins, in anno 
1 648, ^nd Engagement to Duties ^ Covenants, National 
and Solemn League ; and particularly to the gpvem- 
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* 
xnent of the church by a parity of minifters, and fubor- 
dination of prefby teries, fynods, and general aflemblies,, 
accerdin? to the Pieftytciian way ; as being moft exad- 
ly according to the word of God, and as tending moft 
to the furtherance of purity and godlinefs ; and 1 profefi 
myfelf a member thereof, as being reformed from Pre- 
lacy and Eraftianifm. 

I leave my teftimony againft the indulgence, as mak- 
ing a breach of the: fweet unity, that (hould have been 
among prefbyteriansj and as depending on the magiftratc, 
as to the txercifc of their office ; and for their over- weening 
love at eafe ; and for being bound up as to the fhewing 
of public duties, and reproving of public fins ; and for 
refiifmg the exercife of their office, to thefe without their 
parifh, of marrying and baptizing, denying themfclve* 
thereby to be miniflers of the church catholic, aiid de- 
claring plainly thereby, they wilUfollow the injundions 
laid on them by men. Yet I advife all ^he gcdly to leave 
, oflf hatred towards them, and to cherifh any thing that 
may look like good in t^em. I leave my teftimony a- 
gainft the paying cefs, the payment .whereof is a perfe^ 
teft of the payer's adhering to the rooting out of coij- 
venticles, as the rcndezvoufes of rebellion, and acknow- 
ledging the king's grandeur over church and ftate, as it 
is prefenlly eftabl-lhed by the laws of this realm ; this 
being the very narrative and foundation of that adl 5 and 
1 have found the indulged averfe to condemn it, the nar- 
rative of their licence being fomewhat fibb thereto. But 
as to the other public burdens, fuch as the common re- 
venue of the crown, -or'locality, though I fpeak not to 
juilify myfelf, thefe not being my tentations, I defire a 
tendernefs to be ufed to all inch as have not clearnefs 
therein, in refpecEb the apoftle feems to difference them, 
I Cor. X. 28. " But if any man fay unto you, this is of- 
fered in facrifice unto idols, tat not." 

I leave my teftimony agaihft hearing of curates, efpe- 
cially by profeft prefbyterians ; as being contradictory to . 
the covenants, binding us to the uttermoft of our power 
for the -extirpating prelacy. Our adtive power being 
flopped, our next fliould be to leave a.taAimony by fut- 
fering, and as being contrary to the rule of faith ; for 
what prefby terian can pray for a bleffmg to that ordinance, 
where the chief difpenfer is a blafphemer, -by {wearing 
the teft ; wherein the headfhip of the church, Chrift's 
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prerogative, is fwom by them to pertain to a matt; and 
MS heinc: eiprefsly contrary to that fcripturc, John x. 5. 
•* My rtiecp hear my voice,, but a ftranger they will not 
follow 1 ut fly from him." Andlicre T think it not amifs 
to add the words of Philpot, that learned and godly mar- 
tyr, of the joiners with the papiftital church, feeing the 
rcafon he qives holds good here. * We can do no great- 

* er injury to the true church of Chrift, (whereof he is 

* the only he:iJ), nor to (t^itra to have forfaken her, by 

* cleaving to' her ai.lverfary ; and that God*s jealoufy in . 

* the day of vengeance will cry for vengeance againil 
*' fuch, unkfs they cleave infeparably to the golpcl Ot" 

* Chrill ; and tha^ there mull be no counterfeit- iilufion 

* "with them in this ; and there inuft be no prefence of 

* the body there^ we being commanded to glorify God, 

* as well in body as fpirit.' Thefc are his words imper- 
fc^ly, yet trnly, as I remember ; and fioce the prelati- 
cal chuich, has^ot Chrift for her only head, the rcafon 
liolds ftill good, 

I could heartily wifh that all the, ferious godly would 
leave off their joining with the indulgence.; for in refpeA 
(10 my own view) it has been attended with a coldrife- 
nefs as to public fins, a glewednefs to thfe world, and an 
infatuatenefs as to approaching judgments ; and laftly, 
being a countenancing of them in that compliance with 
enemies^ But fince I haVe little hopes thereof, I wifli all 
the fcrloufly godly to be tender towards fuch, whofe eyes 
are not enlightened to behold the evil of it, and to re- 
ftrld their withdrawments to^jerfons of their own num- 
ber, who_j.£C^dc ffOHi w'hat they profefs; fince the end 
propofed by that rule (withdraw from every brother that 
walketh diforderly) is to make afhamed, it cannot be 
fuppofcd to attain its end any '^'bere elfe ; and to ftndj 
to do that which may be moll edifying to all men, let 
all things be done to edifying. 

I leave my teftlmony againft that abominable teft, de- 
claration, ad of fupremacy, and all otHer a<fts overturn- 
ing the woik of God, and againft all the blood fhed up- 
on that aocountj 

. And neit, I thifik no man coming l;»efbre the council 
can acknowledge the king's authority fimply, (confider- 
ing that he is cloathcd with one of the royal prerogatives 
of Jefus thrift, v'i%, the headihip of the church, wherein 
to intrude is blaiphe my for man or angel), unlefs they 
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be guilty of giving him that ufurpred title. And this is 
the ground of my lufFering, mainly for aiSirming Chrift's 
headftiip over the church, to be his prerogative alone, 
which is the occafion of the brunt of the ruler's anger. • 
And herein I have a ihoft folid peace ( for Chrift fays he 
came to bear witnefs to that truth, that he was a King ; 
and fo I think that my fuflferings are merely a part of 
Chrift's fufferings. And though feme fay', I mi^ht have 
been (paring as' to this confeffion ; I fay, I durft not keep 
up my lips, they thcmfelves having fwrrn that in the 
confeffion of Faith, in their teft, which I affirmed, name- 
ly, that it is' a blafphemy for man or angel to ufurp this 
title ; yet is the great heat of malice ftated hereon ; but 
there is no piece of my fuff^ririgs yields.rhe more content. 
Isjor can any Chrift ian come before them acknowledging 
authority fimply, without being guilty of yielding this, 
it being declared efFcntial to the crowns as IVlr Donald 
Cargil well notes in his teftimony. And I think that 
queftion of Authority being propounded, a man has a fair 
open door to witnefs againft the encroachments on Chrift's* 
ri|2;hts. I underftand fomewhat more of the myftery of 
this ftate nor I did ; and conform to my weak concep- 
tions, you may take it up thus : 

The king, having through ftraits abroad, been com- 
plemented, and probably Aipplied by papifts, lies under 
engagements tx> introduce popery ; and for that effeA, 
takes this method to oveitum the hedge of church-go- 
vernment and difcipline, and turn out all honePc-hearted 
minifters, ^nd force people to a compliance with hire- ' 
lings, to debauch men's confciences ; and, from one de- 
gree to another, to bring in popery ; but he being a man 
fo addlded to pleafures, (and whiles counteradled by 
parliament^), loving eafe ; wherefore papifts pra(5life to 
put him in mind 01 his engagements, by aiming at his 
life. lie finding himfelf in this ftr^it, and being in ftraits 
through his laviflmefs to CQurt-laaies, their ftraits muft: 
be fupplied by the king of France and the pope ; and for 
requital thereof, the management of the government 
muft be turned over to his brother, who mull have a 
cardinal, and foine Jefuits to contrive the myftery of 
iniquity, and bring this land to- Babylon. In order 
thereunto, ftctteimen muft he fet up, who are emulators 
of others, and men that'ftudied to pick quarrels with o- 
thers, and then comes a general mittimus from court, to 
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a£l after fuch a method of cruelty ; for the Jefuits know, 
where two contrary parties a<fi this gander they will be 
fure, for fear of their places, to confent to go alongft to 
the utmoft of cruelty. The next myftery is to convecn, 
the whole country by circuit courts, as guilty, fome of 
trcafon, fome for onc'tranfgreflion, and fome for another 
(the whole country being generally guilty by their law) 
and force them ta rife in arms, and then gather papifts, 
and take occafion to bum and flay all the country over. 
The Lord in his mercy take them in their own net ; but 
I fear popery (hall once overfprcad. And I am really 
of that opinion, that God {ball root this race of kings, 
root and branch, away, and make them Zeba and Zal- 
munna like, not only for taking God's houft in pofle.flion, 
but alfo emitting in their laft printed proclamation or 
indemnity, that they rcfolved to root out the {ted of the 
godly, under the name of Fanatics. 

My advice and humble requeft to minifters is, to be 
tender toward any this day that has zeal, though know- 
ledge be not fo great ; and to be lefs fearful of outward 
danger, and more a£tive where pcrfecution hath been 
hotfeft, where they may have any freedom. My advice 
to all profeflbrs is, to lay no impofitionon minifters con- 
fciences ; and that for the Lord's fake, they would ftudy 
to take fome in among them, that have light and judg- 
ment to withftand the flood of defedion. and popery that 
is like to overfpread the land. And again, 1 leave ano- 
ther advice to minifters and profeffors, that where any 
have fuflfored for their confciences, they would be fpar- 
ing to condemn them. 

1 come now to declare my fir ft engagement with God, 
which was about ten years hence ? which was through 
reading of the fulfilling of the fcriptures, and fcripturc 
truths therein contained, and the grounds of out-making 
thereof, which gave a check to my atheifm, which is 
naturally feated in all men's hearts. The next was Gray's 
fermons on prayer ; and the laft, Guthrie's trial of an 
intereft in Chriil ; all which, God fo powerfully laid 
home to my confcicnce, that I thpn covenanted with 
God/, and though at that time I could not «t the faith 
of perfeverance, yet I had a refpcft to all his ftatutes ; 
fo that the bible was fi mofl. fweet book- to me ; and I 
took up my whole time for near a year thereafter in ftu« 
dying religion, the moft pleafant time that ever I had in 
I mj 
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my lifetime, yea, it was a burden to me to turn me to 
my neceflary affairs in the world. I found religion fliar- 
pened ine in all my natural parts ; yea, bring me, whi& 
^vas naturally a moft anxious, fretting, grudging crea-. 
ture, to fucn a calmnefs and ferenity in crofs providences, 
that I thought, though tliere were neither he'l nor heaven, 
religion was a reward to itfelf. And I was fo taken up 
with Chrift's gracious condefcendency, that his name 
was moft pleafirig 5 yet durft I not diaw a conclufion of 
an "affurance and perfeverance ; yea, was put to queftion 
the work itfelf, upon account of the quality of my repen- 
tance ; but meeting w^ith Guthrie's trial of a faving in* 
tcreft in Chrift, I found "fenfibly, that fwallowed up a 
law- work in love, but I found this, that there is not a 
more excellent piece of the armour of God, nor the hel- 
r>iet of falvation, and w^ich Satan is moft bufy wuh a 
Cbriftian to keep it off. I found like'vvife, as knowledge . 
and grace grew, that prefumption grew ; that is, that 
with what I had gotten, I could walk alone ; but that 
truth, * witliout me ye can do nothing,' was known to 
my fad coft. But after all this fweet time, yea, 1 may 
fay, moft-fweet time, falling more and more engaged in 
worldly affairs, I found an impoffibility to mc to be in- 
ilant in builnefs, and fervent in fpirit; fo that fome throngs 
in thefe abated that life which 1 had ; and accordingly 
as love grew to outward things, fo decreafed that power 
and life I had attained ; yet fo as all alongft, I find that 
God has ftill been holding me by" the hand ; and 1 defire 
with fubmiflion to other men's judgments, to fay, I tK'ink 
a perfon falling in loye vvith godlinefs, covenanting ^\th 
God, to have a refpe<5l to all his ftatutes without excep- 
tion, counting the coft and feeing the coft of themfelyes 
impreftable, and believing that Chrlft, who was^the au- 
thor, will be the'finiflier of fuch a work, I fay, I cannot 
think that ever God will part with fuch, who do'fo co- 
venant with him ; yea, jt has been a comfort to me, 
when I could fee np more of my intereft in him^ but 
that I {aid thou art my God. And as I cannot conceal 
^he loving-kindncfs of God, fo upon the other hand", 
without compliments, as the words of a dying man> I 
look upon fnyfelf as the moft worthlefs abjcd that ever 
free love has paged and waited upon through the world, 
cotnpaffed about with fo many fins, and cloathed with 
fuch SI perverfe nature > but it is he with whom I made 
U the 
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the hargaiiiy makes crooked things ftraighty and ragged 
places plain. 

Ne^ct, I advife all fufferers .to beware of propofmg to 
thcmfelves, to do xhU and the other thing, for fafety of 
life, which is finful ; for if fuch a fallc mind be in folk, 
God will lead them forth with the workers ©f iniquity ; 
and they will not mifs llumbling-blocks to be laid before 
them, I fay this to them who have tinned, and yet coo- 
tinue in the famacc ; I fear that be their doom, jer. xxii. 
10. They fhall go from their native land, and return no 
more. As for you that have teftcd that which lias been 
a terror to me, may be now a terror to you ; It is im- 
poflible for tliefe who were once enlightened, and have 
tafted the heavenly gift, if they fall away, &.c. by putting 
Chrift to open (hame, to renew them to repentance; As 
for unconcerned folk, 1 (hall oifly fay this, think yc fto- 
thing of men's chufmg death before life. 1 knoW I have 
gotten Roman gallantry cad up to me, (ince I came to 
prifon ; but for my own part, I could never hear tell, 
that it fet up the bead of it in the world, to face a 
gallows, fince the word of hell became fo rife in the 
world. But let me tefl you this one thing, that though 
I have read of fome fingle ones dying for opinion, (not 
truth), yet could I never read of a traft of men, fnch as 
has been in Scotland thefe twenty-two years, laying down 
iheir lives for a naked opinion, fo calmly, fo folidly, and 
c^mpofedly, with fo much peace and fercnity. As for 
.my own^part, I am a man nattrally moft timorous, yet 
th6 Lord has made fufferings eafy. It might do you 
good to enquire into the caufe of our fufferings, fo own- 
ed by God. It is a bad caufe that is defended with 
fwords, and beating of drums on fufferers. And befidcs 
the Lord has forced a teftimony from the mouths of 
fc^veral of our dying adverfaries, and from the mouths 
of executioners and apprehenders. Yea* in this placet 
fome Pfalms they (being clear of the application thereof 
to thcmfelves) would not fuffcr them to be fung. And 
%$ \6 profeifed prefbytcrians, too many of yon for your 
nnconcernednefs^ I am fure the Lord fays, ye (hall 'drink 
*f another fort of a cup, that is brewing For you, fliunil 
as you will, by your compliance. As for our really con- 
cerned friends, I pray the Lord to proted you, and mul- 
tiply his** grace towards yon. I am confident, when you 
are beneath the xod^ ye ftall find it an eafe to yooro^ 
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fmart, howevfcr great a lift you hav^ taken of other* 
fufFe rings. 

Next, I fay to all th it come UTider the rod, let na 
terrors of men, nor temptations of Satan ajient eternity 
come into your mind ; but go to God with them, ac- 
knowledging your unworthinefs of his prote<aion and 
counfcl, and you will find him faithful, not to fuiferyoii 
.to beteihptt^d above what you are able. It is no new 
thing to be affaulted with terrors without, and within 
with fears : The Apoftle, a moft experienced Chriftian, 
wanted not this, I fee a Chriftian to be a moll paflive 
creature in his own falvation ; yet there mud be an All 
of dih'gencc, otherways the roaring lion will foon getad- 
vantages* And you muft know this, that the futPerers 
have a large allowance ; and although his own want not 
in their fufferings the faith of adherence to him, yet ye 
xnuft not think to fail that way, in a bed of roles to hea- 
ven ;. but that ye muft have fire in yout trial j I mean,, 
a defcrting-God as to apprehenfion ; yet wait patiently, 
and at length he will incline his car, and you fli.ill not 
want expcrieitce to fay, f t»r a moment kits hJs wrath. 

And now, I leave my dear wife, chilJiea nnl fillers 
upon the Lord who gave me fuch fweet icfro flung rela- 
tions, and defire all the people of God ic^ L-: kind to 
. them ; and I blefs the Lord be Ivis enabled rno to quit, 
them to him : and though ihe Lord has maJ ■ every one 
of them fo fweet and fo pL-^iivT^ to me, tlvat I hi ve been 
forced to curb my affedion .viih the bridle of r.ligion ; 
yet hefein i blefs the Lord, he has giv^n me heart to go 
through my crofs with forgeifuln-Ts of all; yea, to be 
moft unconcerned in the tears aiAl weeping relations. 

And now, I leive all God's jiecple, and others, with 
this, that his crofs ns beautiful ; yea, tho* 1 had occafion 
of'efcaping piifon finc6 fentcnce, yet 1 durft not without 
a check ot confcience have done it : And though I did 
petition, yet there was (to me) twQ neceifary ends there- 
in : i^rVy?, They defigning to make me odious, that I 
would not feek my life \ and I defiring to make my fuf- 
fering clear to their own confciencSs, to be unjuH ; And 
nexty if any thing ailed my wife, I might lay her blood 
at their door. But I would advife all to beware of theip, 
for there muft be frequent confulting witJi God, and a 
reafonahle judgment to difcern th^ir fnares ; it being 
. their main dcfign to eufnare, I advife any called to fuf- 
U 2 fering 
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' fering, never to quit with the faith of adherence, and they 
fhall not -want the faith of afliirance ; forfince ever I came 
to prifon, I faw and believed God's defign to me was 
levc : and having emptied me of all promifes to fuffercrs, 
and of all my own righteoufnefs, made me clofe with 
him, and take him for all, and believingly to reft on him, 
and to have recourfe to him, for grace to fupply neceA 

• fity, and give me a believing (though to me incTompre- 
henfible) of feeing him as he is, and knowing him even 
as I am known of him. 

Now I diej commending to all the people of God that 
duty of unity, conform to 2 Tim, ii. 22. Follow peace 

' witli them that call upon the Lord with a pure heart. 
And that, i John i. 7. If we have fellowihip one with 
another, the blood of Jefus Chrift his Son cleanfeth from 
all fin. .1 do notfay this, tQ. make up an union or join- 
ing with thefeJL teftify againft. 
Stc fuhfcrtbttur^ 

JOHN WILSON. 

This worthy judicious martyr being obliged to write 
' his teftimony in feveral papers, and convey them out 
fecretly by parts, by reafon of the ftri<flnefs of the per- 
fecutors, who fearched the martyrs about this time with 
much fever ity, could not get it reduced to order : where- 
fore it is hoped the candid reader will not be offended, 
if he finds the method altered a little from what it was 
m the mfinufcript, feeing there is, nothing in the fenfc, 
or praife of the author changed, but only his additions 
put in th'eir proper pl:ice of the teftimony, fome Tery few 
things lefs material bcin^ left out for brevity's fake. 

-The laft Teftimony of George MariWy who fiifFered at the 
Grafs-market of Edinburgh, upon d:e 2id of Feb. 
1684. 

AFTER fcur years, and near four months captivity 
and bonJvicte, for this glorious and honouiablc 
ciufe of Jefus Chrift, fcr tshich I have been kept fome- 
times in bolts ami fetters, night and day, without fire 
and other necelfiries; and now at the end of the fore- 
said fp^ce, being fenttnced to die, I thought it fit to (ig-- 
nify to you wliy I was fo feutenced,- as the adverlariLS 
gav2 it forth : And it is thus > I could not own nor al- 
low 
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low of the king's authority, ^as it is no\T eftablirticd, nor 
pray for him in a Tup^rditTOus and idolatrous xnanncT, ' 
nor. call the late prelate of St, Andrews, and the late 
king's death murder, nor Bothwel bridge rebellion, and 
abjure tl>e covenant j all which I reTufed, and- could do 
upon no terms. 

As to the firft, J could not own npr allow of tiK pr<?- 
fcnt .government, as it is now eftabliihed, becaufe it Is 
derogatory to the crown and kingdomx)f our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, in robbing him of his royal prerogatives ; ** ia 
their fetting of their thrdhold by his threlhold, and thctr 
polls by his polts, and the M^all between him and them, 
they have even defiled his holy name, by their abomina- 
tions that they have committed, Ezck. iv. 3, 8. And, 
£zek. xliv. 6, 7, 8. And thnu (halt fay to the rebellious 
houfe, even to the houfe of Ifrael, Thus faith the Lord 
God, O ye houfe of Ifrael, let it fuffice you of all your 
abominations, in that ye have brought into my fan^ua- 
ry ftrangers uric ircumci fed in teart, and uncircumciftd 
in flefti, to be in* my fandtuary to pollute it< even my 
houfe, when ye oflFer my bread, the fat and the blood,. 
and they have broken my covenant, becaufe of all their 
abominations. And ye have not kept the charge of mine 
holy things : But yc have fet keepers of my charge in 
my fanduaty for yourfelvesv Shall even he that hateth 
right govern i And wilt thou condemn him that is mod 
juft ? Job xxxiv. 17. Who durft do it and be guiltlef§ ?: 
Atid moreover. Which fay to the fecrs, fee not ; and to 
the prophets, prophefy not unto u« right things, fpeak 
unto us fmooth things,^prophefy. deceits. Get ye out of 
the way, turn afide out of. the pAth, caufe the holy one 
of Ifrael ceafe from before «5» Ifa. xxx. jo, 1 1." And 
I cannot, nor dare not pray fcr hiro, fo fupcrftkioufljr. 
i/ly Becaufe it impprts a fet form of prayer, which is 
moft fuperftitious, and that which is their dreadful de^ 
fign. :^/yt It imports idolatry, like unto the. cry of the 
people made mention of, A^s xix. 34* Who had a cr)r 
for the fpace of two hours, of that idel, great Is Dians^ 
of the Ephefians, which was rejedled by fome ^f their 
own fort, with fome kind of reafon, though heathens, , 
and much more ought it here»: $c((y\ Another rcafcm 
why I cannot pray after fuch a manner, is, I find when 
prayer is rightly difcharged, 'and ferioufly gone abotttt 
in the manoof » time and place, as is warranted by the 
V. : ' IJ 3 . ^ word- 
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vord of God ; God is thereby worfliipped at^d hcnovr. 
ed : And it' incverently gone about, he is difhonoured, 
and his name profaned, and taken in vain, which is abo- 
ininruion to him, and vhich he faith, his enemies ioy 
and for which he will not hold them gttiltkfs. 4^Wjr, I 
dare not pray £o fuperftitioiifiy for him, becaufe i find 
Jcrcmiali three times exprcfsly forbidden to pray for a 
people, not guilty of all the things that he is guilty of, 
though he be guilty of all their Uns, and many others 
alfo. «* See for this, Jer. vii i6. Whferc it is faid, Pray 
not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor^praycr 
for them, neither make 'hit erccffion to me ; for Iwillnot 
hear thee. Jcr..xi. 14. Therefore pray not thouforthis 
people, neither lift ijp.axiry or prayer for them; for I 
vill not htar them in the time that they cry unto me for 
their trouble. And Jer. xiv.- 11, 12. Then faid the 
Lord unto me, Pray not for this people for ihcir good: 
When they faft, I will not hear their prayer. Pial. xlJ^' 
20, 21. If we have fc^rgotte'n the nam6 oi our God, or 
. llretcljed cut our hands to a ftrange Goil ; fhall notCou 
fcarch ihia out ? For he kiioweth the fecrets of the heart. 
"I John V. 16. If any man fee his brother fin a fin whicli 
is not unto death, he fhall afk, and he (hall give him his 
for them that fm not unto death.' There ;s a fmunio 
death ; I do not fay, that he fhall pray for it." I if^r 
fome fms^ in this land have too near bordermg with that 
fin. Innumerable fcriptures are to this puipofc* ou 
thefe may fufHce at prefent. Another thing makes tne 
fcruple, becaufe they ccmmand no more prayers to e 
prayed, fave unto thee,'0 king^Dan. vi. 7. And W^ 
•I dare not pray it, becaufe airthc prc/ane profligate pe^- 
fons have it always in their mouth, cfpecially "^^^^ [^"*^ 
are drunk ; and If I do what tliey do, I fear I go ^'^^^^ 
they go : But bleiTed be the Lord, who haslet prevent- 
ed me from the paths of thefe deftroyers. Much ottn^^^ 
was fpokcn when I was before them, and fo I ft^ll lor- 
bcar to fpeak any more as to this queftion. , 

'i*he' next queftion isj in-order to the prelate's deatfli 
Whether it was mutder or not ?*Mufder I dare not cai 
it, more than Eglon's, Sifera's, and. Balaam's dca^*^* 
but the juft judgment of God for his fearful apoft*^'^ 
and backfliding, together with the horrid murders coj^- 
mitted by him upon the faints and fervants of ^f"' 
The third is, That of the death of the late king ,' ^^^^ 
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'thcr It was murder or not ? I am not much to meddle 
with it ; but ihe many thoufands that were flaili in Eng- 
land, the horrid murder committed by the Iriih in Ire- 
land, and the dreadful (laughter of the Proiteftants in 
Scotland,, caufcs great thoughts of heart, that it was a 
fatal ftroke. A tourth thing, Whether Bbthwel bridge 
was rebellion \ Which whether it was fo or not, may ap- 
peal, if ye confider our former engagements to that ef. 
fe<fl. And ^ihly^ Anent owning and adhering to the co- 
venants ? We anfwered publicly before the court, That 
in all the fcripture it was warrantable, both to make co- 
venants, and alfo to keep them, and that there was never 
a covenant fo broken, but that which was punifhed by 
figxial judgments and plagues by the Lord. Thefe w^re 
the anfwers to tlie indidtment, whereupon the fcntence of 
death pafled, or for not anfwering to fome of thefe quef- 
lions ; for which I muft lay down my life. And if this 
be not murder, let Chriftian nations bear v,^itnefs, if e* 
ver the like was done in any Chriljtian kingdom hereto- 
fore. 

But now being ftraitened for want of time and other* 
inconveniences, I cannot- fay much more to you. Only 
I leave it with you as my laft advice, that you would en- 
deavour to keep the way of the Lord fincerely, and not 
to meddle with them that are 'given to fuch changes, 
which alas ! too many pleald for, and are given* to this 
day : And that ye would not be fo formal in many things, 
concerning godlinefs, and the work and worihip x)f God. 
Fomfiality may be feared, will give m^ny a beguile, when 
it cannot be mended. As firft, I befeech you, be more 
obfervant in keeping the Lord's day, in rafmg betimes " 
in the mornings and in fpending the whole time in wor- 
Ihipping of God fincerely : Take heed to your thoughts, 
words and actions. And when ye fet a day apart, I 
mean of humiliation, give God the whole day, and no- 
tice what fucccfs yetave had, and how you have found 
the work thrive and pr^fper sunong you : And ufe lefs 
difputings even in things feemingly neceffary : And be 
more in examination and edification both of yourfelves^ 
and others : And believe it, a well fpent fabbath will be 
lielpful to fpend the wetk well. And alfo labouring to 
have your converfation aright through the week, will be 
a noble pre&ge to begin the fabbath. And what ye 
fpare of your^rdinary diet, bcftow it upon the poor and 

needy. 

^ 'Digitized by CjOOgle 



^36 Tte lajl Speech and Teftimcnj 

needy. There is this among many, who profc6 to be 
religious* which is odious, that th^y take well with it to 
be called religions, and yet they have little or no fcruple 
to do wrong, and fpeak wrong of others, and towards 
them* I befeec'h you iin not, though there vwere no eye 
to fee yon but God, either by doing or fuffering : You 
will never perfoi m religious duties aright, till ye be at 
this, that ye dare do wroug in no kind to any. Do jull- 
ly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God. A- 
las! it is fad to fee and hear judgments aad plagues 
multiplied, and fin fo much increafmg. O for more 
tendemefs one towards another ! . And of a fpirit of 
meeknefs and zeal for God, give yourfelves to be ever 
in prayer one with another, and qnc fqr another : Wref- 
tle with him in bthalf of hjPbhurf h, and ruined worlc 
now borne down, and that he may return to the land, and 
pity his people ; and be importunate with him in this, 
left the ruin thereof be found to be under your hand» 
I fear ye may cxped judgments to come fuddenly upon 
this ilnful land ; fo that ye will think*' happy were they 
that wan away before they came : Therefore io 'many 
of you as would in any meafure efcape the deluge of 
wrath that is coming on this finful generation, keep clean 
hands, and be free of the finfpl abominations committed 
therein ; and for witnefiing againft them» we are to laf 
down our lives this day. 

And now as a dying man, and a dying Chriftian, I 
join with, and approve of all the Holy Scriptures, both 
of the Old and New Teftament, both of thr«ateningsap<* 
promifes therein. As alfo I agr^e with, and allow of 
that excellent book, called the Confeffipn of Faith, with 
the larger and (horter Catechifms, fum of faving know- 
^ ledge, diredory for.worlhip ; aud particularly, I adhere 
* to, and allow of the two Covenants, both national and 
iplemn league and covenant, acknowledgment of fin* 
and engagement to duties, with all others, contained ffl 
the fprenamed boot. As alfo I do witnefs and tcftify 
my diflike of the breaches and burnings of thefe cove- 
nants, and of all other horrid abominations of thait na- 
ture. And likewtfe I abhor and deteft all compliance <^ 
joining with the enemies of oqr Lord Jefus Chrift i and 
more particularly of bonding, bargaining, and informing> 
or putting them to do hurt, any manner of wayr to any 
of the Lord's poor affli^cd, borne down, wandering and 

diftreffcd 

Digitized by Google 



of George Martin. 237 

diftrefled people. And in like manner, 1 hate and de- 
teft all communing with, fpeaking favourably of, or eat- 
ing or drinking with any fiich, except in cafe of neceffity. 
And in like manner, I tcftify my diflike of that dreadful 
blafphemousi and abominable unparalleled teft, and of all 
pretended magiftrates and minifters, which have taken 
the fame, aud of all that meddle or join m\h them ; or 
of payers of fines for hearing the gofpel, or tranfading 
or colleaguing with any fuch, any manned of way, upon 
the forefaid account. And laftly, I hate too much co- 
vetoufnefs in prifoners who are in any capacity to main- 
tain themfelvcs, and yet are burdenfome- to other poor . 
mean (though charitable) peoplie. And I join heartily 
with the teftimonies of our dear fuffering brethren, who 
fuffercd cither formerly or of late. And like wife I join 
my teilimony to a faithful preached gofpel, by faithful 
prefbyterians, lawfully called and authorized miniftert, 
and lawful magiftrates placed and impowered, and is a- 
greeable and warranted by the word of God, and nonte 
other. And notwithftanding I be^branded with not ad- 
mitting of magiftracy and kingly authority, I do hereby 
declare, and make it known to the world, That I do al- 
low of lawful authority, agreeable and conformable to the 
will and command ©f God, the only lawgiver, as much 
as any man in my. ftation in Scotland, and accounts a 
land happy and bleft, in having and enjoying of fuch. 

And now, being honoured to die for adhering to the 
truth, and to die this fame day, being the 2 2d of Febni* 
ary 1684. ^I do hereby forgive all perfons all wrongs 
done to me, and wifh them forgivenefs, as I defire to 
be forgiven of -God. And now I leave all my friends 
and-Chrllllan relations to the good guiding of Almighty 
God, and bid you all farewel in the Lord : Fiirewei all 
Ayorldly enjoyments, and created comforts'. And wel- 
come Father, Son^ and Holy Glioft, into whofe hands 
I commit my fpirit. 

-. GEORGE MARTIN. 

Together ^ilh this mhnyr fuffered John GUvy wriglit 
in the parifh of Haunam in TeviotJale, whofe indidment 
was founded* upon the fam; heads, and his teftimony is 
much of a piece with his. He dies admiring ancf praif- 
ing free grace, adhering to the truths of J cfus, and firm- 
ly trailing in him for falvation. 

The 
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The laft Tcftimony of John Mam^ who lived m the parifh 
of Weft Monkland, and fuffercd at the crofs of Glaf- 
goWy Marcy 19. 1684* 

IT cannot be cx^edted, every thing, confidered, that 
ye (hall have fuch a teftimony under my hand, as ye 
have had from the hands of many that have gone before 
me : but feeing God in his infinite wifdom ha(h feen it ' 
fit to bring me upon the ftage for truth, I thought my- 
felf bound and obliged in his fight, to teftify be&re the 
world, my clofs adherence to his written word, and what 
is conform thereto. And firft, I teftify my adherence ta 
the Bible, the Old and N^w Teftament, as the only and 
alone rule of fs^ith and obedience* I know, it ftands not 
in need of my approbation ; but to let the world know, I 
die not as a fool, T think it my duty to affert my ad- 
herence unto it, declaring, that I ukc it for xny only 
rule, reje^ing the traditions of men as not canonical. 
a. I teftify my adhcrtnce to the ConfeflSon of Faitfi i^l' 
ing nothing to that 4th article of 23d chapter, but only 

• that it is mifconftru^ed, and madeufe of for another end 
^ than ever the honeft and faithful minifters of Jcfus Chrift 
^ had before them, when they gave their approbation or 

the fame) and Catechifms. larger and fliorter, our Cove- 
nants national and folemn league, acknowledgment 01 
fins and engagement to duties, the fum and pra&icalu« 
of faving knowledge. 3 . To the work of reformation, as 
it was reformed frorh popery, prelacy, and malignancy; 
even to that work, as it is a diredl opp6fition to every 
fm, and motive to every duty ; and p;*rticularly to the 
remonftrances, proteftaticns and teftinrionies againft vat 
malignant party and hialignant actions, they being fowi^ 
out to be ihconfiftent with, and contrary to the written 
word of God, and "the fworn principles of the church ct 
Scotland, and being found to be hurtful to Chriftian '°' 
ciety, not only by the effed^s of them, but as to the na- 

• ture and quality of them, even fimply confidered jn 
themfelves, befides the badeiFe£ls aggravating themiJi 

. the fight of the truly godly, and rightly zealous mimitfj'^ 

and profeffors of this church. 4. To the faithful preacb- 

' ing of the gofpel, uprn muirs and mountains, and hig 

places of the fields, and particularly the preaching do"^^ 

the fins of the time, and upMuty* 5.'! leave niy ^^^' 

jnocy 
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xnony to the lifting armsy for perfonal defence, and for 
defence of the go^el : I reftify to the lawfulnefs ci that 
hoftile defence at Pentland and Bothwel-bridge, and 
feveral field- meetings, where they were put to it by the 
violent and bloody affaults of their enemies. 6. In a 
word to all the faithful teftimonies of the godly, given 
on fcafiblds, and fome other teftimonies gtyen in hoflile 
manner, viz. The teftiraony given at Rutherglen, May 
29.^ 1679. ^^^ ^^ declarations publtlhed at Lanark, in 
the years 1680. 1682. I difown and teflify againft the 
<leclaration publiihed at Hamilton, in the year 1679. 
particularly, becauf^ it takes in the interefl of Charles 
Stuart ; for though he was once a king, he is now a 
tyrant, Wy his cutting the neck of the noble government 
eflabliihed in this land, and overturning the* main and 
fundamental conditions, whereupon he was conftitute ; 
and it is notour to all in this kingdom, and I believe to 
part of our neighbour nations alfo, that he carries on a 
courfe contrary to the word of God, and light of nature, 
and deftiudive to all Chriflian and human fociety ; yea, 
a courfe that very heathens would abhor, even the thing 
ftfelf, abftraft from its aggravations. 

I' come now,' in fhort, (defiring ye may pardon ef- 
capes), to let "you know what I teftify againft. And !• 
I leave my teftimony again^ many minifters, for their 
leaving their mafters work, at the fimple command of u- 
furpers, as if they had been only the ferVants of men ; 
and I declare my difapprobatlon, yea, my telHmony a- ' 
gainft the filencc of minifters, after they had left the 
vineyard where their mafter had placed them to labour, 
and their not acknowledging publicly their unfaitHful- 
nefs ; Tor which (together with theii'other grievous fail- 
ings) the Loid is this day contending with them.^ I 
know not what plagues are fo fad as to be plagued by 
the hand of God, by being laid afidc from his work ; I 
fay, their unfaithfulnefs, in not (landing in the way of 
the people, when they were fo generally drawn away to 
hear curates. 2. Againft minifters their tampering with 
that woeful and hell-hatched indulgence, and more par- 
ticularly, there accepting iherepf. 3. Againft the mi- 
nifters, their woeful yielding unto and joining with the 
malignant party and intereft at Bothwel-bridge,, and 
their woeful yielding unto the ufurpation made upon the 
prerogatiyes royal of our wronged Lord and prince Jcfu* 

Chrift, 
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Chrift, by tlicir acceptance of liberty granted after Both- 
vrel-bridge, -andaaking occafion^to preach in houfes ac- 
cording untp the liberty granted, rcfufing to preach 
without doors, notwjthftandmg of tlic great neceffity 
fometimes requiring the fame» and many of them refu- 
fing to preach when any of the people ftood without 
doors; this was notourly Iknown in the time, and I 
think it be not yet forgot, and however it may be forgot 
by us, yet I affurc you, it is no: forgot by a holy God. 
4. I leave my tcftimony againfl Popery, Prelacy, and 
£raftianifm, and every ihjmg contrary to the word of 
God, and particularly again^-^uakerifnq, Anabaptifm, 
Independency, and all Sedlarians^ and whatfoevet is not 
warranted by the holy fcriptures. 5, Againft the impo« 
fmg of that^curfed cefs ; not that I call cefs-lifiing in it- 
fcli unlawful ; but I call that cefs unlawful, which was 
impofed by a cerrftpt convention of eftates who met at 
Edinburgh, in the year 1673. For fome^ things that are 
in themfelves lawful, are fometimes fo circumftandated, 
as that they become unlawful ; as fometimes the end of 
an adlion make^ the a(5lion unlawful : I may give the 
cefs for an inftance of this j for the end of impofirig it 
(as themfelves declare) was mainly 'to "blfear down field 
meetings, and other innocent 'aiTociations of the -people 
pf God, difdainfuUy and wickedly called by them ren- 
dcEVoufes of rebellion ; which meetings all Scotland was 
bound to maintain ; but they ought to have be^n in the , 
places conftitute for worfhip, and would have been tjiere, 
had bonds and engagements been confcientiouily mind- 
ed by all that were under them. And 6. Againft the 
prayers of the cefs ; for it was a fad thing in a people, 
that fhould have oppofed all courfes of that kind, inftead 
of oppofing,. to contribute to the carrying-on of that 
very courfc, that they ought to. have oppoftd. O ! that 
they would confider, and lay it to heart, and fet them- 
feves to redeem time, mifpent and abufed time ! 7. 
And againft locality and fines paying, feeing that it con- 
tributes to the ftrengthening of ;the adverfarics hands^; 
as for ^he" locality, we may cafily,fee it to be finful, finc€ 
they (the enemies) have impofed itfor the maintenance 
of a party raifed and keeped up for no other ufe (as their 
daily pradlice detlares) but to harafs, • rob and fpoil the 
poor people of God,, for their clofe (0 that it were clos- 
er) adhering to their fworn principles^ and to kill them 
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for not denying of thefe principles. 8. I leave my tefti-. 
mony againft the. people their heanng of curates, bafely. 
leaiving the way of truth, and following a courfe dil- 
hoaouring to God, and deftrudtive to themfclres; Alfo, 
againd the joining with the indulged and, unfaithful mi< 
niilers> vindicatipg th^mfelves thus, that it is good to 
hear the word ; not cpnClder^ng, tbatthefe minifters hav© 
fo far gone out of the way of God, in their accepting of 
that indulgence, as that they ought tobc teftifiedag^iinft, 
and when tjieygoon bfeftinately in that crooked way, 
ought to be withdrawn froni. 9.. I leave my tcftimony 
againft the taking of (hat curfed tel^ and the takers 
thereof, and L declare it to be a horrid wickednefs, a 
God diibwaing and a God daring courfe. ro. Againib 
compearing before their courts, and I declare it to be a 
thing inconfiftent with a faithful teftimony for truth at 
this tinie ; it being, an- owning of that authority, found* 
ed upOn that ufurppd fupremacy over the pretpgative 
royal of oor Lord, which thing ough* to be fo fartefti- 
fied againft, as not to own or aniwer to any court fen- 
ced in the name of Charles Stuart, beeaufe he hath quite 
forfeited his right toTulc as king. 1 1. Agaiuft the lift- 
iag of nulitiay mtA die laying of nuliiia-money. 

An4 now aA ta the articles of my indidmcnt, they are 
idl of thcn» fuch things as cannot be made' criminal. As 
t9 the foftf viz. My making my efaape out of the tol- 
booth»,. I was doing it rooft innocently, doing hurt to no . 
perf9n> neither did . I ever hear it was criminal. As to< 
tbofecond^ viz* That I hadconfefled that I was at Both- 
«rel*b|idg,e« i cannot fee how thz^^an.be made criminal, 
if I got bin the lafh of their own law, (if it be not a- 
birfe of language to call it law), and no further $ fer all 
Jthat were on-lookers that day, could not be faid to be 
in the a6lipn. As to the third, viz. My converfmg with 
G^^vin Wothcrfpoon fince Bothwel, whom they call. a. 
notorious rebel, but cannot prove him fo ; neither can 
tbeylheW' me that law founded oni the word .of God^ that 
m^kfs cooverfing with>him crinainal} and fince they, 
cannot uppn fu&ient groUndscaU himarebqji* what< 
they fay and do without grouixd} I do not fee myfelf oh., 
lig^d to anfwer it ;. for that rebellion that the law ftrik^s . 
againfti is that 'which can he proven rebellion againd: 
pawevs adding for God, and fo confequently rebeUion a- 
gainft God, Aodl/urc I am while a man, foUoweth his 
X ' duty 
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duty (for it is jrercly for following his duly that they 
call hi in a rebel) he can never be faid'ro be in rebellion 
again ft God. As to the fourth article, that I refufed to 
call Bothwel-biidge rebellion, 1 would fee the law that 
makes a naan!s filence, when interrogated, criminal. 
And alfo, as to the thing itfelf, who knows not, that it 
was mere defence ? And who can make it out to be re- 
bellion againft powers a(J\ing for God ? For as is before 
faid, this, and no other, is the rebellion that the law of 
God, and the law of our nation ftrikes againft. And 
the fifth, viz^ That 1 faid, the owning of thfe CoTenants 
V ere lawful. Who knows not that thefe covenants were 
once approven of as lawful, and fdlemnly fwom by the 
whole nation, and the Confeffiortof Faith taken, and 
fwom unto as fundamentals of our religion ? And I deny 
(although by an a€t of a pretended parliament, they may 
pretend to refcind the fame) that it was in their power 
to refcind and overturn fuch a conftitution, until they 
had made 'the unfoundnefs of it appear ; and made it 
appear wherein another was better, and till they had 
been in cafe to fet up a better in the room thereof. So 
that their fo doing, was not a walking according to the 
will of God, but according to their own wjlls, contrary 
to the will of God, for the fatisfa6tion of their own bafe 
lufts, and no ways fhewing themfelves to be ftodying 
eiiher the glory of God, 'or the good of his people ; fo 
that thefe covenants remain binding to this day, and, I 
hope, (hall be when they are gone, who fo wickedly fet 
themfelves againft them. As to the fixth article, that I 
would not anfwer if it^was lawful, yea or not, to obey 
Charles Stuart? it is only filence, which no law t\or 
leafon can make criminal. And as to my difowning his 
authority, as they fay, they had only my fiJcncc alfo, 
\\ hich can never in law take away a man's life. At to 
my not aflerting that the death of the late king was mur- 
. der, I fiT '} 'he\ would haye every one faying and attcf- 
ting V hat they fay and affert, whether they know it to 
be fo I r not. I leave my teftimony, as a dying man, a* 
gamft all luch implicit walking ; and efpecially t teftify 
againft any laying hold implicitly upon the bare a/Tcr- 
tions or dictates of the enemies of God. And as to the 
prelate's death, I declare, as a dying man, .that I thin* 
none can certainly judge that adion, if it was murder, 
or not murder. And who fees not what thefe cnem»«$ 

to 
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to Gad, and his Son Jefas Chrift are driving at, when 
they would compel mtn to affert things only for theV 
pleafures, that no Human underftanding can judge of, 
thcmfelves who were the a^ors only excepted. And 
now it is notour to all perfonji of any capacity, and who 
will but ufe the light of nature, thAt there Is no manner 
of juft fentence pad againft, or put in execution upon 
Us J but that we were inurdered only for the fatisfa^ion 
of men, who are worfc than heathens. 

And now this my teftimoay 1 feal with my blood, dy- 
ing in ihe faith of the proteftant relfgion, adhering to 
the preibyterian government of the church of Scotland, • 
and witncfling againft every thing that tends to the hurt 
thereof; exhorting every one who defires to be found of 
God in love, to fettle and ^m here. And let none fear 
to venture upon the crofs of Chrift. For 1 can fay from 
experience, glory be to him for it, that he l^s borne the 
crofs and me both,»or otherways I could never have un- 
dergone it wrth fd fmall diflicoUy. And the great rea* 
fon of many their fainting under the crofs, Is their lay- 
ing fo little weight on Jefus Chrift, and fo much upon 
themfelves, and upon any bit of attainment they think 
themfelves to have. O let every one ftudy that holy art 
of independency upon all things befides him, and de- 
pend only jjpon himfelf. And now I bid farewel to th'3 
poor remnant of the church of Scotland, and I leave 
them to.God, and his good hand 5 I bid farewel to friends 
and acquaintances ; I bid farewel to my mother, and 
commits her to God, who. only can provide for her, 
things neceifary^ both for foul and bodjr ; I Ijic^ farewel 
te my two fifters, and commits them to God, who can 
be inftead of all things to, them, and can fbon make up 
the want of i.brother to them, which want I think may 
be ealily borne as the time now goes ; farewel praying 
and believing, reading and meditating ; 1 .bid fjrcwel lo 
all temporal things, mercies and croftes, Welcoms gal- 
lows for the intereftof my fweetLdrd ; welcome heaven 
and everlafting glory j welcome fpirits of juft inen madi 
pcrfeft.; welconie angels; welcome Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, into whole hands I commit my fpirit. 

JOHN MAIN. 

With this martyr fnflFered other four, viz. John Rich- 
mond, Archibald Stewart, who lived in tlie parifti of 
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X.eiinahcg09 James Winning taylor in Olafgow, and 
James Johnfton in J<Iortli Calder, all>cry zealous .and 
judicious Chriftians. The heads'of tlieirindidtnientsare 
^11 the fame with thefe of this martyr, and their anfw«rs 
i>tfore their examinators have been .very much to the 
fame cffe^ ; all of tliem freely and fully owning the co- 
vehant, and avouching ft before their perfecutors ^ and 
like ways the lawfuliiefs of defenfive arms, for maintain- 
ing the "faithfully preached gofpel> and.abfolutely deny- 
ing the king^s ecdetis^ic. fupremacy. Declining, all of 
them to aalwer ihe impertinent queAions jconcemiog^tlBe 
bilbop's death, and t^at of king Charles L.inr^ganltiiey 
Jcnew not the circmnftances of theie £Eids, nor conld 
make a judgment upon them, «nd £oiutdtheinfelv«s ob- 
liged in n(T law, divine or human, to give then: opimen 
about them ; and yet upon this dieir prudent iilence> 
was their fentence founded, and execute witfa.greatrnige, 
having fcarce forty*eight hours, allowed them before their 
ezeci)tion. As for ^e heads of tnuh to -whidi 'they 
leave their teftimony, and of defedion and cormptton, 
againft which they leavc-it, they are fo-.near * the fame 
vith thefe contained m the foregoing fpeedi, tiiat it 
would be but fuperjfluotts to repeat them word for word 
its they ftand ; chly-fome fewicxpreffions (hall he here 
infert out of them, tafliew how cheerfully they under- . 
went their fufferings ; to which purpofe thefe words ftf 
John Richmond -are very remaritstbk.; fear not at the 
crofs of Chrift; for, O ! if ye knew what! have met 
with fince.l came to prifon, what love ! what matchlefs 
love-fiom my fwect and lovely Lord 1 ye would long to 
be with him, and would count it nought to go through 
a fca of blood for him- To the fame eireft,-fee with 
what heavenly delight and complacency. that flripling 
Archibald Stewart, a youth of nineteen years accofts a 
\iolent death, while he failh, now, this rs the fweetcft 
-and joyfuUeft day that ever I had fince 1 was born. ^y. 
foal blelTeth the iord, that ever he made choice of -mc 
to fufierior his noble caufc and intereflr; tliatever hefet 
his love i:pcn the ltk£ of ine, to give afuitlifulteftimony 
for Jiis ccntrovtrted truths, who was born an heir of 
hell and wrath ; but now he Lath redeemed ny foul 
through his precious blnod and fufFering, from tlie pow- 
cr of iln and Satun, and hath made me overcome by the 
blood of the immaculiite Lamb cf God. And thcrcaf- 
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ter; I die not by oonftraint, I am more willing to die 
for my lovely Lord Chrift, and his truths, them ever I 
-was to live ; and my foul bleffeth the Lord, that ever 
he did accept of a teftiraony from tKe like of me. Scar 
not at tlie vfay.of Chrift, becau'e of fuSerings. If ye 
knew what of his love 1 have got fmce I was honoured 
v^ith imprifonment for him, and what.fweet ingredients 
he hath put int ^ my cup, ye would not be afraid of fuf- 
£ering. He hath paved the crofs all over with love, and 
hath made all fwedt ancl comfortable to me, and halh 
znadQ all my troubles fly away, like the morning fhad- 
ows, O ! I cannot exprefs his matchlefs love to me,, 
neither can I make mention of his goodnefs ! O ! it is 
but little I can fpeak to the commendation of my lovely 
Lord, and his crofsy &c. At the fame rate James Win- 
ning, having bewailed^ his being fo long a hearer of cu- 
rates, f^bjoins, with a fweet and ravilhing turn, I bkis 
the Lord, becaufe of his goodnefs to me, who, noxwith- 
ftanding of all my compliance with enemies, hath not 
left me in that woful cafe, but hath brought me hither 
to witneft for his dppofed, burdened and ruined c'aufe 
and glory. O ! »I defire to blefs him for it, and call ia 
all the creation to help me. O the wonderful power, 
riches, and goodnefs of the Lord ! Glory to his rich and 
excellent ;name, who hath difcovered to me the need of a 
Redeemer, who will waQi me from my fins, and maXc 
me pure andfpotlefs before his throne in heaven. James 
Johnffcun, among other heavenly expraffions, hath thefe 
concerning his lot of fuiFering ; for this 1 blefs the Lord, 
for I could never liave ventured upon the crofs, efpeci- 
ally upon death itfelf, unlefs that he had helped me to 
it. They died all with a forgiving fpirit, imitating their 
Lord and Mafter, and his holy apofUes, in praying for 
forgivenefs to their perfecutorsj.Uiough withal alluring 
them, that their blood would be required at their hands, 
if they did not repent, for what they had done aga'nft 
the. image of God in them. 

' ' ' X.1? ^ The 



y Google 



2^6 The hjl "Speech aftd TejHm&fiy 

The copy cf a Letter written by the forementioned Ar- 
chibald Stewart, who fufFered martyrdom at the 
crofs of Glafgow, March 19. 1684. To his Chriftian 
acquaintances. 

My dear and loving friends and acquaintances, 

YOU and I xnuft take good-night of one another for 
a while ; but I hope it ftall not be long ; for you 
inbw that this tinie that we have on earth lafts but for 
ambinent; and we are but as a flower that grows up 
HI the nighty and is cut down in the BK>niing; like ihc 
IfiadoVr that flies away, and is no more fecn upon earth 
again ; even like- Jonah's gpurd, that grew up in a night, 
and pcriflred in a night. New you and I miift part, and 
take gooii night, you- of me, and I of you, as willingly, 
and with as great fatisfadlion, Contentment, and fubmif- 
fion to tlie will of our God, as if we were going to oar 
fweet and comfortable fellowfhip- meetings, 'wherc our 
fouls many times have been rcfreihed with the gales of 
the fpirit of o»r God, which indeed was the We of ow 
meetings 5 for had it not been Ac love that wc bear to 
Crod and bis ways, he would never have made ^urBlec^ 
ings fo fweet to us ; fo that the longer that wc continttp 
pd,. and the ofteper that we met, the L.ord made more 
of himfelf known to us, in giving us new confirmations 
cf bis love, and tokens of his.kindncfs. Now, »y lov- 
ing friends, I am going to my Father's hooic, to reap 
■the fruit of all thefe waking nights that you vA i k»« 
together, when none knew of it but 'ourW^cs, ^^^L 
heavenly Father ; and I die in the hope of it, we fta^ 
come * to your father and my father, to your God and 
my God,' John Jtx. ij. to your Hedeeroor and wfj ^' 
deemcr, to reap tfce fruit of all thefc meetings wc had 
together. ' O ! but that wlU be a joyful harveft tiiD«» * 
am now going to .reap the fruit ol all my readtng* P'^y* 
ing, finging, convcrfing, and meditating, and the b^^ 
or all my trouble, toil, and labour Inftead of bitter- 
nefs I will enjoy fwcetncfs ; inftead of trouble, rcft;/^ 
Head of forrow and gri^* Joy ^^^ gladnefs ; for figJ'^'K 
and forrow (hall fly away. I am going to reap thcfrujt 
of my wounds, and all the reproaches they ^^*/?f 
upon me. I am ^oing to reap tjh^ fruit of all my fig"* 
and groans, efpccially thefe fince I came to prifon, ww^ 
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t liave had very ma»y of them. I atn going to reap the 
fruit jof my fetters, iix>ns, andimprifoiOTient for my love- 
ly Lord and mafter Jefus Chrill ; and, I am going to 
reap die f rait of myunjuft indiAnoem, .and iiBJuft fcn- 
istnce. O ! but the fruits-of tbefe forementioned djings 
will be a weighty .crown of ^lory within a little time up- 
on «iy head, up at my Father's throne, " when J fhail 
go no more out, and «ome no more ku having the mai?ie 
of «iy 'God written upon my foreh€ad^ and the ibng of 
Mofes and the Lamb pUtin my mouth," £0 fmg through 
all the ages of eternity. 

Now, dear friends, I cannot, get Irim praife(i, for th^ 
riches of his rfrce grace, freely beftqwed o« ipe. O ! I 
cannot get htm prailed for bringing my foul out -of the 
pit of 4tfftrudbn, and for reqlasmtng aay foul from the 
gates of hell. O my ibul aad }»eart, and. all that is with- 
in me, praife thcLord for.his wonderful love 10 Joe! 
and alfo, my foul invites all tUe works of creation to 
praife him for what he iiatJh done to my foul % for jiow I ^ 
.can fay with Pavid from -my owni experience, Come :an4 
hear« ail ye that fear God, and I will declare > what h<^ 
btidi donefco- my foul. Aoxi JU^wife \ <an fay mth 
Pavid, Pial. divi. 6. TheHnes are faUcn unto iine v^ 
l^eafant places ; .y«a, I have a goodly heritage. Ab4 
more than all^ that he hath faid io my foul, that be wiU 
qnarrel no more with mo f(pT ^x for my Gpd hatb faid 
tome, Ifa. sliii. x. 2. fiutibaw^ithvid fa^ the LcH-d thai^ 
created thee, O Jaicob, and b^ that formed 'thee, ^ |£- 
•raeJ, fear not ; for I ihaare re^eiiKd thee, 1 have caliled 
.thee by thy name, thou art imne. When tjhoa .paffeft 
.through the waters, Lwill'be with thee \ and through ihe 
rivers^ they (hall not overflow tlice % w]ien thou walkeft 
through .the fire, thou flialt not ^eij^rnt : laeither (hall 
the flaiae kindle rupon:tibee.. And Mattb. \%%ii. Sop be 
of good cheer, thy itnfi .he iprgiven thee* Now all is 
fure and well widi me, il am brought iietr unto God, 
/through the blood of his Son Jefus ( hrift^ and I faa(\$ 
,no more to do, but to hef down this lift of mine, that 
ht hath enren me, and take ^up boufe.andhabitaticdi with 
my lovc5^ Lord and Mafter Jefus Chrift, who purcha^ 
life andikhrBtton tomehy t^ ptice of his own blood 
and (afferings :(0>i hut I have gotten an eafy caft to -it ; 
•O ! but I am cohm wdil and ea^ to tfioy .porpoie, rof -re- 
^mptiqPtpqMC aod hasptaoGi. h^Oi I cannot Ret 
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him glorified ; and I will never get him enough glorified*, 
as long as my foul liveth^ and 1 ikall live as long as he 
Kveth, and that is life without end. 

Now, my dear and loving friends, it is hut little ad- 
vice that I can cleave to you, ho;v to order your life ana 
coverfation-;^ yet I fhall leave you mj latbadirice, as the 
Lord ihall-help me* As God hath -once made .you to. 
accept of hfm, upon his own terms and way, hold faft 
by him, and claim a right to him, from his own pi^- 
mifes and former loving kindnefs, wherein he hatli ma- 
aifefted himftlf to you. And although you be made 
many iJim^es to think, that he hath left you, when you 
are caften 4own, a^id uxvder defertion, yet claim a right 
to him : ^though you have deftroyed yourfelf, threeji 
kindnefs upon him ; and'refolve with Job, That though 
he fhould flay you, yet will you truft in him : For "you 
muft not want yotrr down-caftings and defer tions ; for 
all thefe things aife given you for the trial of your faith. 
And you- may know fomething of this fron^ experience^ 
that we cannot guide bur Lord's prefence, when we get 
tt, we are fo lifted up, that he muft cad us down again ; 
for our old bpttles cannot ' bear with the new wine of 
lieaven, none of us can be free of defertion ; for as' long 
as we Hve in this earth, we are often uhder An Egyptian 
cloud ofdarknefi. Spend much^ of your time in prayer 
and meditation* for I think, that in thefe is the life of 
religion ; and fpend time in Chriftian'converfe with any 
of your own judgment, ^nd private prayer, as. you and 
I did' when we were together j and if you can get none, do 
your ovm part, and the Lord will make up all your lofs, 
for he hath engaged Xo make Tip all your wants, Now^ 
double your diligence, and make ready for the trial, for 
you will not get it fhifted, if ye continue faithful to tbc 
end.. I am not faying that the trial will take, awaj 
your life ; but Tarn perfuaded, you will 'come through 
difficulties, if die Lord fee fit to fpare you, to fee the 
glorious days that (hall be feen in Scotland- again, and 
t^ reap of the fruit of it. This will be a high honour, 
for they will be a happy people, that will be dtc remnant 
of the church. 

Now, dear friend^, hold faft^ and let no man uke 
your crown ; for it is ready at the end of your race ; ran 
' and never halt nor look back, till you obtain the prize. 
I have goctttn the firft ftart of you a litde \ ^ut^ I hop«, 

' * you 
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you wiirfollowme, before it be long, and w« (hall meet 
again; and O ! what a joyful meeting ihall it be \ Study- 
denied nefs to your iifey and die daily, that death may 
Bot furprifc you. 

But I mu(l forbeafi my time is fo (hortt that I can- 
not get all faid here, thnt I have to fay ; but what \& 
wanting* himfelf make it up to you. Now I take my 
leave of you for a little time, hoping to meet again up 
above in our FatherS houfe. l.pray, that God's eternsd 
bkffing may rtft npoo you .; and wi(h you even as my 
own foul. fFarewei<tn.the <Lord. Your dear and lovii>g 
ChriAtan friendi, brother and foul^s weiwiihei;, 

^^TT^^A AUCHPBA^LD STEW^ART^ 

Tke kft Teilunony oiCnpkm J^ *P^ott, whoUved m 
the pariih of -Ftnwick, andfufftiiied at theGFafs^maiFket 
>of :£dtnbui^gli, M^y 9tb. 1684. 

. I>ear friends and fpeifbators, 

YOU are come here to look uponine a dying .roan; 
^ and you need .not expe«5f that I Iball fa^ much, for 
I /was never an orator or eloquent of tongue, though'lmay 
iay -as much to the commendatioiyof God in Chriil Jefus, 
as ever any poor. (inner had to fay. I havebeenas .great 
a iinncr. as «vcr: lived ; -ftrong 'Corruptions, (Irong Titfts, 
ftrong.paflions,,a ftrong body of death have prevailed a- 
gamH mc ; yea, il have been chief of finner^, I may fay 
on every back-look of my w:iy, though die world can* 
not charge me wiih any grofs tranfgreffion this day, for 
which I bids tJik:' Lord, O ! ^hat omitrions and com- 
miidions, ^•hatformality and hypocrify, chat even my 
duties Iwve been -my grief and fear, kft thou -a holy God 
had made -thim my duties, and mayeft do : My mifirr>- 
proven time may be heavy upon ny head, and caufe of 
dererlion*; and efpecialiy my fupplicating the icotincil, 
who has, I thitik, laid iheir fnares the cloicr to take a- 
way my life, rholigh contrary to their ovvn profdTed law^ 
1 dcfire to mourn for my giving ear to the counfels of 
flefh and blood, when 1 fliould have been confuking 
l.caven, and to rtfleft upon myfelf, Uiough it.l«\ys my 
blood xhc clofer to their door, and J think the blood of 
Jny wife, and bairns. I think, their Supreme magiftrate 

is 
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IS not ignorant of many of their agings, bat ihefe prelates 
will not be found free when our God makes an inquifition 
for blood. And now I am come here, defired of fpme 
indeed^ who thirft for my life, though by others not de- 
fired. I -blcfs the Lord, I am not come here as a thief 
or a murderer, and I am free of the blood of all men, 
but hate bloodfhed direAly or indireftly. And now I 
am a poor finner, and could never merit any thing bm 
wra^h, and have no rigbteoufnefs of my own, all is Jefus 
Chrift's and his alone, and I have laid claim to his 
righteonfnefs and his fufferings by faith in Jefus ChrilV, 
through imputation they are mine, for I have acceptei 
of his oflFer on his own terms, and fwom away myfclf to 
him- to be at his difpoial, both privately and publicly 
many times ; andtiow I have put it upon him to ratify 
in heaven all that I have eifayed to do on earth, and to 
do away all my imperfedlions and failings, and tb (lay 
fny lieart on him. I feek mercy for all my fins, and be- 
lieve to get all my challenges and fins funk in die blood 
and fufferings of Jefus and his righteoufhefs, and that 
he fliall fee of the travel of his fool on me, and the Fa- 
ther's pleafure (hall profper in his hand. I blefs the 
Lord, that ever he led me out to behold any part of his 
power in the gofpel, in kirks,* or fields, or any of his 
agings for his people in their ftraits. The Lord is. with 
his people while they be with him : We iftay fet to our 
foal to this, and while they be unite : And O for a 
day of his power in cementing of this diftempered age. 
It is fad to fee his people falling out of the way, and of 
fuch a fiery fpirit, that look to be at one lodging at night, 
efpecially thefe who profefs to keep by; our glorious work 
of reformation and folemn engagemeniif'to Grod, and to 
hold off the fins of thofe times. O hold off extremites 
on both hands, and follow the example of our blelTeJ 
'Lord and the cloud of witnefles in the i itk'of the He- 
brews. And let your way be the good old path, the 
word* of God and beft times of the church, for if it b« 
not according to his' word, it is bccaufc there is no truth 
i»n it. Now,* as to my interrogations, I was not clear to 
deny Pentland or Bothw.el. They alked me, how long 
I was at them ? ? faid, Eight days : and the afiize had 
no more to fentence upon, for the advocate faid, he 
would not purfue for Pentland, by reafon of an indem- 
»ity, before the privy counciL The council a(ked m?t 
, . Jt 
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If I acknowledged authority > I faid, All audiority ac« 
cording to the word of God. They charged me with 
many things, as if I had been a rebel fince the year 16409 
and at Montrofe's- taking at Mauchlin muir. Lord for* 
give them, tliey know not what they do. 

I adhere to the fweet fcripti^res of trath, of the Old 
and New Teftament, and preached gofpel by a faithful 
fent mtniftry, whereby he many times communicated 
himfelf to the fouls of his people, and to me in particn* 
lar/ both in the kh-ks, and iince on the fields, ' and in the 
private meetings of his people for prayer and fupplica- 
tion to him I adl^ere toourfblemn covenants, national 
and folenin league, acknowledgment of Uns and eogage- 
ment to duties, which became national. I adhere to our 
Confedion of Faith,* Larger and Shorter Catechi&ns, 
caufes of wrath, and to all the teftiroonies given by his 
people formerly, zpd of late, either on fields orfcaflblds, 
thefe years bygone, in fo far as tliey are agreeable to his 
word, and the pradice of our worthy reformers, and ho- 
ly true ^eal, according to his rule. I adhere to all our 
glorious work of reformation. Now, I leave my tcfti- 
mony as a dying man againft the horrid ufurpatio^i of 
out Lord's prerogative, and crown right, I mean thatfu- 
premacy eftablifhed by law in thefe lands, which is a 
manifeft ulurpation of his- crown, for he is given by the 
Father to be head of the church. Col. i. i8, 19. •• And 
he is the head of the body, the church : Who is the be- 
ginning, the firft-born from the dead ; that in all things 
he might have the preeminence; For it pleafed the 
Father, that in him all fulnefs fhould dwell.'* And a- 
gainft all }>opery, prelacy, and eraftianifm, and all that 
depends upon that hi^archy, whiclv-is a yoke that nei- 
ther we nor out fathers ,were able to bear, which the 
poor remnant is groaning under this day, by that horrid 
cruelty renting their conifciences by tefts and bonds ; tak- 
ing away their fubftance and livelihoods by fines and il- 
legal exadtions, plunderings and qua/terings, • and com- 
pelling them to fin,, by hearing, joining and complying 
With thefe malicious curates. ** Matth. xxiii. 13. Wo 
unto you Scribes and Pharifees, hypocrites ; for ye (hut 
up the kingdom of heaven againft men ; for ye "neither 
go in youifAves, neither fuffef ye them that are entering 
to go in.** I leave my teftimony againft the indulgence 
firil'tuui lafty for I ever looked on it as a fnare^ and fa 
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!• ne^er looked • upon them as- a part-tiif: tfa«r hopefiil 
lemnaut of tbechurch,. and now ii is fad to fee ho^. 
fome of them, have joiiiedbytheir deeds in. the pcrfecu- 
tton of the poor remnant, and.almo(Lall in tcmga&per* 

, fecution. 

Now, r would fpeak' a ftvort word or two to three/orts 
of folk, but I think, if one would, rife from the deadj he 
would not be heard by this generatton» who are mad a* 
pon idols and this worl4« Firfii Theik who hare joined 
deliberately with the perfecutors, m aU their robWricg. 
and haling innocent; fouls to prifba, death aod. banifli* 
ment. The Lord will not bold them guiltlefs ; they 
may reard' what the fpirit of God. hath J-ecorded of them 
in Jude i ith ver. anddownwai^, and Obadlah's pro* 
phecy. A fecond fort* is, thefe who fcem to be more fb- 
ber and knowing, y-et' through. a timoroufneis.asLd fear* 
Jiave joined with them in. all their torrupt courfes-for 
eafe and tbdf^^ ownthii^s : Do not think that thefe fi^ 
leaves- will coTeT' you in the cool of the day ; it is a ha* 
zard to be mingled with the heathen, left we ksjraof 
them tlieir way. O firs, be. zealous^ and repent ; feeL 
repentance from Chri(^, he purchafed it with his blood; 
and do your firft, works, if ever there was any faviog 
works on your fouls ; for. he wUl come quickly^ and who 
may abide the day of his coming. O. firs, the noble 
grace, of repentance- grows not' in. every field.; many 
could not get it, though they fought it careiiiUy with' 
tears. O work while it is to day, tlie^night drawethoD^ 
and it may be very dark. The third fort/is^ thoie who 
have be^n moft tender; and O^ wliaofus canfay, thai 
we have out- of love to his glory, (ingly followed him ; 
upon examination we fear we find it not fo, but thaft we. 
have come far fhort. We fear we find not hijBi filch as- 
we woijld, nor he us as he would. Owemay/ayyiram 
the crown of the head to the fole of the foot there is no 
place clean. None can ca ft. a. (lone at another; we are 
all wrH!nds, bruifes, and defilements* W^ muft put this 
work upon htm who is iha foamtain to wafh- foul fools^ 
who bleaks not the bruifed recd^nor quenches thefmok* 
ing f?;ix. Give him. muck ado^ for we haye much adli» 
for him. O that there were no reft lin our bones becaofe 
of our fin. It is thtf'Batfaerfs pleafore that. he. fliould 
fee his feed, and the pleaibre of the. Lord profpcr in Kyi 

hand* O that he would nsabe eycvyvoae of.' ustSsdiBr-. 
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ftand our errors, and feek after the good old patih, fol- 
lowed in die inod pure times of our churcb» and get in 
to oar Lord Jefus Clirift, by faith in his righteoufaef$» 
by imputation and virtue of his fuSerings for finners, 
and keep by hiin* There is no fafety but at his back ; 
and I befeech you> improve time, it is precious when 
right improv*n ; For ye know not whgn the mailer call- 
eth, at midnight, or at cock, crowing. Dear friends, 
die work of the day is great, and calls for xaori nor or- 
dinajy. O. be oft at the throne, and give him no reft to 
make furc your foul's intereft. Seek pardon freely, and 
then he will come with peace : Seek all the graces of 
his ipirit, the grace of love, the grace of holy fear and 
humility. O ! but there is l:nuch need of tills and the 
promifed fpiriL 

Now, I de£re to falute y6a, dear friends in the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, both prifoned^ banifhed, widow and father- 
lefs, or wandering and caft out for Chrift's fake and th^ 
goipcl's, even the blefling of Qirift's fulBsrings be witli 
you all, ftrengthen, cfiablifh, fupport and fettle you, and 
Uie bleffing of him who was in the bufli, which while it 
burnt, was not confumed, and tny poor blefling be with 
you all. Now, as to my pcriecutors, I forgive all of 
them ; inftigators, reproachers, foldiers, privy council, 
jalliciaries, apprehenders, in what they have done-tome; 
but what they have done^ to me in defpite againA the im«> 
age of God's name in me, who am a poor Siing without 
that, it is not mine to forgtv? them-; but I wifli they 
would feek forgivenefs of him who hath it to give, and 
would do no more wickednefs. 

Now, I leave my poor fympathizing wife and fixfmall 
children upon the Almighty Father, Son, and Holy * 
Ghofty who hath promifed to be a Father to the father' 
lefs, and a-hufl>and to the widow, and the orphan's ftay ; 
be thou all in all unto them, O Lord. Now, tlie blefV 
fing of God, and my poor bleflittg be with them. And 
my fuit to thee is, that thou wouldft give them thy fal- 
ration. And' now farewel wife and children; farewel 
all friends and relations; farewel all worldly enjoy- 
ments; farewel fweet fcriptures, preaching, praymg. 
Heading, finging and all other duties. And welcome 

. Y Father, 
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Father, Son, and H0I7 Spirit. I defire to commit my 
foul to thee in well-doing. Lord receive my fpirit. 
^ic fubfcribdurf 

> JOHN PATON. 

The laft Teftimony of James Ntfiett who lived in the pa- 
fiih of Loudon, and fuffered in the Howg^e-head of 
Glafgow, June 5. 1684. 

NOW, I am brought hither, this day, to lay down 
my life for the teftimony of Jefus Chrift, and ior 
afferling him to ,be head ^nd king in his own houfe, and 
for nd matter of fa^, that they, have againft me. Where^ 
fore, dear friends, and all true. lovers of Zion's caafcy^if 
I could either fp'eak or write any tljing to the praifeand 
commendation of my lovely Lord, and princely Mafier 
Jefus Chrift, king and he%d oyer his own churc;b and 
people : Although the moft part of the men of this ge- 
neration is counting it death to call him fo, yet I as a 
dying man, live and die in the faith of it, that he (hall 
appear to their confufion,. and for his own glory now 
trampled upon, and lying fo low ; for he lias faid in Ifa. 
xlii. 8. 1 am the Lord, that is my name; and my glory 
r will not give to another, &c. Now, I am to lay 2ov<ti 
my life» and indeed 1 do it willingly, and not by con* 
ftraint ; and 1 blefs him, that ever he carved om my 
lot fuch, as to be a fufiPerer for him, whoum fncb a poor 
unworthy thing : F«r if I would have acknowledged a 
mortal man to be fupreme, I might have redeemed my 
life, viz. Charles Stuart to be fupreme over all catifes ci- 
vil and eccleiiaftic, as they have now fet him upj which 
belongs to no mortal man upon earth» and to have psay- 
ed for him. 

And (hall I pray for that man in his perfbn and go- 
▼emment, who hath broken down the work of the Lord« 
and has laid wafte the fanduary of our Lord, who was 
given of the Fatl^r, as it is faid, £ph. i. 22. And hath 
put all things, under his feet, and gave him to be head 
over all thmgs to the chtirch ; And in the iecond Pialm* 
Now, I fay, it is for the hope of Ifrael, and a witticft 
for the name of Jefus Chrift, of which hope I am not 
afliamed. Now I invite all who love his name, and the 
welfare of Zion, to-praife him, for I may fet to my feal 
to it, thjit be is a good Mafter to all Vho wQl come to 

him ; 
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hkttk ; for I may f^y, He hath been good to me, wha 
has letten me fee a fight of my fins, and a fight of the 
remedy that he has purchafed by his blood, and through 
his death to me, who was born an heir of hell and wrath 
by nature ; but glbry be to his great name, who ha? 
made me free from my fin, and made, me as if 1 had 
never finned. O glory and praife be to himfelf. But 
-what fiiall I fay ? for heart cannot conceive, hand can- 
not write, tongue cannot exprefs 1 for furely, if I could 
fay any thing to the praife ' and commendation cS my 
lovely Lord Jefus Chrill, I have many things for which 
to do it. iftt ^or that. That ha has not letten me deny 
lys truths and caufe, and his perfecuted work ; for there 
is nothing in me, as I am of myfelf, but might have been 
ambngft thife that have difplayed a banner againfl God, 
and have niade the blood of his people to run in the 
ftreets, and have dyed their^arments with their b}ood.^ 
Add zd/y^ That he has carved out my lot to be in a land 
where he hath fet ijip his pure ordinances, both in doc- 
trine^ worfhip, difcipline and government ; for indeed 
he might liave tryfted it te have been among thefe that 
are woHhipping antichrift, that whore of . Rome, whofe 
fentemie may be read, Rev. xix. la. And if Charles 
Stuart has not overturned his work» and corrupted the 
whole land, by overturning the whole fundamental laws,, 
both civil and ecclefiaftic, I leave it to any judicious 
perfon^ that is not byaifed and drawn away, by that wo 
fill eradian fupremacy, which is like to overfpread the 
whole land. 3^/^, That he hath given his word for a 
rule to' walk by, which word is truth, ^nd the true word 
ef Crod. He has made me to walk by it, and it to be 
my rule ; and by his word and Spirit bearing witnefs 
with my fpirit, making me fpotlefs and cleans and I (hall . 
be cloaLhed with thefe robes of his righteoufnefs, ^hich 
are fpotlefs and clean: 

Now, I ftiall only give a Ihort account of my princi- 
ples, as the Lord (hall afiift ; and the Lord help me to 
get k done in truth and fincerity ; for there are many 
eyes looking on me } the. eyes of an all-feeing God, who 
is of purer eyes than that he can behold iniquity, and the 
eyes of men who are thirfting for my blood, i^, I ad- 
here and fweetly fets to, my teftimony to the covenant of 
redemption, betwixt the Father and the Son, made be- 
fbre the foundation of the world, iox the redemption of 
Y 2 poor 
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poor loft mankind^ I mean of thofe i^bo arc elcAed, calU 
ed, juftified and fandified ;ibr ^hich my foul fliall bkfs 
the Lord that ever I heard tell of the fame, and that 
ever I heard tell, that he came intp the woHd to favc 
fmners, of whom 1 am the* chief. %dhf^ To the facred 
fcriptures, that they are the true w6rd of God ; and that 
there is life everlafting to be had hi them, if ye will ap- 
ply your hearts to fearch diligently, and purfuc after 
them with a fincere and diligent feeking, with all the 
foul Jfnd heart j and without fincere endeavouring to 
make it ycur rule, there is no life ; for fays our bleifed 
Lord, T came not to dvftrey the law, but to fulfil it* 
^y^ To the Wiork of Tdfbtmation as it was reformed in 
all the fevcral fteps thereof from under f^o^ery^ jprelacy, 
and eraftianifm, and all odier efrors w^tibmever, not 
agreeable to the fcriptures, the written word of God. 
^hlyy To the Confeffion o(^ Farth, the fum of ftving 
knowledge, diredory for worAip and dtfclpline, and to 
our Catechifms larger and ihorter. ithly^ To die cove- 
nants national and folemn league, whereby theie loads 
were engaged unto the Lord; and Scotland may blefs 
the Lord, that ever he engaged them in a covenant with 
himfelf. t fay to you that dcfire to own the fame, make 
it your ground to plead 'with the Lord, till he come back 
again to thcfe lands, (*thly^ To 'the preaching of the 
gofpel of our* Lord Jefus Chrift, as it was Uithfully 
l>reached by faithful miniftcrs, called and commiiConat- 
cd, and fent by hiniiclf;and alib my teftimony to the 
ncknowledgment of fins and engagement to duties, and 
the caufcs of the Lord's wiath againft this land this day : 
but alas ! it ftiay he faid, many have gqjie backward, 
and not forward ; the moft part of this generation Iwve 
refufed to walk any more vnth him, ever fmce Bothwel, 
only thcfe two, viz. Mr D(^naM Cargil and Mr Richard 
Cameron, which 1 dcfire to fet to my fcal to the failh- 
fulnefs of thefe two men's dcKfliines, for my fouLhas been 
rcfrefhed by them. And I fet to my feal to all their 
proceedings and a<51ings in the work they were call- 
ed to, and my foul blelfeth tlie'Lord, that ever I heard 
them preach, '^^ihly^ To all the appeal ings in arms in 
defence of the gofff"!.. and felf-defence, both before 
Bothwel and fiyce. ^iJAy^ To the excommunication at 
the Tor wood, hy Mr Donald' Cargil, as it is jnft and 
lawful, and will ftand in force and record, ay till repent- 
ance 
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. afice make it nuU^ of which there is little appearance*. 
^ihly^ To the te^mony given at Rutherglen, AJay 29. 
1679* ^^ declaration given at Lanark^ Jane 1 1. ii68?. 
by a party, wliom the Lord'iaifed and ftured up by hU 
Spirit, and owned them in that work, to give a public 
telUmony againft that foul-deilroying, and land-ruining 
thing called die tell, although many in this generation 
be pleading'for the lawfulnels of it, and difowning the 
. covenant, which we are all bound to. O my heart trem« 
bles to think, ^hat will come on this generation, for their 
dreadful apodacy and departing from the way* of the 
Lord. xothlyt To all the fellowlhip meetings of the 
Lord's people, for reading, praying, and Unging of- 
Pfalmsy and all the other dutirf^ proper for, and incum- 
bent upon them. I mean thefe that defire to wrefde and. 
hold up the cafe of his ruined work, and his poor fa£Fer- 
ing remnant. lUbiy^ To the eight articles; called the* 
new covenant, taken •'kt the Queensferry of worthy Henry/' 
Hail.. 

Now, as I have left mytcftimony in fliort to the truths". 
of God J fo'l defire to leave my teftimpny againft tlie 
defe^ions.of th^ time, as the Lordih^U help and afUft. 
Therefore I, as ^ dying witnefs, leave my teftimony, i/?,, 
Againft popery and. prelacy, which is. fo mueh QOunt|e* 
l|anci:d and fet up in Scotland this^day, efpecially by. 
tnofe who feeinedto be moft eminent, as it is in Gal. i. 
6. I marvel tliat ye are fo foon removed from him that. 
called you into the grace of Chrift, unto auQther gof- 
pel, ^c.r zdljy Againft quakerifm,. independency, and. 
all other errors* which are not according to the word of 
God, and our folemn covenants and Confeffion of Faith. 
^(i/yy Againft the tyrant upon jhe throne of Britain and ^ 
Ireland, for his tyranny,, oppreftien and bloodfhed, and 
for overturning the. laws, both civil and ecclefiaftic, and^ 
not making the law his rule to be ruled by, but he rul- 
ing the law, and not .the law him ; which is not accord* 
ing to the word of God, as it is in 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. He 
ihat ruleth overmen muft be juft, ruling in the fear of 
God, &c. Even againft that tyrant, aiid all the uphold- 
ers, aiders, afllfters and maintainers of him. O what ' 
will become of this generation for their apoftafy and 
departing away from God T 4/^, Againft the oath of 
fupcemacy, for the felting up of perfons as fupreme, and 
foUowii^ aad makiug them th^ir rulei.and not takings 
Y3 , th»: 
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the word of God to be their rulfe. sihly^ Againft that 
l>ond taken in the Gray.frwTs kirk yard, although there 
he iijany^tliat denied it, until that the Lord in his own 
due time made it appear, when the trial came to a greater 
length 5 for he has faid in his word, ^that therejs nothing 
done ro fecret, but he will have it roanifefted in the light. 
(My^ Againft the bond called the bond of regula- 
tion,, for their binding to walk according to the wol of 
men, and not according to the will of God. Siarely it 
is not according to the practice of the apoftles, Ads iv. 
19. But Peter and John anfwered and faid unto them. 
Whether it be right in the fight of God, to hearken tin- 
to you more than onto God, judge ye. 7//»/p, Againft 
the bond prcffed by the Highland hoft in the Weft .coun- 
try. O what may be faid of this generation r It may be 
faid,^ Ye have gone away backward from my ordinances, 
and yc have forfakcn me the living God, and have hew- 
ed you out broken ciftcms that can I'.old no water, ^ib/y, ' 
Againft that land-ruining and foul dcftroyiftg thing call- 
ed the te(J. ^thfyy Againft all coming out of prifon u- 
pon- bond and caution ; whatever men may fay of it, it 
is a complying wi^ thi? avowed enemies, and a binding 
themfUves to be the prifonersof men, and not tfeeprifo- 
ners^ of Jefus Chrift. 1 othfy^ Againft all compearing at 
courts and paying of fines ; for it implies, that we have 
done a fault againft them, and'alfo it' approves of thefe 
as jnft judges, that are impofing thefe. things ; hot yc 
may fee what they are; for tiere is no fober man wiD 
get leave to plead an adion there.r And can thefe be 
called judges, and owned as judges, who are gralTators 
and land-judgments ?• i i/A/^, -Againil all cefs and locali- 
ty, Vhich is impofed for the down bearm^ of the gofpel, 
and for maintaining bloody and avowed o^emies to ba- 
ni(h Chri()i and his gofpel out of the land, and to hunt, 
plunder, rob, fpoil and perfecute the poor people of 
Grod ; for in the very tiaVrative of the aft, it is fct down 
for that endr an^ declared to the world j fee what is faid 
■ againft it, Ifa. Ixv. 11. But ye are they that forfake the 
Lord, that forget my holy mquntatDj that prepare a 
table for tliat troop, and that fiimiih thfe drink-offering 
unto that number. Therefore I will number you to the 
iyrordy &:c. i2thfyy Againft hearing of curate$,.becaufe 
they' are wolves and boars tbruft iri upon the. Lord's peo- 
ple to^ill and deftrey ; and againft thu indiilgefi«e firft 
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and lad : and agalnft the hearing of-diem, and joining 
with them, or pleading for them ; becauii: thty arc not 
entered in by the righl doer, and teach for dodrines the' 
commandments of men $ therefore they are in fo far not 
the roinifters of Jelus Chrift, hilt the minifters of men, 
as it is faid» John x. i. Verily verily I fay unto you, he 
that entereth not by the door imo the fhecpfold, but 
climbeth up fome other way, the iatne is a thief t>r a rob- 
ben And againll all miniilers and profefTors^ who are 
now lying at eafe, when Zion is in trouble, jind are fhift- 
ing their duty for fear of hazard, and are ihelterrng them- 
feWes under the (hadow of thefe avowed enemies, pleati- 
ing in their favours, and have broken the poor people of 
Cjod, and reijtthe bowels of the church ; and efpccially 
thefe who appeared once in the fields, to hold up a ban- 
ner for oiir lovely Lord and Mafter Jefus Chrilt, 1 Ihall 
be a witncfs againft them if repentance pi event it not. 

Now, ye that aie the poor wrcfUing remnant, weary 
not of the crofs of Chrift, for, he is a good Mafter, and 
he fends non^ a warfare on their own charges, iof lie 
will own themjn. all that. he cawes out for them, O 
double your diligence, and give hilxi.no rell till he come 
back again. As in Ifa« Ixii. T^-And give him no reft 
till he eftablilli, and till he mkke Jerufalem a praife in 
. the earth. O what will come of poor Scotland for the 
horrid iniquities and. abominations, perjury and blood*. 
{hedf and covenant-breaking ? O Scotland's punifliitient 
will be fad ; but my eyes ^all be doled, and I (hall not 
fee it, and I am well content, feeing 1 get my foul for 
a prey. Now I am afrdlid God will not know many of 
this genersuion that have gone fiith a dreadful length in 
defeaion and badcfliding. But O what (hall I fay ! I 
lei|ve it to himfelf to do as he may moA glorify himfelf^ 
in preferving a feed and remnant to ferve him. Mow I 
die in the faitb ef it» that he has a feed whom he wi^l 
hiive~prefcrvcd when he fends forth inftruments with . 
{laughter weapons^ that he. has a party that he will fet 
a mark on> as it is faid, £zek. ix. 4. And the Lprd fatd 
unto him. Go through the midft of the city, through the 
m^dft of Jeruiajem, and fet a mark on the foreheads of 
tlie men that figh and cry for all the abominations that 
be done in the midft thereof. Now I fay, weary not of 
the crofs of Chrift, altWugh ye fhould fuffer perfecutipn^ . 
for he faa« fiddt lathe world y^frallhave tribuktion^ 
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but in me ye fhall hare peace* And O bm • he taketb 
' cxaft. notice what is done ta his people.. Obad. vcr. ijr 
Thoti fhonldft not have entered into the gate of my pco: 
pie in the day of their eatamity ; yea, diou Ihouldft not 
have looked on their affiidtion. in the day of calamity ; 
nor have laid hands oni^eir Aibftatice in die day of their 
calamity. O but that^e a fweet word, a Tim.ii. 12. It 
ts a fai^ful faying, for if we be dead with him, we (hall 
Silfo live with hipnP: If we fuffer, we fliall alfo reign widr 
him : If we deny him, he will alfo deny us. O Sirs !. 
lofe not heaven for Mammon, and your own fonls for 
vfliat ye can fuffer here. It is true, none can merit 
heaven by their fufferings, but it^^isas true' that he has 
faid. He that will not forfake all, and take up his crofs 
and fblUw me, he cannot be my difciple. Now I know. 
there will many brand me with felf murder, becaufe I 
luive got many an offer to go to Carolina upon fuch eafy. 
terms. But as to that I anfwer, fclf^prcfervation muft 
ftoop to truth's prefervation. There are indeed many of 
this generation who pretend to keep their prdent eafe, 
and to be followers of Chrift ; but I, defy any,. if they 
be called to a public teftim6ny, but they (hall either lofo 
their prelbnt pofleflion, .or elfe that which is of more 
wofth, even their immortal fouls and everlafting falva^ 
tion* / 

•Now as to the head* of my indi^ment whereon they 
have fentenced me to die, \h6y are mainly theie. 1^1 
My approving of Dnmiclog and Bothwel, and being at 
Glafgow, to'be lawful and m defence of tbe gofpel, and 
in felf-defence, which botb* the law of God and nature 
allow. And zdly^ ¥qt adhering* to thenatSonal and io^ 
lemn league and covenant ; and they declared before my 
face,, that both th^ir king and council bad difowned the 
covenant, and bad taken that away by their aAs of par« 
liament ; and faid, that they were both- unjuft and un* 
lawfid : and fhall fuch be owned and adhered to, who 
have declared themfelves- againft^ l^^ng Chrift, and have 
broken his law$, and have feated themfelves in the room 
of Jefus Chrift, Which belongs to no mortal .man upon 
earth, and much lefs to him who is an uiurper and a 
tyrant, I mean Charles Stuart } And here I^ as a dying 
witnefs,' leave my teftimony agaiaft! that monftrous beaft^ 
for our Saviout calls Herod a fox, and fays, Go tell that 
iox/l woric UHby and to morrowi gad ^e third day I 
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fhall l)e perfe^«d. ^dly^ and mainl^y My fcntcncc wav 
That I difowncd their authoHtf : For fince they had re- 
je&ed the covenanty I was the more clear to difown them 
to be my judges or governors over the land ; and they 
alfertcd it realonable» becaufe I faid> noi^ of the people 
of God would iky otJierwife. And in plain terms and* 
direA words, I deny them to have any power to rule 
cither m civil or ecdcfiaftk matters. Alfo thefe avowed 
enemies who are thirfting for my bloody charged me, 
withrgojng up and down the country plundering and 
rourderingi and fo by their kw made liable to punifli* 
rawrt, even to the lofs of my life ; but I declare, who 
am within a little to appear before the righteous Jttdge> 
that I neirer inlefided to wrotig any man. And fo it is 
e^idoat they take away my Hfe upon the account of ad« 
herit^ 4e truths and I blefs the Lord that ever he gave 
me a life to lay dowA for hin^ and that ev«r he coated 
x»c wonhy to lay down my life for his pefrfecuted truth; 
matchlefs fr^e grace that is making choice of the like 
of tne, and poor weak things to confound theftrong, and 
the poor foolilh things to confound die wife. 

Now, there are three forts of foMc that I Irould fpcak 
a word to, the fir ft is, thefe that have begim in the way 
of the Lord, and feemihgly have, gone a good length, 
and. when th« ftorm cf pcrfccution arofe, for fear of the 
rough fca of trouble, have drawn back. O mind that 
^ord in Heb. x. 3S. " But if any man draw back,L i*iy 
foul ihall have no pleafuTe in him." And- Rom. vili. 
35' " Who Ihall feparate us from the love of Chrift ? 
Ihall tribulation, or diftrefs, .or perfecution, or famine, 
or nakcdnefs, or peril, or fword," &c. And many 
^ore places of Scripture. A fecond fort are tliefe who 
are going on in rebellion againft God openly and avow- 
fcly ; as ye may fee in Pfalr^ ii. " Why do the hea* 
then rage, and tlie people -imagine a vain thing ? he that 
futeth ill heaven fliall laugh, the Lord fliall have them 
in derifion, then (hall he ipeak to them in his wrath and 
v'<:x them in his^fore dilplcafure." O poor Scotland,' 
tliat Was once married away to the Lord) and now has 
provoked him to" depaft aini 1 .ave it, and give a bill of 
ciivorceyricnt, as it were I O Scotland has finned dread- 
fully, i^hat by covenant- breaking, bloodshed, lying and 
fvrearing. • Now a third fort are thefe who defire to keep . 
their garments clean, and undeiiled, with the abound- 
ing 
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ing fins of this generation. Go on nn the way of t}ie 
Lord, and fear not vhat man can do, for he has faid, 
fear not them that kill the body, and after that can do 
np more; bnt fear him who after he hath killed the 
body, hath po^er to caft into hefl, Sec. I can fet to my 
feal to it, that Chrift is a good mafter, and well wordiy 
the fuffering for. And now 1 can freely and heartily 
foigive all men what they have done to me, as I defire 
. to be forgiven of my father who is in heaven ; but what 
they have done agadnfl a holy God, and his image in 
me,' that is not mine to forgive them, bnt I leave that 
to him to difpof^ on as he ftes fit, and as he may molt 
glorify himfelf. Now t am to take my leave of all 
created comforts here \ and I bid farewel xxy the fweet 
Scriptures ; farewel reading and praying \ Siirewel fin- 
ning and fuffering; farewel fighing, and forrowing, 
mourning, and weeping ; andfarei«el aul Chrtftian friends, 
and relations ; farewel brethren and iifters, and all thfaigs 
in time. And welcome Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft ; 
welcome heaven and everlafting joy and praife, axKi in- 
numerable company of angels and fpirits of juft men 
made perfe^. Now into thy hands I commit my fpirit, 
for It is thine. 

Site ft^finbUwr. 
^ ^ • JAMES NISBET. 

This Martyr was fo inhumanly treated, and conftant- 
ly watched, that ir was with much di6kulty he got any 
thing written, and that only now a line and then a line, 
and hence fome few repetitions which were in^tKe manu- 
fcript were left out, which is hoped- will be liable to no 
mifinterpretation. 

The laft Teftimony of ^u(/5«r Talety Taylor nn Hamil- 
ton, who fuffered in the Grafs- market of Edinburgh, 
Aug. I. 1684. 

BEING appointed to- die in the Grafs-market, I 
thought it was a duty lying upon my confciencc 
before the Lofd, to leave this fhort word of teftimony 
behind me, in teftification of my clofe adherence to all 
thefe controverted truths, a^ they are all agreeable and 
conform to the written word of God. Aiid now I dcfirc 
to blcfs his name with my whole heart and foul for this, 

that 

^ Digitized by ^OOQ If 



if Arthur Tatet, 263 

tliat ever he made choice of] the like of trie, fuch a poor, 
"weak, fecklefs,. miignificant thing as I ain» in counting 
xne. worthy to fuffer for his noble caufe and controverted 
truths, his naxne| int^reil and covens^t, now controvert- 
ed and brought in debate by this God-daring* Chrid-de- 
throning* and God-contemning* adulterous and bloody- 
generation* wherein my lot is fallen. And this I can 
i^Yf that through bis grace* I am well fatisfied and hear- 
tily content with my* lot* that God in his infinite wifdom 
h^ feen fit to carve but unto me ; and through his grace 
1 am well helped, to ereat quietnefs* calmnefs and fere- 
nity of mind before the Lord* and a holy fubmlffion to 
what is his will xowarda me in this ; that if every hair of 
my head* and every drop of my blood were a life* 1 
would willingly lay them down for my lovely Lord and 
mafter Jefus.Chrift. Some will poilibly fay> that this is 
an untruth* and for cannot be believed by them* notwith- 
(brading of all thisk But whether it be believed or not, 
it is true : For 1 am not dying by conftraint and un- 
wiUinghefs ; for this I daxe fay in his fight, (my con- 
fcience bearing me'witnefs)* that I am a tboufand times 
more willing to die this day for my lovely Lord and 
xnader's noble caiife* and controverted trujhs* than ever 
I was to live : And the truths of God that are fo much 
controverted* are become more precious and clearer un- - 
to me at death*^ than ever they were heretofore in my 
life ; as David fays, Pfal xxiii. 4. « Though I walk 
through the valley and fhadow of death* I will fear no 
<vil ; for thou art with me, thy rod and thy ftaiF they 
comfort me." • This I have been made really fenfible of 
by my etperience in all that I have met with, that the 
crofs of Chrift has been all paved over with love, that it 
has been made to become like unto a bed of rofes unto 
me ; and all that ever I have met with, , firft and lafty 
has. been made fweet and eafy unto me, and no trouble 
in the lead ; and that he has been a loving and a kind 
Lord unto me* and he has been as good as his word* ^ 
This I can fay to his commendation** and to the com- * 
mendation of the crofs of Chrift* that he has borne sd- 
ways the heavy end of the crofs himfclf* that to me it 
was no trouble jn the leaft. Q praife, praiie to the rich- 
es of hifi free grace* for his matchkfs and unezpreflible 
love that I have met with fince I wa* brought to prifon^ 
■and when I wasi foreft put at, and threatened wtth tor* 
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tare by thefQ cruel and bloody tyrants, die more of his 
love and klndnefs I did meet with. This I have been 
made really feofible of, when I was hard eft dealt ^ith, 
as David fays, PfaL xxviii. 6. ** Blefied be the Lord, be* 
~ caufe he hath heard the Voice of my fupplications. Ver. 
7, 'The Lord is -my ftrength and my fliield ; my heart 
trufted in him, and- 1 am hel|>ed ; therefore my heart 
greatly rejoiccth :*' For I have been: well helped and" 
owned' of the Lord, and that in a very fingular manner, 
that his prefetice has made my foul to fmg and r^oice, 
through the greatefl: difBculties and trials that ever I was 
tryfted with : And this is a fweet promife and noble cn- 
eouragement for me, in lia. xli. 10. '♦ Fear thou not, 
for I ani with diee ; be not dtimayed, for I am thy God: 
I will ftrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will 
uphold thee with xht right hand of my righttoufbcfs. 
Ve/. 1 1. Behold, all they that are incenfed agalnft thee, 
ihall be afhamed, and confounded : They Siall be as 
-nothing, and they that ftrive with thee fliaU perifh. Ver. 

12. Thou (halt feck, them, and (halt not find them, even 
. them that contend with the^ And they that war againil 

thee (hall be as nothing, ai^d as- a thing of nought. Ver. 

13. For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, 
faying unto diee, fear not, I will help thee," Which has 
been well made out unto me in all things that I have 
met with. For fmce I was brought to prifon, I have 
been well helped of tjie Lord, that the fear of heD, death 
and the grave, and the fear of all things is talcen away 
fully from, me, that I ani not afraid to ventuie upon a 
gibbet for my lovely Lord and mailer's noble caufe, and 
for his controverted truths; And this I aisi really per- 
fuadedof, that the truths of God-were never fo much 
controverted as now. But I am furc of it, that the 
truths of God, when they arc moft controverted, ongflt 
to be moft zealoufly owned by his people; I may well 
acquiefce and aflent unto Pikl. Ixxiii. 23, 24, a$. ** Ne- 
▼erthelefs I am contmually with thee : Thou haH hold- 
en me by my right hand. Thou ihalt guide me with 
thy cbunfel, and afterward receive me to glory* Whom 
have I in heaven but thee I And there U nMie opoa 
earth that I dcfh-e befides the«.'» This I dare fiiy* ^ >» 
his fight, (my confcience bearing me witn^efs-), that there 
is nothing in heaven or in eaith fo defirable unto my 
foul at precious Cbrift: lor I am co&fidcat and per^ 
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fuadedi that^hts is his larignage to me. Arlfe and de« 
part for this is not your reft, bccaufe it is polluted : As 
Paul fay Sy 2. Cor. v. i. " For we Tcnow, ' that if our^ 
earthly houfe of this tabernacle were diflplved, w€ have 
a building of God, an houfe not made with hands, &c. 
And as Paul fays, i Cor. xv. ^o. Now this I iay, breth- 
ren, that flefti and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God ; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption." I 
can clearly fay by experience, that through Jefus Chriftr 
■whom '1 defire to take for my king, prieft, and prophet, 
and my only Lord and law-giver, I have been made 
more than a conqueror over death, hell and the grave, 
and all things in tliis life. 

Now, to come to fhew you the only head that my fen- 
tence of death is founded upon by men, it is mainly for 
being in arms at'Bothwel j which was merely in defenco 
of ourfelves, and in defence of the gofpel preached, aijd 
ftanding to the defence of the covenant of God, whicl^ 
the whole of the land was folemnly fworn and engaged 
to, with hands lifted up to the moft high God, and fo 
bound to ftand to the defence thereof : for which I am, 
unjuftly fentenced to death by men, of which fentence I 
am not afhamed this day, but counts it my only glory, 
honoyr and dignity, whilft he paffed by ftich tall cedars 
which is ^ar' matter of wonder &nd admiration to me. 
But as he has faid ih his word, in nothing be ye terrified 
by your adverfaries, which is to them an- evident token 
of perdition ; but to you of falvation and that of God ; 
for it is not only given you to believe, but alfo to fuflFer 
for his fake : fo fuflFering is a gift not given to every one ;^ 
and I defire to blefs bis name, with my whole heart and 
foul, that he has counted fuch a poor thing as I am Wor^ 
thy of the gift of fuffering, " 

Now, this is to let you all know, worthy and dear 
Chriftian friends, that; are defiring to keep the wary of 
the Lord, that there was not one word of all they inter- 
rogate me upon, in the fentence of death that thefe 
bloody tyrants paft againft me, but only for being in. 
arms at Bothwel-bridge. And let none think that I am 
fentenced to death upon that head, that I was fo Cruelly- 
threatened with torture by thefe bloody tyrants for, which 
was, for being at the black-loch, and becaufe I would 
not declare who'^was the minifter, and what perfons I 
knew* And though men have, by a permiflive and li- 
Z mit^d 
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lAited power, pa^ed a fcntetice of death agamft me, to' 
take away my natural life, this I know and am perfuad- 
ed of, that there is a Judge, above, who has pafled a 
fentcnce of life iri heaven unto tny foul this day, which 
ftall never be recalled xst reverfed again, which is my 
€nly encouragement : and this he has promrifed to as 

inany as believe in htm, to give them eterlafting life : 
Thefe that fiifPer y^ith him*, Ihall reign with him ; and 
dhefe that be dead with Jiim, ihall live with him alfo ; 
As Paul fay^, in Rom. x. 9. •* If thou ftialt ctndds 
with thy mouth the Lord Jfefus, and (halt believe id 
thine heatt, that God hath raifed him from the dead, 
thou Ihak be faved. Ven lo. For with the heart man 
"belie veth unto righteoufnef^/ and with the mouth con- 
fcffion is made unto falvation,'* For the 'Scripture faitby 
*« Whofpcver believcth in him flis^il not b« aftamed ;" 
which is my^only comfort, and a noWe fweet ericouragc- 
ment for me. And this he hath promifed in his word,'* 
that he (hall feed his flock like a fbcpherd, he (hall ga- 
fiier the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his boibro, 
and fliall gently lead thefe that are with young. I have 
found by my experience, that the Lord my God has 
iweetly and gently led me through the greateft difficnl- 
ti'es that I have been tryfted with fmce he made choice 

^©f me to fiiifcr for his noble caufe, O if ye knew what 
of his love. I have met with, and what fweet ingredients 
of the Lord's matcblefs love ha» been intermixed and 

' put in my cup, ye would not be afraid to venture upon 
the fweet crofs of Chrift, i^iiich has been made fw^eet 
and eafy unto me. 

Tlie'lad Speech jind Tcfthnony of T'^owkw Rohertfin^ who 
lived at Newcaffle, and was put in prifon there, for 
rcfufirg the oath of allegiance, and having made his 

. ^fcape thence to Edbburgh, was taken at a public 
fearch there, Nov. 29. 1684, and fuffered at the pal- 
lowlee, the 9th, day of Dec. thereafter. 

NOW, dear friends, time feems to me to be, but 
fliort ; O now welcome long eternity. It isi and 
has been the but of my defire this confiderable time, to 
eye God's glory ; and I preferred it to my own foul's 
falvation: yet when I heard* my indidlment, it had a 
ftrange ^edupon mej and although death hath fbme- 
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times been my defire for tke caufe of Chrift, yet It feezn* 
ed not a little terrible unto me, and that for die fpace of 
fix or feven hours ; Co chat fometimes it had fuch a pro-^ 
vakacy, that I was afraid I fhould • have turned back ; 
and I was fo pat to it» that I had nothing to hold by 
bat fonner purpofes and determinations : and from the 
coofideration of Chrifl's faiihfulaefsy I grappled lllce a 
man more than half drowned.. At laft I, got^old, a . 
fmall bold Qf him, whom I could not fee ; and that 
fmall grip which I got, thi^ough his mercy, I kept till -I 
got more : fo that ;iow he has dlfcover^d himfelf uato^ 
me, and he was pleafed to (lay, and make with me a 
n^ew contrail ; ib that now through, his grace, 1 am rc- 
folred not to let him go, let the oofi be what it will. 
Kow, my friends, I fay not this for the dtfcouragement 
of any that is beginning to follow Chrift, or any that is 
already begun ; only I do it as a warning. I would 
fain have poor things to makefure work, ax^d to get fare 
liold of him : for although ht feen^ to coyer hiinfelf, 
and that when poor things think they ftand in moft need, 
yet he vrill return unto them in his own appointed time, 
and that for the sreater advanliage of them that are th^s 
tt7fl;ed. O for hearts to love him ! It liath b^^n my 
great trouble, . th;it I could never loye him mvich, nor 
iall upon the. right way of worfhipping htm. O to have 
zny foul ibandly knit to him 1 O for ftreagth ! O for 
ftrengtk to be carried ftraight and cleanly through, fo 
that I may loofe neither hair iior hoof of the truths of 
Chrift ! In fo far as I am able to underftand,^ it hath 
been .iny great care alway« to know what was fm, and 
what was duty ; I think 1 jiave not been out of my duty 
in fo doing :,^and I think it is the duty of all perfon^ to 
be concerned in that matter ; ft>r how can perfons know, 
how to avoid the one, and cleave to the other, except 
they diftinguifh betwixt the two. Now, I ihall fay no 
mgre to that, but only, O that folk would make it* a 
great part of their work, to dlftinguiilk betwixt the two. 
Now, 1^, I adhere to the covenant of redemption be* 
twixt the Father and the Son, before the foundation of 
the world, for redemption of poor things, that he has 
choien oac of ihe world* O for love to him ! O for love 
to him ! O now to be with him ! that I may experience 
the benefit of that covenant which coft him his precious 
blood ! And now feeing he is calling mc to give a tefti- 
Z 2 mony,. 
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mony,^ 1 thmky if every hair of my head were a matii it 
is all too little to lay down for him. O for loye to this 
non-fuch Jefns Chrift. zdly^ I adhere and leave my tef> 
tixnony to the word of God, the fcriptarcs of the Old 
and New Teftaments, by which I muft be judged ; for 
if we take any oiher way, we will be fnre to go wrong ; 
for the Spirit of God witncflet^ with our fpiritSr that the 
word of God is- the only lulc, by which we ought to 
walk. %d/y^ I leave my teftimony to the work of refor- 
mation once glorious in our land ; although alas 1 now 
defaced, and the hedge and govemmentofChrift's houfc 
broken down, and the kingly office of Chri^ ufnrpediby 
a citiet and blood thir&y roan, to whom I conld wifhre- 
pentance, if it were the will of God ; and to all that aP 
fociate and join with him : but alas ! I think it is hid 
from their eyes. Now, I leave my te^imony to the na- 
tional and folemn leagne and covenanti Confeffion of 
Faith, larger and fliorter Catechlfmsi fum of faving know- 
ledge ; and the feveral part? of reformation to this day 
of my death. Alfo, I leave my teftimony to all the 
faithful ambafladors, and fcnt fervants of Jefiis Chrifti 
and to the preached gofpel itfelf ; to Mr Donald Cargil, 
that worthy fervant of Jcfus Chrift, who^ kept up the 
ftandard and banner of Jcfus Chrift, when the reft fled 
■from- him atid the Lord's ftasdard.^ Alfo, 1 leave mj 
teftimony to Mr James Renwick, as a faithful and law- 
fully ordained and called fervant of Jefus Chrift. And 
I leave my teftimony to all the teftlmonies of the faith- 
ful martyrs and witnefles of Jefus Chrift, that have laid 
down their lives for the cauft of Chrift, and are banifhed 
to foreign lands for the name of Chrift, and his noble 
caufe. And alfo, I difown, drfclaim and witnefs againft 
all this civil and adulterous generation, a generation of 
revolters, backfliders and evil doers, Hhat will meet with 
fcvere punifhment, great wrath and judgments, and c- 
temal death befides, except they repent. And now m a 
fpecial manner, being convinced of my fin and folly in 
' adhering to prelacy, and fpending the moft part of my 
time in hearing of curatfes, ^nd thereby approving of 
them and their corruptions, and corrupt doilrines, not- 
'writhftanding that 1 came always away from hearij^ them» 
with "more hardnefs of heart, than when I went to bear 
them : but at laft I began to confider that matters were 
aot right with'me in this^ eafe, and hearing that there 

• , was 
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was a people in the place that were hearers of pr«{byte- 
rian xninKiersy hut not heing acquainted with them, I 
knew no* what to do to be acquainted : however, 1 pre- 
famed to tell my cafe lo onp of them, who took me to 
the place where I heard a^prefbyterian minifter prciich ; 
which left a conviction upon my confcirfiice of my former 
courfes, and that I was out of ihe way of the Lord for 
iUlvAtion and eternal life : after which tiipe I went no 
more back to follow them, that are in, dire^ oppoAtion 
to the way of the Lord, our covenants and work of re- 
formation ; and by deg^Qc^.came to fee clearly, that the 
miniiU rs that were moil even-down for God, and agatnft 
the df feStous and abominations of the time, and this a- 
dulteroos generation, wetepidy they that the Lord honojir- 
ed with the revealing; of bis fecrets to, and his mind con- 
ceamiag the duties of the day : as Mr Donald Cargil, and 
tbefe mat jftit faithful to the death, and feahd the caufe 
with ^eir blood. ^And Q ! how did J love and long to 
be a witnefs for him, bgth againft my own former ways,, 
and tUe ways of that abominable prelacy,, which now I. 
hate i and to get leave to lay down my life for Cbrift. 
\siQd bis precious trutha ! And now he has granted itie 
jmy hearts defire, and I feal this with: my bloody that 
itbis is th« way of Grod, and his truth, which I now lay 
down my life for* Not having time, I/faaU fay no more^. 
but leaves my wife to the good guiding of the Lord, and. 
commends him and his way for (her to follow, and my 
love to her^ and all ray dear friends in Ncwcaftle. Fare- 
well farewel in our blefled Lord Jefift$. And welcome , 
JLord Jfeftl§,^ for whom I fuffer, and wiiofe love I long 
to have in poffeflSon ; welcome heaven and holy angels* 
and the fpirits of juft men made perfe^, through the 
blood of the Lamb ;, welcome Father, Son, aAd Holy 
GJioft,, into whofcL hands L commit myfpirit.. 

Sic/uhfcrihiiiirf 

THOMAS ROBERTSOU^ 
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The Tcftlmony of Janus Nicci merchant, burgefs of Pee- 
bles, who fufiPered at the Grafs-market of Edinburgh, 
Aug. 27. 1684. 

Hi$ Interrogations before the privy-counfel, Aug. 18. 

FIRST, I was interrogate by two in "a room privately 
. thus, J^ Was you at Bothwel-bridge ? -)^. 1 am 
not bound to be my own accufer. I sUn not (iaid one 
of them) to defire you^ but only fay, upon your honeft 
tirord, that you were not there. >^. I am not bound to 
fatisfy you, but prove what you have to fay agaisft me, 
. and cfpecially you, till I come before my accufers. Well, 
faid he, I am one of them. Then I anfwered, I was 
there, J^. How came you to rife in arms againft the 
king ? j4, Becaufe he has broken the covenant of the 
Lord my God. J^ Was the prelate's death murder? 
jf. No, it was not murder. J^ Was Hackftoun's death 
murder ? j1. That it was indeed. ^ How dare you own 
the covenant,- feeing the king gave orders to bum it by 
the hand of th^ hangman ? ^. Yes I dare own it j for 
although ye fhould efcape the hand of men for fo doing, 
yet ye fhall all pay for it ere all be done, and that to 
purpofe : as for me I would not do it for the whole 
earth. Then I was interrogate by other two^ who afked 
fome frivolous queftions, which I baffled to filence. Then 
I was brought in before the bloody crew. What now, 
Sir, faid they, do you own the king's authority ? y/. I 
own, all things that the precious word of iSod owns in 
Icfs or more, and all faithful magiftrates: J^ But do 
you not own King Xllharles alfp } A. I dare .not for a 
world, becaufe it is perjury, for he has unkinged himfclf 
in a high degree, / and that in. doing all things contrary 
to the word of God, and Confe($on of Faith, and Catc- 
chifms larger and fhortcr. ^ Kuoy^ ye to whom ye are 
fpeaking ? A, I know I am before men. But (faid one 
of them) ye arc fpeaking to the chancellor and members 
of council. Sir. But faid I ; I have told you alre^y 
that he has unkinged himfelf, and fo have ye degraded 
yourfelves from being princes. ^ If the king were here, 
yhat would you Jay, Sir ? yf . I know how I oueht to 
fpeak to the king, if ke wtre king ; Sir, is ordinarily faid 
to him : and fo to let you Vnoyr that I am no' Quaker, or 
erroneous in any thing, but a pure Prefbytcrian, and of 

a 
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A ' . , 

a gofpel apoftolic fpirit, I call you, Sirs, becaufe ye are 

noblemen by birth, but not becaufe ye are my judges. 

J^ Will ye not fay, God blefs the king's raa^efty \ 2* I 

dare not blefs them whom God hath rejeded ; If any 

man brin^ another do<ftrine than ye have received, bid 

him not 6od-fpeed, nor receive him into your houfe, a 

John 10. and Pfal. xvi. near the beginning, fays David, 

Their drink-offerings will 1 not offer, nor take up their 

names in my lips, viz. them that haften after other Gods, 

andtherefore I dare not pray for him. J^ And ^411 ye not 

pray for him ? A. If he belongs to the eledion of grace, 

he hath a part of my prayers : And alfo if he wert a 

king that had keeped covenant with God I would give 

him a double fhare, and make mention of his name, but 

he is an apoftate. (So, my friends, they looked f^ill 

one to- another at every queftion and anfwer). ^ How 

old are you, Sir ? A. I am fifty one years. ^ How dare 

you own the covenants, feeing we have burnt them by 

the hand of the hai^gmaa ? A, Sir, I dare own them u- 

pon all perils whatfoever, to the utmoft of my power, all 

the d^ys of mj life. And with that they fmiled, and 

laughed one to another, and to me, and faid, my days 

were near ^n end. I faid, I am now in your power, but 

if ye take my bloody ye ihall take innocent blood upon 

- yourfelves ; as in Jer. xxvi. 14, 15. As for me, behold^ 

I am in your hand ; -do with me as feemeth good and' 

meet untoyou. But know ye for certain, that if ye put 

me to death, ye fhall furely bring innocenit blood upon 

yourfelves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants 

thereof. And as for me, if ye take -my blood, it is as 

innocent blood as ever ye did take ; for I did never 

wrong any man to this day. J^ Do you go to the 

church I A, I went ay to the church, where I could get 

any faithful minifter to- go to : but for your prelate's 

kirks, and Baal's prieffs, I 'never heard any of them, 

nor never intends to do, if I were to live an hHindred 

years. But, faid they, ye (hall not live loiig now. Sir. 

^ How do ye prove by the Scripture what ye iiy a- 

gainll the prelates? A* By many Scriptures ; The kings 

of the Gentiles ezercife lordihip over them, and they that 

exerctfe authority upon them, are called benefadlors ; but 

it (hall not be fo among you ; but he that is greateft a-- 

mong yon, (hall be the fetvants of all : not like your 

glatcen, Epicureani bcUj-god ptelatesi who are rUing* 
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in coaches, in great {.dmp. But they would not fuffep 
me to /peak mpre, nor cite more places, but'aiked feve* 
ral queftions, which 1 have not a good memory of: on* 
ly this word -I laid, conceniing the tyrant* He was 
brought home by Mr Livingfton and others, and put in 
a (lobler eftate than any king in the whole world, crown- 
ed a covenanted king with the eternal God, to be for 
him, and to carry on his work and caofe, he and all the 
people ; which if he bad continued in, he would have 
been the gfeateft king in all lands and nattoBS in the 
world, at)d would have been a terror to all the kings in 
Europe I but now he hath made hinof^^lf bafe, and a re* 
^roach to all the nations, fo have all of you. And a- 
nother^reafon why I dare not o^m biin, or you either, is, 
becaufe he and ydu have robbed ChriCl of his crown, al- 
ijiough it be not in your power to do it. They bade 
lake me away to the iron-houie, and put on die irons on 
me» which they did on both my hands, that I could write 
none that day, .till I got a mean to put them off the one 
band. ' 

Tl^en on Ti^day they called me befove them again, 
be'^g the 19th day of this inftant* J^ Wh^lt fay ye the 
day, do ye adhere to all yo« (aid yefterday ? ^. I ad« 
kere to aU and hail upon aJl perils whatfomever. $. Vo 
^on approve of Bothwcl bridge h A. Yes I do. ^ l>o 
you go to the kirk at Peebles I A. No, nor never intends 
to go there,' nor ao place eUe which peruins to the per-^ 
jjured prelates. St» Do yon own the coveaants ? >f • I ^ 
adhere to every point of them, betfeiufe they are, infliort, 
an obligaiionit^ the Vrhcle fum of the fcripture, as the 
Aim of the law is, *f to love the Lord ovpr God with all 
euc foul, and heart, and mhid, and with our whole 
ftr^Dgth, and our neighbour as ooiriiblves." So it is the 
whole d^ty, which the Lord requires of me and all men. 
Jg. And hoif do you rejod the king, feemg die ficriptare 
commands you to ol>ey him ? A. fieeauTe the cozoaatioa 
fermon, asd the coronation Itfelf, does openly detlare 
that the people m^es a kisg, and not the king a people,, 
and that he wa$ received home, and crovmc^ for no o- 
^r thing or end, but to maintain that tatereft to the ut- 
moft of hk power; a&dno bmger to he owaed as king,, 
than he did own that wherefore he was crowned, fi> that 
we vrexe fredy looted from him, as foon as he plaid bis 
Me psaaks^ la taking th^s m^ligi^t^ by the hand, and 
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murdermg a prince and a prophet, viz. Argyle, who fet 
the crown upon his head, and Mr Guthrie, who was a 
godly reformer in our land. Next I faid, what thought 
they of Mr Douglas, who preached and gave him all his 
injundtitjns at Scoon? They faid to me, he ihould have 
heen hanged for his pains ; btit 1 faid, God would be a^ 
bout with them all for rejeding the word of the Lord in 
thefe dire<ai6ns. Jg. Mow do ye difown him, feeing the 
mod part, both of minifters and profeffors do pray for 
hin) ^ A. Becaufe the general afle^bly at the weft-kirk 
difowned him altogether, till he made a declaration of 
humiliation for his own fins, and his father's ; and the 
parliament being then fitting at Edinburgh, did ratify 
the aflembly^s adt, and difowned him till he fbould do 
that, which ' accordingly he 4id, and fo we are loofed 
freely. J^ Do you own Airfmofs, Sanquhar, Ruther- 
glen, and Lanerk declarations j A* Yes I do, becaufe 
they are agreeable to the covenants, and work of refbr- 
' matioB And many more queflions they afked, which 
I cannot.'now particularly remember; . But I told them 
in general, that I was again ft popery, prelacy, mah'g- 
nancy, and profanity, and all that is againft found doc- 
trine, difcipline, worfhip, and government; and all er- 
rors whatfomever, which ai-e contrary to found prefby- 
terian doSrine, be what they will ; for the^e is none o- 
ther right, but erroneous, how fair a face fpever they 
have, wfiich fbairbe found not agreeable to the apoftle^s 
do<ftrine. And then they read fomething of what I had 
faid, and queftioned, if I would fubfcribe what I had 
faid. . I anfwered. No. J^ Can ye ^rite } A, Yes, I - 
can write. Then do it, faid they. But I faid, I would 
not do it at all. Now, my friends, I fay, thefe. are* 
part ftf my interrogations. 

Again, I was brought before the jufticiary (as they 
call themfelves) on tlie 19th of this /nftant, and interro- 
gate thus : ^ What now, Sir, what think you gf your- 
felfthe day \ A,\ praife my God I am tlie fame 1 was. 
^ What think you of what you faid ye ft erday before 
the chancellor "and the council i A, I hold all, and d*- ' 
cline nothing ; no, not one ace. J^ Were ye at Bodi- 
weUbridge ? A Yes, that I was. ^ Had ye arms ? A, 
• Yes, that I had. One of them faid, God help you ; and 
I faid, I wot not if ye can pray for yourfelf. But, faid " 
he, I wifli you better nor you do yourfelf. But I faid 
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no ; for ye would have me difown my givat Lord, the 
king of Zion, and obey men, yea, b^e men, whofc 
breath is lu their npftrils, who give out laws and com- 
mandments contrary to his. J^ How dare ye rife in 
arms againft the king ? ^.It is better to obey God than 
man, and he is an enemy to God. j^ Would you rife 
yet in arroTs for the covenants dgainft the king's laws, if 
ye had the occaffon I ji. Yes, that I would, fiiy the con- 
trary who will, upon all peril, J^ What think you of 
yotirfelf in fppiling the country of horfe and^ arms. Sir, 
y/. Sir, I had not the worth of a fpur whang of any 
man'si but wa^ mounted with borfe and arms of my 
own. jg. Where have you been ^11 this time } A. Some-r 
times here and (here, in England* and Scotbind. J^ 
Whom have ye converfed with I A. I was aboi^.my bq- 
finefs, being a merchant. They fald, ye have beaia- 
l^out another bufinefs, for ye ^rc fou^ to be a fugitive 
and a vagabond. A. I have been a merchant from my 
youth. Jg. But wl^ere had you ypur chamber in this 
. %^^\ A.\ had none thefe feveral years, j^s Where 
quarter you in this town? A. 1 have not been much in 
It thefe ieven of eight yeah. ^ But whece was you 
the night and t'he laft night before the execution ? A. I 
was/ not in town, I came t^utin at the port juft when the 
firft was caft over, Thtn they looked one to another, 
and whifpered together ; but they would fain have had 
me wronging my landlords in all the parts of the coun- 
try, and in all burghs ; but glory, to my Lord I have 
wronged none yet, nor yet hopes to do-, for it was ay 
my care, and prayer to Gpd earnetlly, that 1^ might 
wrong no man, and that I had rather fuflfer before any 
were wronged by me, which lie has keeped me fiom to 
this day. Then they read what I had faid. ^ Will 
you fubfcribe what you have faid ? A* Noj no. ^ Can 
you F"te, Sir? y/. Yes, thatl.caia. Well, faid they, 
write down tliat be can but will not i^ot. They told mc 
five or fix times, that my timf (hould not J>c long \ ?nJ 
faid to me, will you have a mrhifter ? A* I will have none 
of your Baal's priefts ; if I could have gotten leave, I 
ihould have made them abominable to them, and alfo at 
every queftion, I would have made them aihamed. 

After relating the occafion of his being apprthendc<l> 
which was thus : He having feen three of bis dear Chrif- 
tian brethren condemned before the judiciary, at ten in 

die 
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the forenoon, and g<»ng to the Weft-port to take horfe, ^ 
-was obliged to ftay ^ili l)is faddle was mended ; when he 
\eas ready to mount his horfe, he hears that the three 
men were bronght to the place of execution ; at two jrf"- 
ternoon he went thither, and feeing the barbarity of the 
enemies in murdering his dear brethren, inovcd with « 
ftrong «eal againft thefc murderers, cried out in the ftile 
of the prophet Amos, *• a cow of Bafhan has pufhed 
three men to death at one pjifti, contrary to their own 
bafe laws, in an inhnman way." He fubjoins, therefore 
ceafe to kill me with your reproaches, when I am dedd, 
as ye did whilte I was living ; for y^ laboured to kill and 
murder my' name this many a year, which 1 forgive you 
with ail my heart, and pray the Lord may forgive you, 
. (And having related how that upon the 2zd day qf Au- 
gnft, dne brought him hiff indidlment, withal telling him 
Uiat upon the 37th he would be fentenced, and go im« 
mediately from the bench to the fcaffold. He adds,y 
Now my dear friends, I think all that I have written i$ 
c^nfufed, becaufe I could hardly get leave to write two 
lines; but was either put from it by the keepers, or cal- 
led from it by one confiifion or other, therefore ye muft 
excufe me ; but, aldiough it be not accurately written, 
-yet there is no error In'it ; it is what I lay down my life * 
for, and adhere to as die teftimomy of a dying man, who 
muft very (hortly appear before my Lord, ajid give an 
account of all that 1 have done and written. However, 
my friends, miftake nie not, although it he confufed, 
and ye find fome things twice over, for there is no more . 
fear on me now, than the quieteft time that ever 1 had, 
as to what man can do to me, although I be fad as to* 
matters betwixt God and me, betwixt my glorious Lord " 
and me, jls good caulb I have, who knew it as I do ; 
but I hope, I ihall^ get a glorious outgate, wheu hi^ time 
comes, which I have alwa^ waited upon (and not mine) 
for which I blefs him this uay. 

What further this martyr wrote in prifon, cannot be 
publtfhed as it ftands, in regard that he being perpetually 
interrupted by the keepers, and having the irons on* his 
hands, (as himfelf teftifies), could nottet it written with 
that compofure which he would. Wherefore take fome 
ef the more remarkable heads of it, moftly in his own 
words, as folio Ws ; i)?. He declares his cheer fulnefs to lay 
down his life for the canift of Ch|ift> aitd faith once de* 
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livered to the faints. Admirihg the riches of the free 
graee of God, in Chrift's -laying down his life for poor 
finners, and blcfling them with fuch a noble, precious 
and exsellent bkffing, as to be calledsjthe fons of God, 
which the angels cannot take up, altho' they have been 
a long time prying into it ? and invite? othets to the fame 
exercife of admiring and praifing God's love, in making, 
thro' the blood of Chrift,- rebels and enemies^ friend&and 
fcrvants. idly^ He rejoices in his lot of fuffering thus ; 
O but it be an excellent thing to be called of the Lord, 
to lay down my life for him and his glorious intereft j 
to me it is more than all the world : I cannot prize it. 
It has been my defire thefe twenty-foU|- ^ years, to die a 
martyr for my Lord, and to witn,efs for him, if it be his 
will, and not elfe ; I blefs my Lord for it, I have fub- 
fdVibed a blank and put.it in his hand, to do with me, 
^ whatfoever is the determinate counfel of his will and 
decree, and not to call myfelf. ^dly. He bleffe? "God, 
that tho'^e would have gofhis life for doing what others, 
whom he'calls better than himfelf, have done ; yet the 
Lord had made it his glory, honour and crown, to hold 
faft till the Lord come, which he hoped would be quickly 
to himfelf, and alfo to the land. 4/%, ■ He teftifies his 
affurance of God's love to him, and his children, whom 
he heartily and cheerfully gives away to God, as he had 
oft devoted them to him in covenant ; he exhorts them 
in the words of a dying father. To. be for God, in their 
generation, to live in love and unity, leaving them to the 
protection and provifion of his God, charging ihcm not 
to be moved for his fufferings, which he protefts he 
would not exchange for the whole world. 5/^/yi He 
charges them all to beware of wronging themfelves by 
reproaching him anent the manner of his being appre- 
hended, (hewing what a hand of divine providence there 
was in it, and blcffing God for it, and for the fwect peace 
he haci in fuffering. Cithly^ He owns himfelf to have 
been the grcateft (inner upon the earth, and hence takes 
. occafion to magnify the redeeming love of Chrift, in 
calling him effedlually , and keeping him in the right way, 
and from the national (ins and corruptions' of the age. 
•jthly He refers to a lift of papers written by ))iin> declaim 
ative of his judgement concerning the -duty rf the day» 
as a reaion among otk?rs, why he wrote no fomaal tefti- 
inony in the ^rmxi, fave oxily that he teftiiies, Ftffi* 

Gcneiallyt 
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Generallfy a|;aiz^ all &ings contrary to any point of 
truth in the Old and New Teftament, or contradidory to 
the covenants and work of retbrmatibn ; and more par- 
ticularly^ againft the (inful filence of mtnifters in Britain 
and Ireland, at the command of a bloody, vile, adulter* 
ousy perjured tyrant, and his underlings; aga^ft the 
indulgences and indemnities; againft cosaponing and 
conforming either with a perjured tyrannical crew of 
(latefmen, or with bafe, vile, filthy Prelatifts, their blind 
guides, and Baal's priefts ; againft backilidden minifters 
and profeflbrs, (who condemned ^ poor young genera* 
tion for adhering to truth) for flaying Chrift in hu mem- 
bers, for pleafing men, and difpleafing '9l never enough 
exalted and glorious Lord, And finally* . difowns all 
that is contrary to a gofpel and apollolic ipirit. %Utly^ 
He proceeds to warn and exhort all ^rts of perfons, an4 
more efpecially the young generation to repentance and 
amendment of life, enforcing his exhortation with the 
confideration' of judgements, and ftrokes to come upon 
the land, upon which head he is exceed'mg large, found- 
ing his afTertions upon the threatenings pronounced in the 
w6rdagainil thefe fins, whereof he demonft rates Scotland, 
England, and Ireland to have been eminently guilty^ 
Interpofing withal fwect and.ravilhing coniideratrons of 
God's love to him, and his other fuffering witnefles^ 
which after large and pathetic ejaculations of praifes to 
God, for his redeeming love, prbtelling, that he expels 
falvation hot by any merit, but of free grace, faying, 
*• I have been beginning to pray and praife thefe thirty 
fix years, weakly as I could ; but yet I am juft to begin 
this night, both to praife and pray : . For I lay n© more 
(Irefs upon all that 1 have faida'nd done, believed and 
fufFered, nor on a ftraw, God is my witnefs ; fo that I 
rauft have falvation upon Wednei<iay at three or four of 
the clock, as freely as the thief on the crofV," He winds 
up, in imitation of David, with theie words, ** And what 
can poor filly James Nicol fay more ?" refuming ajain 
the confideration of God's wrath againft the land, to ftir 
up all ranks to repentance. 

After he had concluded his fpeech with the ufual fbr* 
mality of bidding farewel to his fufiering brethren, and 
all fublunary things, embracing and Welcoming the hea- 
venly joys, and eternal enjoyment of God, the Father, 
Son« and Holy Ghofty inro whqfe hands he commits his 
^ * A a " fpirit s 
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fpirit: He adds by way of poftfcript: ** Now dear 
friends* my teftimony being finiihe^, and I being near 
the borders of eternity* having forgot that which I fee a 
great neccffity to leave my tettiroony againft ; I think It 
a moft concerning and neccflary duty to leave my tefti- 
mony againll James Kuflel and Mr John Flint, becaufe 
James KufFeU and theie in fellowihip with him, have fe- 
parated themfelves from the perfecuted fuffering rem- 
nant of the chnrch of Scotland, and Mr John Flint has 
taken npon him, with their confent, to officiate the work 
cf a minifter, contrary (o the w^ord of G«d ; he has run, 
although not fent of God^ nor called, nor ordamed of 
lawful church members : And now, he and they have 
rifen 1^ in oppofitiOn to God, his caufe and perfecuted 
remnant in the church of Scotland, calling them all per- 
juxed, that are fuffering unto death, imprifonment and 
banifhmcnt for precious Chrift. And therefore, I as a 
dying witbefs for him, even my Lord Jefus, my <Hily ' 
Saviour, who converted me thirty-fix. years fince, and 
iia^ thefc twenty-four years helped me to pray to him, 
to epable me to witnefs againfl all error and defection, 
. and has keeped me right and ftraight to this day of my 
longed for defire, ^o leave my witnefs and teftimony a- 
^ainft Mr John Flint and James RuiTel, and all that ad- 
here to them.'* 

UPON the 5;th of March 1684, fuffered that worthy 
gentleman, Mr John Dick, fiudent of theology ; 
lyhofe elaborate and judicious teflimony had been here 
infert^ but that it has been lately publifhed in piii^t by it- 
lelf, and fp is in a great many pec^les hands already, 
and the reader may have rccouife to, the faid print for 
it ; which, upon perufal, he will find fecond to none, for 
a fteady 2eal and adberen'ce to the reformation, an or- 
derly method, pithy and pertinent defences againft the 
cavils of the adverfkries, and proper and nectary ad- 
vices to fellow-fufferers, abating only his adherence to 
Hamilton declaration, therein ne feems to differ from 

•the reft of the fufferers at that time*; and owning the 
die kine's authority, which yet he does in fuch a limited 
and reuri^cd fenfe, as thereby not x.6 own the wicked 

laws, and exercifeihereof ; though it is true the reftiic- 
tU»i6 and limitations, with which he declared his' own- 
^S ^^ ^^^ fu^b ^ did no ways agree to the tyrant, and 

■' ■ confequently 
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confequently it was a real, though not a formal denial 
thereoiF. Only in die iaid printed teftimony> there are 
feveral errors of the tranfcriber, <fc the prcfs, which the 
judicious reader will tot impute to the author. 

The jpint Teftimony ^f • Thomas Harknefs in Locherbane^ 
Andfe^ dark in .Leadhills, in Crawford panibi and. 
Samuel M^Euen in Glencairn pariih ; who were fen- 
tencedy and fuffered at Edinburgh, AuguH: 15. 1684* 

Dear friends and relations whatfoever, 

WE think it fit to acqu;nnt you, that we blefs the 
Lord, that crcr we were ord^ed to give fuch- 
a public teftimony, who are fo great (Inners. Blefled be 
he that ever we were bom to bear witnefs for him. And. 
blefTed be the Lord Jtfus Chrift, that ordained the gof- 
pel and the trutjis of it, which he fealed with hi? own- 
blood, and many a worthy Chrtftian gone before us have 
fealed them. We. were queftioned for not owning the* 
kine's authority : We anfwered,' That wc owned aJl 
authority that is allojvcd by the written word of G6d». 
fealed by Chrift's bldod. Now, our dear friends, we* 
entreat jrou to ftand to the truth, and efpecially aill ye 
that are our own relations, and all that love and wait 
for the coming of Chrlft. He-wiil come, and will not 
tarry, and reward every one according to their deeds ia 
the body. . . 

Wc blefs the Lord, we are not a whit difcouragedf* 
but content to lay dowii our life with cheerfulnefs, aM 
boldnefs, and courage ;' and if we had a hundred lives, 
we would willingly quit with them all for the truth 
df Chfift. Good news ! Chrift'is no worfe than hp pro- 
mifed. - ) • 

^ Now we. take our Icav^ of all friends and acquaintan-* 
cesj and declare, we are heartily content with 'our lot,^ 
and that he hath brought us hither to witnefs for him , 
and his truth. We leave our teftimony againft Popery, 
and all other falfe dodtrihe, that is not according to the 
Scriptures of the Old aud New Teftament, whidh is thjs 
only word of God. 

Dear friends, be valiant for Go<J, for be is as g^od 
as his promife^ he th^t overcomech, he will i^ake a pil- 
lar in his temple. Our time is ihort^ and we have 
little to fpare \ having got our fenjepce at one o£ the 
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A6A this «fterneon» and ar^ to die at five this day. 
And io wc lay no more ; but farewel all friends and re- 
!actonr« Welcome h&ven and Clxrift, and the crofs for 
Chria's fake* 

^T. HARKNESS, A. CLARK, S. M^EUEN. 

A letter ffoih Samuel M^Euen to a friend, after his £%n- 
tetice was pronounced* 

My dear friend» 

I AM this day*, to lay down my life, for adhering to 
tht truth of God, and I bleft his holy name that ev- 
er he honoured me, a poor countr]' lad, having neither 
ftther nor mother to witneTs for him. And now I can 
fet to my feal to all the traths in the Bible, Confeffion 
of Faith, catechtfms larger and &orter, niational atid fo* 
lemn league and coTcnants, isid ai] the ^roteftations and 
declarations given by the j^oor remnant, agreeable to ' 
the fame word of God. Though in much wealdiefs, yet 
I lovte all that is for his glory, and defirc you not tb be 
drfcouraged, for I blcfs the Lord t am heartily content 
with my lot. It was my defire, though moff unwotthy, 
to die a martyr ; and 1 blefs the jberd, who has granted 
me my dcfire. Now, this ift the fooft Joyful day ever I 
faw \^ith Ay eyes, Farewel alleltrthly enjoyments, and 
friends in our fweet Lord Jefuj Chrift ; and farewd 
Glencairn my native parilh. Welcome my fwect Savi- 
our, into thy hands I commit my fpirtt, for thou art he, 
O JchovaK, G6d of truth, who fe:|ft redeemed me. 

SAMUEL M'EUEN- 

The joint teftimony of James Law/on and Jiesumi^ 
fVcody who fufFered at GlafgoW, Od:ober 24. 1684- 

NOW this is the mo ft joyfiii day that eveV We had 
m all our life, and i^ jo?n our hearty, teftimofty 
to the written word of jSod, as it rs tontained ?ti the QRA 
and New Teftament, and to the Confeffion of Faith, the 
Isa'rger and Shorter Catechtites, the engagement to du- 
ties, and folemn acknowledgment of fins, and to the eo- 
Tenants both hational and folem*- league, and to the 
csiufcs of God*s wrath ; and we alfo Join our hearty id- 
timony to tlie trae atid faithftil preached gdfpd, by his 
tjrue and faithful fcnt miniftlsrs^ both formerly and of 

M / I ^*^^» 
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late, cotnmiffioned and ploathed.witfa his melT^e to de-> 
clare the wl^ole counfel of G<hI, as it was reformed from 
popery, prelacy, eraftianifin,' and fupremacy. . We alio 
join our hearty te(Uniony to the teftimonies pf thofe that 
have gone before us^ both formerly and of hte, who 
fufSered for the caufc and intereft of Jefus Chrift. And 
Ukewife to a}l the appearances pf the Lord's people, and; 
tlieif being in arms, for the defence of ^the goipei, and 
iteif-defence, vm. Pentland, Drumclog, Bothwel-bridge, 
and the declarations given at Rutherglen, the. 29th of 
May, 1679, ^^ Sanquhar, and to-thej)aper$ found up* 
on Henry Hall at the Quecnsferry, and to that declara* 
tion put forth at Lanerk, by the fuffering i^emnant. We. 
alfo join our hearty tcftimony to, the Chriftian feOowfliip 

. meeting^, whereby our fouls hav.e fometimes been re-^' 
freftied. 

, Now, likewife, we fhall ftiew yoU' what we difown ». 
jftf We difewn aijd leave our teftimony againft popery- 
and, prelacy, quakerifm, eraftianifm, and all other errors, 
that are contrary to the word of God. Likewife we leave 
our teftimony againft all the indulgences, .both firft apd 
laft.; becaufe.they have difowned Chtlft-from being h^^d 
of the church, and have taken their liberty from a mor*^. 

• tal man^ Likewife we leave our teftimony. againft all* 
thefe that have hft the ftandard of Chrift^ and taken 
tkemfelves to a fmful qtiietnefs, to ftiun« fuffering ; and 
alfo .their<;ondemniBgof the fkidifulpradUces and preach- 
ing of thefe two worthies, who fealed the truth with their 
blood, viz. Mr Donald Careil,. and Mr Richard* Came- 
ron, who declared th^ whole counfel of God faithfully* 
We defire to blefs the Lord, that ever we heard them 
preach. Likewife we leave ouc teftimony againft the de^ 
claration at Hamilton, becaufe of .the taking in of that 
-tyrant's intereft. . Likewife againft Charles Stuart, be- 
caufe he hath feated himfelf in Chrift-s room, and has 
taken to himfelf the prerogative of our Lord, to be head 
of'thft churchy which belongs to.no mortal man on earth» 
but Chrift only. Likewife .we leave our teftimdny againft. 
the liell-hatched teft,^ and againft that oath,. cal)e^ the. 
oath of aUegianee ; againft compearing at courts, com* > 
ing out of pHrifon upon bond and caution; Ye will find 
the unlawfulnefs of it in John viii. 34.. Verily, verily f 
fay unto you^ whofoever committe.th fm, is the fervant 
ofiin»>^ And in Rom. vu zo. For w:hen ye were the ► 
A a J , fervants. 
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feiraaifts of fin, yc wert free from Ti^hteoiiihefs. What 
frtlit bad ye in Uiefe thtngSf whereoi ye* are now afhxm- 
ed ? for the end of tbefe things is dead). .And 2 Pet. ii. 
1^9. While they prontfe you liberty, themfelres are the 
fervants of corruption : for of whom a man is overcome, 
of the fame is he brought in bondage. And againft the 
ceft and locahtr, or any paying of mihia-money, or asy 
other i!hihg, which may ftrengthen the hsmds of thof^ 
open and avowed enemies of Jefus ChrifL Likewife we 
leave our teftimony againft thefe wtded men called 
judges, t^hith.onght^ot to be called judges, but rather 
tyrants, becailfe they are thirfting for b&od ; for diey 
diarge us in one of the articles, of pur indidment widi 
ftiurder, and fliaking off aU the fear of God : but we 
. Mefs the Lord we are free of all fuch crimes as murder. 
Now, dear friends, we exhort you to cleave clofe to 
Chrift, keep his way, and do not fear at it becaofe of 
iuSermg : for we can aHiire you, that the crofs has not 
been* troublefome to us, but eafy ; for he paves die xrofs 
an over widi roies, and never lays a grain w«i^t of 
afRi^on more upon his people than he. gives fufficient 
ftrength to bear :> and this we can fay by experience, be 
feiids none a warfares upon their own charges, but he 
jives ftiil- fufficient (hength to carry diem through. 
Therefore it is our e^nieft defire and requef):, that ye 
will follow on to know hibi, for he has pronrifed, dial yc 
ftall know him. - Therefore we defirc you to follow his 
way, and iear not lUa^, whofe breath is. in his noftrils, 
but fear G6d and keep his ^ays* Keep at a diftance 
from thcleail of fin, for the leaft fm deferveth death : 
but his love hath been great and <?ondefcending to .us, 
for he bath taken us, v^o were the vileft of finners, for 
we have deftroyed oorfelves by origtilal fin, and conupt 
nature ; but now he hath redeemed tis, and plucked us 
cmt lik*^ fire-brands out of the midft of the burning. Now 
We frfliy fay, he hath letten out f\tch a gale of W^ con- 
defGentting^ love, that he hath gained out fecldefs Jove ; 
fo that we dare f^y, that if every hair of our head were 
a m*ft, and every drop of our biood % life, we would 
willingly lay ^em>ll down for Chrift, and his caufe, if 
fit called for them at dur hand ; for he is altogether love- 
ly, the chief among ten tbouAmds 5 he is without com- 
pare, he is incomprehenfible, glprious fi£nd mighty : 
Therefore it is our defire to all friends, duic ye would 

' , . , ware 
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ware yottr love on hixn^ and credit him ; and labour to 
get the inheritance made fure, that Jefus Chrift hath par- 
chafed. Mow cleave cLofe to iiim, and clofe with' him» 
ahd then lofe what ye will in diis world, ye ihall be noble 
gamers and no lofers. 

Now, we heartily forgive all men any wtt)ng they have 
done lis, or can do to us, as we defire to be forgiven of 
tlie Lord ; but what they have done againft God and 
his caufe, we leave that to hirafelf, to do in it as may 
mod glorify himfelf. Now we bid farewel to all earth- 
ly comforts and enjoyments ; fatewel all Chriilian friends 
and acquaintances in the Lord ; farewd Iw^et focieties, 
and Chriftian fellowfhip-meetings \ farewel hearing of 
the. precious gofpel ; farewel reading, fmging, praying 
and believing ; farewel fweet prifon and irons for our 
lovely Lord 5 farewel holy Scriptures ; farewel fun, moon 
and ftars, and all created comforts in time. Welcome 
heaven ; welcome (inging of praifes ; welcome fpirits of 
juft men made perfect ; welcome Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft) into whofe hands we commit our fpirits. 

Sk Juhfcrihiturf 

JA. LAWSON, A. WOOD. 

• The interrogations of George Jadtftm^ tenant to Pollock, 
who was ^prehended at Glaf]|ow, and fuffered at the 
Gallowlee, Dtceihber 9th 1684. 

AT Glafgow after he was taken, and had been aiked 
fome few queflions by them who apprehended him, 
he was brought before the biihop of Glafgow, who in* 
terrogatehim thus? Q. What now, Mr Jackfon ? A. I 
wa« never a fcholar. Q« Can you read the Bible ? A. 
Yes. Q. Was you at Bothwcl bridge i A. Yes. Q^ 
What arms had ye ? A. A halbcrt ftaff Q^Was- ye an 
officer ? A. No, I was but fix teen years of age. Q^ Who 
was your captain ? A. A young man. Q^How called 
they him ? A. I am not boUndto give an account to you. 
Q^ Was you at Bothwel rebellion, or not f A. I allow 
xnyfelf in no rebellion againft Grod. Q. Whether was it 
rebellion againft the kihg^ or not I ATI have anfwered 
that queftion sdready. Q^Would you go to it again ? 
A. The queftion is like yonrfelf, I know not. Q^Will 
yc fay, Gk>d fave the king I A. It is not in my power to 
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favc or condemn. Q. Will yc pray for himi A» I will 
pray for all within the dedtion of free grace.' Q. Whe- 
ther is the king within the eledfciony ot not? ATlf you 
were the man you profef? to be, you would not alk fuch 
a queftion at me ; it belongs only to God* Q^Do you 
own the authority as it is now eftablifli^d ? A. No, but 
I own aH authority^ fo far as it is according to the writ- 
ten word of God. Q^Do you own the king, and inferi- . 
or magiftrates ? A. In fo far as they are a terror to evil 
doers, and a praife to them that do well. Q. Are they 
not that ? A. When the Lord JefusChrift ftalTfit judge,. 
tliey and you, and the like of you, will count for it whe- 
ther ye be or not* Qi,ls the bifliop's death murder, or 
not ? A. If your quelfions be upon thefe matters that L 
an^ not concerned with, I will keep Alence. Then^the. 
bifliop afkedhim concerning fome papers that were found 
in the room where he was apprehended ;. he refufed[ to 
anfwer any further anent theln, having -anfwered the 
iame queftion in the guard to thefe who took him. Where- 
at the bifhop enraged faid. Sir, the boots will make your 
free. To which t^e fatd George repUed, if my Mafter 
think me worthy of them, I will get them, and if not, 
it is in his power to preferve me. Q^Will ye fubfcribe 
what ye have faid ? A. No. Q^Whcrefore will ye not? 
A.' Becaufe it is ahacknowledement of your unju$ laws. 
After this h^ was tranfported From GlafgoWto Evandale 
on the Lord^ day. He relates in his letters, what fwcct 
joy and confobltion he had by tl^e way. After his hav- 
ing gone about the worfhip of God, in prefenceof the 
foldiers, who at firft kept on their hats, but afterwsvds 
ere he had done, uncovered. In came one Bonfay Uieir 
commander, and faid, prepare you for a bare horfe back 
to-morrow, and your head and feet, (hall be bound hard 
and fail together. George anfwered, it knot in your 
power to do it. Bonfay faid, I lyill let jou know it 
ihaU be in my power, and offered him the king's health: 
he rafufed, faying, 1 am not dry to drink he^uths, efpe^ 
cially on the Lord*s night* To-morrow when they were 
fet on horfe back, Bonfay caufed foiind a trumpet, hold- 
ing it to ^feorge's ear, and faid, found him to hei) ; at 
ji^hich the martyr fmiled. So they cam^ to Edinburgh 
upon the 13th of May, 1684. Being called before a 
committee of the council, he came widi his bible in his 
hand. I'he advocate jeeringly faid^ there's htm and his 
. • X , , biblci 
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bible ; come Siway, let us fee i^'herc jhc text is- George 
anfw.credp I yras never a feeker out of texts ; that is xht 
proper work of a minifter. Then tlie advocate faid, put 
up your bible> for we arc not for pireaching at this time. 
He anfwered, I am not come to preach, for I never 
could ; but, Sir, this is the word of God, whereby T am 
come here to be judged, and I charge you, and not on* 
ly you, but all of you, that as ye ihall anfwer in one day 
before our Lord Jefus Chrift, when he fhall fit and judge 
betwixt the juft and the unjuft, that ye judge me by what 
is written in Ais holy bible ; otherways remember ye* 
and the lieft of you, (hall make account for it in that day, 
when our Lord ihall iit as judge, and ye fhall ftand na« 
ked and bare before Kirn ; and if yc do it not, I fhall be 
a. witnefs againft you. To this they returned,' that he 
was come to be judged, not to judge. And after a 
while't filence, when he demanded vho were his accu^ 
fers, the lulvocate replied, I am your accufer ; and b- 
cerrogate him thiis : Q. Was you at Bothwd ? A. I have 
anfweriid.that in my m^ examiaation. Qw But^ £iid the 
advocate,, you muft anfwer it nowf A.. it being crimi- 
nal by your law, yott muft proife it. . Q^Do you hold 
thcfe that were thei-fe as rebels ? A. I allow myfelf to bo 
among no rebels ; but whom call you rebels ? The ad- 
vocate faid, thcie that are rebels to the king. George 
anfwered, if they be not rebels to God, the matter is the 
lefs. Qj_.I>o you appi*ove of them ? A. Yes, jn as far a» 
they were for Chrift and his cauie. Q^Do you. allow 
yourfelf to rife in arms againft tlie king : A. No. Q^ 
Wherefore then did ye rife in arms? A, I have' warrant- 
in the Word of God to rife in arms in defence of the gbf- 
pel, and work of reformation, according to our folemn 
engagements, wherein we are fworn to uphold and de- 
fend to the utmoft of our power the work of reformation. 
Q^What, are y^ engaged to be againft your king? A. 
Yon heard not me fay that, but' I fold, I am for the king 
and all authority,, as far as they^re for the work of God, 
but no further. Q. Do yoii own the prefent authority ? 
A. I own no unlawful authority. Q^Will you uke the 
bond of. regulation, and you (hall wm your way ? A. I 
will have nothing to do with you or your bonds either. 
Being defired to fubfcribe what they had wrote down as 
bis confeiSon, he refufed. 

This 
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This account is abftiaded out of his o^wn letters. As 
for his large teftimonyy it hath not been bought necef- 
fary to publifh it, for thcfc anfwers^ which he gave, were 
his teftimony before the enemies ; thefe wer6 the grounds 
of his tndidment, and fentence of death ; thefe are the 
chief points of truth upo'n which he enlarges his teftimo- 
nj ; and moreover, it appears from the many repetitions 
of the fame matter, that the feverlty of his perfecutors 
has occadoned his large teftimony to be writ with lefs 
accuracy than he would. He infifts much in praifing 
God, for calling him to, and ftrengthening him under 
his fufferines ; profefles a great cheerfulnefs in laying 
down his life for the caufe of Chrift j exhorts others to 
forfake the love of the world, and embrace the crofs of 
Chrift, and undergo the hatred of the world ; he is full 
in cnumeratine the heads of truth to which he adheres, 
^nd national fms againft which he bears witnefs ; fo that 
he pafTes fcarce any point of truth touched in the former 
teftimonies, though they are not fo orderly difpofed as 
in fome others. He forewarns all of the hazard of ap- 
proaching judgments, encourages the godly with a pro- 
fpe<a of Chrift's return to the land, and invites them to 
take hold of him, and wreftle with him for his. return. 
Withal deploring the cafe of the church, on kcc^unt of 
fuch wreftleis and mourners, and with a folemn farewel 
to earthly relations, friends, acquaintances, and enjoy* 
ments, witji a welcome of heayenly ones, he concludes 
his dying teftimony ; in the whole he gives evidences of 
one near and dear to ChriO;« and fupported and Arength- 
cned by him. 
I 

Upon the 14th. day of November, 1684, fuffercd John 
Watt in the parilh of Kilbride, and John Serople in the 
parifli of Glaffart; Whofe teftimonies (if they be extant) 
came not to the hands of the publifliers of this coUedtion ; 
only it is certain from their indidments that they -died 
for their adherence to the fame truths, at the Gallowlee, 
which was in the twilight of the evening. While thcj 
Ivere fmging the 1 1. Sedion of the cxrx. Pfalm, particu- 
larly thefe words in the 84 ver. " How many are thy 
feryant's days ? when wilt thou erecutejuft judgment 
on thefe wicked men that do me perfecute V* The fol- 
diers made fuch a hellifh noife, and turned bac5 fb upon 
the people that were fpedla^ors of the adion» that the 

people 
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people verilf conceived thef fliould have been trodden 
down and mafiacred in the fpot, which occafioned all to . 
flee» fo that none of their Chriilian friends durft iUy to 
do the laft duty to them, in drefSng their dead bodies, 
but they were lefc to the infolent foldiers difpofal* 

A copy of a letter, written by Jahn Semple in Craigthorn, 
while in prifon. DireAed to his mother and fifter, • 
who wet? then in prifon. 

Loving Mother and Sifter, 

TijIS is to let you know, that that day which I was 
brought to the tolbooth of the Canongate, and we 
were put into the irons, and the (hackles pat upon our 
arms, and to-morrow about eleven o'clock, I, was brought 
before the council, and they fhewed me the paper which 
was found upon the crofTes and kirk-doors, and they 
afked,^If I knew it ? I anfwered, what know I what is 
in that paper ? The duke having it in his hand, and the 
refl of the council bade him read it to n^e ; he read fome 
lines of it, and then faid to (!ie reft, it .would take a 
long time to read. They offered to give it to me to 
read, and promifed me time to conAder it, if I would 
give my judgment of it. A. I will not have it, neither 
will I be judge of papers. iC^. Own ye the king's au- 
thority, as it is now eftablifhcdr A. 1 qwn sfll authori- 
ty, as is agreeable to the word of God. Q^ Will ye 
own this paper or not ? A. What know 1 what is in 
that paper. Then they faid to be fliort Iwith you, ^own 
ye the covenant and prefbyterian principles ? A. I own 
the Covenants and Prefbyterian principles with my 
whole heart. Then faid they, fo, that is a frank and 
free fellow. Then they caufed to take me away for a 
while ; and I was brought before them again ; and then 
they faid, come and declare the truth, and give your 
oath, what you know concerning the contrivers ^d 
publifhers of thefe papers. A. I am not bound to wrong 
my neighbours, neither will I give an oath. After fomc 
queftions and anfweis, the chancellor faid, he fhould 
make me do it ; for he faid he would niake me as fmal V 
as fnuff. I anfweref}, fome times the perfecutors have 
caufed the faint^ to blafpheme. The bifhop's brother 
faid, I was a li%r, for the Scripture faid no fuch thing. 
I iaidy that k fays the fame thi^g^ and I told him where 

it 
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it was. Then they xaaied take me away ; and dien a 
litde after they brought me before them again the third 
time, and prefied upon me again to declare : I utterly 
refufed. Then they caufed the executioper to take me 
a little abacky and made me fit down with my back to 
the bary and threw on the thumbkins upon my thumbs, 
until I fell into a fwoon ; and when I overcame againi 
they were Handing about, looking upon me, and bidding 
'me rife; and then I rofe. Then fome of them iaad^ 
what will you fay now to the chancellor ? I faid, I will 
fay nothing to him. Then they took me to the town 
tolbooth, to the iron-lK)ufe. 

Now, I defire that I could blefs the Lofd for this, 
that he kceped me, for in the time of the torture t fpake 
not a word good or bad, but got it borne, until I fell 
into a fwoon. All their countenances dallied me no* 
thing ; for I did not fear their faces, nor the faces of 
hundreds who were gazing upon^ne, from about eleven 
o'clock/ till feven o'clock in the afternoon. And I 
thought, that that was a iign of God's prefence : but 
die mining of his countenance was not with my (pint. 
But I was helped to believe and hold fad : For i knew 
not but that day or to-morrow naight have been my laft 

The next mornmg I was brought before one of them 
into a chamber : He faid, how are you advifed to-day ? 
I faid, as f was. Q^ What is the reafon that ye \^ill 
not tell the truth to the chancellor ? for it is a fin not to 
do it. A. Doeg told tho truth, when he told Saul that 
he faw David come to Ahimelech, and that Ahimelech 
gave him bread, and did enquire of God for him ; and 
yet the Scwpture calls it lying, Pfal. lii. 3, And there- 
fore there is a finful pernicious fpeakiiig of the truth, 
which is a great fin, and accounted as a lie. I faid to 
him alfo, that I knowing the teiror of the Lord, 1 
thought that the terror of men was die lighter to be 
borne, and that I would fay no more than I had faid, 
though they fiiould torture all the fingerf and toes that 
I had, till they iBould be cut oflF; but as the Lord ihoold 
give me ftrength, I would ftand. . 

After this, he never opened^ his mouth, more, bat 
humbred and rofe up, and wenthis way, and the keep- 
er brought me back to the irbn-houfe, where I remain. 
One thing is come to my rnind^ which he faid more ; 

' That 
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That it was for rebellion ugainft the king that they were 
purfaing for, I anlwered, Ilo did the "Tperfecu tors of the 
Son of God fay, thcit it was for rebellion ; for they call- 
ed him an enemy to Csefar. Moreover they threatened 
me with the boots. Now what the Ldrd^will pex*mit 
them to do, I know not ; but there are hard things de- 
termined againft me ; and I am very weak, for flelh and . 
blocKl is but weak ; therefore forget not my cafe. I am 
well contented with my lot,' blefted be the Lord, only t 
am afraid of try 9^^^^ w^akneffes, left I wrong the 
trnth. 

No more at prcfent, but wifheth that the Lord's prc- 
fence may be with yoo, my dear mother and fillers. I 
am in good health, bieff^^d be God ; my tliumbs, they 
arc not very fore, only they are fomething feellefs ; I 
and others diought, they Ihould fcarcely have ever fer- 
ved me, at leaft for a long time. 

... JOHNSEMPLE. 

The laft ^Teftimony of James Graham , Taylor in Corf- 
michael, in the ftew.irty of Galloway, who fuffered at 
tlie Gallowlee, betwixt Leith and Edinburgh, Decem- 
ber 9. 1684. 

Men and brethren, 

I AM come here this day to lay down my life for the 
caufe of Chrift, and I biefs the Lord, that ever he 
gave me a life to lay down for fuch a noble caufe ; and 
now I wiOi this day that every hair of my head, and e- 
very drop of my blood were a life, I would willingly 
lay diem down for htm, for it is ^11 too little I can do 
for him. O it is a 'wonder, that ever he fhould have 
chofen me, or the like of me, to witncfs or die for him 
in foch a caufe,! For he hath no need of mei or any of 
the loft ions of Adam, but he hath teftiHed in his word, 
;hat he will make the poor things of the earth, to con- 
found the prudent. And now I blefs the Lord, that I 
di^ not as a murderer or a thief, or as an evil doer, or 
as a bufy body in other men's matters.. The heads 
whereupon I am indidted, a^r Becaufe I refufed to dif- 
own that paper which ift moft agreeable to ,the word of 
God, and' ta our fworn covenants and work of reforma- 
tion ; and becaufe I would not fiyear to that which £ 
duT'ft Dot«for my&uldo. Now^I giving a ftort ac-* 
B b count 
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^ount of what I am mdidcd fo5> I liiall likewife give an 
liint of what I adhere to. Pirft^ 1 adhere to the holy 
fcriptures of the 0)d and New Tcftament, Confeffioxi of 
Faith, Catechifms Larger and Shorter, and to the whole 
work of reformation, as.it was once eflabliihed in our 
land, ahhough now, alas ! defaced, and denied hy the 
moft part of this generation. a<//)». To the covenants 
natronal and iblemn league, ta which we are fworn with 
hands uplifted to the moft high God, and bound to 
maiiitaiti it. %dly ^-^To the fiim of faving knowledge, 
the acknowledgment of (ins, and erigagement to duties. 
x\fbly^ To the preached gofpel, as it was faithfully 
preached in our land, by thie fent meffengers of Jefus 

^ Chrift 5 efpecially bV Mcflrs John Ki<}> John King, Don- 
ald Cargil, and Richard Cameron, who took their lives 
in their hands, and went fprfh upon all hazards, . when 
the reft of their brethren turned their back upon the 
<:aufe. Stbb^ To Mr James Renwick, as a faithful fent 
fervant of* Jefus Chri&, who has lifted up the ftandard 
where Meflrs Donald Cargil and Richard Cameron left 
it, who fealed the cauie with their blood., 6/^^, To. all 
the appearances in arms in defence of the gofpel, and 
our fworn covenants, and the whole work of reforma- 
tion. 7/^^, To the excommunication at the Torwood. 
by Mr Donald Cargil. %ihly^ To the Sanquhar decla- 
tatioi), as a thing moft agreeable to the word* ^hhf% 

- To the declaration at Rutherglen. loihfy^ To the pa- 
per that was taken off worthy Henry HaH, at the 
Queensferry. i ithfyy To the burning of that hell-hatch- 
ed thing, called the teft, at Lanerk. iith/y. To the fel- 
lowftiips of the Lord-s people, for. reading, fmging, and 

* praying ; according to the fcripture in MaL iii. 16. and 
Heb. X. 25. and feveral other fcriptures which warnmr 
this, i^thfyf To all the tcftimonies of the faithful wit- 
nclTes ©f Jefus Chrift, from the appearance in arms at 
Pentland-hills to this^ day. i^h/yf To that paper ,upen^ 
which I was indidled, in fo far as it is agreeable to the 
word of God, and our fworn covenants, and work of re- 
formation. 

And now, on the other hand, I fhall defire to let yon 
fee what I fball wimefs and teftify againft, fo far as I am 
enabled by his holy Spirit, ifi, I leave my teftimony 
againft all breach of covenant, which is a fin that hath 
overfpread the whole Jaad. zdiy, Agaioft the acceptorf 
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of the indulgence, firft and laft, becaufe they have fled 
from their firft engagements, which engagement was to 
be faithful i?linifters to the church of Chrill, which they 
have broken and rent, ^d/y^ Ag.iinft the liearers of cu- 
rates, becaufe they have broken our fwom covenants and 
work of reformation, \thlyj Againft popjcry, prelacy, 
quakerifm, and all herefy, and whatfoever is contrary to- 
the word of God. $thiyy Againft paying of the cefs and 
locality, and againft paying of fines, becaufe it is a bear- 
ing up of thef<r foul'Znurderers, and an acknowledgment 
that we have done a fault in following our dyt^j. 6th/yi 
Againft Charles Stua/t, in regard he hath broken die 
covenant that he was once fwom to, and put forth hik 
hand againft the people of God. 7/^^, Againft thaH 
peijuring and abominable thing called the teft, and the 
oadiof allegiance, which is an oath againft our cove« 
nant. %ihlyt Againft Gib, and all his followers, and all 
their pernicious ways. 9/^^, Againft the overthrowing 
of our work of reformation, which we had froin our 
Liord and mafter^ and hi; faithful fervants, to' be com- 
ibrts to our fouls. Now, the time being (hort, I ffaaU. 
fay no more, but farewel mbther, brethren and fitters ; 
fare wel' all Ch^ftian friends and acquaintances in the 
Lord ; farewel holy fcriptures which have been my com- 
fort m^ny a day ; farewel meat and drink, fun, moon, 
and ftars. Welcome eternity 5 welcome heaven 5 weli 
come ^oly angels ; ^welcome God in Chrift, into thy 
hands I commit my fpirit. ^ 

^ Sic fuhfcnbltur^ 

JAMES GRAHAM., 
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The laft Speech and Tcftimony of Ri^ert Polloch^ Cordi- 
ner in Kilbride, who was taken at Glaigowy and fuf- 
fcred at the Gallowlee, January 23d 1685, betwixt 
eight and nine of the clock in the morning. 

The body of this teftimony being nnrch of a piece with 
feveral of the foregoing* as declaring his adherenice to 
the fame truths, and abhorrence, of the, fame errors 
and abominations ; the reader wijl find here only the 
preamble and ppftcripti as folloM^s. 

*Dear friends, 

I BEING fentenced to die by met), thought it fit to leare 
this fhort word of tefttmony behind me. Now, if I 
could fay any thing to the commendation of Chrift, I. 
have as much to »y to his commendationv as any poor 
finner ever had to' fay ; for he has done mdre ror iat 
than heart can think, or tongue can fpeak, or hand can 
write, for he has made good his promife to me, Ifa. xxiiL 
2. ** When thou paffcft through the waters, I will be 
with thee, and through the rivers they fhall not overflow 
thee* When thou walked dirough the fire thou ihak 
cot be burned, neitlier fliall the flames kindk upon ihcc" 
. This promife I can fay upon good groijnd has been made 
cut to me. ' And 1 can fay with the fpowfe in Song iL 
6. ** His left-hand is under my head, and his Tight*hand 
doth embrace me, A bundle of myrrh is my beloved 
unto me, Song i. 13- And rovn I cannot fludy to fave 
my life without prejudice to his glory, and vindicating 
of evil doers. For I defire to fear and ferve him, and 
alfo to cciifcfs him, that haih faid'in his word, Matth. x, 

37. ** Whofoevcr tbtfcfctre ftall crnfcfs me before men, 
him win I corfefs alfo before ifty Faiher which is in hea- 
ven. Ver( 33. Eut vhcfoever fl}all deny me before men, 
him will I alfo deny before rr.y Father which is in hea- 
ven. And he has fald in Luke'Ix. 62. ** No nian inving 
put l:is hand to the plough, and looking b^tck, is fit for 
the kingdom of God." And alfo he hath faid, Hcb. i; 

38. " If any man draw hack, my foul fhall have no 
rUafnre in him. But he that fhall endure unto the ere*, 
ilie fame fball be fared/' Math. xxiv. 13. New, I fay, 
death and life, heaven and hell, even Chrift being rn the 
one hand^ 'and tlie world on the other hand, ard Chrift 

holding 

Digitized by LjOOgle 



. of Robert' Pdlkck. 2^3 

holding Yonb an oflfer of himfelf to me, and making me 
welcome to come to him, I defire rather to fuffer any- 
thing he Is pleaiod, than to run after the multitude ; and 
now truth being. fo much controverted, I think I cannot.. 
refufe to be at his difpofing in fujQFering for it. 

Apd now, I being fomewhat confufed in the tipne of 
my writing, and therefore could not keep order ; where- 
fore I take leave to leave my tcftimony to ieveral things 
that I forgot before. And now as a dying man I leave 
my teftimony to the Sanquhar declaration, and to the 
late declaratibn, N6vember 1 684.. And now I have two 
particulars to leave my teftiroony againft, viz The duke 
of York, and the duke of Monmouth* . Againft the duke 
of York for marrying a ftrange woman, and as he is a 
paprft himfelf. - An,d againft the duke of Monmouth for 
coming down to Scotland to help the enemies of God to 
kill the Lord's people for hazarding bheir lives in de- 
fenceof the gofpel. And now I am come here this day 
to lay down my life for. the hope.of Ifrael, of the which 
hope. I am^not afhamed this day ;. for I, defire to blefs 
his holy name, that ihefe twelve years and mor^my foul 
has loved him ; , and many times my foul has been re- 
frefhed when I thought upon fuffering for . him. Now, 
1 do not fay I am free, of (in, Uat 1 am at peace with 
God through a /flain. mediator, and he fhall maktf my^ ' 
foul as clean of fin as I. had never finned. And now I 
am to ftfip ou( of time into eternity> where I (hall be a& 
full of him as my foul defires to be. And now again I • 
take my farewel of all created comforts in tii;ne 5 and let- 
none fay that thefe are not my words, for they are even 
my laft words. . And now, ' 1 being nevjer loofed ouj of. . 
(hackles on my hands I cannot >^rite . m'yfelf, , but I do. ^ 
fubfcribe myfelf ; and whether any thing is right or not, . 
I have peace in doing of it* But it may be fome will . 
fay that I have not been right pxiflcipled, 5ind have been , 
isL error ; and it may be fome will fay that they would . 
not have ventured their life on fiich grounds. But 1 can 
fay the leaft of the controverted truths is fuificient ground 
ta lay down my life for. And the main thing is au- 
thority that no^ is cried up, and Charles Stuai^t to be 
fttpretae. If any will join with that and approve of his . 
de^ds, it y^il never be aiked whether they fear Gdd or 
not, although they were the greateft blafphemers that 
crer lived;, if jthiey will approve of the adts and'laws ma<}e 
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by thefe that ar€ -now nilers, thongh they riile wrong, 
there is no more fought of them ; ihey never afk whe- 
ther they fear God or not, and thsA iays tliat they fear 
him not themfelves, and that they ftudy no farther than 
to pleafe Charles Stuart, which will he their ruin in tlie 
end. And now I huye this to fay to the 'commcnd|^tkm 
of Chrift that he is \vithout parallel or comparifon ; he 
is altogether lovely, and in the greateft of ftraits. he is 
moft comely ; his countenance is refreftiful to me, and 
has been in the greateft of ftriits and difficulties ; his 
countenance has refrefhed me, and it is delightfome to a 
weary foul. Nor is there, any comfort like unto hi my 
his yoke is eafy, and his burden light. Yea, he has been 
fo kind. to me, that I have not gone one hairs-breadth 
on my own charges. He fparcs not eipence ; he ^ivcs 
.enough to ^ all them that are about his work; foray 
when I was put foreft to it, I got enough from my love- 
ly mafter to bear my charges with. Now, my advice is 
to all them that defire to be upright for Chrift, waljc on, 
and do not draw Sack, for ye will not want enough to 
do 70ur turn, for he docs not ftand to ware any- thing 
upon his fervants. 

And now, I, as a dying man, intreat you all not to 
fear imprifonment ; fear nothing ; for if ye can trnft in 
hvn^ there is no fear you ihall be left to do the work 
yonrfelf. I can fay no more to make you love him ; but 
only this I can fay^ That he has ay made me viftorious, 
iince 1 was his prifoner. And now I can fay, I am not 
afraid to venture upon a gibbet for him, and for the 
vindication of^his caufe. And now let none fay, it i& a 
fore matter that my life fhould be taken away fpr fuch a 
caufe, for I fay unto you, that 1 would never have got- 
ten fuch an oflPer to quit my life for? and let none be 
ibrry, that I am taken ^aw^ay oul of the gate of God's 
wrath ; for there are many in Scotland that will not 
know where to fly from his wrath purfuing them : yea, 
even many tliat are not much concerned with thefe things 
now. And therefore, I lay, fly unto Chrift,. all that 
would ftody n6t to be trampled down in his fury, and 
thefe that would not have the wrath of the Lord poured 
out upon them \ my advice is, to make your peace with 
the Prince of peace. For fad will the calamities be that 
are coming on this land O ! prepare for judgment, for 
h% will come T^Aaaik^ iaquifittoa for the blood that 
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hath been {hed in Scotland, before the contTOverfy end, . 
and the calamity overpafs. It looks very like that the 
fowls of the air will eat the bodies of the dead men*, and 
women not being buried, I fhall fay no more, but ftud j 
to fly out of the way of God's wrath ; only fly unto him, 
and forfake your evil ways. And now it is^not, 1 de^ 
clare, upon the account of fuffering,, that I exped to be 
^avijd ; nor any righceoufnefs of mine own,^ but only 
•through the imputed righteoulheis of Jeliis Chrift, thro* 
his merits and intercefhon; for 1 have no righteoufnefs 
of my own, neither can I merit any thing by my fufFer- 
ing : But it is as fure that he has laid, He that denies 
me before men, him will 1 deny before my Father whcr 
is in heaven, and before the holy angels. And npw I 
am brought here this day, to lay down my Iffe for the 
caufe.and intereft of Jefus Chrift, and fdrno other thing ; 
And I defire (;o blefs the Lord, that I am DbOt fufFerin^ ^ 
as an evrl-doer, and th^t 1 die not as a fool. -And I de-v • 
fire to blefs the Lord that ever he honoured me with fuf- 
fering for him, for many times my foul has been refrelh-- 
ed, when I faw any thing like that, that I would be « 
fufferer for him. Now, I defire to take my farewel of " 
alt things in time: Farewel fwtct Scriptures, jeading. 
(uiging,. praying, and believing ; farewel fiin, moon, and 
ilars, and all created comforts in time. Welconde bear ^ 
\txi and happinefs ; welcome innunaerable company of 
angels ; welcome fpirits of juft men made perfe^ ; ^wel- 
come praifing without ceaflng^ or vearying iii the kaft ; 
welcome Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, into thy fcands* 
I commit my fpirit. ' 

ROBERT POLLOCK. 

The laft Teftimony of Robert Mi/hrf^ msLCorif who lived 
in the parifh of Rutherglen, and ftiffered for the truth 
at the Gallowlee of Edinburgh, upon the 23d of Janu- 
ary; betwixt fix and feven in^the morning, 1685. > 

Loving and dear fri^ndSj - 

I Being fentenced to^idle hf men, have thought it fit 
to leave behind inethifi mite of a teftimony $ and to 
Jec you know upon '^}i at ground I fuffer ; and it is only 
becaufe I wouM nor Acknowledge the prefent authority* 
vrbich is in a dire<^ oppofition to the word of God ; and 
aUb bccaitfe lyroxii not Ukf tbsK oa(b againft the A- 
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pologetical declaration^ and iVear myfelf an enemy ta 
' the covenant and v;ork of reformation i which I duriV 
not do, no not for my foul. 

Nowy I confefsy I have been a great finner a^mfr 
God, but I neve^ a<5led any thing againft man, worthy 
of death, bonds, or imprifonment. Now^ glory to hTm^ 
• for he hath not been wanting to me ; I have feen, in feme 
meafure, his hand of providence, ay in lefs or ^ mire, 
from my very infancy, guiding me to this day. But 
now it is about fifteen years fmcc Tie engaged me won- 
derfully to him, although I have many times tume'dmy 
back on him, and alfo though I followed my duty, with, 
many failings, yet he never fu£Fered me to go, but ftill 
kept me y^ith a long reipedt to him, and his perfecuted 
truths ; and ay when I was like to be fnarcd with ftrong 
temptations from Satan, %he i^orld, and*my own wicked 
* heart, then he broke thcfnare, and 1 efcaped as a bird' 
4>ut of the hand of the fowler. And, according to that 
wdrd, he hath,4n a wonfietful meafure, ihade all things 
woilc together for my good. O how many times, have 
I turned back, and provoked him to hide his face, and 
to defert me, and to plague me with hardnefs of heart! 
but ay when I was ready to fink, then he manifefted hia. 
power, and brought me up out of the great depth ; ai>d 
alfo made out that word, Pfal. xxvii. 10. When my fa- 
ther and my mother fbrfafce me, then the Lord will take 
me up. Now, I fay, Gloryi glory to him who hath 
pli^cked me as a brand out of thebumtng, and hath made 
,a prifon, and irons^ f^i^eet and eafy to me. O ! what an 
honour is it, to tread the fame fteps that my lovely L.ord 
^hath gone before me f: O ! now he is beconie altogether 
lovely, and the chief among ten thoufands. I can now 
fay from my experience. That my beloved is mine, and 
1 am his. 

. J^rfiy now, I heartily adhere, and leave my tefUmony 
to that covenant of free grace, agreed upon between the 
Father and the Son, ^at noble work of redemption ; and 
iiefire to take him in all his offices, as king, pried, pro- 
phet, idfyy 1 heartily adhere to the holy a^d facred 
word of God, with which my foul many a time hath 
been refrefhed. 3^>y, And alfo ta the confeffinn of faithi 
, larger and fhorter catechifms. ^hiy^ And alfo to the 
national and folemn league and covenant, j/i^* And 
alfo to that glerioua woik of jrtf<mnatioD| as Jt was re- 
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formed from popery and pvelacy, and all other ctrori. 
6/^^ And Ukewife I ieave my teftimony to all the fel- 
ibwfliip-meetings of the Lord's people, for keepings up 
of the fallen dbwn ftandard of our JLordJ Tthfyf And 
likewife I leave m^y-teftimony to thefe worthy ihen*s doc- 
trine, viz, Mr Donald Cargil, and the reft who jeopard- 
ed their lives upon the high places of the earth, for the 
bearing up of the fallen down ftandard of our Lord, 
when the reft moft ftiamefully left it at the command of 
mefi. . %tUyi And likewife I heartily adhere, and leave 
.my teftimony to that worthy man^s dodrine* called Mr 
Tames Renwick, who is now carrying on that great work 
when there is fo few to own it ; andjl ^(ire to blefs the 
Lord that ever I heard him preach. 9^, And Ukewife 
.1 leave my teftimony to the -excommunication at the 
Torwoodt pafled by Mr Donald Cargil, againft tfade 
enemies of God. loibfy^ And likewife I leave my tefti- 
mony to fill prpteflfttions and declarations given by the 
Lord's people agatnft his eileitiie«. iiMf% And eilfo to 
the making uifr of defenfive arms. laM/^y And likewife 
I deiire to tell you what 1 dlfoWn and leave my teftimo- 
ny againft. 

And in ihe^firfl place, I leave my^teftimony againft 
popery, and prelacy, and eraftianifm, and all •ther er- 
rors not agreeable to the word of God, and againft all 
thefe tliat adhere to, and own thefe abbminable pra^fces 
and principles, z^/y^ I leave my teftimony againft that 
tyrant that is* now upon the throne,, viz. Charles Stuart, ^ 
\v\ry hath not only broken the covenant, but burned it, 
and overturned die whole work of reformation, which 
he was fworn and engaged unto ; and. is yet going on 
with uplifted hands in his perjury, and making to do 
the like, according to that of Jerobeatti, who made If- 
racl to (in ; and alfo for his fupreroacy over the prero- 
gatives of our Lord, ^Jly^ And alfo I leave my tefti- 
jnony againft thofe called the council of Scotland, who 
at this Hay fleep nor, except they have done mifchief, 
and tlicy are now taking away my life, not having any 
shatter of fz£t againft me eitlier worthy of. death or bonds, 
but only becaufe 1 wQuld not perjure myfelf, and ftatc 
myfelf an open enerr)y to God and his truth, which I 
durft not do, no not for my foul. ^My^ And likewiie 
I leave my teftimony againft that wicked thing called 
the tcft,' invented by Satan. S^^&> ^^^ ^^o againft aU 
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•bonds tfnd declarations fent forth-by thefe who are called 
. the council of Scotland. 6th/y^ And^likcwife I leave my 
teftimony againft cefs and locality payings which is for 
norther life, but to bear down the gofpel of our Lord 
Tefus. ^ *jthlyi' And alfo againft militia money which is 
for that fame ufe. ^ihfy^ And alfo againft all intelligen- 
cers and apprehenders of th^ Lord^s people, Obad. ver. 
I o. ^fyi And likewife aglftift all compearing at courts, 
or coming, out of prifon uponhond or caution, or paying 
of jayior's fees ; for it fays, that we have done tnem 
wrong, whereas we )laTe done thexta none ; and although 
diey be forced to it, yet that Will not excufe them* ror 
th^ere is not a liberty in all the word of God, to fay a 
confederacy with his c^pen and avowed enemies. ioshfy» 
And alfo I leave my teftimony againft the hearing of 
thefi tefted curates, who are thefe that are mentioned iu 
God's word, viz. wolves and bears which would devour 
the Lord's flock, i ifh/y. And againft all the bloodfhed, 
before and fmce Pentland, in the fields and on fcaffblds, 
and alfo in the feas. i2thly. And againft all tlte indul* 

Cices firft and laft, who lay down the fervice of the 
rd at the command of men, and have engaged them* 
felves in that wo, that is pronounced againft fuch as are 
at eafe, when Zion is in trouble $ for. fmce I had anj 
knowledge,! never had any cleamefs for minifters, who 
acknowledged any to be the head of the church but Je- 
fus Chrift. i$tb/yj And againft all fort of compliance* 
becaufe I fee Aere is few that evqr complies with them, 
that ef er gets leave to look behind them, till they be ihc 
full length. And now, I muft tell you I have not been 
free of the thoughts of it this many a day,' that the church 
of Britain and Ireland (hall be upon the borders of Ba- 
ibylon^ before they get a delivery. 

Now, dear friends, ftudy to be diligent in your duty, 
and alfo make good u(e of your bibles, for I have not 
^tten the thoughts of it off my fpirits this many a day, 
that ere long it (hall come to that, that it fhall be dieath 
to the perfon with whom a bible is found ; and alfo I 
xnuft tell you, that there was nothing more confirming 
to me, that they were enemies to truth, than to fee their 
carriage when I was before them. Now I am not tak- 
ing upon, me to prophcfy, but tKey are blind, who fee 
not there are fad days abiding thefe poor lands. Now 
I fay, O ftudy holinefs and labour to follow your duty 
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in fad earnefty for ther^ is a black cicmd of judgment^ 
ready to break i}pon thefe lapds. And now I daro^ not* 
doubt but Chrift is upon his way to return again to thefe 
lands, and O be earneft with him, that he would fp^re 
a rexnnant, and that he would not pafs that fad fcntence^ 
mentioitfed in E^ek. i^^ 6. where he hath given a torn- 
miflion to «* flay utterly old and young ;'* and allb ver» 
lo. whet Me hath faid» " his eye (hall not fpare* neither 
will he have pity." Now, I fay likewife, be eameft with 
hinit that ye may be marked by the roan with the writ 
er's inkhom by his fide, that ye may be keeped in the 
hollow of his hand^ in the day of Scotland's did calami- 
ty. • 

Now, forfake not the aflembling of yourfelves ^togedi* 
• er, and employ your ftrength, m the holding up ef the 
fallen down ftandard of our Lord, and if ye be found 
real inthis duty^ ye fhall either be members of the church 
militant, and fee that glory of the fecond temple, which 
(ball be a glof ious fight, or elfe ye fhall be tranfported, 
and be members of the church triumphant ; fo ye fbaU 
be no lofers, but noble gainers either of the ways, for I 
dare not doubt but that Chrift is upon his way, and that 
he will keep a remnant even of holy feed, which fhall 
yet be the fubftance of poor covenanted Scotland. Now 
I defire to die a preibyterian, although one of the mean- 
eft and pooreft finful things that ever followed K\t\ and 
his way. But O praife 1 praife and glory \o him, who 
hath taken this way of dealing with me, as to honour 
me with fuffering for him, and his controverted truths, 
and royal prerogatives, kingdotn,^ a:iiid fceptre. And 
now, in a word, I am fully perfuaded that it is his truth 
I am fuffering for, and in this cafe., hath both his word 
and fpirit on my fide^and fo>I fhall not be difappointed" 
of my expe^ation. T 

Now, I defire heartily to forgive all Men what they 
have done to me, as I am of myfelf ; but what they have 
dt>ne againfl the image of^ God in me, that is not mine 
to forgive, but I muft leaTe it before the great judge tor 
he decided in his own time, when he fhall arife and plead 
Zion's quarrel. Although men have buried his work» 
and fwom it fhall not rife agaiii, yet the commiflion fhall 
go forth, «„arife apdfing, ye diat dwell in the duft.'* 
But i mkUl leaver it, becaufe my titne is' but fhort j but 
I have one word more 19 fay to the poor reimiant, fear 

not 

- Digitized by VjOOQ IC ** 



joa The i^ Sp^ck and Teftimonj 

aot to yehture VLptm the crofs of Chrift, for ahhough ye 
&t bat th« Uack fide of it at the beginning, yet when ye 
come to a trial upon his truth'^ account, then he i^ll ap- 
pear and be a prefent help in time of trouble^ according 
to hts word ; and the more (harp your trial be, the more 
he will be feen perfecting ftrength in your weaknefs, ac- 
cordizig to that, I&. xl. 29. ** he gtveth povcr to the 
faint, and to them that haVe no might he fncreafeth 
ftrength.'' Ver 31. *< But they that wait Upon the Lord 
iball renew their ftrength,** &c. 

Now i iay, fear not to contend for the truth, but la- 
bour to' be as free of ielf in it as ye can; for 1 can tell 
you, Chrift aiid your Ydoh will not. lodge in one houfe 
together, but if ye can fay upon good ground, that it is 
pure love and s^eal to his glory upon which ye are fuf- 
fering, then I fay, come away for ye (hall not want ex- 
periences to the fulL Many Scriptures I might inftaiice 
for your encouragement in this, but I caAi iay from ex- 
perience, that. he is a prince of his word. 'O! they are 
not to mean who are in the furnace, if the Son of God 
be with them. Fot I may now- fay with godly Mr Ru- 
therford, 'he hath paid me many hundred fold, and one 
• to the hundred.' O ! who would not praife him, who 
hath carried through a poor dwarf mounted upon the 
wings of omni potency. 

Now, my time is but fhort, but I give glory to the 
great name of my God, for my intereA is now made 
fujre» and I have had much of his fweet prcfence, (ince I 
'was a prifoner for him» and his perfecuted truths ; apd 
many times before : And now, I blefs his great name, 
> he hath perfieded his work in mej and I ihali have the 
fuU enjoyment of hsm through all eternity ; for I have 
freclj g^ven away my£el£ to be at ^is difpofal, and have ' 
taken him to be my king, pried, and prophet ; and now 
I think* I may &y with Job, Job six. 3^. «* I know that 
my redeemer liveth, and that he fiiall (land at the lacter 
day upon die eartlu Ver. 26. And though afar my 
ikin» worms deftvoy this body, yet in my flefli ftall I fee 
God : Ver- 27. Whom I fhall fee for myfelf, aad mine 
eyes (hall behold^ and not another ; though my feins bt 
confumtd within me.*' 

Now, my dear friends, I muA bid farewel to yotti and 
Icaire yon 10 htm who hath promifed to be a Httle £iac- 
tiurf to bis o«ro» to be kept by his jAighty power uato* 
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falvation, and alfo I bid farewel to fun^ mooni and ftars : 
And I mad bid farewel to aU the (weec focieties of tlic 
L-ord*s people ; farewel readings and finging, and pray- 
ing ; farewel holy and fweet fcriptures, wich which ma- 
ny a time xorj- ibal bath been refre(hed \ and, to con- 
clude, farewel al! created comforts in time. And weU 
come the fweet fellowihip of angels, and the fools of j aft 
men now made perfeft, and the fweet fellowfhip of the 
firft*^om; welcome Father, Son, and Holy Ghod, into 
'v^rhofe hands I commit my {pirit, for it is thine. 

Sic fubfcrihilur; ' 

ROBERT MILLAR. 

UPON the jith of May 1684, Margaret Lauchlanc . 
in the pariih of Kirkkinner, and Margaret Wilibn 
in Glcnvernock, in the ftiire of Galloway, being fentene- 
ed to^eath for their' non-compliance with prelacy, and 
refufing to fwear the oath oP abjuration, by the laird of 
I)agg, Captain Strachan, Colonel David Graham, and 
Provoft Cultron, who commanded tiiem to receive their 
fentence upon their knee$, which they refuftag, wer<> 
preffcd down by force; till they received it : And f<» 
were by their order tied to a ftake within the fea mark, 
in the water of Blednoch» near Wigtoun ; where, after 
they had made them wreftle long with the waves ; which 
flowing, fwellsd on them by degrees ; . and had fome- 
times thruft them under water, and then pulled them . 
out again, to fee if they would recant ; they cndiiting 
death with tindaiunted courage, yielded up their fpirits 
to God. The former was a widow woman of about fix- 
ty-three years, of a ttioft Chrtftian and blainelefs conver- 
fation, a pattern of- piety and virtue, who having conv 
ftantly refufed to hear the curates, was much purfued 
and vexed, and at length taken by the foldiers, while flic 
was devoutly worfhipping God in her family 5 and bdng- 
indi^ed of being at Bothwel-bridge, Airfmofs, and 
twenty field conventicles, and as many houfe conventi- 
cl€s,^fter fore and long imprifonment, without nece/Tary 
refrefliments of fire, bed^ or diet, at length, fuffcred this 
cruel death. The other, (Margaret Wilfott), a young 
woman, of fcarce twenty-three years of age, after (he 
with h?r brother, who was about nineteen, and her fi&er 
fifteen years old, had been long driven from their fa^ 
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•ther*8 hoiife» and expofed to ly .in dens' and cavems of 
the earthy wandering through the moiTes and mountains 
of Carricky Nithfdale» and Galloway $ going to Wigtoun 
fecretly to vifit the forefaid Margaret Lauchlane, was ' 
taken by the fraud bf one Patrick Stuart, who under^ol- 
otir of friendfhip, having invited her and her .fifler to 
drink with him, offered mem the king's health, and up- 
on their refufal of it, as not^warranted in God's word, 
and contrary to Chriilian moderation, wentprefently out 
jmd informed againft them ; her (ifter was difmifTed, as 
being but fifteen years of age, upon her father's paying 
I col. Sterling for her ranfom i ihe being detained and 
examined, whether ihe owned the king as head of the 
church ? And would take the abjuration oath I Not ^- 
fwering to their pleafure, but adhering to the truths of 
dirift, was in like numner condemned ; and after grea« 
Severities of imprifonment, fuffered the. forefaid death. 
• Being put oft into the water, and when half dead, taken. 
up again, to fee if ihe would take the oath, when ihe re- 
ftitfed to her laft breath ; while her fellow'-fufi5ercr was 
wreilling with the waves, as being put fii^ in to difcour- 
age her ; the perfetutors aiked her, what fbe thought of 
'that fight? She anfwered. What do I fee but jChrift, 
(myiiical), vn-eftling there ? One of the times that (he 
^as taken out of the water, they faid, fay God fave the 
king. - She retummg with Chriilian meeknefs, I wiih 
the iUvation of all men, but the damnation of none. 
Upon which one of her friends, alledgtng ike had iaid 
"what they demanded, deiirell them to let her go ; but 
' they would not^ feeing ihe refufed. to take thue oath. 
During her imprifonment, (he wrote a large letter tohar 
friends, wherein, befides the lively and feeling expreflion 
of her fenfe of <Jod's love, ihe doth, with a judgment 
not ufual for her age and ^education, difclofe the unlaw- 
ful nature of the abjuration oath^ hearing of curates, 
ow^ng the king's fupremacy, which was the thing the 
petfecutors zneant by his authority ; and proves the bc- 
ceiS^ of her fuffepng upon thefe heads. 

Th« 
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The laft Tcftimony of Thomas Stoddart^ who fuffered at 
the Grafs-market of Edinburgh, Auguft 12. i6%s» 

Men, brethren and fathers, hearken, 

I Being to take my farewcl of the world, 1 lejlve thi» 
my dying teftimony, according to the form of the 
Chriftians of old. I baring like the fame ground for it, 
that he had, who ufed that word, that was Stephen* 
who w^s condemned, becaufe. he fpoke blafphemous 
words againft the law and the temple. So becaufe I 
will not adhere to, or approve of their laws, which now 
have power in their hands, they condemned me to' die, 
though they, could not witnefs fo much againft me for 
fpeaking againft them, and they never eflayed to prove 
the fentence upon me : which now I (hall ftudy in a word 
to give you an account of. And firft, I received my fen- 
tence of banifliment, and then notwithftanding of that, I 
was committed to the juftices to abide the ai&ze, and* 
they paft' upon me the fentence of death, for no other 
caufe, as I can give, but becaufe I could not' give fuch 
an anfwer to iheir queftions about the government and 
the king's authority (as they called it) as could fatisfy 
their lufts, and that I durft not difo wn the Apologetic 
declaration ; and fo I humbly conceive it will come to 
this as the ground of my fuffering, that J could hot own 
Chrift's enemies, nor the power that they have taken to 
themfelves agaihft him, nor difown Chdft's friends and- 
their agings, as they required, and therefore I am fen- 
tenced, albeit I owned as much of the authority as any 
Chriftian can be obliged to, that is to fay, lawful autho- 
rity, according to the word of God ; but I ^defire to be 
JTuhmiflive to his will, who hath called nde to this, and 
to have high thoughts of him^ I cannot get words to 
fet him out, but I find fomething to fay to the comnicn- 
datioa of Chrift, as it is faid in Cant. ii. i. He is the 
rofe of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys ; the fweeteft. 
rofe that ever I fmelled, and never fweeter than when 
. under the Crofs, and (iifFering upon his account. Now, 
I lliall not be long, I have told you upon what account 
I fuffer, it is mit of love to Chrift, and by faith in his 
mercy, that I venture upon. it. I Ihall end it -with a 
word, i thought it my duty to adhere -ro the word of 
God, and. to every thing agreeable thereto : And I would 
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fufFer for evciy thing as a ground, which I think is right, 
and taken out of the' word of God, having en couragc- 
nient frbni his bleflcd promifcs Ifa.* xHii. i. But now, 
thus faith the Lor<f that created thee, O Jacbb, and he 
that formed thee^ O Ifraelj Fear not ; for I have redeem- 

f ed thcr, I have called thee by thy name, thou art mine. 
When thou paffeft through the waters, I will be with 
thee. And I' have this to fay alfo> that in all mj- im- 
prifcnn?ents, he was wondefully feen in owning ftie^ and 
carrying me through all the temptations that 1 was tryft- 
cd with ; if I would tell you them all, they would .tak-e 
up. much paper and time ; and time being very (hort, 1 
cannot get it dene ; but I think I muft fpfcak fomething 
to the commendation of free grace, that hath made me 
to frffer all cheei fully. 1 have read in the Apoftle, z 
Tim. ii. II. It is a faithful faym^;, For if we be dead 
with him, we fliiill alfo live with h;m : -If we fufiFer, wc 
fh^U alfo reign with him. It is good at all times, but 

^ cfpecially now. O but the people of this generation be 
greatly involved in fm, by rcafon they are fo greatly and 

- deeply involved in the breach cHf cov-enant ; which thj>' 
it muft not be owned by the laws of the land, yet I dare 
not but own it. I would fain fay as it is fald, 1 Kings 
xvlii. 13. And Eli/ha- fald, As the Lord of hefts livcth, 
before- whc TO I Rand, I will furely ihew myfclf to him 
to-day. I own it before all, and I own myfelf to have 
joined, and do allow it heartily, in -joining with that 
poor persecuted party fo much difbwned ; the thing that 
I did in that cafe, I thr>ught it my duty. I leave my 
ttftimnny to my owning ot it ; and that' I have joined 
myfclf to that which was mod agreeable to the word cf 
God. I leavf^ miy tcftimc ny in behalf of thefe that I join- 
ed wiih, that little handful in their focieties and fcllow- 
fhips, which have. been veiy refrefhful to my fcul, and I 
have been muc^i delighted in thefe ; for I thought it was 
the chiirch of God. • 

And vhcrefore, I leave my teftimrny agairft allAipcr- 
ftiticn and error, contrary to that way I received c>f the 
I ord there ; r.nd every thirg contrary 10 the word ( f 

. God. I leave my teflirrony agalr.ft all unlawful deetl«, 
and all murdering a(5ls and aSirgs whatfocver they be. 
I leave my teftimony a^^airft pnpcfy. and prelacy, ard 
whatfoever plant «s not cf my heavenly Father's plant- 

4.ig, and every thing contrary to found do<3rine, and the 

, , power 
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power of godlinrfs. I leave my teftimony aUb againft 
"thefe that hear the curatci, and againft all them that 
have ikid in effedt» the word is a lie ; that is, becaufe 
they will ijot take it to be their rule ; for that is the on- 
ly Uiing, we Ihould take to be our rule, in all the fteps 
of our fojouming here. Now, I think I muft take my 
farewel of all created comforts, and all the things of the 
world ; which have been fo great a mean to msike many 
of this generation fear at the crofs of Chrift, which is 
much miftaken by the world. He was fo condefcending, 
that he paved the way for poor finners himfelf, and made 
it (Iraight and cafy ; and wonderful it is to think upon. 
The way that leads to heaven is very (Iraight, and very 
eafy alfo to thefe that believe* He is that univerfal king 
that lives and reigns for ever ; and all who fubjeA them- 
felves and obey him, and confent to his terms, (hall even 
know peace, and (hall enjoy his prefence, which it the 
chief of all things, It is peacs with God, that is the 
matter of the believers rejoicing, ajid makes them all to 
flighter with joy in following him, who is the way, the 
truth, and the life ; and whom to know is life evcrlaft-- 
ing ; that doth and may give great courage to thefe who 
love this way of his, that is fo greatly reproached by the . 
people of this generation. I 'think ye may conceive what . 
I mean by the faying of ihis^ And now, my dear friends 
and fellow fufferers, and brethren in the Lord, O but 
the counfcl of the Lord be wife in bringing.me hitherto ! 
And Ifhallfay no more, but touch afc one thing, and- 
that is, That here I join my hearty ^ leftimony with all 
that ever the people of Grod did in his way, and for hi$ 
caufe in his gofpel terms; -to all the blood ihed^for the 
gofpel, in all fields and fcaffolds whatfoever. So I take 
my farewel of all things under heaven Farewel to the 
world, the fleih, and un ;~ and alfo to all friends and re- 
lations, and kinfmen and brethren ; and alio I take my 
farewel of mother and brethren, and fillers , and alfo I 
bid farewel to all my wonted privUeges and onjoyments ; . 
as alfo, I take my farewel of all the fweet focieties, that 
have beenfo refrefhful tomy foul feveral times ; farewel 
friends in Chrift ; farewel fun, moon, and (lars. Wel- 
come heaven ; welcome my God,, and a|igels, and glo- - 
rifled fpirits ; and fo-come Lord Jefas.. ^ 

THOMAS STODDART. . 
. /■ ' 
Cs 3 , Togcthei r 
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> Tog^ether with the foregoing martyr, two others re- 
ceived thefentence of deatlif viz, Matthew Brice aivl 
James Wiikie, who fuffered at Edinburgh, July 27. 1685. 
The former whereof declares in his teftimony, that they 
were infferrogatc only on thefe two queftions. i. Will 
ye take the oath of allegiance ? To which they anfwered, 
No, wp will not take it. 2. Will ye own the authority ? 
They aiifwered, We wi}l own all authority according to 
the word of God. Upon which they were immediately 
aU three fcntenced to be hanged. Whence the faid 
martyr very juftly infers. That they had nothing elfe to 
. charge *upon him as the caufe of his death, but that he 
fpoke of the word of God. His tpftimOny, as to all the 
material heads, is confonant with this, of Thomas Stod- 
.dart's ' 

The laft Tcftimony of Ed<ward Mar/haU of Kaemuir, in 
the parilh of MorTenfide, who fuffered at the Grafs- 
market of £4inburgh, December 4th. 1 6^$. 

FIRST, I leave my tcftimony againft all that have 
joined with the maligtiant party,' either in rifing in 
arms, or in paying of cefs, or any manner of way con- 
trary to our covenants^ and work of reformarion, once 
famous, and maintained by the whole miniftry, noble- 
men, gentlemen, and commons of all forts, but now op- 
pofed«and borne down by the generality of this kingdom. 
And particijlarly againft fuch as once owned the cove- 
nant, and avowed the caufe of Chrift, and are now em- 
ploy injg^ their ftrength for the overturning the fame, as 
it is in PfaJih Ixxiv. 6. Now, the things upon which I 
was acc.ufed and fentenced were, my joining in arms 
with that party at Bothwel, and owning of the truth and 
covenants, and for adhering thereunto ; for they quef- 
tiqned me if I would call it rebellion ? hut I would not, 
but accounted it my duty. Then they aflted me, if I 
would own James VII. as king of Britain ? and I told 
th,em I owned him as far as he owned God, his caufe" 
and people. Then fome of them faid, that "w^s not all. 
Then they aflced if I would pray for the king of Britain ? 
I arifwered this is not a place appointed for prayer. 
Then they laughed, and faid, remove you. 
-■/ Now, dear friends, be not difccuraged, although they 
threaten you with rmpiifonment or death for the caufe 
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of Chrift ; foT he that^cajls you to fuffermg is ^bie fo 
fupport and Jjear you up under it ; for I found more of 
his prefence fince 1 canie to prifon than I did heretofore ; 
for Ghrift fuflPered imprifonment and de^th fqr us, iivd 
ought not we to fuffer for "him. As concerning this, 
^ that my enemies and carnal friends reproach nfe with 
felf-murder, I am confcious to myfelf that it is not fo, 
but out of love to Ghrift and hi^covenanted vrork.- Now, 
I recommend my wife and fevcn children to the good 
guiding" of my God who hath hitherto pro^eiled me ; 
for he has promifed to be a hufband to the widow, and<i. 
father to the fatherlefs, providing they will walk in his 
ways, and keep his commandments. . Now* I reconl- 
xnend my foul to (God, who hath prefefved m€ hitherto, 
and who unexpe(5ledly has (Tngledme put to fuffer for 
him, who am tl>s unworthieft of all fmBei^s ; and I never 
thought that he fhould have fo ^hly privileged me, as 
to account me worthy to give a teftimony for him, though 
fometimes it entered into my thoughts, O if I-would be 
called to it. Now, farewel dear wife and fweet children ;, 
farewel all friends and relations, efpeciiily fuch of you 
as have given up your names to . Ghrift ; farewel fun, 
moon, and all Vorldy enjoyments. Welcome Father^ 
Son, and Jtloly Ghoft, into whofe hands I commit ifty . 
fpirit. 

Stc SuhfcrthUurj 

Eb WARD MARSHALL. 

ON the 4th of December 1685,-fuffered John Nifl>et 
of Hardhill, in the parifh of Loudon, whofe tefti*. 
mony, although omitted in fome of the former editions 
of this book, is now inferted immediately after this fhort 
>:elation concerning him, wrote by one of his near rela*> 
tions, who had full knowledge of the vhole matter. 

About the year 1664, ^^ hav.>ig received the facra* 
ment of baptifm to his child from one of the outed mi^ 
niAers, came to be troubled by the enemies on that ac- 
count; aitd the' curate declaring out of the^ pulpit his 
purpofe %o excommunicate him the next Lord's day, but 
was prevented by fudden death. When that handful of 
the Lord's people reneyred the covenant at Lanerk, and * 
appeared in arms at Pendand-hiUs, hfe engaged in the 
covenant with them, aivi was fore wounded in the iight, 
infomuch tllat he was left for dead, but by God's good* 
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nefs he recovered. And all along teftlfied againft the 
abominations of prelacy, fupremacy, arbitrary govern- 
roent and indulgence, tUl the rifing in arms at'Both'we}, 
where he did good fervice, being not only a zealous 
Chriftian, but a courageous ioldier. After thls> the ene- 
mies fetzed all his goods, expelled his wife and fourfinalT 
children from houfe and hold, oflfered a large fum of 
money for himfelf, but the Lord prdldrved hin^^ while be 
had wojk for him. 

He Was a clojfe follower of the gofpel, faithfully- 
preached ih the fields, was kept fledfaft in the truth from 
extremes on right or left-hand, and was afliftant in pub- 
lifhing the declarations for truth, eniitted during that 
time. At length, in November 1685, being in a poor 
man's houfe in the parifh of Knnick with other three» 
after being fore wounded, he was taken by Lieutenant 
Nifbet's party, the other three being (hot dead on the 
fpot. The Lieutenant having caufed tye him, afked 
what he thought of himfelf now ? he anfwered, I think 
as much of Chrift and his caufe, for which 1 fufiPer, as 
ever ; but I judge myfelf at a lofs, being in time, and 
my dear brethren in eternity, whom you have unjnftly 
murdered. The bloody wretch fwore, that he had re- 
ferved him for further judgment. He anfwered, if the 
Lord ftand by me, and help me to be faithful to the 
death, I care not what piece of fuffering I be put to en- 
dure. He was carried firH to Kilmarnock, from thence 
to Air next morning ; and being brought back to Kil- 
marnock again, was thence tranfported to^ Edinburgh ; 
where, being brought before the council by the foregoing^ 
Lieutenant Nifbet,. who demanded his money for him* 
They interrogate him to this effed. Q^Was you at that 
conventicle ? (naming time and place) A. Yes. Q. How 
many men and arms lyere there ? A. I went there to 
hear the gofpel preached, and not to take an account of • 
what men and arms were there. Q. Which way went 
ye when the preaching was done ^ A. Whidi way we 
could beft think of to efcape your cruelty. Q. Where 
keep you your general meetings ? and what do ye at 
them ? While he was about to anfwer, one of the coun- 
fellors interrupted him, telling, in his fafhion, what jvas 
done at Aich general meetings, and that there was one 
of them kept at Edinburgh ; and afked the 'prifoner if 
he was there ? Who anfwered, No. Then they iaid t 
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him, we hope you are fo much of a Chriftian as to pray ' 
for th6 king. He anfwered, prayer being an holy ordi- 
nance of GoJ, Tve ought to prayfot kings as well as o- 
thers, but not when every profligate bids us. Q^Do 
you own the king as fole'fovereign ? A. He being popifh, 
and that from his youth, and I a proteftant of the pref* 
Dyterian covenanted perfuafion, I neither can nor will 
o\vn bim while he remains fuch. Wliereupon inconti- 
nent, without further procefs, they paiTed fentence upon 
him J which he received, not only with Chriftian fubmif- 
(lon, but with much thankfulncfs, blefling atid praifmg 
God, who had -counted him worthy to fufFer for bis 
name. And during the time of his imprifonroent he 
was wqndei fully affifted, and gracioufly fupportedof the 
Lord under his crofs ; having both aflurance of the par- 
don of all bis finS) and his peace with God, and alfo a 
firm perfuafion of- the juftnefs of the caufe and work to 
which he adhered, and for which he was put to fuch fuf- 
fermgs- Befides the feren wounds which he* received 
w^lien he was apprehended, he had a mercil efs weight <rf 
irons upon him during the whole time of his imprifoa*^ 
mcnt, ~ • / 

.The laft and dying Teftimony of John Njfbet of Hardliill, 
which he delivered to a friend in the iron-houfe, when 
he was taken ou6 to the fca^bld in the Grafs market 
of Edinburgh j where he died, Friday, December 4. 
16S5. 

I HAVE always thougfht, that to live for Chrift, and 
die for Chrift, is a fufficient teftimony for truth ; yet 
now when I am within a few, hours of eternity, to pre- 
vent miftakeSa to fatisfy my dear friends, and let them 
'^know how it is with me, and^o let the world know 
what I die witneffing for, and teflifying againft, I judge 
it proper to leave a few lines behind mc, . 

As for myfelf, it hath pleafed the Lord Jehovah, of 
his fiT-perabundnnt goodnefs, and infinite mercy, power* 
fully to determine my heart to clofe with, and embrace 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, as he is made ofFer of in'theevfit- 
lafting gofpel, for my King, Prieft, and Prophet, And 
tliat conqiieft captivating of me to his obedience, who 
was an heir of wrath, and a mafs oi fin and fmful cor- 
ruption, is the fruit of eledling love, according as it is 
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xnanifeftcd in the covenant of free, free, free grace, will 
evidently appear ifrom thefe.Scriptures following ; which 
he, by the power and concurrence of his holy Spirit, hath 
made effectual to the convincing, converting, ftreng- 
thening, and enabling of me to be his, and to be for him 
through Well, and through woq, through good report, 
arid tnrough bad report ; and they are fb many fwect 
cordials to' my foul, when ftcpping out of time into eter- 
nity. 

Pfal. ex. 3. " Thy people (hall be willing in the day 
of thy power?* Rom. ix. ii. •' Por the children being 
liot yet born; neither having done ^ny good or evil; 
that the purpofe of God according to eledlion might 
(land, not' of works, but of him that calleth. Ver. 15. 
For he faith to Mofes, (See Exod. xxxiii. 19.) I will 
iave mercy on whom I will have mercy; and I will 
have compaffion on whom I will have compaffion. Ver. 
16. So thfeij, it is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but- of God that flieweth mercy." 2. 
ThefT. ii. 13. -r-" God hath from ^he Keginning chofen 
you to falvatioh, through fandification of the fpirit, and 
belief of the truth." Prov. viii. 30. " Then was I by 
him, ais one brought up with him : and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing always before him: Ver. 31. Rejoi- 
cing In the habitable part of his earth, and my delights 
were with the fons of men. 

When I was grappling with fin, Satan and the worlJ, 
and my own wicked and deceitful heart, the enemies of 
my falvation, his words were as props arid pillars to me ; 
fo that though I got my wounds, and was oft fordy 
beat ; yet at the laft I came off vidlorious, by the help 
of him who is God all-fufficient to all who, through 
grace, lay hold on him for help. It is by him, that I 
have fought the good fight, that I have finifhed my 
courfe, and that 1 have kept the faith ; henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown (>f righteoufnefs, which the 
Lord the righteous Judge ihall give me at that day. It 
is by him mining in his word, that I know all my mani- 
fold fins and trangreffions are freely pardoned, and that 
I have a juft riglrt and title to what is exprcfled, 1 Cor. 
i. 30, So that now the guilt and condemning power ot 
fin being fully pardoned by a judicial ndt of God's free 
and fovcreign grace, through the merits of the Lord 
Jefui Chrift, efpecially applied and witnefied unto by the 
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Holy Spirity qpOQ» and to my fpirit, there is no room 
left me to doubt any more of my being freely juiiified 
by him» or my being in union with him, and in a ftate 
of grace ; or the power^ dominion and filch of. (in; ori- 
ginal and adual, being fubdued^ taken off, and waihed 
away by the virtue of the fpirit of fandificatibn, being 
created anew in Chrift Jefus unto good works, and be- 
ing, fan^iiied throughout in foul, body and fpirity and 
. made meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of the 
faints in light> by him who loved me, and gave himfelf 
to the death for me, and redeemed me by power and 
price. 

Now, being in fuch a cafe of communion with him, I 
am pained till I be freed of the remains of a body of fm 
and death, till I be freed of the world and all things . 
therein, ^nd alfo of this natund life, and be poflefled pf 
himfelf, and witli himfelf in his eternal inheritance* 
which is incorruptible, undeHled, and that fadeth not a- 
way f a place which he hath provided for all whom he 
hath fan6tified ; O ! to be there, where I fhall fin no 
more, where 1 (hall be tempted no more, neither feel 
any more of the withdrawings of hlsipirit's prefence, 
and light of his glorious countenance ; but fhall be ever 
with him, fee him as he is, and ferve him for ever and 
ever. 

Now, my dear friends in Chrift, I have always, fince 
the public refolutioners were for bringing in the malig*^ 
nants and their intereft, thought it my duty to join with 
the Lord's people, in witneffing againft thefe fmful 
conrfes ; and now we fee clearly that it has ended in no- 
thing lefs than making captains that we may return to 
JEgypt, by the open doors, that are made wide to bring 
in Popery, andiet up idolatry in the Lord's covenanted 
land to defile it, and thereby to provoke him to pour 
down fierce wrath upon it, and the inhabitants thereof. 
Wherefore it is the unqueftionable and indifpenfible duty 
of all who have any love to God, to his Son the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, to the thriving of, his kingdom, to their 
own foul's falvation, and to the follo«j|Sg generatton, 
"to ad a clofe, conflant, and needy dependance on the 
X'Ord Jehovah's all-fufliciency, for light, for coUnfel, for 
^Iredion, for ftrength and ability, to make confcience 
In* bearing teftimony for him, for his perfecuted truth, 
urork and intereft in thefe land^ vhich was fworn to 
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with uplifted bands to Griod the fcarcher of hearts ; Aiid 
O that herein all could ad a faithful part ^or him who 
hath done fo much for poor wretched us! when we 
were lyingt dying, and rotting in our hlood<*i*ed {ins, 
when pafljBg by us with his love and life-giving viiit, 
laying wnto us» live, liv«. And on the other hand, to 
witnefs faithfully, conftantly, and confcientioufly againft 
all that the enemies have done, or are doing to the over- 
throw of the glorious work of reformadon ; andbanifh- 
ing Chrift out of thefc lands,, by robbing him -of his 
crown-rights, (for he^ and he alone, is head of his own 
church) and by burning the covenants, which are the 
marriage bonds betwixt him and thefe lands ; atid by 
perfecuting his gofpeUminifters and members, who are 
labouring to keep their garments clean, and their hands 
free of all the corruptions and compliances in thefe evil 
times : And however it be, that many, both minifters 
and profcffors. are turning their backs upon Chrift and 
his crofs, reproaching and cafting dirt upon you and the 
teftimony of the day ; yet let not this weaken your hands, 
ftumble or difcou rage you from going on in the ftrength 
of the Lord' your God, to contend earneftly for the faith 
once delivered to the faints, and witnefe a good confcf- 
iion for him and his canfe, refilling unto blood^^ driving 
againft fm ; and herein let your fouls poflefs themfelves 
-with patience : for I aflure fou, it will not be long to 
the fourth watch ; and then he will come with garments 
dyed in blood, to raife up faviours upon the mount of 
Zion, to judge the mount of Efau ; and then the houfc 
of Jacob and Jofeph Ihall be for fire, and the malignants. 
Prelates, and Papills (hall be ftubble, the flame whereof 
ihall be^reat. 

But my generation work being done with, my time, I 
o to him who love'd me, and wafhed me from all my 
[ins, to hfm who has counted me worthy to fuffer for his 
nam^ ; and O that I had many lives to lay down for 
him, and much blood to feal his noble and honourable 
cs^ufe with, even that he who gracioufly pitied, and hath 
now given me the full afihrance of being a nriember of 
his church triumphant, which is the nt^ Jenifalero, and 
the city of the living Gk>d ! 

I die aviheringj t^ the fciiptures of the old iind new 
teftament as the tindonbted word of God, an unncrring 
tule of £iith* and - mainners, and a firm foundation for 
pjjinciple and pradice in the ways of godlinefs and true 
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tioliiiers. 2 Tim. ni, 16. " All fcnptore is given by in-* 
fpitatioii of God, and is profitahle for doctrine, for re* 
proof, for corredtion, for inftrU(5tion in ri^hteoufnefs." 
And the confeflilon of faith, catechifms larger and Ihort- 
cr, as agreeable thereunto, and fafely founded thereup« 
on. 2 Tim, i. 1 3. " Hold faft the form of found words 
which thou haft heard of me, in faith and love which is 
in Ghrift Jellis." Heb. vi. i. *« Therefore leaving thij 
principles of the doctrine of Chrift, let us eo on unto 
perfedkron, not laying again the fouhdation of repentance 
from dead works, and of faith towards God." The fum 
of iaving knowledge, the diredtory for church govern- 
ment in her dodlrine, worfhip, and difcipline. 1 own 
all the attained unto pieces of reformation in the church 
of Scotland, particularly betwixt the years 165^, and 
164^. The covenants national and folemn league ; the 
acknowledgment of fins and engagement to duties. I 
own the proteftation given by the rcmonftrators againft 
the public refolutions, the apologetical declaration, and 
all declarations hi thef to emitted at Ratherglen, Sanquhar, 
an^l.Lanerk; with all dying fp-eechcs and teftimonies of 
thefe who have fealed the truth with tlieir blood, fo far 
as they agree withrGod's holy word. 

I die leftifying againft the woful indulgences, the 
fruits and confequences of which have fo much ftrength- 
ened the enemy, increafed our divifions, widened our 
breaches, and deadened the fpirits, and cooled the zeal 
of the Lord's people, ftumbled and offended th« weak, 
and in a great meafure retarded the tarrying on of a teft 
timony for truth, by condemning the things contended 
for, and reproaching thefe that contended for truth. 

Wherefore I leave >my teftimony againfl: all the ac* 
ccpters thereof^ and all "mlnifters and profeflbrs, who are 
any way guilty of any of the woful defcdlions, and fin- 
ful compliances with the enemie« of truth, or any way 

?;uilty of condemning, reproaching, and ridiculing Mr 
ames Renwick and his correfpondents, or the teftimony 
which jthey arc carrying on. And let all fuch minrftc« 
and profeflTors know, that this their pra^ice at the bed, 
is a denying of Chrift and a (hiftmg of his croTs. 

Now, it is my laft requeft and foul^s defire that alj 

who have made Mofes's choice, " to fufFer afflTiftion with 

the people of God, rather than enjoy the pleafures of fin 

for a fealbn ;" and are true lovers of ZioiiV righteous 
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caufe ; that you fet much time apart, atid moum^ and 
afili<a your fouls, for your original fm, heart-places, 
fms of pexfons and families, fins of kings and kingdoms j 
and for all the dreadful apoftafies, hateful compliances, 
and fmful fidings of minifters and people, with the ene- 
mies of -God and godlinefs, and mourn that there is not 
more faithfulne($ and zeal for the caufe of God arriongft 
his people. Read Pfalm 1. Ezra ix. Neh. ix. Jer. -ix. 
Lam. iii. and Ezek. ix. to the end. 

My dear friends, forbear your contentions and cen- 
furing one of another ; fympathize with and love one 
another, for this is his commandment; keep up your 
fweet fellowfhip meetings, and defirable general meet- 
^ ings, with which my foul has been often refreftied ; and 
vhat is agitate in them, for carrying on of a tefliminy 
for truth, and againft defections, kt it be managed with 
fcripture light for diredion, and wiih zeal temperate 
vith knowledge, and with thefpirit of meeknefs accompa- 
nied with patience and humility. Be always ready to 
give a reafon of your faith, and be much denied to the 
world, to yourfelves, and. to your natural life ; and when 
God in his providence calls you to lay it down for him, 
do it cheer/ully, and embrace the crofs of your fwect 
Lord Jefus with open arms, for he will not fend any a 
warfare on their own charges, . . ^ 

Take for your rule and encouragement thefe fcripturcs, 
with others, that I leave to your own fearch. Gal. v. 
19. •* Now the works of the Jflcfti are manifeft, which are 
•hefe, adultery, fomicagon, unclcannefs, lafcivioufnefs, 
ver. 20. idolatry, witchcaraft, hatred^ variance, emula- 
tion, wrath, ftrife, feditions, herefies, ver. 21. envyings, 
murders, dftinkennefs, revellings, and fuch like, of the 
which I tell you before, as I have alfo told yon in time 
paft, that they which do fuch things (hall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. Ver. 22. Byt the fruifof the fpirit is 
love, joy, peace, long-fuflFering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, 
faith, ver. 23. meeknefs, temperance, againft fuch there 
k no law. Ver. 24. And they that are Chrift's have 
crucified the flefli with the aflPedions and lulls. Ver. 25. 
If we live in the fpirit, let us alfo walk in the fpirit. 
Ver. 26. Let us not»bc defirous of vain glory, provok- 
ing one another, envying one another.". Chap, vi, ver, 
7. " Be not deceived, God i^ not mocked; for whatfo- 
ever a man fowetb, that he ftiall alfo reap. Ver. 8. For 
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• rf John Ni/het of HardhilL y^ 

he th^t foweth to hU flefh, fhall of the fleili reap corrup- 
tion ; but he that lb weth to the ipirit, Ihall of the fpirft 
reap life everlaftmg. 

And fear not at his Aeect, lovely, and defirable crofs; 
for although I have not been able, becaufe of my wounds, 
(that I received at my taking), to lift up or lay down 
my head, but as I was l^elpsd,. yet I was never in^better 
cafe all vaj life ; he has not given me one clrallen^e fuice 
I came to prifon for any thing lofs or more ; but on tlia 
contrary, he has fo wonderfully (hincd on me with ihe 
fenfc of his redeeming, ftrengthening, aiOSfting, fu]>port« 
ing, through-bearing, pardoning and reconciling love, 
grace aivi mercy, that my foul doth long to be treed of 
bodily infirmities and earthly organs, that'fo 1 may flee 
to his royal palace, even the heavenly habitation of my 
God, where I am fure of a rrown put on my head, and 
a palm put in my hand, and a new fong piit in my mouth, 
even the fon^ of Mofes and the Lamb, that*fo I may 
blefs, praife, magnify, and extol him fpr'whAt he hath 
4pne to me, and for me. Wherefore I bid farewel to 
all my dear fellow-fufferers for the teftimony of Jefus, 
wllo are- wandering in dens and caves. Farewel my 
children, ftudy holinefs in all your ways, and praife the 
Lord for what he hath done for me, and tell all my 
Chriftinn friends to pratfc him on that account, Fare- 
wel fw«et bible, and wanderings, and contendings for 
truth. Welcome death ; welcome the city of my God, 
where I Ihall fee him, and be enabled to ferve him eter- 
nally with full freedom ; welcome bleifed company, and 
angels, and fpirits of jull men made pei fecH:. But above 
all, wJcome, welcome, welcome our gldrious and alone 
God, Father, Son, iind Holy GhoO, into thy hands I 
ommit my fpirit, for thou art worthy.' Anicn. 

JOHN NISBET. 
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The laft Speech and Tefliroony of the Reverend Mr 

. Jamel Renwkk, Minifter of the gofpel, who fuffercd 

m the Grafs-market of Edinburgh, February 17th, 

1688. Emitted fiom His own hand, the d_ay before 

his fuffering. 

/ 

My dear friends in Chrift, 

IT hath pleafed the Lord to deliver me into the hands 
of men ; and I think it fit to fend you this falutation, 
A¥hich i exped will be the laft. When I pofe my beart 
upon it, betore God, I dare not defire to have efcaped 
this lot ; for no lefs could have been for hi§ glory and 
the vindication of his caufe on nly behalf; And as 1 am 
free before hhn 0/ the profanity, which ferae, tidier 
naughty, wicked, or Grangers to me, have reported, diat 
I have been . f ometimes guilty of; fo he hath keJJtine 
Irom the womb, free of the ordinary pjollutions of chil- 
dren, as ihefe'that haV? been acquainted with ifiediroogh 
the tradl Of my life, do know. . And now ray Wooctflmll 
, either more filence reproaches,- Or mor^ ripen them for 
judgment : But I hope, it (ball make ibts^ more fparifig 
'to fpeak of thofe who fiiall come after me ; and fo I am 
the more willing -to pay this coft for their inftruftion, 
and my fueceeders eafe. Since I came to prifoa, the 
Lord has been ^uaaderfully kind to me, he halh made 
)>is word to give me light, life, joy, courage, and 
itrensih ; yea, it hath dropped with fwcct fmdli^g 
myri-h unto me ; pptrticuVarly thefe pafiages and prcniii- 
es, Gen.^xxii. 12. latter part of tlie verfc, "For now I 
know that thou feareft God, feeiijg thou h»ft not with- 
held thy fon, thine only fon. Neh. v-ii. jo. latter pait 
cf tlK v«i-fe, Neither be you fotry, f r. the joy of the 
Lord is your ilrength. Job iii. 17. There the wick- 
ed ceafe from' troubling, and there the weary be at 
refl." • , . 

O what can I fay to the Lord's praife ! It wps hut 
little that I knew of him before I came to prifon ; I 
have found ferfibly n^uch of his divine Tlrenglh, n)«e» 
of the joy of his fpirir; and much afiurancc from his 
word and fpirit concerning my falvation ; my fuffcrings 
are ftated upon the matters of my do^ine, for rheie 
was found with me the A^m of my la ft two ferroons at 
Braid's- craigs, which I wrot« after 1 preached ih-^m: 

Tl.c 
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of James Renwck: 3 \ j 

The former whereof was upon PiaL Ixvi. 10. " Bi ftill 
and know that I* aai Goi ; 1 will be exilted anioag thi 
heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. And the latter 
upon ileb. X. 38. No\v the jvnl Ihall hve by faitfi : 
But if any man draw back, my foal Ihall have no pioa- 
fare in him. And fo I was examined upon the applica- 
tion made Uierejn unto the fins of the tiois ; all wh-lch I 
owned once^ and again, as it is to be feen in my inJicl:. 
xnent: And i being tricvl, and an alfize fet, I adhered 
to my former confciJion explicitly j^ fo mjr lentence of 
death was drawn forth) upon thefe heads : 

Ftrfl, Bec^ufe I could not own Jamis VI 1. to be m/ 
lawful fovereign* 

zJ/yy fiecaufe I taught. the unlawfulnefs of paying the 
cefs, exprefsly exa<5lcd for the fuppreifing the f liihfal an i 
free preaching of the gofpel. 

3^^, Becaufe that 1 tauglit that it was the people's du- 
ty to carry arms at the preaching oi' the gofpel, now 
when it is perfscuted, for defending Lhenjfelvtjs, and re- 
fifting of unjuft vioknce* 

J think fuch a teilimony is worth many lives ; and £ 
praife the Lord, for his enabling me to be plain and po- 
iitfve in all my confeffions : For therein I found peace, 
j,oy, ftrength^; and boldnefs. I have met i^nth many af. 
fiiults in prifon, fome from fome of the indal^ed party, 
and others frojn fome of the prelatic ; but by the ilrengch 
of God, .1 was enabled to Rand, that the/ could neither 
bow me nor break me/ I was.allb affaal ced by fome of 
the popifli party, (i fuppofe they were forac of the ec-r 
clefiaftic creatures), but they found none of their pwn-- 
fttiff in me, 1 tpld them, after fundry debatings,' that I 
had lived, and Ihould.die an enemy to their way. How- 
ever, fome that knew me not, reproached me with Jefu- 
itifm. ' I was prefled by fundry to feek a reprieve, aiui 
my anfwer was always , that 1 adhered to^myi^-fefinei; 
confeflion, and if they pleafed to let that appointed, time . 
of my death Aand, let it ftand ; and if they pleafed t;o 
protratft it, let them protra<a if ; for I was ready anil: 
willing bothiO live and die : Howbeit there came a re*' 
prieve for eight days, bnt I had no hand in it. . The/ 
ftill urgedj would I but fay, that I defired time foi* con- . 
ference witli fonie perfon^ anent my principles : I an- 
fwered* that my time was in the Lord's hand, and I wa5 
ia no hefitation; or doubt about my principlts ihyfelf ; I 
P d 3 . would; 
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would not be fo rude as- to decline conference whh any, 
fo far as it hiight not be inconvenient fbr tne in my pre- 
fent circumftanccs, but I will feek it with none. I have 
no more to fay en this head, bat my lieart doth not 
fmite me for- any thing in tlie matters of ray Godf finec 
1 came to prifon. And I can further fay to his praife, 
vith confcioufncfs of integrity, tliat I have walked in 
tis way, and kept his charge, though with much weak« 
nefs, and many infirmities, wlitreof ye have been wit- 
neffesi 

Now, my dear friends in precious Chrift, I think I 
need not teil you, lliat as 1 have lived> fo I die in the 
fafme p^rfuafion A^ith die true reformed and covenanted 
Prefbyterian church of Scotland ; that 1 adhere to the 
.teftijfnony of the day, as it is held forth in our Informa- 
tory Vindicktion, and- in the Teltimony againft the pre- 
fent toleratitjn ; and that I own, and feal with my blood 
all the precious truths, even the controverted truths, 
that I have taught. So I would exhort every one of you, 
to make fure your perfonal reconciliation, with God in 
Chrift : for 1 fear many of you have that yet to do ; and 
when ye come where I am, to look pale death in the 
face, ye will not be a little (Haken and terriied, 'i^ ye 
have not laid hold on eternal life. 1 would exhort you 
to much diligence in the tife of means, to be carefal in 
keeping up your focieties, lo be frequent and fervent in 
fecret prayer, to read much the written word of God» 
and to examine youtfclves by it. Dd not weary to main* 
tain, in your places and ftations, the prcfent teftimony ; 
for when Chrift goes forth to defeat antichrift, with that, 
name written on his thigh and on his vcfture. King o» 
KINGS, AND LoitD OF LORDSy he Will make it glorious in 
the earth : And if ye can but tranfmit it to the pofterity, 
y* may count it a great generation work. Bnt beware 
of the n:?.»>*ifters, that have accepted- of thh toleration^ 
and all others thai bend the way ; and follow them not, 
for the f>ih hath gone doi^Tl TOon them. - Do not fear, 
that the X-o^^ y^Ul caft off Scotland ; for he will ceruto* 
ly return iaigain, and fhew himfelf ^orious in onr land. 
But watch* and pray, for he is bringing on a fad over- 
throwing ftroke, which fliall make many fay. That they 
have ea^Iy got through, that have got a Scaffold for 
Chrift ; and do ni^ regard me prefent fufferings of this 
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vrorld, 'for th«y are not wortJiy to be compared to the 
glory that fhall be revealed. 

I may fay* to his praiiey that I have found his croft 
fwcct and lovely onto me, for 1 have had many joyful 
"hours, and not a fearful thought (ince I came to prifon i 
he hath (trengthened me to outbrate man> and outface 
death, and I am now longing for the joyful hour of my 
ditfolution ; and there is nothing in the world that 1 am 
forry to leave but you : but 1 go to better company, and 
fo I muft take my leave of you all. Farcwel beloved 
fuffercTS, and followers of the Lamb ; farewel Cliriftian 
intimates ; farewel Chriftian and comfortable mother and 
fifters ; farewel fweet fociettes ; farewel ^efirable general 
meetings ; farewel night-wanderings in cold and weari- 
nefs for Chrift ; farewel fweet Bible, and preaching of 
the gofpel ; farc»/el fun, m<jon, and ftars, and all fub« 
lunary tilings ; farewel conflicts With a body of fin and 
death. Welcome fcaffold for precious Chrift ;, welcome 
heavenly Jerufalem ; welcome innumerable company of 
angels ; vtrelcome general afiemblyf and church of the 
firu-bom ; 'Welcome crown, of glory, white robes, and 
fongs of Mofes and the Lamb ; and above all, welcome, 

thou blefled Trinity, and one God ! O eternal One ! 

1 commit my foul into thy eternal reft. . 

JAMES RENWICK. 



AN APPJENDIX. 



Containing fome particulars relating to the foregoing 
Teitimoniesy aiKl other fufferings of that time. 

A fhort relation concerning the Reverend Mr Ruhard 
Cameron f Minifter of the gofpel, who was killed in 3 
rencounter at Airfmofs, July 2%d 1680. 

BECAUSE in the foregoing Speeches, there is fre-» 
quenti mention made of the Reterend Mr Richard 
Cameron, aAd teftimony given to the faithfulnefs of his 
miniftry ; it will not be (perhapsj uilgrateful to fome, 
to infert th« fotto^ring rektion cftomt remarkable things 
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ancnt hts call to the- miniftry , whhcb was rchcarfed by 
hiiTifelf a Ktile before his death ; where ha tolJ fome chrii.- 
tian frienJs, That, after Ws baving gone thrqagh the 
ordinary courfe of univerfity learning, he was a fchool- 
mailer and a precentor to a curate at Falkland, for fome 
time, and at foifie occafions ufed to attend the fermons 
of the indulged mini fters, as he had opportunity. At 
length it pleifed the Lord to mcline him to go out to the 
Seld-meetings ; which when the curates underftood, they 
fet upon him, partly by fl'ktterifs, partly by menacing 
threats, and at length, by more diredl periecmion, to 
caufe him forbear attending thefe meetings. But fuch 
was the ppwerful and wonderful working of the Lord b/ 
his Spirit upon him, that he intirely de^rted thefe* pre- 
latic curates, having gob a lively djfcovery of tbe.finanJ 
hazard of that abominable prelacy. A«id no foonei^w^s 
he enlightened^ancnt the evil, of prelacy, but beginning' 
more narrowly to fearch into, the ftate of ^ings, that he 
might know what was his proper and neceflary duty, the 
Lord was pleafed to'difcover to him the (infulnefs of the 
indulgence, as flowing from that ccclefiaftical fupremacy, 
ufurped by thfe king ; and being zealoufly aflfcfted for 
the hoAour of Chrift, wronged by that craftian acknow- 
ledgment of the magillrate's ufurped power over the 
church, he longed for an oppormnity to give a teftimony 
againft it : And accordingly being in the family of Sir 
William Scot of Harden, who attended the indulged 
meetings, he took opportunity (notwithftanding many 
ftrdng- temptations from Satan to the contrary) to wit- 
nefs in his flat ion againft the. indulgence: Particularly, 
one Sabbath, after he was called to attend the lady to the 
church, he returned from the entry, refufmg to go that 
flay, and fpcnt the day in his chamber, where he met 
with much of the Lord's ^refcnce (as he teftificd).and 
very evident difcoveri^s of the nature of thelc temp- 
tations and fuggeftions of Satan, which had like to have 
prevailed with him before. And upon the Monday, 
giving a reafoh to the Taid Sir William Scot and bis 
lady, why he went not to church with them, he took 
occafion to be plain, and exprels lii teftifying againft the 
finfulnefs of the indulgence, in ks complex .nature, ani 
origaal rife and fpring from whence it flowed ; aiul there- 
upon leaving that fcrvicc, being no further acceptable to 
them ; becaufe pf bii faithfuluefst he.caaM ta the foutl)». 
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and hating met with the R^veWnd Mr John Welch, he 
ftayed In his company a coniijcrable time : who findmg 
him a man- qualifiecl for the minidry, preffed upan htm 
to receive a licence to preach, which he refiifcd for fotoc 
time, chiefly upon this reafon. That he havli^ foch clear 
dtfcoveries of the finfwlncfs of rfje indulgence, could not 
but teftify againft it eipHcitly, fo foon as he ftiould have 
the opportunity to preach in public; and confidering, that 
none of the outed"minifters, who had been of Handing 
and ezperiex>£e in the mtnfitr}f , had yet eipi^efsly declared 
the fmfulnefs thereof in public, he was afraid that his 
being fnlgulaf in it, conlid^ing his youth, and his Bdng 
but new elitered upon the work of tlie miniftry, might 
perhaps make his do^lrine the lefs ufeftd and weighty to 
the pecnple. But the force of this c^jedion being rt mov- 
cd» by Mr Welch's ferious folicitations he wai prevailed 
with to accept a licence from fome of the outed minifters, 
who had not complfed with the mdiilgedce, and were as 
yet preacliifig the g<5fpel in the fields. And having 
pfeached occafionally wJth- Mr Welch and otliers, in 
feveral places of the weftern fhtres, and finding the peo- 
ple wailned and afFeded with his dodrine, by the good 
iiand of God blefiing the word ; he adventured fome- 
times, as tlie Lord affided him, to be exprefs and clear 
in declaring the fmfulnefs of the indulgence^ and of join- 
ing with the accepters thereof ;,whereupon the Aiinifters, 
who had lincenfed him to preach, conceiving it prudence 
not to be fo explicit anent that ftep of compliance, be- 
j»:an to profecute him with cej>fure for his fretdoni in 
preaching againft it ; and called three feveral meetings 
upon that account, one at Dunfcore in Nithfdale another 
at Dendongh in Galloway, and a third at Edinbi>ygh. 

After his return from Holland, where he received or- 
dination to the exercifc'of the miniftry, he went to fome 
of thcfe oiited minillers, inviting and prefling them much 
*to come out and preach in the fields, as they had done 
before the over^throw at Bothwel ; but the perfecution 
being then very hot againft all iuch as had not accepted 
the indulgence and indemnity, they refufed to adventure 
upon that hazard. Wherefore, notwithftanding fuch 
fad difcouragements f^om the proferted friends, and vio- 
lent perfecution by the declared enemies of the reforma- 
tion, 4ie adventured upon all hazard to preach publicly 
in the fields, in order to difcharge the diipenfation of the 

gofpel. 
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^ofpely which the Lord had entrnfted him -with. And 
tie continued fo doing till he fealed that caofe and tefti* 
mony with his blood. Being, after feme valiant refif- 
tance in his own defence, killed by a party of foldicrs 
' under the command of £ai(hal^ and his head and hands 
cut oflF by one Robert Murray, were brought andUid 
before the council, who ordered them to be placed upon 
the Netherbow.port of Edinburgh. 

ANACROSTICK 

, Upo6 the name of' that godly, faithful, and zealous 
minifter and martyr of Jefus Chrift, Mr Rkhard 
Camertm, Done by a true lover of his memory, and 
owner of the honourable caufe which he fealed witk 
his Mood 

M OST noble Cameron of renown, 
A fame of thee fhould ne'er go down, 
S ince truth with aieal thou did* ft purfue, 
> T o Zion*s King loyal and true ; 
£ v'n when the dragon fpew'd his flood, 
R efift thou did'ft unto the blood. 

R an fwfftly in thyChriftian race, 

I n faith and patience to tl^at place, 

C hrift did prepare to fuch as thee, 

H e knew would AOt his ftandard flee. 

A pattern of valour and zeal, 

R ather to fuffer than to fail, 

D id'ft fliew thyfelf with might and main, * 

C ounting that drofs, others thought' gain ; 
•" A faithful witnefs 'gainft all thofe, 

M en of all' ibrts did truth oppofc, 
E v'n thou with Mofcs did efteero, 
. R eproaches for the God of heav'n ; 
O n him alone thou did'ft rely, 
N ot fparing fcr his caufe to die. 



Torfoor, November zSth, 1749. 
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A Relation of fome remaFkable paflages in the life of 
;.jjl^ Mr. DONALD CARGIL. 

THESE foregoing Teftimonies every where fpeaking 
(q 'honourabl3f of the Rev. Mr Donald Cargil, as 
a faitii&jl'rninifteTi^of Jefus Chrift ; a true and full relation 
of 1^'lifcy and more efpccially of his miniftry, would "be 
-very neceflary to a right junderftanding of the ftate of 
tfieir tfeftimony : but by reafon,that there are not in the 
hstfids of the publifhers fuch wellattcfted narrations 
thereof, as might furnifli them with an exadt and full 
hiilory thereof, let it fufl5ce 'at prefent to fet down thefe 
following accounts, colle<5led by that worthy and religious 
gentlefnan, Sir Robert Hamilton of Prefton ; who ulhers 
them in with this perfonal charadter of Mr. Cargil. 
" Firft, faith he, as he was of a moft holy, ftrick, tender 
and compofed- praftice and converfation, fo he was 
aflPeAionate, affable, and tender-hearted, to all he judged 
bad any thing' of the image of God in them : fober and 
temperate in his diet, faying commonly, It was w^ell won 
that was won off the fielh : Generous, liberal and moft 
charitable to the poor, a great liater of covtjtoufnefs, a 
frequent vifiier of the fick, much alone, loving to be re- 
tired, but when about his Mafter's public work ; laying 
hold of every opportunity to edify; in cOnverfe ftiu 
dropping what might minifter gyaceto the hearers ; his 
very countenance was edifying to beholders ; f>f t?l>.%^^^ 
with deep groans : preaching in feafon and out of feafbn> 
upon all hazards, «Ter the fame in judgement and prac» 
tice." , I ' 

There were feyeral things remarkable in the manner 
of his calling to the miniftry ; for after he had perfedled 
his philofophy courfe, at the univerfity of St. Andrews; 
his father, a godly and religious gentleman preffed much 
upon him, to ftudy divinity, m order to fit him for the 
miniftry i but he, thro' his great tendernefs of fpirit, 
conftantly refufed, telling his father. That the work of 
the miniftry was too great a weight for his weak flioulders ; 
and i^equefting him to cominand him to any other em- 
ployment he pleafed. But his father ftill urging, he 
- refolved to feek the mind of the Lord, therein, and for 
that end fet apart a day of private faftinjj:, and after long 
and .earncft wreftling with the Lord by prayer, the third 
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chapter of EzekiePs prophecy, and chiefly thefe wqrds ia 
the firft rerfe, Ton of man, eat this roll, and eo fpeak 
4iDto the houfe of IfraeU made a ftrong impreiuon upon 
his mind, fo that he durft never after refufc his father's 
ckfire, to betake himfelf to that ftxidy, and dedicate htm* 
^If wholly to that ofBce. And having got a caH to the 
Barony pariih ofGlafgow, divine providence ordered it 
foy that the firft text upon which the prefbytery ordered 
him to preach, was in thefe very words of the third ^ of 
Ezekiel, which he had got cleamefs from before ; whence 
he was the more confirmed, that he had God's call to 
that parifh. The parifli had been long vacant, by reafon 
that two minifters of the public refblution party, viz. 
Mr. George Young, and Mr Hugh Blair, had ftill oppo- 
fed the fcttlement of fuch godly^men as had been called 
by thepeoplei and had pradlifed fecretly with the council 
of Glafgow, 4K)t to fuffer any to be fettled there, that 
might be againft the public refolutions : But in reference 
to Mr Cargil's call, they verc by God's good providence 
much bound up from their Wonted oppofition- Mr. Car- 
gil perceiving the lightnefs of the people, arid their nn- 
concernednefs, under the word, was much difcouraged 
thereat, aif3 refolved to return home, and not accept the 
call ? and when urged by the godly minifter not te do it, 
and his reafon afked, he anfwered, They are a rebellious 
people. The minifters folicited him much to ftay, but, 
could not prevail. At laft when his horfc was drawn, 
and he juft about to take journey, being in Mr James Dur- 
ham's houfe, when he had (kluted feveral of the chriftian 
friends that came to fee him take horfc, as he was bid** 
dfaig farewel tp a^ certain godly woman, Ihe faid to h imj 
Sir, you" have promifed to preach on Thurfday, kad 
you appointed a meal to a poorffarving people, and 'Will 
ye go away, and iu)t give it ? If you do, the curfe of God 

- will go with you. This fo commoved him, that hedaril 
not go away as he intended ; but fitting down, defired 
her and others to pray for him. So he remained, and 
was fettled in that parifli, where he contmucd to exercife 
his miniftry with great fuccefs, to the unfpeakable /t- 
tisfadtion of his own parilh, and of all the godly who 
heard and knew him, till after the intro3udion of Prelacy, 

he was firft put from the cxerpifc thereof in public, and 

likewife chafed and purfued for ^e^rcifing it privatelyt 

by the bloody violence of perfecutots* 

/ For 
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. For upon die l^\)x of May, which t^ras then confccrat- 
ed to Kin? Charles, in commemoration of his happf 
f unhappy) reftoration, he bad occifion to preach in his 
own church, it ^ falling upon the ordinary week day, 
wherein he ufed to preacht he faw an unufual throne of 
people cdnte to hear him, as thinking he had preached 
in compliance with that folemnity ; upon his entering did 
pulpit he faid^ V We arc not come here tp keep this day 
upon the account for which others keep. it. We thought 
once to have ble/Ted the day wherein the king came home 
again ; but now we think we (hall have reafon to curfe 
it. And^-if any of you be come here in order to the fo- 
lemnizing of this day, we defirc you to remove." And 
he enlarged upon the unlawfulnefs of fole'mnizing it, 
with fcveral Weighty arguments. , This did extremely 
incenfe the malignant party againd him ; fo that being 
hotly purfued and fearched for, he was forced to abfcond, 
remaining fomedmes in private houfes of his parifh, 
fometimes lying without aD night among broom, near by 
the cityi yet never admitting any proper occafibn of pri- 
vate preaching, exercifing, cateehifin^, vifiting families, 
and other miniftenal duciex. And aJ^er a while he re- 
turned to bis church axid 'preached publicly, and gave 
tile communion, not without great fear among the peo- 
ple, left he ihould have been taken out of the pulpit by 
the.pezfecutors. At leneth, when the churches were all 
vacated of prefby terians by an a^ of council, commonly 
known by the name of the Ad of Glafgow, Middleton 
fent a band of foldiers to apprehend him, who coming 
to the church found' him not, he having providentially 
juft ftcpped out of the' one door a minate before they 
csme in iat the other, whereupdh they took the keys of 
the church door with them and Bepaned. Medn dme 
the council paft an aft of confinement, banifhing him t« 
the North ; but he did not regard it \ land fo being at 
length apprehended at Edinburgh^ was brought before 
the council and (b*i|£dy examined ; being (ignally ftrength- 
ened to hear faithful teftimony to his mafier*s honour, and 
his perfecuted caufe ai|d truths. But by the interpofition of 
Ibme perfons of qualitv, his own and his wife's relations, 
he was liberated. And he returned preftntly to Glafgow, 
and there performed all the minifterial dudes as uh^ n 
be was in his own church, notwithflandipg the diligence 
•f perfecutor3 in feajrching for him. 

E c ^. During- 
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During this tWhc, partly the great gnef^ he conceived 
for the ruin of die work of',Crod in the land, partly liic 
toils and labours of his c^ing» and inconteniencies of 
his acconunodauon, did fo break his voice, that he could 
not be heard by many people together, which was a fore 
ezercife to him, and a difcooragement to«ome and preach 
in the fields* But one day Mr Blackadder coming to 
preach at Glafgow, he eflayed to preach with him ; and 
landing on a chair, as his ordinary was, he ledhired on 
Ifa. xliv. 3. *• I will pour water on him that is thirfty, 
and 0oods on the dry ground,*' &c. The people know- 
ing that his voice was fore broken, were very much dif- 
couraged left they fhould not have heard, by reafon of 
the great confluence ; but it pleafed the Lord fo to loofe 
his tongue, and reftore his voice to that diftindnefs an4 
cleamefs that none could readily exceed him in that ref- 
pe^ ever after j and not only his voice, but his fpirit 
'Was fo enlarged, and fuch a^loor of utterance gif en him, 
that Mr Blackadder fucceeding him fai^ to uie people, 
•• Ye jhat have fuch preaching as this, have no need to 
invite llrangcrs to jpreach to you ; 'make good ufe of your 
ine;?rcy." After this he continued to preach within a 
very little o£ the city, a great inultitude fiill attending 
upon and prpfiting by his miniftry being wonderfully 
preforved in the midk of dangers ; the enemies ieveral 
times fending out fome to watch him, and catch fom^- 
thing from his mouth, i^hereof they iiiight accufe him, 
particularly one day the ^chbifhop of Glafgow fent one 
of his domeftic fervants to take notice what he would 
fay concernmg the prelates ; he knowing nothing there- 
of, was directed of the Lord toiave. theft wordjs in pray- 
er, while he wa« bewailing d>e overthrow of the work of 
God ; what fti^l we fay of the prelates, the good Lord 
make us quit of them, for we will never have a day to 
do well, till once the Lord remove that abominable par- 
ty that has deftroyed the vineyard of the Lord ;, which 
was all that the fpy had to return to his mafter with. 

A little before the fight at Bothwel, he was purfued 
from his own chamber o^t of the town,- being forced to 
go through feveral thorn hedges ; and no fooncr is he 
out, but he fees si troop of dragoons in rank right oppo- 
fite^to him* Back he could not go,'foldiers being evpry 
where pofted to catch him ; whereford be v^ent ^rward 
fiear by the txoop, who looked to himi su^d he to them, 

till 
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till te was gone by them, but coming to Ihc place of the 
water where he intended to go over, he faw ahother troop 
(landing upon the oppofite bank of the water, who cal- 
ledno him ; he made them no anl'wer, but going a mile 
farther up the water efcstped to Lang-fide, and preached 
there next Sabbath witnout interruption. 'At another 
time, being in a houfe befet with foldiers, he efcaped 
through the throng of them, -they taking him to hav6 
been the gq^d-man of the houfe. So mU9h anent his re- 
markable deliveries. 

Among other p^rts of his contendings againd the ene- 
mies of truth^and godlinefs, that which exafperate the 
enemies mod, was the M*orwood excommunication ; 
whcrcin.he, moved with zeal againd the indignities donfe 

• to the Son of God, by overturning his work and dcftrt)y- 
ing his people, delivered up to Satan fome of the moft 
fcatidalous, and principal promoters»and abtfttots of this 
confpiracy againd Chrid, as formally as he could in hii 
circiimdances, who having eameftly fought the concur- 
rente of his brethren, could not obtain it ; and therefore 
was left to do the work hts lone, or leave it nn^oAe, 
which he could by n6 me^s tliink of, considering that 
all other forts of weapons had been ufed againd* them,, 
fave that of ecclefiadic cenfure, and the negledt of it 
might bring upon this church that fevere reproof give'a 
to Pergamus, Rev. ii. 14, 15. for hiving in her com- 
munion the Nicolaitans, and them that held the dodrine 
of Balaam ; and that ford ahimadverfion made upon the 
church of Thyatira, for AiflFering that woman Jezebel, 
Ice. And led the Lord might come and fight againd 
his church with the fword of his mouth, on accoiint that 
fuch were not exprefsly cad out 6f her communio-a. 
Wherefore, in September 1 680, after fermonupon Ezek.- 
xxi. 25, 26, 27. " And tbsu profane wicked prince of 
Ifrael, whofe day is come,'* ^&c. having xhadc a (hort 
and penitent difcourfe on the nature, fubjedl, caufes, and 
ends of excommunication, and declared his motives lead- 
ing him to it; not to.be any private fpirit of paflton, but 

. confcience of duty and zeal to God, he pronounced the 
fentence as follows : ' 

We have fpoken of/ excommunication, of the caufes, 

fubjedt, and ends thereof, we fhall now proceed to the 

adtion, being condrained by the confcience of our duty 

and zeal for God, to Excommunicate fome of thefe who 

E e 2 have 
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have been the commiitcrs of fo great crimes, and auCBors 
of the great mifchiefs of Briuiin and Ireland* but cfpe- 
cially thefe of Scotland ; and in doing of this, we fliaU 
keep the names by which they are ordinarily called, that 
thcY may be the better known. 

I being a minifter of Jefus Chrifty^and having author- 

* ify and power from him, do in his namcj suid by his 
S]mit, excommunicate Charles II. king, &c, — and that 
upon the account of thefe wickednefles. i/?, For his 
high mocking bf God, in that after he had acknowledged 
his oiRTi fins, his father's fins, his mother's idolatry, and 
had folcmnly engaged againft them, in a declaration at 
Diinfermline^^ tl;e i6th of Auguft 1650, he hatli, not- 
wiihdanding of all this, gone on more avowedly in theie 
finis than all that went before hiin, zdfyt For his ^eat . 
perjury, after he had twice, at leaft folcmnly fubfcribed 
that covenant, did fo prtfumptuouily renounce, difown, 
and command it to be burned by the hand of the hang- 
man, ^dlj^ Becavfe he hath refcinded all laws for efta- 
blKbing th^t religion, and enabled laws for eftablifh- 
ing its contrary, and is ftilj working for- the intro* 
ducirg of popery iato their lards, j^bii^y For commsoid- 
ing o^ armies to dcIb"oy the I*ord*s peop][e, who were 
flandirg in their ownjnft defence,^, and for. their privi- 
leges and tights, againft tyrannies, oppreilions, and in- 
juries of men ; •an^ fcr the blood he hath flied in fields, 
on fcaffolds, and in the fcas, of the people of God, upon 
accouut of religion and righteoulhefs, j[they being mod 
willing in all other things to render him qbfedience, if 
he had reigned and ruled them according to his covenant 
and oath), more than all the kings that have been before 

' him in Scotland, s^h/y.^ That he hath been ftill an ene- 
my to, a perfecutor of the true Proteftants, a favonrtr 
and helper of the papifis, both at home and' abroad, and 
bath hindered to the utmoft of his power the due execution 
of juft laws«gainft them, (ithlyy For his relaxing^ of the 
kingdomi)y his frequent grant of remifllons and'pardons 
for murderers, (which is in the power of.no king to do, 
being expreijsly contrary to the law of God), which was 
the ready way to embolden men in committing of mur- 
ders, to the defiling of the land with blood* Liifily^ to 
l>af& by all other things, his great and dreadful unckan^ 
r.efs of adultery and incefi, hrs drunkennefs, his diflem- 
bling with God and man, and performing his promiibs 
where his engagements were finful. &c. 
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I think non^^ that acknowledge the word can judge 
their fentences to be unjuft ; 'yet feme, it may be to flat- 
ter the powers, will tail them imorderly and unformal, 
the^e not being warning given, nor probation lecL But 
f(y aniVrer, there h^ been warning given, if not of all 
thefe things, at leaft of a great part of them ;'and for 
probation, there needs none, the deeds bicing notour and 
public, and the moft of them fuch as thery themfelv^s do 
avow and boaft of. And as the caufes are juft, fo being 
done by a irtinifter of the gofpel, and in fuch a way as 
the prefent perfecution would admit of, the fentence is 
joft ; and there are no kings nor minifters on earth, -with* 
out repentance of the perfons, can reverfe thefe fentences 
upon- any (fuch) account ; God who is the author of that 
► ordinance is the more engaged to the ratifying of thein, 
and all that acknowledge the fcriptures ought to acknow- 
ledge them.' Yet fome perchance will think, that though 
they be not unjuft, yet that they are foolifhly rigorous. 
We ihall atifwer nothing to this but that word, which we. 
may fpeak with much more reafon than they did who 
ufed'it, *' fhould he deal with our fifter as with aji har* 
lot ?" Should they deal with our God as with an idol ? 
Should they deal with his people as murderers- and male--^ 
factors, and we not draw out liis fvvord againft them ? 

A brief relation of the perfecutions and death of that' 

' worthy gentleman Henri^ Hall of Haughhead, who 

fuffered martyrdom at Queensferry, June 3d, i68o« 

HENRY" Hall of Haughhead, having had religious . 
education, began early to mind a life of holiiTefs 5^ 
and was of a pious converfation from his youth ; In tlie 
year i66i5, he was taken in his way to Fentland, cotning 
to the afliftance of his covenanted' brethren, and was im- - 
prifoned with fome others in Sefsford caftle, but by the 
divine goodnefs he foon efcaped thence, through the fa- 
vour of the earl of Roxburgh^ ' to whom the caille per- 
tained, the faid earl being hifr friend and relation ; from 
which time, till about the year 1679, he lived peaceslbly 
in England, much beloved of all that knew* him* for his . 
concern in propagating the knowledge of Chrift in that 
country ; infomuch that his blamelefs and fliining ChriC. 
tian converfation, drew reverence and efteem from his . 
very cncmitjs. But about the year 1678, the heat of the 
£53. perfecution 
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perl^cution ia Seotland, obliging many to wander np 
and down through I^Jorthumberland and other' pHces^ 

^ one Colonel Struthera, intended to feiae aiiy Scotfmen be 
. cobld find ia thofe. parts; and meeting with Hiojiias 
Kcr of Hayhope, one of ij^airy Hall's neateft intimates, 
he was eiigagied in l.^^t encounter upon the account of 
die faid Thoi&as Kerj; who was Jtilled th^e : Upon 
which acx:ounty he was forced to return to Scotland, and 

^wandei-ed up and down darin|^ the hotteft time of the 
perfecutioxvy mostly widi Mr Richard Catoeroa and Mr 
Donald Car^l, during whioh time, befuies his many q- 
. ther Chriftian virtties, hejKgnalized himfelf for a real 
zeal in defence of the perfecufed gofpel preached in the 
fields, and gave fcveral proofs of his valour and courage^ 
particularly at Rutherglen, X)runiclog, Olafgow^ and 
Bothwel-bridge-; whereupon being forfaulted aftd vio- 
lently purfued, to efchew the violent hands of his inde- 
fatigable perfecutors, he was forced to go over to Hol- 
land i where he had not ftay^d long, when his zeal for 
the gerfecuted intereft of Chrift, ai^ hrs tender fympa- 

j^xy with the afiliifted remnant of his covenanted brethr 
ren in Scotla^id, then wandering through the defolate 
caverns and dens of the earth, drew him home, chuiing 
father to undergo the utmoft efforts of perfecuting fury» 
than to live at eafe when Jofeph v^as in affliction, mak- 
ing -Mofes's generous choice,, rather to fuffer affli^ion 
with the people of God, that he might be a partaker of 
tlie fellowfliip Of Chrift's fufferings, than to enjoy that 
momentary pleiafure. the eafe of the woi4d could a£Pord ; 
nor vras be much .concerned with the riches of the 
V^orld, for he ftood not to give his ground toliold^he 
prohibited field preachings upon, when none elfe wonld 
do it : He was a lover and follower of the fftithfuUy 

' preached gofpel, and was always againft the indulgence \ 
he was with Mr Richard* Cameron at theie meetings^ 
where he was cenfured. 

About a quarter of a year after his return /rom Hdl- 
landy being in company with the Reverend Mr Donald 
Cargil, they were uken notice of by xwo blood*hotmds, 
the curates of Borrow dounnefs and Carridden, who 
went to Middleton, governor of Blacknefs qaftll^, and in- 
formed him of them i who having confuhed, with diefe 
blo6d-thirfiy ruffians, ordered his foldiers to follow him 
at a diftance, by two or three together, widi convenient 

intervals 
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intervals for avoiding fufpicion \ and he, (the faid Mid- 
^dleton), and &is man nding up, obferved where they a* 
ligiitea and ftabled their horfes ; and coding to then), 
pretended a- great deal of kindn^fs and civihties to Mr 
Donald Cargil and him, deiihng that they might have a 
glafs of wine together. When they were fet, and had 
taken each a. glafs, Middleton laid hands on them, and 
told them they were hi& prifoners, comn^andrng-in the 
king's name all tlie people 6f the hpnfe to aiUft, which 
they all refufed fave a certain waiter, through whofe 
means the governor got the gates (hut till the (bldiers 
caxne up : And when the women, of the town, rifmg to 
the refcue of the prifoners, had broke up the outer gate, 
Henry Hall, after fome fcuffle with the governor in the 
houfe, making his efcape by^the gate, received his mor« 
tal blow upon his. head with a carabine by Thomas 
George, waiter, and being conveyed out of the tov^ by 
the aSftauiceof the women, walked fome pretty fpace^^f 
way tipon hb foot, but unable to fpeak much, fave only 
that he made foipe fhort refiedion upon a wmnai) that 
enterpofed between him and the governor, hindered him 
to kill the governor, and fo to make his efcape timeouf- 
ly. 80'foon as he fainted, the women carried him to a 
houfe in the country, and notwithftanding the care of 
furgeons, he never recovered the power of fpeaking 
more* Gerieral Dal£iel bein^ advertlfed, came with a 

Sarty of die guards, and earned him to Edinburgh ; he 
ied by the way : His corps they . carried to the Can« 
nongate tolbooth, and kept them there three days with- 
out buria), though a number of friends convened for 
that effed, and thereafter they caufed hury him clan- 
def!inely in «he night. . Such was the fury of thefe 
limbs of Antichrift, that having killed the witneffes,. 
they would not fufier their dead bodies to be decently 
pjut in graves. 

There was found upon him the rude draught of a 
paper» the tenor of it, which was an engagement, i • To 
avouch the only true and livi^ God to be their God,, 
and to clofe wkh bis way of tedemptien by his Son 
Jefus Chrift, * whofe Inghteoufnefs is only, to be> relied 
upon for juftificationj^: and to take the fcriptures of the 
Old and New Teftament to be the only objed of faith» 
and rule of converfation in all things, a. To efiablifli 
in the land righteoufncfs and religion^ in the truth of its 

dodrine^ 
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d6(ftrme, purity, and power of its worfhi^, difclpline and 
government ; and to ftee' the church of God of the cor- • 
ruption of Prelacy. on the one hand, and the thraldom 
of Eraftianifm on th^ oth^. 3. To perfevcre io th« 
dodtrine of the reformed churches efpecially that of 
Scotland, and in the worlhip prefciibed by the Scriptures, 
without the inventions, adornings and corruptions of 
men ; Sind in the Prefbyteri^n government, exercifed in 
feffions, prefbyteries, fynodff, and general aiTemblies, as 
a diftin(a government from the civil, and diftindlly tp be 

. exercifed, not after a carnal manner, by plurality of 
votes, or authority of a fingle perfon, but according to' 
the word of God, making and carrying the fentencc. 
4, To endeavour the overthrow of the^kingdom of dark- 

' nefsj and whatfoever is contrary to the kingdom of Chrift, 
eipecially i^Jolatry and Popery in all its articles, and the 
overthrow of that power that hath eftablilhed and up- 
held it. ^And to' execute righteous judgeiimeiYt impar- 
tially, according to the word of God, and degree of of- 
fences, upon the committers of thefe things eipecially, 
to wit, blafphefny, idolatry, atheifm, buggery, forcery, 
perjury, uncleannefs, profanation of the Lord's day, 

oppfeflion and maligiiancy. ^5. Serioufly considering, 

there is no more fpeedy way of relaxation from the vtrath 
of God, that hath ever lyen upon the lands fince it en- 
gaged withth'efe rulers^ but of rejecting, them, vho have 
fo manifeftly reje(5ted God, — difclain^ing his covenaiit- 
^governing contrary to all right laws, divine and hu- 
man — and contrary to all the ends of government, by 
ena^ing and conlmanding iinpieties, injuries and rob- 
' beries, to the denying of God his due, and the fubjeds' 
theirs ; fo that inftead of government, godlinefs and 
peace, there is nothing but rapine, tumult and blood, 

, which cannot be called a government but a luftful rage 
j and they cannot be called governors, bu^ public 
graflators and land-judgments, which all ought to fct 
Siemfelves againft, as they would do againft pefU)ence» 
^ord, ' and famine, raging amongft yiem*— — Secine 
they liave ftopped the courfe of law and juftice againa ^ 
blafphemers, idolaters, atheifts, buggerers, murderers^ 
inceftuous and adulterous perfons — and have made but- 
cheries on the . Lord's people, fold thexn as ilaves, hn- 
prifoncd, forfeited, 5rc. and that upon no other account^ 
but tVir maintaining Chrift's -right of rulisg over their 

confciciiccs^ 
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conrcieirces^ agaipft Ae ufurpations of men. Therefore, 
eafily folving the obje^Ions ; i. Of our anceftors ob- 
liging the nation to this race and line ; that they did 
not buy their liberty, with our thTaldom, nor could they 
bind their children ^o any thing fo much to the prejudice, 
and againft natural liberty, (being a benefit next to life, 
if not in fomc regiiird above it), which is not an cngage- 
mci\t to moral things: they could only bind to that 
goverrtSnent, which they efteemed the bcft for common 
good ; which reafon chafing* we are free to choofe ano- 
ther, if we find it more conducible for that end. 2. Of 
the covenant binding to defend the king ; that that obli*- 
gation. is pnly in -his maintenance ^f the true covenanted 
reformation, — ^^which homage they cannot now require 
upon the account of the covenant which they have re- 
nounced and difclalmed ; and^upon no other ground we 
are bound to diem y— the crown Qot being an inheritance^ 
that paiTeth from father to fon» without the con^bnt of 
tenants-^. ^J Of the hope of their returning from thefe 
courfes, whereof ihere is none ; feeing they have fo of- 
ten declared their pu.rpofes of petfevcrmg in them. And 
fuppoife they (hould diflexnble a repetitance, — ^fuppoiing 
atlb they might be pardoned for that which is done— 
from^whofe g^tlttnefs the laiid cannot be.dcanfed, but 
by executing God's righteous judgments upon them,— 
yet they cannot now be believed after they have violated 
all that human wifdom could devife to bind thetn. 

A Lift of the Banift^d. 

TO fpeak nothing of thpfe whom the cruelty of. the 
perfibcutors farced to a voluntary exile, of whom 
there ^an be no particular account had, beiides the fix 
or feven minifters that were banifhed and went to Hol- 
land, and eigbtcountty pjeopTe to Frarce, feveral others 
to Barbadoes, before the ye;ir 1 666 ; after the year i 678, 
theie were baniftied to be fofd for flaves, for the fame caufe 
for which others fuffered death athome, of men and. 
women about 1700, viz. anno 1678, to Virginia 60, 
whereof three or four were mrnillers, who were all by 
the mercy of God delivered at London, item, apno 1679, 
of the prifoners taken -at Bpthwel, wer^ banithed to 
America 2$qj who were taken away by — Paterfon 
.merchant at Leith, whcrtranfadted for them witl^ Provoil 

Milns, 
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Milnsy laird of Barnton, the man that firft burnt the co- 
venant ; •v^rhereof 200 wdre drpwned by tkip wreck at a 
place called the Mule-head of Darncfs near Orkney, be- 
ing (hut up by the faid Pate'rfon's. ordei' beneath the 
hatchets, 50 efcaped ; whereof the names, fo many of 
them as couW be had, follow; thefe who efcaped are 
printed in ItoTte characters, for djftin<5tion*s fake. Out of 
the (hire of Clydfdale and city of Glafgow, Francis Wo- 
drow, Walter M*Kechnie, Alexaader Pirie, William 
Miller. Out of the parifh of Govan, Andrew Snadgrafs. 
Out of the parifli of Kilbride, Robert Auld, John Stni- ^ 
thers, James Qark, John Clark, William Rodger. Out 
of ^he parifh of Shots, Peter Lermont, Robert Ruffel, 
John Aitkin, Robert Chalmers, John Thomfm^ John 
Killen, Alexander Walker. Out ot the parifh of Cam* 
bufnethen, Wtttiam Seular. Out of the Monklands, WiUiam 
Waddel^ William GrinlaW, Thomas Mathie, William 
Milley, John Wynct, James Waddel, John G^dnetf 
Thomas Barton. Out of the parifh of Bothwel, 
Moray William Breakenrig. Out of the parifh of Evan- 
dale, John Caimduff, John Cochran, Robert Alifon, 
Andrew Torrence, Thomas Brownlee, John Watfon, 
William Alifon, Andrew Aiton. Out of the parifh of 
Caldier, IVtfftam Fram. . Out of the parifli of Glasfoord, 
John Miller, John Craig. Out of die parifh of Cam- 
wath, Thpmas Crichton, Jaimes Couper. Out of the 
parifh of Quathquon, James P^nman^ James Thomfon^ 
Thomas WiBbn. Out of the parifh of Carftairs, Thomas 
Swan. Out of the parifh of Biggar, John Rankin. Out 
of the parifhof Lefmahego, George Wrer, Robert Wicr, 
George Drqfin* Out of the fhire of Air and parifh of 
Finnick, James Gray, Andrew Buckle^ David Curric, 
David Bitchet, Robert Tod, John White, Rdtert Wallace^ 
John Wylie, William Bttchet. Out of the parifh of 
Loudon, Thomas Wylie. Out of the parifh of Damd- 
lingtpn, Hugh Simpfon, Walter Humper, WeJter Hum- 
far younger, Hugh'Camerenj ^inlin M^Adam. Out of the 
parifh of Cumluck, John Gemil, James -Mirrie, Out of 
the parifh of Ochiltree, Andrew Welch. Out of the pa- 
rifh of A\iehinlcck, Andrew Richmond. Out of Din- 
donald, Andrenv Thonifon, Out of Mauchlin, William 
Reid, William Drips. ' Out of the parifh of Moorkirk, 
John CampbeU Alexander Paterfon. Out oT the parifh 
of Digen, James Boufton. Out of the parifh of Gauf 

ton, 
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ton, James Young, George C^mpbel. Out of the parifli 
of Ktlmarnockt Tboxaa^ Finl^iy, John Cuthbqrtfon, Wil* 
liam Brown, Poihrlck IVatt^ Robert AndeiTon, James 
Anderfon* Out of the parifli of Stewarton,^ Thoma$ 
Wylic, Andrew Wylie, Robert Wylic. Out of. the pa- 
rifhpf Bar, Alexander Burden. Out of the pvift of 
ColmoneU Thomas M*Qlurg, John M^Comock, John 
M*Clellen. Out of the parifh of Girvan, William Cald- - 
wcL Out of the parlfli of Dairy, David M'Cubin, Wil- 
liam M*Culloch. Out of the parifli of Maybole, William 
Rodger, Murigo Eccles, John M*Whirter, Thomas Horn» 
Robert M'Garron, John M'Haric- Out of the parifli of 
Craigici George Dunlar. Out of the parifh of Straiton, 
James M'Murrie, Alexander Xamb,^ George Hutchefon. 
Qut of the parifh of Kirkmichael, John Brice, Robert 
Ramfy, John Douglais, John M'Tire, James M*ConnclU 
Out of the parifli of Kirkofel, John White, Thomas 
Germont. Out of the fhire of Fife and parifli of Ncw^* 
bum, James Beal. Out of the parifli of Largo and Kil- 
conquhar, Andrew fric, James Kirk^ Out of the parifl\ 
of Ceres't John Kirk, Thomas Miller. Out of the parifli 
of Stramiglo, Robert Bog. Out. of the town ef Kin-» 
rofs, James L'dburn. Out of the parifli of Orwel, Robert 
Kirit Robert Sands. Out of the' fliire of Perth and parifli 
of Kilxnadork, John Chriftifon. Out of the parilh . of 
Kincardine, Patrick Keir, John Donaldfon. Out of the 

. parifli of Glendovan, John Mulre, Andrew Muirc. Out 
of the fliirc of Rei^frew and parifli of Eaft wood, James 
Cunnigham. Out of the parifli of Neilfton, John Govan, 
Out ot Paifley> William Buchan, William Auchinclofc. 
Out of the fliire of Lennox and parifli of New-Kilpatrick, 

. Jame Finlayfon. Out of the fliire of Stirling and parifli 
of Drummond, Daniel Cunningliam. Out of the parifli 
of Kippen, James Galbraith. Out of Gargunnock, 
Thomas Miller, Patrick Gilchrrft. y^m^/ Sands, Thomas 
Brown, James Buchanan. Out ot the parifli of St Nini- 
ans, Thomas Thdmfon^ jindreiu Thomfouf. John Neilfon, 
John M*Nure« Out. of the parifli of Deony, Jaipes 
M'Kie, Out of the parifli of Airth, ^Vsidrew Young, 
John Morifon, Robert Hendrie. Out of tne parifh of 
Falkirk, Hugh Mm^omerU. Out of Morrenfide, Thoma*, 
Pbalp. Out of the fliire of Wcfl-Lbthian, in the parifli 
of Torphican, John Allan, John Thomfon, John Pender^ 

James Eaftan, yohn £i^o«, Andrew £afton, John Addie, 

Alexander 
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Alexander *Bi(hop. ' Out of Oalnuuuuie, John Thonfom. 
Out of Livingftouni Thomas Ingles, Patrick Hamil- 
ton, John Beil, Patrick Wilfon, William Younger, 
William Hendeifon, John SteTen. Out of the pariih of 
Ktrkliftoun* John Govan. Out of Bathgate^ l>avid 
Ralton. Out of the pariCh of Abercorn, John Gib,. James 
Gib* Out of the parilhof Linlithgow, Thomas Borth* 
wick* ^Oiit of the pariih of KinaeiU, Andret^ Murdoch. 
.Out of the (hire of Mid Lothian and parifh of Calder, 
Jaines Steel, Thomas Gilchrift, James Graze, John 
Ruflel. Out of Mid Calder, John Brown, Alexander 
Mutraj* Eaft Calder, Dmvid Samuel^ Alexander Bii&t* 
Out ot the parifli of btow, Thomas Pringle. Out of the 
parifli of Temple, James Tinto. Out* of the pariih of 
Liberton, Tbaiuu M^Kenw. Out of the pariih of Chrich- 
toun, James Fork. Out of the parifh of Cranftouil, 
Thomas Williamfon, Out of the town of MuiFelbttrgh, 
WiUiamReid. 

Out of the fiiire of £aft-Lothianf and parifli of Dun- 
bar,^ James Tod* Out of the (hire of hfithidale,. and pa- 
rifli of Glencairn, David Mackerrail, John Sergufon, 
Robert Milligan, John MUBgoHf John MwrJocb^ Jfoin 
Smiibf WUfum Firgufon^ James Colvil^ Thomas Rolper* 
Out of the parifli of Cloftbum^ Thomas Milliean, John 
Kennedf.' Oat of the ftire of Galloway^ ana parilOi of 
Kirkcudbright, James Corfan, Andrew Macquban^ y^im 
Macbartmy^ John Macgk. Out of the parifli of Bal- 
maghic, Robert Ca/dowt James Houftoun. Out of the 
panfli -of Kelton, James Donaldfon. ' Out of the parifli 
of Kilmackbrick; Robert Brown, Samuel Beckj Samuel 
Hannaf . Out of the parifli of Pennin^am^ John Mac- 
tagart, Akmander Murray, Out of the parifli of Borgue, 
Andrew Sprot, Robert Brice, Johm Rtchardfon^ John 
Marfittf John Brice, William Thoinfon. Out of the pa* 
rifli of Girthon, Andrew Donaldfon. Out of the parifli 
of Dairy, John Smithy John Malcolm, Out of Iroxigraj, - 
Andrew Wallet. Oat of Balmaclellen, JobnEdj^ar. 
Out of Lochruun, Andrew Qlark. Out of-Etrick or 
Forrefl, John Scot. Oat of the parifli of Gallafiiiells, 
Robert mac0^ Robert Young. Out of the ihirea of 
Meife and Teviotdale, and parifli of Nethen, Samnel 
Nin>et, John Deans, James Atcktfm. Out of the parifli 
of Cavers, James Lddon^ Jamts Glafgw^ WMam Glqfysmf^ 
John Greenfhi^lds, Richard Young, Samttel Douglasf 
• 3 . Jm 
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James Ttmngi James Hobkitk. Out of the tovm of KelTof 
William Hardie. Out of th^ town of Jedburght John Ma-r 
then Out of the parifh of Ancrumy George RutherfordJ 
Out of the parifh of Sprouftoni Waller Waddel, and 
Thomas Cairns. Out of the parifh of Melrofs, John 
.young and Andrew Cook. Out 0f the parifh of Cafllc- 
toun, William Scot, John Pringle, Alexander Waddel^ 
and John Unnes. Out of the parifh of A^ii'k, William 
Herd% Out of die parifh of Bandon* Andrew Newbig- 
ging. Out of the parifh of Sudon, James Cuflon, Wil* 
Ram Snbanfton^ John Elliot. Out of the parifh of Hob« 
kirk, John Oliver. 

Thefe feven following, were fentenced andbanifhed to 
Wefl Flanders, who-departed the kingdom, March 4tb, 
2 684. Thomas }aCkfon, George Jackfon, James Forrefl 
elder, James Forrefl younger, John Coline, James Goiir- 
lay, Gillies. 

Afterwards were banifhed to Carolina, thirty who 
were tranfported in James Gibfon's fhip, called fome* . 
time Baillie Gibfon in Glafgow, of whom it is obfervable, 
that in God^s righteous judgment he was caft away ^ in 
Carolina bay, when he commanded in the Rifing Sun. , 
They received their fentence, June 17 th 1684; The 
names of fuch as fublcribed the joint teftimony, are 
thefe, Matthew Maohan, James MH[^lintock, John Gib* 
fon, Gavin Black, John Paton, William Ingles, John' 
Young, John Gait, John Edwards, Thomas Marfballj> 
George Smith, Wiuiam Smith, Robert Urie, John 
Buchanan, Thomas Bryce, John Symon, Hugh Symon, 
William Symon, Archibald Cunningham, John Alexan- 
der, John MarfhalL 

Thereafter in July 19th. 1684. John Mathifon> John 
Crichton, James M<Gachcn, John M'Chefnie, James > 
Baird were banifhed to New Jerfey in America. There- 
after were taken away in banvfliment by one Robert 
Malloch, fourteen men, whofe names are not recorded 
Anno l(A^. In the time of Queensberry's parliament,* 
of men and women were fent to Jamaica two hundred.' 
And the fame year, one P^tlochie tranfported to Ne^ 
Jerfey one hundred, whereof twenty-four were women. 
And in the fame year, thirteen more were fent to Bar-- 
badoes 1 Their names are not in the h^&nds of the pub- 
lifhers, if they be at all recorded. Anno 1687, jone and 
twenty men and women were feat to Barbadoes, wKofe- 
Ff , names 
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names that fubfcribed the joint teftimony, are as follows, 
John Ford, Walter^MacMin, Adam Hood, John Mac- 
Ghie, Peter RufTel, Thomas Jackfon, Charles Dougal, 
James Grifton, John Harvie, James Forfyth-, George 
Johnfton, John Steven, Robert Young, John Gilfillan* 
Andrew Paterfon, Jol)n Kincaid, Robert Main, James 
Muirhead, George Muir, John Henderfon, Anaple 
Jackfon, Anaple Gordon, Jean Moffat. Anno 1687, 
March 30th* were banifked to Barbadoes, John Stew- 
art, Jame/Douglas, John RufTel, Jaaftes Hamilton, Wi- 
liam Hannay, George White, Gilbert M'Culloch, Tho- 
mas Brown,^John Brown, William Hay, John Wright, 
John Richard,' Alexander Bailie, Marion Weir, BefTj 
Weir, Ifabel Steel, llabel Cafllls, Agnes Keir. 

A fhort account of thofc who were killed in the open 
fields without trial, conviftion, or any procefs of law, 
by the executioners of the council's murdering edid, 
■whofe names are here' fpecified. 

TO give an account of the many hundreds, who ei- 
ther died or contra^ed their deaths in prifon, by 
the feverities they.rnet with of cold, hunger, thiril, want 
of room an'd air, fetters, tortures, fligmatizing, whip- 
ping, &Ci Would be a work of immenfe labour, nor 
can any full account thereof be had, confidering both 
the'vaft nymbers of fuch,'and the negle0 of writing me- 
moirs of thefe things, or their being feized^by the perf^- 
cutors, who were induftrious to fupprefs fuch accounts 
of their own villanies from the view of pofterity. The 
number of fuch as fudered und^r colour of law, and 
judicial trial, from Mr. James Guthri^ the firft, to Mr 
James Renwick the laft, has been computed to amount 
to about 140. But the counfellors, willing to eafe 
themfelves of that lingering way of doing bu^efs» not 
content with popery's gradual advancement, were for 
doing their work all at once*; and accordingly authorif- 
ed captains, lieutenants, ferjeants, and fmgle fbldicrs to 
fhoot all fufpedeil perfons, wherever they could catch 
them, without furdier trial of their pretended crimes. 
And accordingly betwixt the years 1682, and 1688. 
when* a revolution of affairs pufa flop to their career of 
bloodfhed, there were murdered in the, open fields, the 
following perfons, befides others^ that no cerum lift has 
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been got of, as they are enumerated in a print, intitleJ^ 
a ihort memorial of the fuflFerings and grievances of the 
prefbyterians in Scotland. Printed in the year l6oo« 
Which is as follows. 

John Qraham of Clavcrhdure, vifcount of Dundee, in 
the year 1682. with a pafty of his troop, purfued Wil- 
liam Graham in the parifh of in Galloway, 
making his efcape from his mother's houfe, afid overtak- 
ing him, inftantly (hot him dead. Itemy The faid Cla- 
verhoufe, together with the earl of D unbar tx>n and lieu- 
tenant-general Douglas, caufed PeterGillies, John Bryce, 
Thomas Young, (who was taken by the laird of Lee,) 
William Fiddiion and Jolin Buiening to be put to deatii 
upon a gibbet^ without legal trial or fcntence, . fuflFer- 
ing them neither to have a. bible, nor to pray before they- 
died^ at Mauchlein, 1684. //^/»» The faid, Claverhoufe 
commg to Galloway, in anfwer to the vifcount of Ken- 
mure's letter^ with a fmall party, furprifed Robert Stew- 
art, John Grier, Robert Fergufon and James Mac-Mich- 
ael, and inftantly (hot them dead at the water of Dee in 
Galloway, December, 1683. Thdir corps being buried. 
Were at his own command raifed again. Itenh, The faid 
Claverhoufe, in May 1685, apprehended- John Brown 
in Priefthill, in the pariih of Moorkirk, in the fhire of 
Air, being at his work, about his own houfe, and Oiot 
him dead before his own door in prefcnce of his wife. 
Jtenty The faid Claverhoufe authorifed his troop to kill 
Matthew Mtcklewrath, without any examination^ in the 
parifli of Golmonel in Carrick, Anno 1685. Colonel James 
Douglas, brother to* the duke of Qucenfberry, together 
with lieutenant John Livingfton, aatl a party with them, 
furprifes ^yq men iii a cave at Ingle fton in the parifli 
of Glencairn, being betrayed by Andrew Watfon ; Their 
^ names were, Jomi Gibfon, Robert Grierfon, Robert 
Mitchel, James Bennoch and John Edgar, all which were 
at the command of the faid Colonel Douglas brought 
forth and immediately fliotdead, without giving themfo 
much lime as to recommend their fouls unto God. One 
John Fergufony fometimes a profefled friend, thruft one 
of them through, fuppoling he was not dead : This was 
done in the year 1685. '//«», the faid colonel James 
Douglas apd his party (hot to 4eath John Hunter, for 
no other alledged caufe, but the running out from the 
boufe at Corehead» the fame year 1685. Itenii The faid 
F f 2 colonel 
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colonel or lieutenant-general James Donglas, with lien- 
tenant Livingfton and coronet James Dottfi;las» furprifed 
fix menUt prayer at the Calduns in the parim of Minlgaf ; 
viz James^Dun, Robert Dan Andrew Mackale, Thomas 
Stevenfon, John Maclude, and John Stevenfont in 
January, 1685. Item^ The faid colonel James I>oa« 
glas canfed take Andrew Macquhan out of his bed» fick 
of a ferer, and carry him to Newtown of Galloway, and 
the next' day (hot him dead, theforefaid year 1685. Ittm^ 
The faid colonel or lieutenant-general Douglas com- 
manded Thomas Richard an old man of feventy years, 
to be fhot in time of prayer ; (he was betrayed and tak- 
en by Peter IngliO Anno 1685, at Cnmnock in Kyle. 
Captain Douglas finding; one • Mowat a tajlor, 

merely becaufe he had iomc pieces of lead belonging to 
his trade, took him, and without any farther trial ihot 
him dead, between Fleet and Dee in Galloway, lum^ 
The faid captain Douglas and his men, finding one 

Achenleck, adeaf man,f6r not making anfwer, 
thro* defed of his hearing inftantly (hot him dead off 
horfeback, near Carlin-work, Anno 1685. Sir Robert 
Dalziel and lieutenant . Straton, having iq>prehended, 
Daniel M^Michael, not able to flee, by reafon (rf* his being 
fick, and detained him twenty four hours prifoner, took 
him out and (hot him at Dalveen, in the pariih of Dur* 
ifder in Nithfdalej January, 1685. Item^ The faid cap- 
tain DalzieU and lieutenant Straton, with their men, 
found William Adam hiding in a buffa, and inibintly 
killed him, at the Wal wood in Kyle, February, 1685. 
Cap'tain Bruce, captain of dragoons, apprehended James 
Kirko, carried him to Dumfries, detained him prifoner 
one night, next day brought him forth to the water fands, 
and without any procefs ihot him dead. The dying man 
defired a little time to make his peace with God 4 The 
captain anfwered, oftener than once or twice, Devil a 
peace ye get jnore made up. 

Some gentlewomen coming to beg his life were hin* 
dercd by one John. Craig of Stewarton ; the forefaid 
Dalzicl's fecond fon was one of them that fhot him, 
though without command, June 1685. lum^ The faid 
captain Bruce furprifed at Lochenkithil, in the pariih of 
Kirkpatrick in Galloway, ixit men, and infbntly killed 
dead four of them, viz. John Gordon, William Stewart, 
"William Heron, and John Wallace, and carried the o- 
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ther two Edward Gordon and Alexander MacUbme prU ' 
foners, and the next day 'he and monftrous Lagg, with- 
out any trial CK^ifed hang, them upon a growing tree 
4iear thd kirk of Irongray, and left them there hanging, 
February 1685. Itcmy The faid captain Bruce and his 
men took out of his b^d William MacHaflie fickofa 
feveri and (hot him inftantjv, in the parifli of Straton in 
Carrick, January 1685. tum'^ James Douglas coronet 
of dragoons, commanded to fhoot'John Scmple, elTaying 
to efcape out of a window, in the parifh of Dellie, Anno 
1685. Kilkerron (hot him. Item^ The faid coi'onct 
Douglas apprehended Edward Mac Keen, and by fearch 
finding a flint ilone upon him, prefently (hot. him .with- 
out any further trial, February 1685. Xieutenant gen- 
,cral Drununond commanded without any procefs of 
trial, John Murchie and Daniel Miklewrock to be in- 
ftantljrlhot after they were taken, in the parKh of Col? 
monel in Carrick, Anno 1^5. At the fame time. his 
foldiers did (lioqt dead Alexander Lin. Captai;n Ingles 
and his dragoons purfiied and killed James Smith at the 
bum of Ann in Kyle^. 1684^ Peter Ingles his fon killed 
one John Smith in Cunninghajn, r 685. ^Ilemi The faid 
Peter or Patrick Ingles killed one James White, ftruck 
off his head with an ax, brought it to Newmilns, and 
plaid at the foot-ball with- it, he killed him at Little- 
blackwood the forefaid year 1685'. //rf>n, The faid Peter 
Ingles fhpt John Burrie, with his pafs in his hand in 
Evandale, April 1685. Major Balfour, together with 
captain Maitland and their party, apprehended at their 
work, Robert Tom, Johti Urie, and Thomas Cook, and 
inftantly fhot them arPotaadee nearGlafgow^ May 1685. 
Colonel Buchan, with the laird of, Lee and their iilen, 
Ihot John Smith in the parifh of Lefmahego, February 
1685. Lieutenant Lauder fhot to death William Shilli- 
law at the Woodhcad on the water of Air, Anno 1685'. 
Lieutenant Niftet and his party,- ihot to death John Fer- 
gufon, George Wliitbum, and Pajtrick Gemmil in the , 
parifli of Finnick, in the faid year. Lieutenant Murray 
and his party fliot one John Brown after quarters given 
at Blackwood in Clydfdale, March i685« Lieutenant 
Crichton did njoft barbarou(ly after quarter, flioot Da- 
vid Steel, in th6 parifli of Lefmahego, December 1686.- 
The laird of Stenhoufe, Sir Robert Lautie of Max- 
wfiltoa,.and John Craig of Stewartoun, did itftigate and 
Ff J ^ urge:, 
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urge coronet Bailie's party of dragoons to {hoot William 
Smith in HiU^ after he had been prifoner one night, (It 
was the day of Maxwdlton*s daiightei ^ marriage)* who 
alfo refufed to let him be. turied in the church yar^ 
This Douglas of Stenhoufe being a laird of mean eftace, 
was advanced for fuch iervice as this, and his excelBve 
harafling, fpoilin'g, and fining of the people of God, and 
becaufe ke was a papift, to me honour of beinf; fecretary 
for Scotland to James VII. But the wicked's honour is 
Ihort lived, his name is extin(^, having neither root nor 
branch, male or female, nor any remembrance left unto 
him. The faid Laurie of Maiwelton's fteward reported 

^ that a cup of wine delivered that day into his hand, tum^^ 
ed int« cbhgealed blood ; but be that as it will, himfelf 
died by a fall from his horfe fome years after. Sir James 
Johnfton of Wefterhall, caufed apprehend Andrew Hyf- 
lop in the parlfh of Hutton in Anandale, and delivered 
him up to Claverhoufe, and never relied until he ecthim 
ihot by^Ciaverhoufe*s troops; Claverhoufe would have 
delayed it, but Wefterhall was fp urgent, that Claver- 
houfe was heard fay, that man's blood (hall be upon 
Wefterhall. At length upon his - urgency, Claverhoufe 
ordered a Highland captain who was there to do it« but 
he refufed ; and drawing o£F his Highlanders to a con« 
venient diftance, fwore, that her nain-fell would fight 

- Claverheufe and all his dragoons firft. Whereupon be 
caufed three of his own dragoons do it. May 1685. It 
is x>bfervable of ^is Wefterhall, that he was onCe a great 
profeffor, and one who had fwom the covenant, and 
' when die teft was framed, he bragged that he was an 
adhial covenanter, and fcomed the teft; but when he 
bad the trial, he embraced it and became a bittef enemy 
to the work and people of God ; and^is man having 
been taken in his {ground, he would have him (hot, to 
give proof of his loyalty. He died about the revolution, 
iii great torture of body by the gravel, and horror and 
anguifti of confcience, in(bmuch mat his cries were heard 
at a great diftance from the honfe^ as a warning to all 
fuch apoftates. Sir Robert Grierfon of Lagg having the 
command of a part of Claverhoufe's troop and Strachan's 
dragoons, furprifed John Bell of Whitefide, David Hal- 
liday portioner of Mayfield, Andrew MCrabit, James 
Clement, and Robert Lenox of Irlintoun, and barbar* 
euily killed^thcm after quarter, nvitbout time allowed to 
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|)ray . When John Bell of Wbitefide begged a little time 
to pray, Lagg anfwered, what devil haire you been do- 
iiig ? have ye not prayed enough thefe many years in the 
^hiils ? and fo (hot him prefently m the pariih of Tongland 
in Galloway, f'ebruary 1685. lumt The faid laird of 
L^ggy wi^b the earl of Anandale, having command of 
fome troops of heritors, purfued another David Halliday 
and George Short, and apprehended and (hot them, un- 
der cloud of night, in the parifh of Twynhame in Gal- 
loway, Anno 1680. The laird of Lagg, who was fo 
wicked an oppreffor and deftroyer of the people of God, • 
in Galloway and Nithifdale, is^now a juftice of the peace, 
notwithftanding his being excommunicate for his adul- 
tery and impenitent obdinacy. 

The laird of Colzean, for that time captain of a troop 
of militia and h^itors, killed William M'Kergue at 
Blairquhan miln. Anno 1685". Item^ The laird of Col- 
zean, with the laird of Ballochmiln, (hot Gilbert M< Ad- 
am in the pan(h of Kirkmichal, July 1685, A pahy of 
Highlanders killed Jofeph Wilfon, £)avid Dun, Simeon 
Paterfon, and other two, near the water of Kyk, in a 
mofs in Kylcy Anno 16S5. "^ The laird of Ardenkeple 
commanding a party of Highlandmen, killed Robert 
Lockart and Gabriel Thomlon, about that time alfo. 
Likewife William Paterfon was (hot at Streven, uncer- 
tain by whom. 1685. , Alfo John M'Clorgan was killed 
' at Drummellian's houfe in the night time, not known by 
whom. John Reid, belonging fometimes to Craigie's 
troop, did, under cloud of night, kill by a (hot, one 
George Wood, about fixteen* years old, without a^ing 
one quedion at him, in.Tinkhotn-hill, in Kyle, June 
1688. In fum, their number toiounts to feventy* 
eight. 

Befides thefe cold blood murders, there were many 
Jcilled at feveral (kirmi(hes at Pentljud, Bothwel, Aixt- 
mofs, &c. while fightiqg in their own defence, and the 
defence of the field meetings, the number whereof a« 
mounts to about 400, and fome odds. 

A (hort account of the opprei&ve exadions. 

EXPECTING that others, who have the particular 
informations of matters of fadt by them, will be 
concerned to publilh a naore full account of thefe ille* 
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gal fines and robberies, it ihall fuffice at prefent to 
tranfcribe only the general account of fbme of them 
out of the foremcntioned memprial of grievances. Which 
run thus : 

For fines, and other exorbitant and illegal exa^ions of 
money, the particular fums cannot be here enumerated ; 
but their vaftnefs, when together calculate, may be cafi- 
ly colle^led by the fcraps already gathered oflFfomepoor 
families of farmers, cottars, fervants, &c. and many of 
thefe omitted, or not knpwn, (which would very confi- 
derably augment* the fum) in S<m\t few fhires, viz. 
Clydfdale, Renfrew, Air, Galloway, Nithfdalc and Aik 
nandale, only but for a few years, viz. Since Bothwd- 
bridge infurrcdlion, amounting .to above 288000!. Scots. 
Befides the many honeft families', which have been caft- 
en out of their houfes, haraflcd and fpoiled of their all ; 
fome of I heir houfes being thrown down, fome burnt, 
fome fliut up, their .goods and moveables feized upon, 
their crop and cattle alfo difpofed of, at the will of their 
perfecutors, in the foremcntipned Ihifes, amounting to a- 
bove 200. 

The inmiediate authors, a£lors and infiruments of thefe 
oJ)preflions, were pricipally the curates, inftigating the 
jwivy council, which impo^wrered the forces, and nobles 
n^en aEid gentlemen of the country to prey upon the poor 
people. All cannot be here exprefTed, but fome of the 
moft noted in the weftem fhires (hall^ be named, who 
were the greateft perfecutors and opprefibrs, by fining 
and other ezadions. Of officers of the forces, Colonel 
Douglas, brother to the duke of Queenfberry, exadted a- 
bove 2000 !• Scots money, in Galloway, Nidifdale, (hire 
of Air, and other places* Lieutenant General Drum- 
mond, befides the forfaultures of gentlemen, did alfo ex- 
»ft monies of the poor in the fhire of Air. The earl of 
Linlithgow and his /bldiers fpoiled much in Galloway. 
The earl Airly and his troop, in the fame fhire. The 
'Lord Balcarras, a great opprefTor in Galloway, befides 
all the robberies he committed m Fife. Graham of 

Claverhoufe, afterwards vifcount of Dundee, with his 
brother, and fubaltern officers in Galloway, Nithi^ale, 
and Anandale, exaded by fines and otherways, above 
Y35C0I. Scots money, Colney Bachan, a moil violent 
perfecntor in Galloway and (hire of Air, by robberies • 
took from the people upwards of 4000 L. Scots. Msyor 

Cockbum. 
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Cockburn a great opprdTor in Galloway* Major White 
in Clydfdale, and (hire of Air* exa£ted> by fines and 
odxerways, above 2528 1. Scots. Major Balfour a great 
opprefTor and perfecutor in Clydfdale, Captain Strachan 
in Galloway, Inglis in Galloway, Air and Clydfdale ; 
Doagias in Galloway, Dalziel in Anandale, and Bruce 
in Nithfdale, oppr^ifed and fpoiled the people much.--^ 
Meldrum in Clydfdale, todc from poor families upwards 
of '2800 1. and vaft fums in Merfe and Teviotdale, with 
the earl of Humei 'and Ker of Grandoun, with the laird 
of Hayning and Bindle, and in Tweedale, with the laird 
of Poflay Lieutenant Winram and Bams, were yery 
▼i^ilaat peifecutors in Galloway, and took much fpoiL 
Lieutenant Lauder in Air, Bonihaw a highwayman, and 
Duncan Gr^int* a cripple with a tree leg in Clydfdale^ 
opprefled th% poor people exceflively ; this laft exacted in 
Clydfdale, 1500 1. The chief of the oppreflbrs among 
noblemen* and ^ntlemen, were in Clydfdale, Summer- 
Tail of Spittle, who exafied from the poor people above 
iiool. Halyards more than 5800 1. Bonytoun and 
Symme were alfo great and violent ezaddrs. In the city 
of Glafgow,. Provoft Johnftoun and Bams ; Baifies An- 
derfon, Zuil^ Grahahiy and Stirling, exaded abi»ve 
2O;00ol. In renfrew, the earl of Glencaira exadted a- 
bove 2400 1. Likewife Semple a papifh, Alexander 
Hume in Egleihome, and Ezekiel Montgomery were all 
exadorsl In the (hite of Air, the earl of Dumfries ex- 
acted above 1000 1. Likewife the lord Craigie, William 
Crichton flierifF depute, Crawford of Ardmillafi, Mont- 
gomery of Bozland, the laird of Broy^he, and clerk Og- 
livie, iR^cre all great and wicked perfecutors. In Gallo- 
way, in Grierfon of Lagg, who cxadted , there and in, 
Nithfdale, above 1200I. Liddefdale, Ifle and Canon of 
Merdograte, were alfo great opprefTors. . In Nithfdale, 
Qeenfberry and his fons, and John Alifdn his chamber- 
lain, who when dying faid, He had damned his foul for 
the duke his matter ; and George Charter, another of 
his fa^rs, \^ho vaunted, He had made twenty fix 
journeys in a year, in purfuit of the^ Whigs. John 
Douglas of Stenhoufe a papifty exadted 15,0001. The 
laird of ClofebiTrn abbve 700 1. Sir Robert Dalziel 400 1, 
from a few families. Sir Robert Laurie of Maxweltouu 
"was alfo a great opppreflbr and perfecutor. Ifl Anan- 
dale the earl of Anandale perfecuted much ; and like- 
wife 
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wife m'Gallaway the laird of Wefterhall exacted above 
iiyOOoL Sir Patrick Maxwell of Sprinkle was alfo a ve- 
ry adtive and violent perfecutor. The lairds of Powdecn 
and Caftlemilk, Robert Carruthers of Remarfkels, Tho- 
mas Kennedy of Heybeiths, were moft violent perfect- 
tors ,of the poor people. '' 

From thefe ihort accounts of the opprefSons, blopd- 
(hed and illegal tyfanny exercifed in this land, it may be 
conje<5tured what the total would amount to, if a hiftory 
ther.eof were publifhed : But all thefe, however great per- 
fecutiotts, are but little in comparifon of what the mo- 
ther of harlots and her children intend againft us ; which 
that the Lord may prevent, aught to be the ferious 
prayer and ilrenuous endeavour of all them that have a 
regard t6 the greated interefts of themfelves and pofte* 
rity. 



THE 

EPITAPHS or INSCRIPTIONS 

Upon the TOMBS or Grave Stomas of the Ma&ttrs, 
in feveral chureh-yards, and other places where they 
lie buried. 

The infcription and epitaph upon the monument in the 
Grayfriars church yard at Edinburgh. 

Upon the head of the tomb there^ is the effigies of an 
.open bible drawn with thefe fcripture citations, Rev. vi. 
9. 10. » I. < And when he had opened the firft feal, I faw 

* under the altar the fouls of them that had been flain 

* for the word of God, and For the teftimdny which they 

* held. And they cried with a loud voice, faying. How 

* long, Lord, holy and true, doft thou not judge and 

* avenge our blood on them tha.t dwell on the earth i 
' And white robes were given unto every one of them, 

* and it was faid unto them, that they (hould reft yet 

* for. a little feafon, until their fellow fervants alfo, and 

* their brethren, that fhould he killed as dicy were, 

* fliould 
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« Qiovld be fulfilled. Rev. vii. 14. Thcfe are they which 
* came out of great tribulation, and have wafhed their 
< robes, and made them white in the tlood of the 
« Lamb.' 

~ Folbws the verfe. 

HALT, paflengcr, take heeti what you do fee, 
Xhis tomb doth (hew, for what fome men did die. 
Here lies interr'd the duft of thofe who ftoad 
'Gaiuft perjury, refifting unto blood j 
Adhering to the covenants, and laws, 
Eftablifhing the fame ; which was the caufe 
Their fives were facrific'd unto the luft 
OfPrelatiils abjur'd. Though here their duft 
Lies mixt with murderers^ and other crew, 
Whom juftice did juftly to death purfue : 
But as for thir, no caufe in them was found 
Wort}iy of death, but only they were found, 
Conftant and ftedfaft, zealous, witneding, 
For the prerogatives of Chrift their King. 
Which truths were feal'd by famous Guthrie's head, 
And all alone to Mr Renwick's blood. 
They did enmire the wrath t)f enemies. 
Reproaches, torments, deaths and injuries. 
But yet they're thcfe who from fuch trouble came, 
And now triumph in glory with the Lamb. 

Infcription upon a grave ftone in the cKurch-yar4 of 
Hamilton, lying on the heads of John Parker, Gavin 
Hamilton, James Hamilton, and Chriftoplier Strang, 
who fuffered at Edinburgh, Dec. 7th, 1666. Their 
teftimony is extant in Naphchali, p. 306. 

STAY, paflenger, take notice what thou reads. 
At Edinburgh ly our bodies, here our heads ; 
^ Our right hands flood at Lanerk, thefe we want, 
Becaufe with them we fware the covenant. 
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Infcription on a ftonc in the high church-yard of (5laf- 
gow. 

Here lies the corps of Robert Bunton, John Har^ 
Robert Scot, Matthew Patoun, Johii Richmond/ James » 
Johnftouny Archibald Stewart, Jaifies Winning, John \ 
Main, who fuffered at the crofs of Glafgow, for their • 
teftimoriy to the covenants and work of refomiaiion,'be- • 
canie they durft not own the authority of the then ty- 
rants, deftroying the fame, betwixt i666t and i688. 

YEARS fixty-fix, and eighty-four, ' • 

Did fend their fouls home inio glore, 
' Whofe- bodies here interred ly, 
Then facrific'd to tyranny ; 
JTo covenants and reformation 
'Cauife they adhered in their ftatioii. 
Thefe nine, with others in this yard, 
Whofe he.ads and bodies were not fpar'd. 
Their teflimonies, foes, to bury, 
Caus'd beat the drums then in great fury i 
.They*ll know at relurre6lk)n day, 
To murder faints was no fwcet play. 

Infcription on die ftone lying bn John Wharry and J^es 
Smith, whd are buried at Inchbelly-bridge. 

HALT, paflenger, read here upon this ftonc 
A tragedy, our bodies done upon. 

At Glafgow crofs we loft both our right hands, \ 

^ To fright beholders, th' en*my fo commands : 
_ Then put to death, and that moft cruelly, 

Yet where we're flain, even there we muft hot ly ; 

From Glafgow town wje*re brought unto this place. 

On gallow-tree hung up for certain fpace : 

Yet thfence ta*en down, iiiterrcd here we ly 
^ Beneath this ftone ; our blood to heaven^ doth cry. 

Had foreign foes, Turks, or Mahometans, 

Had Scythian Tartars, Arabian Caravans, 

Had cruel Spaniards, die pope's bloody feed. 

Commenced the fame, had been lefs ftrange their deed ; 

But proteftants, jonce covenanters too. 

Our country-men, this cruel deed could do ; 

Yet notwithftanding this, their hellifli rag^ 

The 
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The noble Wharry leapt upon the ftage* 
With courage bold, he faid, and heart not fatntp ' 
This blood ihall now feal up our covenant. 
£ading» They who would follow Chrift« ih#uid taiee 
Their crofs upon their back, the world^foiiake. 

InfcHptton on James Nifbet, Ji^mes La^K^n, and AUx^ 
ilnder Wood, buried at the gallows foot at Crla^ow* 

HERE ly martyrs three. 
Of memory, ... ' 

Who for the. covenants did die ; , 

And witnefe is 
^Gainft all thefe nations perJiiTy. 

Infcription on a ftone in Eaftwood parifh, lying fipoa 
the corps of James Eagle, and John Park, who fuffer- 
ed at the crofs of Paifley, for i^tt(kig the oath «f 4h 

. juration^ in the year i6Sy. 

STAY, paiTenger, as thou goes by. 
And take a look where £efe do If^i .^ . 
Who for the love they bear to truth 
Were deprived of their Jife and youth. 
Though laws made then, cau«'d many die. 
Judges and 'flzers were not tree ; 
He that to them did diefe delate, 
The greater coiuit he hath to make ; 
Yet no excuie to them can be ; 
At ten condemhM, at two to die. 
So cruel did their rage become. 
To ftop thteir fpeedi caused beat the Arum. 
This may a ftanding witnefs be. . 
*Twixt preibytry and prelacy. 

Infcription on the grave ftone at Cathcart, )ymg onthe 
bodies of Robert Tam, Thomas Gook, andTohnjO"- 
rie, who were Ihot at Pomadie* May nth, i(J8j. 

*Tr^ HE bloody murderers of thefe men 
JL Were Major Balfour, and Captain Maitland> 
And with them others yrere not free, 
Caufl'd them to fearch m Pomadic. 

Q^ . Tbejp 
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As foon as they had them out found, . 
They murder'd them with fhot of gun. . 
Scarce time to them did they allow 
Before th«r malcer their knees to bow. 
Many like in this land have been, 
Whofe blood for vengeance cries to heaven. 
This horrid wickedncfs you fee 
Was done in lane of Pcmadie ; 
Which may a (landing witnefs be 
*Twixt prefbytry and prelacy. 

Infcnption on a ftone in the church yard. of Eglefham, 
upon the bodies of Gabriel Thomfon and Robert 
Lockhart, fliot by a party of Highlandmen and dra- 
goons, under the command of Ardencaple, May ift, 
1685. ' 

THESE men did fearch thro^ugh moor and mofs 
To tind out all that had no pafs.- 
Thefe faithful witneffes were found. 
And mufdeied upon the ground. 
Their bodies in this grave do ly. 
Their blood for vengeance yet doth cry ; 
This may a (landing witnefs be - 
Tor pre(bytry 'gainft prelacy. 

Infcription on the monument at Airfmofs, lying upon 
the bodies of them that fell there, July 20th. 1 680. 
^^amely, the reverend and faithful Mr Richard Ca- 
meron minifter of the gofpel, Michael Cameron, 
iohn Hamilton, John Qemmil, James Gray, Robert 
)ick, John Fuller, Robert Paterfon, Thomas Wat- 
fon, ice. 

HALT, <;urious paffenger, come here and read j 
Our fouls triumtph with Chrift our glorious head, 
In felf-defence, yrt murder'd here do ly. 
To witnds 'gaiaft this nation's perjury. 
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Inrcriptfon on a grave-ftone in the church yard of Stre- 
van, on the corpfe of William Paterfon, who lived in 
the parifli of Gambufnethan, and John Barrie in E- 
vandale, Anno i68^. 

HERE ly two martyrs j feverally ^ho fell 
By Captain Inglis, and^ by bloody Bell. 
Poilerity (hjS. know they're (hot to death. 
As facrifices unto popilh wrath. 

Infcription on the ftone lying at Blackwood, in the pa- 
rifh of Lefraahego, upon the corpfe of John Brown, 
who. was fhot by Murray, without fentence of 

law, anno 1685, and buried there in the open fields. 

MURRAY might Ttiurder fuch a godly Brown, 
' But could not rob him of that glorious crown 
He now enjoys. His credit, not his crime. 
Was non-compliance with a wicked time. - 

Infcription upon a ftone lying on the corps of John 
Brown, who lived in the pariih of Moorkirk, who was 
(hot dead by Graham of Claverhoufe, at his own 
door, May ift, . 1685.' And lies buried there in the Q- 
pen fields. 

I N death's cold bed the dufty part here lies 
O f one who did the earth as duft defpife, ^ 

H ere in this place from earth he took departure : 
N ow he has got the garland of the martyr. '' 

B utcher'd by Clavers^and his bloody band, 
R aging raoft rav'noufly o'er all the land. 
O nTy for owning Chrifl's fupremacy, 
W ickedly wrong'd by encroaching tyranny. 
N o thing, how near foever, be too good 
Eftcem'd nor. dear for any. truth his blood. 

Upon the grave ftone of David Steel, in the church yard 
of Lefmahego, is this motto. 
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AVID, a fhepherd firft, and then 
Advanced to be king of men, 

G g 2 Pr»r»alp Had 

O Digitized by VjOOQ It: 



35a. EPITAPHS. 

Had of bis graces in this quarters ' 
This heir, « ^wand'rcr, now a inartyr. 
Who for his bonftancy and zefti. 
Still to the back did pfoye good fted. 
Who for Chrift's royal truths and laws. 
And for the covenanted caufe f 

Of Scotland's famous reformation ; 
Declining tyrants ufdrpation % 
By cruel Crichton murdered lies» 
Whofe blood to heav'n for vengeance criest 

Upon a grsive ftone lying on the corps of WiUiam Hui^- 
ter and Robert Smith» who were fentenced and hang- 
ed at Kirkcudbright, Anno 1684. by taptaih Doug- 
lasy Graham of ClaYerhoufC) and captain Bruce. 

THIS monument fhall ihow pofterity. 
Two headlefs martyrs under it do ly, * . 
By bloody Graham were taken and farprizM, 
Brought to this town, and afterwards were (iz*d ; 
By unjuft law' were fentenced to die, 
liicm firft ther hanged, thort headed cruelly. 
Captain Douglas* Bruce> Graham' t>f Clarerhoiife» 
Were thefe that caofed them be handled thus : 
And when they were unto thfc gibbet come» 
To flop their fpeech, they did beat up the drum, 
And all becaufe that they would not comply 
With indulgence and bloody prelacy. 
hi face of cruel Bruce^ Douglas and Grahamy 
They did maintain^ that Chrtd was Lord Atpr«ihe ; 
And boldly owned both the covenants': 
At Kirkcudbright thus ended thefe two faints. . 

Upon a ftone in the church yard of Balmaclellan, on tlie 
body of l^obert Gricribn^ who wks ihot by comnand 
of colonel James Douglas at Ingliftoun, in the parifli 
of Glencairn, 1685. 

THIS monument to paflengers (hall cry, 
That godly Grierfon under it doth ly, 
Betray'd by knavifli Watfon*to kis foes, 
Which made this martyr's days by murder clofe. 
If ye would know the nature of his crime. 
Then read the ftory of that killing time, 
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When Babel's brats with hellilh plot conceal'd, 
Defign'd to make our fouth their hunting-field. 
Her>e one of five at once were laid in duft, 
To gratify Rome's execrable luft. 
If carabins with molten bullets could 
Have reach'd their fouls, thefe mighty Nimrods would 
Them have cut oflF; for they could no requeft 
Three minutes get, to pray for future reft. 

Upon a ftone in the church yard of Air, lying on the 
bodies of James Smith, Alexander MacMillan, James 
Mac Milian, George MacGartney, John Short, John 
Graham, and John Muirhead, who fuffercd Martyr- 
dom at Air, December 27. -i666» 

HERE ly feven martyis for our^jovenants, 
A facrcd number of triumphant faints. 
Pontius Mac Adam th' unjuft fentence paft ; 
What is his own the world (hall know at laft. 
And Hel-od Drummond caus'd their heads affix ;. 
Heav'n keeps a record of the (ixty-fix. 
Boots, thumbkins, gibbets, were in faOiion then : 
Lord, let us never fee iuch days again. 

Upon a ftone lying befide the. gallows of Air, upon the 
body of Andrew MacGill, who was apprehended by 
the information of Andrew Tom, and fuffered there, 
November 1684* 

NEAR this abhorred tree, a fufFerer lies, 
Who chus'd to fall, that falling truth might rife. 
His ftation could advance no coftly doed. 
Save giving of a life the Lord did need. 
When Chrift Ihall vindicate his way, he'll caft 
The doom which was pronounc'd in fuch a hafte,- 
And incorruption fhall forget difgrace, 
Defign'd by the interment in this place. 
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Upon the ftone at Machlme, lying on the bodies of Pe- 
ter Gillies, John Biycc, Thomas Young, William 
FiddifoB, and John Briiningy who vrcrc apprehended 
and hanged up there whhout trial. Anno 1685. 

BLOODY Dumbarton, Douglas and Duodee, 
Mov'd by the <bvil and the laird of Lee, 
Dragg'd chefe five men to death with gun and iword, 
Not f offering them to pray, nor read God's word. 
Owning the work of God was all their crime. 
The eighty five was a faint killing time 

Upon the tomb-done at Irvine, lying on the bodies of 
James Blackwood and John M*Coul, who fu£Bered 
there, December 31, i666. 

THESE honeft conntry-meii, whoCt bones here ly, 
A vi^im fell to prelates cruehy j 
Condemned by bloody, and unrighteous laws, 
They died martyrs for the good old caufe. 
Which Balaam's wicked race in vain afiatl ; 
For no inchantmcnts 'gainft Ifrael prevap. 
Life and this evil world they did contemn. 
And dy'd for Chrift^ who died firil for them. 

Upon a ftone at Kilmarnock, lying on the heads of John 
Rofs and John Shields, who fuffered at Edinburgh, 
the 17th of December, 1666, and had their heads fet 

^ up at Kilmafnpck. . 

OUR perfecutors mad with wrath and ire ; 
In Edinburgh members foitoe do ly, fome here ; 
" Yet inftantly united they fhalLbe, 
And witnefs 'gainft this nation's perjury. 

Upon another ftone at . Kilmarnock, lying on the corps 
of John Nifbet, who fuffered- there th^ 14th of April, 
1683. 

COME, reader, fee, here pleafant NHbet lies, 
His blood doth pierce the high and lofty ikies ; 
Kilmarnock <iid.his latter hour perceive. 
And Chrift his foul to heaven did receive. 

n T Yet 
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Yet bloody TorretKC did his body raifc. 
And buried it unto another place f 
Sayings Shall rebels ly in graves ivith me ? 
We'll bury him where evil-doers be. 

Upon a ftone in tfie church-yard of Wigtoun, on the bo- 
dy of Margaret Wilfon, .who was drowned in the wa- 
ter of Bkdnocfa» upon the i xth ci May 1684,; by the 
laird of Lagg» kc. 

LET earth and (tone fliU witnefs bear» 
There Jies a virgin thartyr here, 
Murder 'd for owning Chriil fdpreme, 
'Head.of his church, and no more crime* 
But her not owning prelacy, ^ 
And not abjuring Prefbytery. 
"Within the fea, ty'd to a ftake, 
She fuflfcred for Chrift Jefus* fake, 
Thcadors of this cruel crime 
Was Lagg, Winram, Strachan^ and Graham, 
Neither young years nor yet old agtf. 
Could quench the fury of their rage. 

Upon a ftone in the church-yard of Ck>lmonel, on the bo-, 
dy of Matthew Meiklewrath,' who was killed in that 
parifh by Claverhoufe.^ 

IN tjiis pariflbi of Colmonel, 
By bloody Claverhonfe I fell, 
Who did command that I ihould die^ ' 

For owning covenanted Preibytei^. 
My blood a witnefs ftill doth ftand, . - . 

'Gainft all defed^ions in this land. 

Upon a ftone in the church- yard of Stratoun, on the bo- 
dy of Thomas M^Haffie, who was taken out of his 
bed, being fick of a fever, and fhot by Captain Bruce 
inthatpar^, 1685. 

THOUGH I was fick and like to die. 
Yet bloody Bruce did murder me ; 
Becaufe I adhered in my ftation 
To our covenanted reformation. 

My 
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My blood for vengeance yet doth call, 
Upon Zion's haters all. 

Upon a ftone in the church-yard of Tweed's muir, lying 
on the body of John Hunter, who was'fhot at Core- 
head by Colonel James Douglas, 1685. 

WHEN Zion's King w;as robbed of his right, 
His witneffes in Scotland put to flight, 
When papifts; prelates, and indulgency, 
Comt^in'd 'gainft Chrift to ruin Prefbytery, 
All who would not unto thefc idols bow. 
They fought them out, and whi>m they found they flew ; 
For owning of Chrift's caufe I then did die. 
My blood for vengeance on his enemies doth cr}^. 
^ ■ \ • 

Upon the grave ftone of Thomas Burn, James Wood, 
Andrew Sword, John Waddel, and John Clyd, who 
fuflfered martyrdom at Magus-muir, November 25th 
1679, and ly buried in a. corn field near Magus-muir, 
is this infcription. , , 

' /^ AUSE we at Bothwel did Appear, 
Vy Perjurious oaths refus'd to* fwear ; 
*Caufe we Chrift's caufe would not condemn, 
We were fentenc'd to death by- men, 
Who rag'd againft usin fuch fury. 
Our dead bodies they did not bury ; * 

But up on poles, did hing us high. 
Triumphs of Babel's viftory. 
Our lives we fear'd not to the death. 
But conftant prov'd to the laft breath* 

On the oppofite fide of the ftone is the following vcrfe. 

A CLOUD of witneffes ly here, 
Who for Chrift's intereft did appear. 
For to reftore true liberty, 
^O'ertumed then by tyranny. 
And by proud prelates, who did rage 
Againft the Lord's own heritage ;' 
They facrific'd were for the laws 
Of Chrift their King, their noble caufe. 

Thcfe 
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TheTe heroes fought with great reaown» 
By falling got the martyrs crown.. 

Upon the grave-ftone of John Murchf, and Daniel Md- 
klewraihy near the crofs water of Duiky in Colmonel 
parifli. 

HERE in this place two martyrs ly, 
Whofe blood to heaven hath a loud cry, . 
Murder'd contrary divine laws. 
For owning of King Jefus' laws. 
By bloody Drummond they were (hot. 
Without any.trial^hcar tliis fpot. 

l^bn the grave-ftone of James Smithy in Muir-kirk 
church-yardi 

WHEN proud apoftates did abjure^ 
Scotland's reformation purei 
And fiU'd this land with penury, 
And all forts of iniquity. ^ 
Such as would not with them complyi^ 
They perfecute with hue and cry ; • ' 

I in the chafe Was over ta'eui . 
And for Uie truth by ihem was ilain. 

Upon the grave-ftone of John Law, in a kail-yard cf 
New milns. 

»/^ AUSE I Chrift's prifoners reBev'd, 
V-/ I of my life was foon beriev'd» 
By cruel enemies with rage» 
In that rencounter did engage. 
The martyrs honour and his crown, 
Beftow'd on me, O high renown, 
That I ihould not only believe. 
But for Chrift's caufe my \i{^ Ihould give. 

• 
Upoft the grave-ftohe of William Dingwal, in the church* 
yard of Stravan. 



THIS hero brave who here doth ly. 
Was perfecute by tyranny. 
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Yet to the truth he firmly ftood, 
'Galnfl foes refifting unto blood. 
Himfelf and th' gofpel did defend, 
-Till for Chrift's caufe his life did end. 

Upon the gravc-ftone of James Thomfon, ^in Stenhoufe 
church-yard. 
^ ' - ' - 

THIS hero brave who doth ly here, 
In truth's defence he did appear, 
And to Chrift's caufe he firmly ftood, 
Until he feal^'d it with his blood. 
With fword in hand upon tfie field. 
He loft his life, yet did not yield ; 
His day^ did end in. great renown. 
And he obtain'd the martyr's crown. 

An epitaph ujSon the grave-ftone of the reverend, godly, 
and learned Mr Samuel Rutherford, minifter of tlie 
gofpel, and profefTor of divinity in St Andrews, who 
died February 20th 1661, and lies buried in the church- 
yard of St Andrews. 

WHAT tongue, what pen, or fkiU of mcn» 
Can famous Rutherford commend ? 
His learning juftly rais'd his fame. 
True godlinefs adorned his name. 
He did cpnverfe with things above. 
Acquainted with'Emmanuel's love f - ' 
Moft orthodox he was and found. 
And many errors did confound. 
For Zion's King and Zion's caufe. 
And Scotland's covenanted laws, 
Moft xoriftantly he di(l contend. 
Until his time was at an end. 
That he wan to the full fruition 
Of that which he had fecn in vifion. 

OaoSer 9th, 1735. By W. W. 
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An epitaph upon the gravcftotie of the rercrcnd and 
pious Mr Jphn Welwood, who (after he had endured 
a great fight of affliftion and perfecution) died at Perth, 

~ April 1679, '^^^ li^* buried in the church-yard of 
Aron. 

HERE lies a follower of the Lamb, 
TiHrough muny tribulations came, 
For long time of his ChrilUan race, 
Was pcrfecute from place to place. 
A Scottiih prophet here behold. 
Judgment and mercy who foretold ; 
The goi'pel banner did difplay, 
Condemn'd the fins of that fad day, 
A-nd valiantly for truth contended. 
Until by death his days were ended. 
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